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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 3509
By Representative Constantine

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to notor vehicle specialty
|icense plates; anending s. 320.08053, F.S.
revising |language with respect to requirenents
for requests to establish specialty |icense
pl ates; anending s. 320.08056, F.S.; revising
| anguage with respect to specialty |icense
plates to provide criteria for the
di sconti nuance of the issuance of an approved
pl ate; anending s. 320.08062, F.S.; revising
| anguage with respect to an annual required
audit or report; revising | anguage with respect
to annual use fees of special |icense plates;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 320. 08053,
Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:

320. 08053 Requirenents for requests to establish
specialty license plates.--

(1) An organization that seeks authorization to
est abl i sh the—estabH-shrent—of a new specialty |icense plate
for which an annual use fee is to be charged nust subnit to

t he depart nent:
(a) A request for the particular specialty |license
pl ate bei ng sought, describing the proposed specialty |license

plate in general terns.
(b) The results of a scientific sanple survey of

Fl ori da notor vehicle owners that indicates at | east 15, 000

not or vehicle owners intend to purchase the proposed specialty
1

CODI NG Wr ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O ®~NOO®Uu D WNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 3509
502- 166- 98

license plate at the increased cost. The sanpl e survey of

regi stered notor vehicle owners nmust be perforned

i ndependently of the requesting organi zati on by an

organi zation that conducts sinilar sanple surveys as a nornm

course of business. Prior to conducting a sanple survey for

t he purposes of this section, a requesting organi zati on nmust

obtain a deternmination fromthe departnent that the

organi zation selected to conduct the survey perforns simlar

surveys as a nornal course of business and is i ndependent of

t he requesti ng organi zat i on. Apetition—ofrn—aformapprovetd—Dby

(c) An application fee, not to exceed$60, 000$30,-600,
to defray the departnent's cost for review ng the application
and devel oping the specialty license plate, if authorized.

State funds nmay not be used to pay the application fee, except

for collegiate specialty license plates authorized in s.
320.08058(3) and (13).
(d) A marketing strategy outlining short-term and

| ong-term narketing plans for the requested specialty license
plate and a financial analysis outlining the anticipated
revenues and the planned expenditures of the revenues to be
derived fromthe sale of the requested specialty |icense

pl at es.

The information required under this subsection nust be
submtted to the departnent at |east 90 days before the

conveni ng of the next regul ar session of the Legislature.

2
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1 Section 2. Subsections (8) and (9) of section

2| 320. 08056, Florida Statutes, are anmended, and subsection (10)
3|is added to said section, to read:

4 320. 08056 Specialty license plates.--

5 (8)(a) The departnent nust discontinue the issuance of
6 | an approved specialty license plate if:

7 1. Less than 8,000 plates are issued for that

8 | specialty license plate by the end of the 5th year of sales.
9 2. Less than 8,000 plates are issued for that

10 | specialty license plate during any subsequent 5-year period.
11 (b) The departnent is authorized to discontinue the
12 | i ssuance of a specialty license plate and distribution of

13 | associ ated annual use fee proceeds if the organi zati on no

14 | longer exists, if the organi zati on has stopped providing

15| services that are authorized to be funded fromthe annual use
16 | fee proceeds, or pursuant to an organi zational recipient's
17 | request.

18 (c) The requirenents of paragraph (a) shall not apply
19| to collegiate specialty license plates authorized in s.

20 | 320.08058(3) and (13).H——annval—use-—feer+evenves—fromthe

21 | sate—of—a—speectattyt+iecenseptate—exceetdthe—departwent—s

22 | eosts—by—the Sth—year—of——sates—that—speciattyt+Hcenseptate
23 bei w et I od—of . i
oa | ; I I : I et I Fod—t

25 | departrent—determnes—that—annuval—use-feerevenves—fromthe
26 I : ol L I . FION (ot

27 | aH—oef—thedepartrent-—s—costsretatedtothat—speciatty

o8 | 1 I 4 I hald—e . . . I

29 | speciattyt+icenseplate-

30 (9) The organi zation that requested the specialty

31| license plate may not redesign the specialty license plate

3
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before—the—end—of—the5Sth—year unless the inventory of those

pl ates has been depl eted. However, the organi zation may
purchase the renmmi ning inventory of the specialty license
pl ates fromthe departnent at cost.

(10) A specialty license plate annual use fee

coll ected and distributed under this chapter, or any interest

earned fromthose fees, nmay not be used for commercial or

for-profit activities nor for general or adnministrative

expenses, except as authorized by s. 320.08058 or to pay the
cost of the audit or report required by s. 320.08062(1).

Section 3. Section 320.08062, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

320. 08062 Audits required; annual use fees of special
license plates.--
(1)(a) Al organizations that receive annual use fee

proceeds fromthe departnent are responsi ble for ensuring that

proceeds are used in accordance with ss. 320. 08056 and
320. 08058.
(b) Al organizational recipients of any specialty

|icense plate annual use fee authorized in this chapter, not
ot herwi se subject to annual audit by the Ofice of the Auditor
CGeneral, shall subnmt either an annual er—biennial audit of

t he expenditures of annual use fees and interest earned from
these fees, to deternmine if expenditures are being nade in
accordance with the specifications outlined by law. The audit
shal |l be prepared by a certified public accountant |icensed
under chapter 473 at that organi zational recipient's expense.
The notes to the financial statenents should state whether

expendi tures were nade in accordance with ss. 320. 08056 and
320. 08058. Such—atdits—shat—be—detivered—tothePresident—of
4
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o-H-ece—of—the—Coverner—and—the—departnent—no—tater—than
I ey I I . hiehtd r
perfortet-

(c) Inlieu of an annual audit, any organization

receiving less than $25, 000 in annual use fee proceeds

directly fromthe departnent nmay annually report, under

penalties of perjury, that such proceeds were used in
conpliance with ss. 320.08056 and 320.08058. The attestation
shall be made annually in a formand format determ ned by the

depart nent.
(d) The annual audit or report shall be subnmitted to

the departnent for review within 180 days after the end of the

organi zation's fiscal year

(2)3r Wthin 90 days after receiving an
organi zation's audit or report Byfebruary—t-of—each—year, the

departnent shall deterni ne which recipients of revenues from

specialty license plate annual use fees have not conplied with
subsection (1). |If the departnent determ nes that an

organi zati on has not conplied wth—subseet+on—{1ror has

failed to use the revenues in accordance with ss. 320. 08056

and s—320. 08058, the department nust fay di scontinue the

di stribution of the revenues to the organization until the

departnent deternines that the organization has conplied +s

conphying—wi-th—thoese—provistons. |f an organi zation fails to

conply within 12 nonths after the annual use fee proceeds are
5
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1| withheld by the departnent, the proceeds shall be deposited
2]linto the H ghway Safety Operating Trust Fund to offset
3| departnent costs related to the i ssuance of specialty |icense
4| pl ates.
5 (3) 4 The Auditor General and the departnent have has
6| the authority to exanmine all records pertaining to the use of
7] funds fromthe sale of specialty license plates.
8 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
9] I aw
10
11 kkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkikhkhkkhkkhkikhkkikkhkkhkkikhkkikkk*k
12 HOUSE SUMVARY
13 _ o . :
Revi ses provisions of |aw governing the issuance of
14 specialty license plates t0 requiré scientific sanple
surveys of registered notor vehicle owners prior to the
15 i ssuance of slch plates, to authorize an increase in the
initial application fee by an organi zation for the
16 i ssuance of such plates, and to revise provisions
relating to the discontinuance of such plates. Revises
17 B[OVISIOHS relating to an annual audit or report. See
ill for details.
18
19
20
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