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By Representative (gl es

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to energency nanagenent

3 pl anni ng; anmending s. 20.43, F.S.; defining

4 responsibilities of the county health

5 departnments in providing assistance to | oca

6 speci al needs units or shelters; anending s.

7 252.355, F.S.; revising provisions relating to

8 regi stration of persons requiring special needs

9 assi stance in energencies; anending ss.

10 400. 497, 400.610, and 408.034, F.S.; providing

11 m ni rum requi renents for hone health agency and

12 hospi ce conprehensi ve energency nanagenent

13 pl ans; providing for plan review by the |oca

14 ener gency nmanagenent agency and ot her specified

15 entities; requiring the adoption of rules

16 establ i shing plan conponents and standards for

17 care and services to be provided in energency

18 evacuation and sheltering; providing an

19 ef fective date.

20

21| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
22

23 Section 1. Subsection (5) of section 20.43, Florida
24 | Statutes, is anended to read:

25 20.43 Departnment of Health.--There is created a

26 | Departnent of Health.

27 (5)(a) The departnent shall plan and adm nister its
28 | public health prograns through its county health departnents
29 | and may, for administrative purposes and efficient service
30| delivery, establish up to 15 service areas to carry out such
31| duties as nmay be prescribed by the secretary. The boundaries
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of the service areas shall be the sane as, or conbi nati ons of,
the districts of the health and human servi ces boards
established in s. 20.19 and, to the extent practicable, shal
take into consideration the boundaries of the jobs and
educati on regi onal boards.

(b) The county health departnent, as the prinmary

agency for local health and nedical services, shall have the

lead role in coordinating staffing and securing nedi ca

suppl i es and equi pnent for | ocal special needs units or

shelters. The county health departnent shall coordinate with

| ocal energency managenent, |ocal nedical and health care

providers, the Anerican Red Cross, and other interested

parties in devel oping and i nplenenting the plan for the

nmanagenent, operation, and staffing of special needs units or

shelters. The county health departnent shall, in conjunction

with the | ocal enmergency nmanagenent agency, coordinate

recruitment of nedical personnel to staff | ocal special needs

units or shelters. During tines of energency or mmjor

di saster, the county health departnent shall assist the | oca

ener gency nmanagenent agency in the operation of the special

needs units or shelters.

Section 2. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 252. 355,
Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:

252. 355 Registry of disablted persons with special
needs; notice. --

(1) In order to neet the special needs of persons who
woul d need assi stance during evacuations and sheltering
because of physical, nental, or sensory disabilities oer—rental

handi-eaps, each | ocal energency nmanagenent agency in the state
shall maintain a registry of disabted persons with special

needs |ocated within the jurisdiction of the |ocal agency.
2
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1| The registration shall identify those persons in need of

2 | assistance and plan for resource allocation to neet those
3|identified needs. To assist the |ocal energency nmanagenent

4 | agency in identifying such persons, the Departnent of Children
5| and Family Services, Departnent of Health, and Departnent of
6| Elderly Affairs Heatth—antd—RehabiHtative—Serviees shal

7| provide registration information to all of their its special
8| needs clients and to all incoming clients as a part of the

9 | intake process. The registry shall be updated annually. The
10 | regi stration program shall give disabted persons with speci al
11 | needs the option of preauthorizing energency response

12 | personnel to enter their honmes during search and rescue

13 | operations if necessary to assure their safety and welfare
14 | fol l owi ng di sasters.

15 (3) Al records, data, infornmation, correspondence
16 | and conmuni cations relating to the registration of disablted
17 | persons with special needs as provided in subsection (1) are
18 | confidential and exenpt fromthe provisions of s. 119.07(1),
19 | except that such information shall be available to other
20 | energency response agencies, as deternined by the | oca
21 | energency nanagenent director
22 Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 400.497, Florida
23| Statutes, is anended, and subsection (11) is added to said
24 | section, to read:
25 400. 497 Rul es establishing mni nrum standards. --The
26 | Agency for Health Care Adnministration shall adopt, publish
27 | and enforce rules to inplenent this part, including, as
28 | applicable, ss. 400.506 and 400. 509, which nust provide
29 | reasonable and fair m ni num standards relating to:
30
31
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(1) Scope of home health services to be provided,
whi ch shall include services to be provided during energency

evacuation and sheltering.

(11) The preparation and annual update of a

conpr ehensi ve energency nanagenent plan. Hone heal th agencies

nmust plan to continue to provide an acceptable | evel of care

during tines of energency or mmjor disaster. To acconplish

this, each hone health agency nust prepare a conprehensive

ener gency nmanagenent plan. The Agency for Health Care

Adm ni stration shall adopt rules establishing nininumcriteria

for the plan after consultation with the Departnent of

Community Affairs.

(a) At amnimm the rules nust provide for plan

conponents that address client education on personal disaster

prepar edness; client awareness of the special needs

regi stration, evacuation, and shelter process; registration of

clients requiring public assistance; preparation of the agency

offices and staff; plans for providing continuity of care to

clients during disaster inpact; provisions for caring for hone

health clients evacuated to special needs units or shelters,

to include providing honme health care staff to special needs

units or shelters; identification and tracking of clients, to

i nclude the transfer of nedical records; responding to famly

i nquiries; and post-inpact delivery of services, to include

resunption of care, facilitating the clients' return to the

hone environnent, facilitating referral to residential care

facilities for clients unable to return hone, and expansi on of

services to accept newclient referrals as a result of the

di saster.
(b) The plan is subject to review and approval by the

| ocal energency managenent agency. During its review, the
4
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1| local energency managenent agency shall ensure that the

2| following agencies, at a mninum are given the opportunity to
3| reviewthe plan:

4 1. Departnent of Elderly Affairs.

5 2. County health departnent.

6 3. Agency for Health Care Adninistration

7 4. Local chapter of the Anerican Red Cross or other

8 | |l ead sheltering agency.

9 5. Departnent of Children and Fanm |y Services.

10

11| The | ocal energency managenent agency shall conplete its

12 | review within 60 days after receipt of the plan and shal

13 | either approve the plan or advise the hone heal th agency of
14 | necessary revi sions.

15 Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
16 | 400.610, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

17 400. 610 Adninistration and nmanagenent of a hospice. --
18 (1) A hospice shall have a clearly defined organi zed
19 | governi ng body, consisting of a mni num of seven persons who
20| are representative of the general population of the commnity
21 | served. The governing body shall have autononous authority and
22 | responsibility for the operation of the hospice and shall neet
23| at least quarterly. The governing body shall

24 (b) Prepare and annually update a conprehensive

25 | energency namnagenent plan which ensures that the hospice wll
26 | continue to provide an acceptable |level of care during tines
27 | of energency or nmjor disaster. The departnent shall adopt

28 | rules establishing minimumcriteria for the plan after

29 | consultation with the Departnent of Community Affairs. Prepare
30 | a—disaster—preparedness—ptan—

31
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1. At a mninmum the rules nust provide for plan

conponents that address client education on personal disaster

prepar edness; client awareness of the special needs

regi stration, evacuation, and shelter process; registration of

clients requiring public assistance; preparation of the agency

offices and staff; plans for providing continuity of care to

clients during disaster inpact; provisions for caring for

hospice clients evacuated to special needs units or shelters,

to include providing honme health care staff to special needs

units or shelters; identification and tracking of clients, to

i nclude the transfer of nedical records; responding to famly

i nquiries; and post-inpact delivery of services, to include

resunption of care, facilitating the clients' return to the

hone environnent, and facilitating referral to residential

care facilities for clients unable to return hone.

2. The plan is subject to review and approval by the

| ocal energency managenent agency. During its review, the

| ocal energency managenent agency shall ensure that the

following agencies, at a mininum are given the opportunity to

review the pl an:

a. Departnment of Elderly Affairs.

b. County health departnent.

c. Agency for Health Care Adninistration

d. Local chapter of the Anerican Red Cross or other

| ead sheltering agency.

e. Departnent of Children and Fanm |y Services.

The | ocal energency nanagenent agency shall conplete its

review within 60 days after recei pt of the plan and shal

ei ther approve the plan or advise the hospice of necessary

revi si ons.
6
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Section 5. Subsection (5) of section 408.034, Florida
Statutes, is renunbered as subsection (6), and a new
subsection (5) is added to said section to read:

408.034 Duties and responsibilities of departnent;
rul es. --

(5) The departnent shall establish, by rule, uniform

standards of care to be provided in special needs units or

shelters during tines of energency or mmjor disaster
Section 6. This act shall take effect on Cctober 1 of

the year in which enacted.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Provi des that the county health departnents shal

coordi nate operations and staffing of shelters for
persons requiring special needs aSsistance during mmjor
energenci es or disasters, in coordination with |oca
emer gency managenent agencies. Provides m ninum
requirenents for honme health agency and hospice

conpr ehensi ve energency nmanageient” plans, to include

regi stration of persons needing special assistance and
provisions for the care of such persons in special needs
units or shelters. Provides for Plan revi ew and approval
by the | ocal energency managenent agency within a
specified tinme _period, and provides for” opportunity for
review by the Departnent of Elderly Affairs, county
heal t h departnent, Agency for Health Care Administration
| ocal Anerican Red Cross chapter or other |ead sheltering
agency, and Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services.

Requi res the adoption of rules establishing plan ]
conmponents and standards for care and services provided
i n energency evacuation and sheltering.
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