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1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to |icense plates; anending ss.

3 320. 08056 and 320.08058, F.S.; creating a

4 Fl orida Evergl ades River of Grass |icense

5 plate; providing for the distribution of annua

6 use fees received fromthe sale of such license

7 pl ates; providing an effective date

8

9| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

10

11 Section 1. Paragraph (t) is added to subsection (4) of
12 | section 320.08056, Florida Statutes, to read:

13 320. 08056 Specialty license plates.--

14 (4) The following license plate annual use fees shal
15| be collected for the appropriate specialty license plates:

16 (t) Everglades River of Gass license plate, $20

17 Section 2. Subsection (20) is added to section

18 | 320. 08058, Florida Statutes, to read:

19 320. 08058 Specialty license plates.--
20 (20) EVERGLADES RI VER OF GRASS LI CENSE PLATES. - -
21 (a) Because the Evergl ades ecol ogical systemis of
22 | special interest and inportance to this state, in that it
23| contributes to the state's water supply, provides recreation
24 | serves as habitat for diverse species of aninmal and pl ant
25| 1ife, and contributes to a robust regional econony in the form
26 | of tourismand both nature-rel ated and resource-rel ated jobs;
27 | because it is the policy of the state to conserve and protect
28 | its natural resources and scenic beauty; because the
29 | Legi sl ature has recogni zed the Evergl ades as an area of
30 | special concern for restoration and preservation since the
31| 1994 Evergl ades Forever Act; because the Legislature, the
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1| Departnent of Environmental Protection, and the South Florida
2 | water Managenent District have devel oped plans for the

3| inprovenent and restoration of the Evergl ades; because the

4| state has designated the Evergl ades an Qutstanding Florida

5| Water; because the Everglades is an international treasure,

6| cel ebrated as an International Bi osphere Reserve and Wrld

7| Heritage site; and because the Everglades is unique to the

8| State of Florida, in that there are no other everglades in the
9| world, the Legislature hereby establishes a Florida Evergl ades
10| River of GGrass license plate for the purpose of providing a
11 | continuous fundi ng source to support the worthwhile effort of
12 | Evergl ades restoration and to hei ghten public awareness of

13| this econonmically significant resource. The departnent shal
14 | develop a Florida Evergl ades River of Grass license plate

15| which shall bear the colors and desi gn approved by the

16 | departnent. The word "Fl orida" nust appear at the top of the
17 | plate, and the words "Evergl ades River of Gass" nust appear
18 | at the bottomof the plate. The plate nust contain an i mage of
19| the bird "roseate spoonbill" standi ng besi de mangroves.

20 (b) The use fees collected for the Florida Evergl ades
21| River of Grass license plate shall be collected and annually
22 | transferred to the Evergl ades Trust Fund as established by s.
23| 17, Art. X of the State Constitution, which fund is

24 | adnmini stered by the South Fl orida Water Managenent District
25| for the purpose of conservation and protection of natura

26 | resources and abatenent of water pollution in the Evergl ades.
27| The following restrictions shall apply to the use of the fees
28 | collected for the Florida Evergl ades River of Grass |license
29 | pl ates:

30 1. Al fees shall be used for Evergl ades conservation
31| and restoration projects, with 50 percent of said fees
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1| dedicated to Evergl ades research. Unencunbered funds from one
2| year may be carried over to the foll owi ng year
3 2. Fees may not be used for adnministrative salaries or
4 | overhead within the water managenent district, nor for any
5| general coordination fees or overhead outside of the district.
6 3. It is the intent of the Legislature that revenues
7 | generated by the Florida Evergl ades River of Grass |license
8| plates shall not be used as replacenent funds for Surface
9 | water | nprovenent and Managenent Act funds or Evergl ades
10 | Forever Act funds, but shall be used solely for the
11 | enhancenent of the Evergl ades.
12 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
13 | I aw
14
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16 HOUSE SUMVARY
17 _ _
Directs the Department of H ghway Safety and Mbtor
18 Vehicles to devel op.a Florida Everglades River of G ass
|icense plate, Provides an annual Use fee of $20. See
19 bill for details.
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