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ENROLLED
1998 Legislature SB 348, 1st Engrossed

An act relating to public records; anending s.
119.07, F.S.; providing an exenption from
public records requirenents for a videotaped
statenent of a minor who is the victim of
specified crimes involving sexual battery, |ewd
acts, or other sexual m sconduct regarding such
of fenses; authorizing access by certain
governnent al agencies; providing for future
review and repeal; prohibiting a public

enpl oyee or officer fromdisclosing videotaped
information; providing a penalty; providing a
finding of public necessity; providing an

ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (s) of subsection (3) of section
119.07, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

119. 07 Inspection, exam nation, and duplication of
records; exenptions.--

(3)

(s)1. Any docunent that whieh reveals the identity,
honme or enpl oynent tel ephone nunber, hone or enpl oynent

address, or personal assets of the victimof a crine and
identifies that person as the victimof a crine, which
docunent is received by any agency that regularly receives
information fromor concerning the victins of crinme, is exenpt
fromthe provisions of subsection (1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of
the State Constitution. Any information not otherw se held
confidential or exenpt fromthe provisions of subsection (1)
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1| which reveal s the hone or enpl oynent tel ephone nunber, hone or
2 | enpl oynent address, or personal assets of a person who has
3| been the victimof sexual battery, aggravated child abuse,

4 | aggravat ed stal ki ng, harassnent, aggravated battery, or
5| donestic violence is exenpt fromthe provisions of subsection
6| (1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution, upon
7| witten request by the victim which nust include officia
8| verification that an applicable crinme has occurred. Such
9] information shall cease to be exenpt 5 years after the receipt
10 | of the witten request. Any state or federal agency that whieh
11 ] is authorized to have access to such docunents by any
12 | provision of |aw shall be granted such access in the
13 | furtherance of such agency's statutory duties, notw thstanding
14 | the provisions of this section.
15 2. Any information in a videotaped statenent of a
16 | ninor who is alleged to be or who is a victimof sexua
17 | battery, lewd acts, or other sexual nisconduct proscribed in
18 | chapter 800 or in s. 794.011, s. 827.071, s. 847.012, s.
19| 847.0125, s. 847.013, s. 847.0133, or s. 847.0145, which
20| reveals that minor's identity, including, but not linmted to,
21| the mnor's face; the mnor's hone, school, church, or
22 | enpl oynent tel ephone nunber; the ninor's hone, school, church
23 | or enpl oyment address; the nane of the nminor's school, church
24 | or place of enploynent; or the personal assets of the ninor;
25 ] and which identifies that mnor as the victimof a crine
26 | described in this subparagraph, is confidential and exenpt
27 | from subsection (1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State
28 | Constitution. Any governnental agency that is authorized to
29 | have access to such statenents by any provision of | aw shal
30 | be granted such access in the furtherance of the agency's
31| statutory duties, notw thstanding the provisions of this
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section. This subparagraph is subject to the Open Gover nnment

Sunset Review Act of 1995 in accordance with s. 119.15, and
shal | stand repeal ed on Cctober 2, 2003.
3. A public enployee or officer who has access to the

vi deot aped statenment of a nminor who is alleged to be or who is

a victimof sexual battery, lewd acts, or other sexua

m sconduct proscribed in chapter 800 or in s. 794.011, s.
827.071, s. 847.012, s. 847.0125, s. 847.013, s. 847.0133, or
s. 847.0145, may not willfully and knowi ngly discl ose

vi deotaped information that reveals that mnor's identity to a

person who is not assisting in the investigation or

prosecution of the alleged offense or to any person other than

t he defendant, the defendant's attorney, or a person specified

in an order entered by the court having jurisdiction of the

al | eged of f ense.

4. A person who viol ates subparagraph 3. comits a

m sdenmeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082 or s. 775.083.
Section 2. The Legislature finds that there is a

public necessity to protect mnors who are victins of sexua

crinmes from having exposed to the public videotaped statenents

that contain the mnor's statenents regardi ng sexual abuse or

m sconduct perpetrated against them This protection is

necessary to enable the state to prosecute effectively and

efficiently persons who commit such crines and at the sane

tinme to mnimze the trauma to the mnor victins and the

inhibitions that will result if the mnors, or their

guardi ans, are fearful that such vi deotapes can be rel eased

for public consunption during or after any court proceedi ngs.

If such videotapes were subject to release, the state's

ability to prosecute sexual crines and abuse invol ving m nor
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1| victins would be significantly inpaired. The identity of
2| minors who are victins of sexual abuse or sexual crines is
3|linformation of a sensitive personal nature. The rel ease of
4| such information by the rel ease of videotaped statenents given
5] by these nminors would conpound the tragedy already visited
6 | upon their lives and would be defamatory to or cause
7 | unwarrant ed damage to the good nane or reputations of the
8| mnors. Accordingly, such infornmation requires the protection
9] of this exenption
10 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
11 | I aw
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