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By the Committee on Water & Resource Managenent and
Represent ati ve Posey

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to state funds; anmendi ng ss.

3 370.12 and 327.25, F.S; prohibiting certain

4 uses of Save the Manatee Trust Fund noneys;

5 anendi ng ss. 320. 08058 and 320.08062, F.S., to

6 conform providing for discontinuance of

7 revenues and rei nbursenent of inappropriately

8 used noneys; providing an effective date.

9

10| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

11

12 Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5) of section
13| 370.12, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

14 370.12 Marine aninmals; regulation.--

15 (5) ANNUAL FUNDI NG OF PROGRAMS FOR MARI NE ANI MALS. - -
16 (a) Each fiscal year the Save the Manatee Trust Fund
17 | shall be available to fund an inpartial scientific benchmark
18 | census of the nmanatee population in the state. \Wather

19 | pernmitting, the study shall be conducted annually by the
20 | Departnent of Environnental Protection and the results shal
21| be nade available to the President of the Senate, the Speaker
22 | of the House of Representatives, and the Governor and Cabi net
23| for use in the evaluation and devel opnent of nanatee
24 | protection nmeasures. |In addition, the Save the Manatee Trust
25| Fund shall be avail able for annual funding of activities of
26 | public and private organi zati ons and those of the departnent
27 | intended to provide nanatee and nmarine nanmal protection and
28 | recovery effort; manufacture and erection of infornmational and
29 | regul atory signs; production, publication, and distribution of
30 | educational materials; participation in manatee and narine
31 | mammal research prograns, including carcass sal vage and ot her
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prograns; prograns intended to assist the recovery of the
nmanat ee as an endanger ed species, assist the recovery of the
endangered or threatened nmarine mammal s, and prevent the
endanger nent of other species of marine mammal s; and ot her
simlar prograns intended to protect and enhance the recovery
of the manatee and ot her species of marine nanmals. None of
the Save the Manatee Trust Fund noneys distributed to

nongovernnental entities shall be used for adm nistrative or

civil litigation costs or fees, for comercial or for-profit

activities, or for general or adm nistrative expenses. The

departnent shall annually solicit advisory reconmendations
fromthe Save the Manatee Committee affiliated with the Save
the Manatee Cub, as identified and recogni zed in Executive
Order 85-19, on the use of funds fromthe Save the Manat ee
Trust Fund.

Section 2. Subsections (11) and (16) of section
327.25, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

327.25 Cassification; registration; fees and charges;
surcharge; disposition of fees; fines; narine turtle

stickers.--
(11) VOLUNTARY CONTRI BUTI ONS. --The application form
for boat registration shall include a provision to allow each

applicant to indicate a desire to pay an additional voluntary
contribution to the Save the Manatee Trust Fund for manatee
and mari ne mammal research, protection, recovery, rescue,
rehabilitation, and rel ease. None of the Save the Mnat ee

Trust Fund noneys distributed to nongovernnental entities

shal|l be used for adninistrative or civil litigation costs or

fees, for commercial or for-profit activities, or for genera

or adm nistrative expenses. This contribution shall be in

addition to all other fees and charges. The anpbunt of the
2
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1| request for a voluntary contribution solicited shall be $1 per
2| registrant. Beginning with boat registration in fiscal year

3] 1992-1993, the request for a voluntary contribution solicited
4 | shall be $2 or $5 per registrant. A registrant who provides a
5| voluntary contribution of $5 or nore shall be given a sticker
6| or enblemby the tax collector to display, which signifies

7 | support for the Save the Manatee Trust Fund. All voluntary

8 | contributions shall be deposited in the Save the Manat ee Trust
9| Fund for use according to this subsection. The first $2 of

10 | voluntary contribution by a vessel registrant shall be

11 | available for the manatee protection and recovery effort

12 | pursuant to s. 370.12(5)(a). Any additional anount of

13 | voluntary contribution by a vessel registrant shall also be
14 | for the purpose of the nmanatee protection and recovery effort,
15 | except that any voluntary contribution in excess of the first
16 | $2 voluntary contribution by a vessel registrant but not

17 | exceeding $2 shall be available for manatee rehabilitation by
18 | those facilities approved to rescue, rehabilitate, and rel ease
19 | manat ees pursuant to s. 370.12(5)(b). The formshall also

20 | i nclude | anguage pernmitting a voluntary contribution of $5 per
21 | applicant, which contribution shall be transferred into the
22 | El ection Canpai gn Financing Trust Fund. A statenent providing
23 | an explanation of the purpose of the trust fund shall also be
24 | i ncl uded.

25 (16) DI STRI BUTI ON OF FEES. - - Moneys deposited pursuant
26| to s. 327.28 to be returned to the counties are for the sole
27 | purposes of providing recreational channel narking and public
28 | launching facilities and other boating-related activities, for
29 | renoval of vessels and floating structures deened a hazard to
30| public safety and health for failure to conply with s. 327.53,
31| and for nmanatee and nari ne manmal protection and recovery.
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1| The departnent shall ascertain, as a guideline in deternining
2 | the ampunts of distributions each county may receive, the

3 | nunber of nonconmercial vessels registered in the county

4| during the preceding fiscal year according to the fee schedul e
5| provided in subsection (1) and shall pronulgate rules to

6| effectuate this. Each fiscal year, prior to determ nation of
7| distributions to the counties under this section, an anmount

8| equal to $1 for each vessel registered in this state shall be
9| transferred to the Save the Manatee Trust Fund for manatee and
10 | mari ne manmmal research, protection, and recovery. None of the
11 | Save the Manatee Trust Fund noneys distributed to

12 | nongovernnental entities shall be used for administrative or
13 ) civil litigation costs or fees, for coomercial or for-profit
14 ) activities, or for general or adninistrative expenses.

15 Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 320.08058

16 | Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

17 320. 08058 Specialty license plates.--

18 (1) MANATEE LI CENSE PLATES. - -

19 (a) The departnent shall develop a nanatee |icense

20| plate to comenorate the official state marine mammal. The

21| word "Florida" nust appear at the top of the plate, and the

22 | words "Save the Manatee" nust appear at the bottom of the

23 | pl ate.

24 (b)1. The manatee |license plate annual use fee nust be
25 | deposited into the Save the Manatee Trust Fund, created within
26 | the Departnent of Environnental Protection. The funds

27 | deposited in the Save the Manatee Trust Fund may be used only
28 | for environnental education; nmanatee research; facilities, as
29 | provided in s. 370.12(5)(b); and nmanatee protection and

30 | recovery; and nay not be used as otherw se prohibited by s.

31| 370.12(5)(a).
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1 2. For fiscal year 1996-1997, 25 percent of the

2 | manatee license plate annual use fee nust be deposited into

3| the Save the Manatee Trust Fund within the Departnent of

4 | Environnental Protection and shall be used for nanatee

5| facilities as provided in s. 370.12(5)(b).

6 Section 4. Section 320.08062, Florida Statutes, is

7 | anended to read:

8 320. 08062 Audits required; annual use fees of special
9] license plates. --

10 (1) Al organizational recipients of any specialty

11 ]| license plate annual use fee authorized in this chapter, not
12 | otherwi se subject to annual audit by the Ofice of the Auditor
13 | General, shall subnmt either an annual or biennial audit of

14 | the expenditures of annual use fees and interest earned from
15| these fees, to determne if expenditures are being nmade in

16 | accordance with the specifications outlined by law. The audit
17 | shall be prepared by a certified public accountant |icensed
18 | under chapter 473 at that organi zational recipient's expense.
19 | Such audits shall be delivered to the President of the Senate,
20 | the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Ofice of the
21| Governor, and the departnent no |later than Decenber 31 of the
22 | cal endar year in which the audit was perforned.

23 (2) A specialty license plate annual use fee collected
24 | and distributed under this chapter, or any interest earned

25| fromthose fees, may not be used for conmercial or for-profit
26 | activities nor for general or administrative expenses, except
27 | to pay the cost of the independent audit required by

28 | subsection (1), and the nanatee |license plate annual use fee
29 | al so shall not be used as otherw se prohibited by s.

30 | 370.12(5)(a).

31
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1 (3) By February 1 of each year, the departnent shal
2 | determine which recipients of revenues fromspecialty |icense
3| plate annual use fees have not conplied with subsection (1).
41 1f the departnent determ nes that an organi zati on has not

5] conplied with subsection (1) or has failed to use the revenues
6| in accordance with s. 320. 08058, the departnment nust way

7 | discontinue the distribution of the revenues to the

8 | organi zation until the departnent determines that the

9| organi zation is conplying with those provisions and has

10 | rei nbursed the departnent for all noneys inappropriately used.
11 (4) The Auditor General has the authority to exam ne
12 ) all records pertaining to the use of funds fromthe sal e of
13 | specialty |icense pl ates.

14 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becom ng
15| I aw
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