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Florida Senate - 1998 CS for CS for SB 356

5¥ the Cormmittees on Judiciary, Crinminal Justice and Senators
Ilians, Kirkpatrick and Brown-Wite

308-2225-98
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to appellate review, creating a
task force to review the death penalty appea
process; providing for the conposition of the
task force; providing for the termof the task
force; providing for organization and
conposition; providing for powers and duti es;
requiring the task force to maintain the
confidentiality of certain docunents and ot her
information; providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, because the effectiveness of the death penalty
as a deterrent to violent crinme is related to its swift and
fair application to crimnals sentenced to die, it is
important to review the current |aws and procedures applicable
to death penalty appeals to assure that the process best
serves society's interests within the boundaries established
by the State Constitution and the Constitution of the United
St ates, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. (1) There shall be created within the

Ofice of the Attorney CGeneral the Death Penalty Appeal s Task
Force. The Task Force shall be conposed of:

(a) Two persons appointed by the Chief Justice of the

Suprene Court,

(b) Two persons appointed by the Speaker of the House

of Representatives;

(c) Two persons appointed by the President of the

Senat e;
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(d) Two persons appoi nted by the Governor

(e) The Attorney CGeneral or his or her designee;

(f) Two persons appointed by the Florida Public

Def ender Associ ati on; and

(g) Two persons appointed by the Florida Prosecuting

Attorneys Associ ation

(2) The task force nenbers shall serve from

appoi ntnent until the adjournnment sine die of the regul ar

| egi slative session held in 1999.

(3) The task force shall elect one of its nenbers as

chai r per son.

(4) The nenbers of the task force shall serve without

conpensation, but shall be reinbursed for per diemand travel

expenses as provided in section 112.061, Florida Statutes.

(5) The task force shall exanine and reconmend net hods

to avoid nultiple appeals and to avoid unjustifiable delays in

death penalty cases.

(6) The actions, investigations, and proceedi ngs of

the task force are exenpt fromthe provisions of chapter 120,

Fl ori da St at ut es.

(7) The task force may procure infornation and

assi stance fromany officer or agency of the state or any

subdi vi sion thereof, including all courts of this state. A

docunent or other information that is exenpt from public

i nspection under chapter 119, Florida Statutes, does not

becone a public record when it is provided by any officer or

agency to the task force for review or consideration, and the

task force shall maintain the confidentiality of such docunent

or information.
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(8) The task force nmay appoint on executive director

who shall serve at the pleasure of the task force, and may

hire additional staff as necessary.

(9) The task force shall subnit a report with

reconmended changes, if any, by Decenber 1, 1998, to the

Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives and to the | eader of the party in

each chanber which is not the party of the presiding officer

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becom ng

| aw.
STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
for SB 356

The Committee Substitute for Commttee Substitute for Senate
Bill 356 deletes the entirety of the bill and creates a task
force to exam ne nultiple appeals and recommend nethods to
avoid these nultiple aﬂpeals and to avoid unjust delays in
death penalty cases. The task force is to consist of

ersons appoi nted by specified individuals and organi zati ons.

he menbers are to Serve wi thout conpensation but "are to
receive per diemand travel expenses. The task force isto
submt a report with recommended changes, if ang Y Decenber
1, 1998, to the Governor, the President of the Senate,
S eaker of the House, and the | eader of the party in each

anber which is not the party of the presiding officer.
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