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A bill to be entitled

An act relating to clains for damages occurring

to a person engaged in crimnal conduct;

creating the "Crine Victinms Protection Act";

creating s. 960.298, F.S.; barring recovery of

damages for personal injury or injury to

property in cases when the clainmant has

i ncurred the danages while engaged in certain

crim nal conduct and seeks recovery fromthe

person or other entity that was the victimor

obj ect of the clainmant's crim nal conduct;

providing for the court to stay the civil

action during the pendency of the crimna

action which forns the basis for the defense;

provi di ng an exception; providing for award of

attorney's fees, costs, and other expenses to

the victimor object of the clainmant's crimna

conduct when the recovery is barred; providing

a definition; providing for applicability;

providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. This act shall be cited as the "Crine
Victims Protection Act."

Section 2. Section 960.298, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

960. 298 Recovery for injuries barred by claimant's

crimnal conduct. --

(1) |In any action to recover damages for persona

injury or injury to property, in the event that the persona
1
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injury or injury to property occurred while the clai rant was

engaged i n conduct which constitutes a felony, or a

m sdeneanor invol ving violence under the laws of this state,

or inmmediate flight therefromand thereafter a conviction for

an offense arising out of such conduct was obtai ned agai nst

the claimant, such crinmnal conduct shall bar recovery from

the person or other entity that was the victimor object of

the claimant's crim nal conduct.

(2) Any civil action in which the defense recogni zed

by this section is raised shall be stayed by the court on the

notion of the civil defendant during the pendency of any

crimnal action which forns the basis for the defense, unless

the court finds that a conviction in the crimnal action would

not forma valid defense under this section

(3) |If recovery is barred by this section, the court

shal |l award reasonable attorney's fees, costs, and other

expenses to the civil defendant that was the victimor object

of the claimant's crimnal conduct, including, but not limted

to, necessary travel expenses and other expenses incurred by

the civil defendant and the civil defendant's w tnesses.

(4) As used in this section, the term"conviction"

neans a determination of guilt that is the result of a plea or

atrial, regardl ess of whether adjudication is wthheld.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
law, and shall apply to injuries occurring on or after that
dat e.
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3
Creates the "Crinme Victimis Protection Act." Bars

4 recovery of danmges for personal |njur¥ or injury to
proPerty fromthe person or other entity that was the

5 victimor object of the claimant's crim nal conduct, in
cases when the claimant incurred the danages while

6 engaged in certain crinmnal conduct. Provides for the
courf to stay the civil action during the pendency of the

7 crimnal action which forns the basiS for the defense.
Provi des an exception. Provides for award of attorney's

8 fees, costs, and other expenses to the victimor objeéect
of the claimant's crinminal conduct when the recovery is

9 barr ed.
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