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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 CS/ HB 3487
By the Conmittee on Health Care Standards_& Regul atory
Ref orm and Representatives Safley, Chestnut, Ziebarth, D
FEeteh " FaSand, WRygar Gen, °Fr ankel " Bk Casey. K mn,
(Additional SponsorS on Last Printed Page)
Abill to be entitled
An act relating to dental insurance coverage;
creating ss. 627.4295 and 627. 65755, F.S., and
anendi ng ss. 627.6471, 627.6472, 627.6515, and
641.31, F.S.; requiring health insurance
policies and contracts to provide coverage for
general anesthesia and hospitalization for
certain persons under certain circunstances;
provi di ng application; providing exceptions;
providing a declaration of inportant state
i nterest; providing application; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 627.4295, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
627. 4295 Dental procedures; anesthesia and

hospitalizati on coverage. --For purposes of this section,

dental treatnent or surgery shall be considered necessary when

the dental condition is likely to result in a nedica

condition if left untreated. Any individual health insurance

policy sold in this state which provides coverage for genera

anest hesi a and hospitalization services to a covered person

shal |l not preclude such coverage in assuring the safe delivery

of necessary dental care provided to a covered person who:

(1) |Is under 8 years of age and is deternined by a

licensed dentist, in consultation with the child' s physician

i censed under chapter 458 or chapter 459, to require

necessary dental treatnent in a hospital or anbul atory

surgi cal center due to a significantly conpl ex dental
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condition or a devel opnental disability in which patient

managenent in the dental office has proved to be ineffective;

or
(2) Has one or nore nedical conditions that woul d

create significant or undue nedical risk for the individual in

the course of delivery of any necessary dental treatnent or

surgery if not rendered in a hospital or anmbul atory surgica

center.

As provided herein, all terns and conditions of the covered

person's health insurance policy shall apply to such services.

An insurer nmay require prior authorization of hospitalization

for dental care in the sane nmanner the insurer requires prior

aut hori zation for hospitalization for other covered services.

This section shall not apply to Medicare suppl enent, long-term

care, disability, linted benefit, or specified disease

policies.

Section 2. Subsection (6) is added to section
627.6471, Florida Statutes, to read

627.6471 Contracts for reduced rates of paynent;
[imtations; coinsurance and deducti bl es. --

(6) For purposes of this subsection, dental treatnent

or surgery shall be considered necessary when the dental

condition is likely to result in a nedical condition if |eft

untreated. Any preferred provider organi zati on contract which

provi des coverage for general anesthesia and hospitalization

services to a covered person shall not preclude such coverage

in assuring the safe delivery of necessary dental care

provided to a covered person who:

(a) |Is under 8 years of age and is deternined by a

licensed dentist, in consultation with the child' s physician
2

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 CS/ HB 3487
601- 141- 98

1| licensed under chapter 458 or chapter 459, to require

2 | necessary dental treatnent in a hospital or anbul atory

3| surgical center due to a significantly conpl ex dental

4| condition or a devel oprmental disability in which patient

5| managenent in the dental office has proved to be ineffective;
6 or

7 (b) Has one or nore nedical conditions that woul d

8| create significant or undue nedical risk for the individual in
9| the course of delivery of any necessary dental treatnent or
10| surgery if not rendered in a hospital or anbul atory surgica
11 | center.

12

13| As provided herein, all terns and conditions of the covered
14 | person's preferred provider organi zati on contract shall apply
15 ] to such services. A preferred provider organi zati on nmay

16 | require prior authorization of hospitalization for dental care
17 | in the sane manner the organi zation requires prior

18 | aut hori zation for hospitalization for other covered services.
19 | This section shall not apply to Medicare suppl ement, long-term
20| care, disability, limted benefit, or specified disease
21| policies.
22 Section 3. Subsection (17) is added to section
23| 627.6472, Florida Statutes, to read:
24 627.6472 Exclusive provider organizations. --
25 (17) For purposes of this subsection, dental treatnent
26 | or surgery shall be considered necessary when the dental
27 | condition is likely to result in a nedical condition if |eft
28 | untreated. Any excl usive provi der organi zati on contract which
29 | provi des coverage for general anesthesia and hospitalization
30| services to a covered person shall not preclude such coverage
31
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in assuring the safe delivery of necessary dental care

provided to a covered person who:

(a) |Is under 8 years of age and is deternined by a

licensed dentist, in consultation with the child' s physician

i censed under chapter 458 or chapter 459, to require

necessary dental treatnent in a hospital or anbul atory

surgi cal center due to a significantly conpl ex dental

condition or a devel opnental disability in which patient

managenent in the dental office has proved to be ineffective;

or
(b) Has one or nore nedical conditions that woul d

create significant or undue nedical risk for the individual in

the course of delivery of any necessary dental treatnent or

surgery if not rendered in a hospital or anmbul atory surgica

center.

As provided herein, all terns and conditions of the covered

person's excl usi ve provi der organi zation contract shall apply

to such services. An exclusive provider organi zati on may

require prior authorization of hospitalization for dental care

in the sanme nmanner the organi zation requires prior

aut hori zation for hospitalization for other covered services.

This section shall not apply to Medicare suppl enent, long-term

care, disability, linted benefit, or specified disease

policies.

Section 4. Subsection (8) is added to section
627.6515, Florida Statutes, to read

627.6515 Qut-of-state groups.--

(8) For purposes of this subsection, dental treatnent

or surgery shall be considered necessary when the dental

condition is likely to result in a nedical condition if |eft
4
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untreated. Any group, franchise, or blanket health insurance

policy issued or delivered outside this state, under which

policy a resident of this state is provided coverage for

general anesthesia and hospitalization services to a covered

person, shall not preclude such coverage in assuring the safe

delivery of necessary dental care provided to a covered person
who:

(a) |Is under 8 years of age and is deternined by a

licensed dentist, in consultation with the child' s physician

i censed under chapter 458 or chapter 459, to require

necessary dental treatnent in a hospital or anbul atory

surgi cal center due to a significantly conpl ex dental

condition or a devel opnental disability in which patient

managenent in the dental office has proved to be ineffective;

or
(b) Has one or nore nedical conditions that woul d

create significant or undue nedical risk for the individual in

the course of delivery of any necessary dental treatnent or

surgery if not rendered in a hospital or anmbul atory surgica

center.

As provided herein, all terns and conditions of the covered

person's health insurance policy shall apply to such services.

An insurer nmay require prior authorization of hospitalization

for dental care in the sane nmanner the insurer requires prior

aut hori zation for hospitalization for other covered services.

This section shall not apply to Medicare suppl enent, long-term

care, disability, linited benefit, or specified disease

policies.
Section 5. Section 627.65755, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
5
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627. 65755 Dental procedures; anesthesia and

hospitalizati on coverage. --For purposes of this section,

dental treatnent or surgery shall be considered necessary when

the dental condition is likely to result in a nedica

condition if left untreated. Any group, blanket, or franchise

health insurance policy sold in this state which provides

coverage for general anesthesia and hospitalization services

to a covered person shall not preclude such coverage in

assuring the safe delivery of necessary dental care provided

to a covered person who

(1) |Is under 8 years of age and is deternined by a

licensed dentist, in consultation with the child' s physician

i censed under chapter 458 or chapter 459, to require

necessary dental treatnent in a hospital or anbul atory

surgi cal center due to a significantly conpl ex dental

condition or a devel opnental disability in which patient

managenent in the dental office has proved to be ineffective;

or
(2) Has one or nore nedical conditions that woul d

create significant or undue nedical risk for the individual in

the course of delivery of any necessary dental treatnent or

surgery if not rendered in a hospital or anmbul atory surgica

center.

As provided herein, all terns and conditions of the covered

person's health insurance policy shall apply to such services.

An insurer nmay require prior authorization of hospitalization

for dental care in the sane nmanner the insurer requires prior

aut hori zation for hospitalization for other covered services.

This section shall not apply to Medicare suppl enent, long-term
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care, disability, linted benefit, or specified disease

policies.

Section 6. Subsection (34) is added to section 641.31
Fl orida Statutes, to read

641. 31 Heal th mai ntenance contracts. --

(34) For purposes of this subsection, dental treatnent

or surgery shall be considered necessary when the dental

condition is likely to result in a nedical condition if |eft

untreated. Any heal th nmai nt enance organi zati on contract which

provi des coverage for general anesthesia and hospitalization

services to a covered person shall not preclude such coverage

in assuring the safe delivery of necessary dental care

provided to a covered person who:

(a) |Is under 8 years of age and is deternined by a

licensed dentist, in consultation with the child' s physician

i censed under chapter 458 or chapter 459, to require

necessary dental treatnent in a hospital or anbul atory

surgi cal center due to a significantly conpl ex dental

condition or a devel opnental disability in which patient

managenent in the dental office has proved to be ineffective;

or
(b) Has one or nore nedical conditions that woul d

create significant or undue nedical risk for the individual in

the course of delivery of any necessary dental treatnent or

surgery if not rendered in a hospital or anmbul atory surgica

center.

As provided herein, all terns and conditions of the covered

person's heal th mai nt enance organi zation contract shall apply

to such services. A health nmintenance organi zati on nay

require prior authorization of hospitalization for dental care
7
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1|in the sane manner the organi zation requires prior

2 | authorization for hospitalization for other covered services.

3| This section shall not apply to Medi care supplenent, long-term

4| care, disability, limted benefit, or specified disease

5| poli ci es.

6 Section 7. The provisions of this act fulfill an

7] inportant state interest in that they pronote the relief,

8| alleviation, and prevention of health, dental, or nedica

9| probl ens associated with i nadequate dental care.

10 Section 8. This act shall take effect October 1 of the

11| year in which enacted and shall apply to any policy issued,

12| witten, or renewed, or contract entered into, on or after

13 | such date.
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