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SENATE AMENDNVENT
Bill No. SB 316
Amendnment No. 1

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

The Committee on Governnental Reform and Oversight reconmended
the foll owi ng anendnent:

Senat e Amrendment
On page 2, lines 7-15, delete those lines

and insert:
Section 2. The Leqgislature finds that the exenption

frompublic disclosure provided for in section 1 of this act

is a public necessity because it would be an invasion of a

patient's privacy for such personal, sensitive information

contained in the notification of an adverse incident to be

publicly avail able. Furthernore, the Leqgislature finds that

failure to protect the confidentiality of any infornmation

submitted to or collected by the Agency for Health Care
Adnmi ni stration pursuant to s. 395.0197(7)., Florida Statutes,
regardi ng an adverse incident, including, but not linmted to,

the identity of the patient, the type of adverse incident,

potential risk to other patients, and the fact that an

investigation is being conducted, would deter the collection

and reporting of this information by the agency. This would
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prevent the agency fromeffectively carrying out its

responsibility to enforce corrective neasures by a facility

regardi ng the occurrence of an adverse incident. Rel ease of

such informati on would deter licensed facilities from

internally reporting and correcting situations resulting in

adverse incidents. This could lead to the deterioration of

services rendered, all to the detrinent of the health of those

served. This exenption sinply extends existing exenptions

already in s. 395.0197. Florida Statutes, reqgarding the sane

information to the new, earlier reporting requirenent. The

Legi slature has thus consistently and repeatedly acknow edged

the public necessity of these types of exenptions.
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