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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 3255
By Representatives Sindler, Safle%a Feen%y Betan t
sey 0] as,

Mur man, Fi scher, Merchant, Saunders
and W se

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to court costs to fund | aw
enforcenent prograns; creating s. 938.06, F.S.
i mposi ng an additional court cost on fines for
crimnal offenses in county and circuit courts;
aut hori zing the courts to increase the anount
under certain conditions; providing for deposit
in the Crine Stoppers Trust Fund; anending s.
16.555, F.S.; providing for distribution of
such funds in the trust fund by the Depart nment
of Legal Affairs to counties to support
official Crinme Stoppers and their prograns;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 938.06, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
938.06 Additional cost for crine stoppers prograns. --

(1) In addition to any fine prescribed by |aw for any

crimnal offense, there is hereby assessed as a court cost an

addi ti onal surcharge of $20 on such fine, which shall be

i nposed by all county and circuit courts and coll ected by the

clerks of the courts together with such fine. No politica

subdi vi sion shall be held |liable for payment of costs under

this section.

(2) The county and circuit courts have discretion to

order any cost assessed under this section be increased up to,

but not exceeding, $500 if the severity of the crime or the

financial resources of the offender justify such an increase.
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(3) The clerk of the court shall collect and forward,

on a nonthly basis, all costs assessed under this section

| ess $3 per assessnent as a service charge to be retained by

the clerk, to the Departnent of Legal Affairs for deposit in

the Crine Stoppers Trust Fund, to be used as provided in s.
16. 555.

Section 2. Section 16.555, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

16.555 Crinme Stoppers Trust Fund; rul enaking.--

(1) As used in this section, the term

(a) "Departnent" shall nean the Departnent of Lega
Affairs.

(b) "Units of local governnent" shall nean the various
city and county governnents of the state.

(c) "Crinme Stoppers" shall nmean nenbers of the Florida
Associ ation of Crinme Stoppers, Incorporated, a Florida
Cor por ati on.

(2) The departnent shall have all the powers necessary
or appropriate to carry out the purposes and provisions of
this act.

(3) The departnent shall establish a trust fund for
t he purpose of grant administration to fund Crine Stoppers and
their crine fighting progranms within the units of a |loca
governnment of the state.

(4) (a) The departnment shall nmake applications for al
federal and state or private grants which neet the purposes of
advancing Crinme Stoppers in the State of Florida. Upon
securing such grants, the funds shall be deposited in the
"Crinme Stoppers Trust Fund."

(b) The proceeds of the court cost inposed by s.

938. 06 shall be deposited in a separate account in the trust
2
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fund, and within that account the funds shall be designated

according to the judicial circuit in which they were

collected. The funds in this account shall be used as provided

i n paragraph (5)(h).
(5)(a) The departnent shall then be the di sbursing
authority for distribution of funding to units of |oca

governnent, upon their application to the departnent for
fundi ng assi st ance.
(b) Funds deposited in the trust fund pursuant to

par agraph (4)(b) shall be disbursed as provided in this

paragraph. Any county nmay apply to the departnent for a grant

fromthe funds collected in the judicial circuit in which the

county is located under s. 938.06. A grant nmay be awarded

only to counties which are served by an official nenber of the

Fl orida Association of Crine Stoppers, and may only be used to

support Crine Stoppers and their crine fighting prograns.

Only one such official nenber shall be eligible for support

within any county. |In order to aid the departnent in

determining eligibility, the secretary of the Florida

Associ ation of Crine Stoppers shall furnish the departnent

with a schedul e of authorized crinme stoppers prograns and

shal | update the schedul e as necessary. The departnent shal

award grants to eligible counties fromavail able funds and

shal |l distribute funds as equitably as possible, based on

anmounts collected within each county, when nore than one

county is eligible within a judicial circuit.

(6) £5)¢ The departnent shall adopt and enforce rules to
i mpl erent the provisions of this act. Such rul es shal
i ncl ude, but shall not be limted to:
(a) Criteria for local governnments to apply for
funding fromthe "Crine Stoppers Trust Fund" in order to aid
3
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1| in their local |aw enforcement as provided in this section
2 | ageney.
3 (b) The limts of funding to be distributed to | oca
4 | governnent units based on a pro rata share of grants made
5| availabl e through the "Crine Stoppers Trust Fund~" pursuant to
6 | paragraph (4)(a), and criteria for the equitable distribution
7 | of funds avail abl e pursuant to paragraph (4)(h).
8 (c) Provisions for the return of unused funds to be
9| redeposited in the "Crine Stoppers Trust Fund" if for any
10 | reason the unit of | ocal governnent does not use the funds as
11 | intended within an agreed upon tine.
12 (d) Provisions for the coordination with appropriate
13 | governnental agencies to support and enhance efforts to train
14 | the public in crinme prevention nethods and in personal safety
15| principles, especially for citizens who live in, work at, or
16 | frequent | ocations having high crine rates.
17 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1 of the
18 | year in which enacted.
19
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21 HOUSE SUMVARY
22 L .
| nposes an additional $20 court cost on fines for
23 crimnal offenses in county and circuit courts.
Aut hori zes the courts to increase the anmount under
24 certain conditions. Provides for deposit of proceeds of
the court cost in the Crinme Stoppers Trust Fund, and
25 provides for distribution of such funds b¥ t he beE?rtnent
of Legal Affairs to counties to support official i me
26 St oppérs and their prograns.
27
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