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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 CS/HB 3711

By the Committee on Governnental Operations and
Representati ve Lacasa

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to a feasibility study
i nvolving corrections; requiring the Ofice of
Program Pol i cy Anal ysis and Gover nnent
Accountability (OPPAGA) to conduct a study on
the feasibility of the Departnment of
Corrections submitting a bid and operating its
prisons in a manner simlar to that provided by
law for private contractors; requiring the
study to be submitted to the presiding officers
of the Legislature; providing an effective
dat e.

WHEREAS, an inmate's disconfort resulting fromaustere
i mprisonnent conditions not only deters the specific
i ndividual fromcomrtting further crininal offenses, but also
has a general deterrent effect upon those in society
contenplating sinmlar activities, and

WHEREAS, many citizens are often appall ed when they
becone aware of the conforts that prisoners in prisons enjoy
when many of our citizens can not afford these |uxuries, and

WHEREAS, the no-frills prison novenent in Florida
resulted in the Legislature elininating or restricting many
diverse inmate privileges, and the ability of correctiona
managers in the public prisons to purchase with non-tax
dol l ars recreation equi pnent and tel evisions, and

WHEREAS, there is substantial agreenent anong
corrections experts regarding the legitimcy of elimnating or
restricting free weights and personal clothing and
establ i shing nmedical copaynents, and there also is

1

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O WDN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 CS/HB 3711
192-997- 98

consi derabl e agreenent that elinmnating all access to
tel evision and recreational opportunities is inmprudent, and

WHEREAS, the no-frills prison novenent in Florida has
had an uni ntended consequence of naking it nore difficult and
costly for prison officials in the public prisons to naintain
security, and

WHEREAS, an ideal prison system should use both
i ncentives and di sincentives to control and change i nmate
behavi or, and

WHEREAS, the dedicated correctional officers working in
our public prisons deserve to be protected from harm by havi ng
the ability to appropriately punish and reward i nnmates under
their control, and

WHEREAS, there is a public safety benefit in the
successful rehabilitation and return of deserving i nmates back
into society, and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Legislature to
establish a two-tier correctional systemin which both private
and public correctional facilities are given the necessary
managenent tools to effectively punish and reward innates,
NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. The Ofice of Program Policy Analysis and

Governnent Accountability (OPPAGA) shall study the feasibility
of the Departnment of Corrections submitting a bid and

operating its prisons in a sinilar nmanner as provided by | aw

in chapter 957, Florida Statutes, for private firnms and ot her

private contractors. The study shall be subnitted to the

2

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 CS/HB 3711
192-997- 98

Speaker of the House of Representatives and to the President
of the Senate by January 1, 1999.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
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