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By the Committee on Education |Innovation and
Representative Melvin

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to educational technol ogy;

3 requiring the consolidation and publication of

4 educational technology related statutes and

5 rules; requiring establishnent of a

6 t echnol ogi cal standard for schools and

7 devel opnent of a plan for its inplenentation

8 providing requirenments for technol ogica

9 upgrades and school design; providing all owable

10 capital expenditures; requiring the pursuit of

11 federal and other funds; requiring

12 establ i shnent of a Technol ogy Services and

13 Products Bank and providi ng purposes thereof;

14 requiring devel opnent of a plan to provide

15 information prograns to venues outside the

16 cl assroom providing an effective date.

17

18 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
19
20 Section 1. As a neans of facilitating easy,
21 | conpr ehensi ve access, all educational technol ogy rel ated
22 | statutes, State Board of Education rules, and Departnent of
23 | Education adninistrative rules shall be collected and
24 | published by the Departnent of Education in a separate section
25| of its conpilation entitled Florida School Laws. Al
26 | educational technology related statutes, State Board of
27 | Education rules, and Departnent of Education adm nistrative
28 | rul es shall be consolidated in one place within the Florida
29| Statutes, State Board of Education rules, or Florida
30| Adnmini strative Code, as appropriate.
31
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Section 2. (1) The State Board of Education shal
establish a periodically adjusted m ni numtechnol ogi ca

foundati on which shall be a technol ogi cal standard providing

unifornmty, conpatibility, flexibility, capacity, and

expandability for all schools in the state. The state shal

assi st school districts in achieving the mni numtechnol ogi ca

foundati on which shall be a floor that may be exceeded by

school districts.

(2) The planning benchmark for the nini num

technol ogi cal foundation shall be X + 5, with X representing

the technol ogy available in the current year and 5

representing an estimation of the technol ogy which will be

available 5 years in the future. The X + 5 standard shall be

a rolling standard created, and then updated and extended on

no less than a biennial basis, by an agency-neutra

t echnol ogi cal devel opnent forecasting conference organi zed

under the State Board of Education and conpri sed of persons

recogni zed nationally as |l eaders in research and devel opnent

of technol ogy hardware and basic operating systens.

(3) The Ofice of Educational Technol ogy of the

Departnent of Education, in consultation with the school

districts, shall develop a 5-year plan to bring all Florida

schools to the mnimumtechnol ogi cal foundation level in terns

of wiring infrastructure and processi ng equi pnent.

Section 3. (1) Subsequent to establishnent of the

initial technol ogi cal foundation, all newy purchased or

| eased instructional, information retrieval, and infornmation

or instruction delivery software and hardware obtai ned by the

state, a |local school district, or an individual school shal

be upgradable within the paraneters of the current X + 5

standard. Software and hardware vendors who agree to perform
2
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during a specified period after delivery, upgrades which

extend the useful |life of their products at no cost, or, at

nost, a nonminal cost, shall be preferred. |In addition, when

practicable, |lease or license contracts or obligations for new

software or hardware shall be for relatively short periods of

time to allow adjustnents to be nade quickly or new vendors to

be accessed rapidly as technol ogi cal change and devel opnent

require.
(2) Al new schools shall be designed to anticipate,

and easily accommbdate, wiring infrastructure updates and

upgrades, and all retrofits of existing schools shall be, to

t he maxi mum extent possi bl e, designed and acconplished to

accommpdat e ease of future updating and upgradi ng. Designs

contenpl ated under this subsection should include, but not be

limted to, the following features: walls that are novable or

renovable to provide for flexible groupings and neeting roons

of varying size in addition to, or in place of, standard

cl assroons. To the extent practicable, a design strategy

shoul d be enpl oyed that all ows "acadeni ¢ nei ghbor hood"

groupi ng of school functions, grade |levels, and subjects. The

flexi ble design contenpl ated under this subsection should al so

include nultiple technol ogi cal access points as well as

t el ephone and voice-mail facilities for use by teachers.

Section 4. (1) Purchases of goods and services

necessary for upgrading and/or retrofitting of technol ogica

resources within existing schools shall be allowable capita

expendi t ures.

(2) The Ofice of Educational Technol ogy of the

Departnent of Education shall be specifically charged with

taking an affirmative | eadership role in aggressively pursuing

all avail able federal and other funds which can assist in
3
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1| offsetting the expense of upgrading Florida's schools to the
2 | technol ogi cal standard, and in assisting and facilitating the
3 | aggressive seeking of such funds by school districts and

4 | individual schools. The office shall npbve expeditiously to

5| secure any and all nobneys whi ch nay becone avail abl e under the
6 | Universal Service Order Program of the Federal Communi cations
7 | Conmi ssi on.

8 Section 5. The State Board of Education, in

9 | association with the technol ogi cal devel opnent forecasting

10 | conference, shall establish a Technol ogy Services and Products
11 | Bank. The bank shall serve the followi ng prinmary purposes:
12 (1) To collect information on software and technol ogy
13 | services available within the state, including, but not

14 ) linmted to, educational applications. The bank shal

15| di ssenminate such information to the worl dwi de technol ogy

16 | conmunity through an Internet site.

17 (2) To serve as an information clearinghouse for

18 | software research and devel opnent project proposals. To

19 | reduce instances of duplication of publicly funded research
20 | and devel opnment, groups or organi zati ons requesting public

21| funds for such projects shall consult with the bank at the

22 | tinme of request to determine if simlar or identical projects
23 | have already been conpl eted or are ongoi ng and report the

24 | bank's findings to the funding entity. After funding is

25 | approved, a recipient shall informthe bank of any products
26 | produced as a result of its publicly funded research which

27 | information shall be added to the database.

28 Section 6. The Ofice of Educational Technol ogy of the
29 | Departnent of Education shall develop a plan to provide for
30| information and | earning prograns that are anenable to

31| delivery via technological platforns to venues outside the
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1| traditional classroomsetting. Such a plan shall encourage
2 | the use of hone-based and public and sem public settings,
3]lincluding, but not linited to, auditoriuns, conference and
4 | convention centers, libraries, and theaters, either publicly
5] or privately held.
6 Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1 of the
7 | year in which enacted.
8
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10 HOUSE SUMVARY
11 _ . . . . :
Requi res the consolidation and publication of educational
12 technol ogy related statutes and rul es. Requires
establi shnent of a technol ogi cal standard for schools and
13 devel opnent of a Plan for ifs inplenentation. Provides
requirements for echnologlcal_upPrades and schoo
14 design. Provides allowabl e capital expenditures and
requires the pursuit of federal and other funds. Requires
15 establ i shment of a Technology Servi ces and Products Bank
and provi des_ purposes thereof. Requires devel opnent_ of a
16 Plan to provide Information programs to venues outside
he cl assroom
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