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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 333
By Representative (gl es

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to truancy in the public
school s; requiring the Conm ssioner of
Education to establish denpnstration projects
to reduce truancy; providing project
conponents; requiring recomendations for
| egi slation; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) The Conmi ssioner of Education shal

establ i sh denpnstration projects in selected school districts

during the 1997-1998 school year to reduce truancy in the

schools. 1In selecting school districts to participate in the

1-year projects, the conm ssioner shall ensure participation

by school districts of different sizes and characteristics.

The denonstration projects shall include, but not be linted

to, the foll owi hg conponents:

(a) Maintenance of a ratio of one truancy officer for
each 5, 000 students.
(b) Creation of a community grant fund to assi st

schools in their efforts to reduce truancy, substance abuse,

and crine in the schools.

(c) Establishnment of uniformreporting of absentees

and suspensions for purposes of tracking truancy.

(2) Based on the results of the denpbnstration

projects, the Conmi ssioner of Education shall nake

reconmendati ons by Decenber 1, 1998, to the President of the

Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives for

| egislation to:
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(a) |Inplenent the conponents of the denpbnstration

projects which are successful in furthering the goal of

reducing truancy in the public schools.

(b) Provide for revocation or suspension of the

driver's license of a chronic truant.

(c) Provide for inposition of penalties, with

consi deration given to the foll ow ng:

1. A fine for any business that enploys a student

during school hours.

2. Afine for any adult who harbors a truant during

school hours.

3. A $25 fine per incident for a parent or guardi an

who interferes with a student's school attendance.

4, A fine or required performance of community service

for a parent or guardi an whose el enentary school child has

nore than five unexcused absences per year
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Requi res the Conmm ssioner of Education to establish .
denonstration projects to reduce truancY in the public
schools and to recommend | egislation relating thereto.
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