Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 3743
By Representative Mrse

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to elections; anending s.

3 97.041, F.S., relating to qualifications to

4 regi ster or vote; providing that holders of a
5 honest ead exenption may only be registered in
6 the county and precinct in which the property
7 for which the honestead exenption has been

8 granted is located; providing an exception

9 anending s. 97.052, F.S.; requiring certain

10 information relating to honestead exenptions
11 and an applicant's social security nunber to be
12 included in and elicited by the uniform

13 statew de voter registration application

14 anending s. 97.053, F.S.; requiring the | ast

15 four digits of an applicant's social security
16 nunber to be included on a voter registration
17 application for the application to be conplete;
18 anending s. 101.64, F.S.; revising absentee

19 ball ot requirenents relating to the voter's
20 certificate and wi tnesses; requiring notice of
21 the penalty for fraud in connection with voting
22 to be included on the voter's certificate;
23 providing a space for inclusion of the | ast
24 four digits of the voter's social security
25 nunber; revising the requirenents to be a
26 wi tness for an absentee ballot; limting the
27 nunber of absentee ballots a person can w tness
28 per el ection; providing exceptions; requiring
29 notice to witnesses of the penalty for fal se
30 swearing; requiring the printed nane of each
31 W tness; revising the witness oath, to conform
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1 anending s. 101.65, F.S., relating to the

2 instructions to absent electors enclosed with

3 each absentee ballot; expanding notice

4 requirenents relating to what nust be included
5 in order for an absentee ballot to be counted

6 to include the requirenment for the printed nane
7 and, when applicable, Florida voter

8 regi stration nunber of each witness and for the
9 | ast four digits of a voter's social security
10 nunber and to include notice of the restriction
11 on the nunber of ballots that nmay be wi tnessed
12 per election; anending s. 101.68, F.S.

13 requiring county canvassing boards to declare
14 an absentee ballot illegal if it does not

15 include the last four digits of the elector's
16 soci al security nunber and the printed nane

17 and, when applicable, voter registration nunber
18 of the attesting witness; providing that an

19 absentee ballot will not be declared illegal if
20 the attesting witness witnesses nore than two
21 absentee ballots per election; creating s.
22 104. 125, F.S.; providing a penalty for
23 W tnessing nore than two absentee ballots per
24 el ection; providing exceptions; anendi ng s.
25 196. 111, F.S.; requiring property appraisers to
26 notify persons entitled to honestead exenptions
27 of the requirenents relating to voter
28 registration and the potential |oss of
29 honest ead exenption; creating s. 196.115, F.S.
30 providing for termination of honestead
31 exenption upon registration as an elector in

2
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 3743
281-182-98

1 anot her precinct and providing for assessnent

2 of back taxes as a result thereof; providing an

3 exception; anending s. 196.121, F.S.; requiring

4 honest ead exenption forns to include notice of

5 the requirenents for factual deternination of

6 per manent residency by the property appraiser

7 and notice of the requirenents relating to

8 voter registration and the potential |oss of

9 honest ead exenption; providing an effective

10 dat e.

11

12 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

13

14 Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 97.041, Florida
15| Statutes, is anended to read:

16 97.041 «Qualifications to register or vote.--

17 (1)(a) A person nmay becone a registered voter only if
18 | t hat person:

19 1. Is at |east 18 years of age
20 2. ls acitizen of the United States;
21 3. Is alegal resident of the State of Florida;
22 4. |Is a legal resident of the county in which that
23 | person seeks to be registered; and
24 5. Registers pursuant to the Florida El ecti on Code.
25 (b) For purposes of the residency requirenents of
26 | paragraph (a), a person granted a honestead exenption in this
27 | state may register to vote only in the county and precinct in
28 | which the property for which the honestead exenpti on has been
29 | granted is |located. This paragraph does not apply if the
30 | honestead granted the exenption is being naintained as the
31
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per manent residence of a legal or natural dependent of the

owner and the owner resides el sewhere.

(c)tb)y A person who is otherwi se qualified may
preregister on or after that person's 17th birthday and nay
vote in any election occurring on or after that person's 18th
bi rt hday.

Section 2. Subsections (2) and (3) of section 97.052,
Fl orida Statutes, are anended to read

97.052 Uniform statew de voter registration
application. - -

(2) The uniform statew de voter registration
application nust be designed to elicit the follow ng
information fromthe applicant:

(a) Full nane.

(b) Date of birth.

(c) Address of |egal residence.

(d) Mailing address, if different.

(e) County of |egal residence.

(f) Address of property for which the applicant has

been granted a honestead exenption, if any.
(g) > Race or ethnicity that best describes the
appl i cant:

Anerican I ndian or Al askan Nati ve.
Asi an or Pacific |slander.
Bl ack, not Hi spanic.

Hi spani c.

) (g Sex.

i){th)y Party affiliation
j) - Whether the applicant needs assistance in

voti ng.

2
3
4. \White, not Hispanic.
5
h

b~

4

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O N D WNPER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 3743
281-182-98

(k) £ Name and address where |ast registered.
(1)t Last four digits of the applicant's soci al

security nunber {eptional).
(m ) Tel ephone number (optional).

(n) M- Signature of applicant under penalty for false

swearing pursuant to s. 104.011, by which the person
subscribes to the oath required by s. 3, Art. VI of the State
Constitution and s. 97.051, and swears or affirns that the
information contained in the registration application is true.

(0) tn)y Whether the application is being used for
initial registration, to update a voter registration record,
or to request a replacenent registration identification card.

(p) te) Whether the applicant is a citizen of the
United States.

(q) tp)y That the applicant has not been convicted of a
felony or, if convicted, has had his or her civil rights
restored.

(r)ta)y That the applicant has not been adjudicated
mentally incapacitated with respect to voting or, if so
adj udi cated, has had his or her right to vote restored.

The registration formshall be in plain | anguage and desi gned
so that convicted felons whose civil rights have been restored
and persons who have been adjudicated nmentally incapacitated
and have had their voting rights restored are not required to
reveal their prior conviction or adjudication

(3) The uniform statew de voter registration
application nust also contain:

(a) The oath required by s. 3, Art. VI of the State
Constitution and s. 97.051.

5
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(b) A statenent specifying each eligibility
requi rement under s. 97.041, including the requirenent with

respect to registration and honest ead exenpti on under s.
97.041(1) (b).
(c) The penalties provided in s. 104.011 for false

swearing in connection with voter registration.

© 00 N o O DN P

13 (d)fe)y A statenent that, if an applicant declines to

14 | register to vote, the fact that the applicant has declined to
15| register will remain confidential and nmay be used only for

16 | voter registration purposes.

17 (e)tH)» A statenent that inforns the applicant who

18 | chooses to register to vote or update a voter registration

19 | record that the office at which the applicant submits a voter
20 | registration application or updates a voter registration

21| record will remain confidential and may be used only for voter
22 | regi stration purposes.

23 (f) A statenent that inforns the applicant that any

24 | person who has been granted a honestead exenption in this

25 | state and who registers to vote in any precinct other than the
26 | one in which the property for which the honestead exenption

27 | has been granted is located, in violation of s. 97.041(1)(b),
28 | shall have the person's honestead exenption terninated and may
29 | be subject to assessnent of back taxes under s. 196. 115,

30 | unl ess the honmestead granted the exenption is being naintained
31
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as the permanent residence of a |legal or natural dependent of

t he owner and the owner resides el sewhere.

Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5) of section
97.053, Florida Statutes, is anmnended to read:

97.053 Acceptance of voter registration
applications. --

(5)(a) A voter registration application is conplete if
it contains:

1. The applicant's nane.

2. The applicant's |egal residence address.

3. The applicant's date of birth.

4. An indication that the applicant is a citizen of
the United States.

5. The last four digits of the applicant's soci al

security nunber.

6.5~ An indication that the applicant has not been
convicted of a felony or that, if convicted, has had his or
her civil rights restored.

7.6 An indication that the applicant has not been
adj udi cated nentally incapacitated with respect to voting or
that, if so adjudicated, has had his or her right to vote
restored.

8.7 Signature of the applicant swearing or affirmng
under the penalty for fal se swearing pursuant to s. 104.011
that the information contained in the registration application
is true and subscribing to the oath required by s. 3, Art. VI
of the State Constitution and s. 97.051.

Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 101.64, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

101.64 Delivery of absentee ballots; envel opes;
form--

7
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1 (1) The supervisor shall enclose with each absentee
2| ballot two envel opes: a secrecy envel ope, into which the

3| absent elector shall enclose his or her marked ball ot; and a
4 | mailing envel ope, into which the absent elector shall then

5| pl ace the secrecy envel ope, which shall be addressed to the
6 | supervi sor and al so bear on the back side a certificate in

7 | substantially the followi ng form

8

9 Note: Please Read Instructions Carefully Before

10 Mar ki ng Ball ot and Conpleting Voter's Certificate.

11

12 VOTER S CERTI FI CATE

13

14 I, ...(print nane)..., do solemmly swear or affirmthat
15| 1 ama qualified elector in this election and-that | am

16 | unable to attend the polls on el ection day;—ant—that—+—have
17 | not—and—wtH—noet—vote—rmore—than—onebattot—in—this—etection.
18 | | understand that if | conmit or attenpt to conmt any fraud
19 ] in connection with voting, vote a fraudulent ballot, or vote
20 | nore than once in an election, | can be convicted of a fel ony
21| of the third degree and fined up to $5,000 and/or inprisoned
22| for up to 5 years. | also understand that failure to sign

23| this certificate and have ny signature w tnessed wll

24 | invalidate ny ballot.

25

26| ...(Voter's signature)(Last four digits of voter's social

27 | security nunber)..

28

29 | Note: Your signature nust be witnessed by one witness 18

30 | Years—of—Age—or—Gder who is a registered voter in the State
31| of Florida, a notary public, a conm ssioned officer of the
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1| United States nilitary, or a foreign service officer of either
2| the United States Departnent of State or the United States
3] Information Agency,as provided in item7. of the instruction
4| sheet. Except for notaries public, conm ssioned officers of
5]the United States nmilitary, or foreign service officers of
6| either the United States Departnent of State or the United
7| States Informati on Agency, no person nmay serve as an attesting
8| witness on nore than two absentee ballots per election
9
10 | swear or affirmthat the elector signed this Voter's
11| Certificate in nmy presence and that | have not witnessed nore
12 | than two absentee ballots per election, if applicable.
13 | understand that a person who willfully swears or affirns
14 | information that is false in connection with or arising out of
15| voting or elections comrts a felony of the third degree,
16 | which is punishable by a fine of up to $5,000 and/ or
17 | inprisonnent for up to 5 years. | understand further that any
18 | person, other than a notary public, a conm ssioned officer of
19 ) the United States military, or a foreign service officer of
20| either the United States Departnent of State or the United
21| States Informati on Agency, who witnesses nore than two
22 | absentee ballots per election commts a m sdeneanor of the
23| first degree, which is punishable by a fine of up to $1, 000
24 | and/or inprisonnent for up to 1 year
25
26 | ...(Print nane of w tness)(Signature of w tness)(For
27 | witnesses other than notaries public, commissioned officers of
28 | the United States nilitary, or foreign service officers of
29 | either the United States Departnent of State or the United
30| States Informati on Agency, please include your Florida voter
31| registration nunber)..
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1] ...(Address)... ...(Ctyl/State)..
2

3 Section 5. Section 101.65, Florida Statutes, is

4 | anended to read:

5 101.65 Instructions to absent el ectors.--The

6 | supervi sor shall enclose with each absentee ball ot separate
7| printed instructions in substantially the follow ng form

8

9 | READ THESE | NSTRUCTI ONS CAREFULLY BEFORE MARKI NG BALLOT.

10 1. VERY | MPORTANT. 1In order to ensure that your

11 | absentee ballot will be counted, it should be conpl eted and
12 | returned as soon as possible so that it can reach the

13 | supervisor of elections of the county in which your precinct
14 ) is located no later than 7 p.m on the day of the election
15 2. Mark your ballot in secret as instructed on the
16 | bal l ot.

17 3. Place your marked ballot in the encl osed secrecy
18 | envel ope.

19 4. |Insert the secrecy envelope into the encl osed
20| mai li ng envel ope which is addressed to the supervisor
21 5. Seal the mailing envel ope and conpletely fill out
22 | the Voter's Certificate on the back of the nailing envel ope.
23 6. VERY | MPORTANT. Sign your nanme on the |ine above
24| "(Voter's Signature).”
25 7. VERY | MPORTANT. | n order for your absentee ball ot
26 | to be counted, it nust include the printed name, signature,
27 | and address of a witness who is a registered voter in the
28| State of Florida, a notary public, a conmissioned officer of
29| the United States nilitary, or a foreign service officer of
30| either the United States Departnent of State or the United
31| States Informati on Agency i8—years—of—age—-or—otder affixed to
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1| the Voter's Certificate. Wrtnesses other than notaries

2| public, comrissioned officers of the United States nmilitary,
3| or foreign service officers of either the United States

4 | Departnent of State or the United States Informati on Agency

5] must also include their Florida voter registrati on nunber

6 | Except for notaries public, conm ssioned officers of the

7] United States mlitary, and foreign service officers of either
8| the United States Departnent of State or the United States

9| Informati on Agency, no person nay serve as an attesting

10 | witness on nore than two ballots per election. No candi date
11 | may serve as an attesting witness.

12 8. VERY | MPORTANT. | n order for your absentee ball ot
13| to be counted, it nust include the last four digits of your
14 | social security nunber

15 9.8~ Mail, deliver, or have delivered the conpleted

16 | mailing envel ope. Be sure there is sufficient postage if

17 | mai | ed.

18 Section 6. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
19| 101.68, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

20 101. 68 Canvassi ng of absentee ballot.--

21 (2)

22 (c)1. The canvassing board shall, if the supervisor
23 | has not already done so, conpare the signature of the el ector
24 | on the voter's certificate with the signature of the el ector
251 in the registration books to see that the elector is duly

26 | registered in the county and to determne the legality of that
27 | absentee ballot. An absentee ballot shall be considered

28| illegal if it does not include the signature and the |ast four
29 | digits of the social security nunmber of the elector, as shown
30| by the registration records, and the printed nane, signature,
31| and address of an attesting witness. An absentee ball ot shal

11
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be considered illegal if the attesting w tness does not

include his or her Florida voter registration nunber, unless

the attesting witness is either a notary public, a

conmi ssioned officer of the United States mlitary, or a

foreign service officer of either the United States Departnment

of State or the United States Informati on Agency. However, an

absentee ballot shall not be considered illegal if the
signature of the elector or attesting wi tness does not cross
the seal of the mailing envelope or if the attesting wtness

has wi tnessed nore than two absentee ballots in the el ection

If the canvassing board determ nes that any ballot is illegal
a nmenber of the board shall, w thout opening the envel ope,
mar k across the face of the envelope: "rejected as illegal."

The envel ope and the ball ot contained therein shall be
preserved in the manner that official ballots voted are

preserved
2. If any elector or candidate present believes that
an absentee ballot is illegal due to a defect apparent on the

voter's certificate, he or she may, at any tine before the
ballot is renoved fromthe envelope, file with the canvassing
board a protest agai nst the canvass of that ballot, specifying
the precinct, the ballot, and the reason he or she believes
the ballot to be illegal. A challenge based upon a defect in
the voter's certificate may not be accepted after the ball ot
has been renoved fromthe mailing envel ope.

Section 7. Section 104.125, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

104. 125 Wtnessing ballots.--A person who know ngly

W tnesses nore than two absentee ballots per election comits

a m sdeneanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in
s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. This section does not apply to
12
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attesting witnesses who are notaries public, conm ssioned

officers of the United States mlitary, or foreign service

officers of either the United States Departnent of State or

the United States |Information Agency.
Section 8. Section 196.111, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

196. 111 Property appraisers nmay notify persons
entitled to honestead exenption; publication of notice;
costs. --

(1) As soon as practicable after February 5 of each
current year, the property appraisers of the several counties
may nail to each person to whom honestead exenption was
granted for the year inmediately precedi ng and whose
application for exenption for the current year has not been
filed as of February 1 thereof, a formfor application for
honest ead exenption, together with a notice reading
substantially as foll ows:

NOTI CE TO TAXPAYERS ENTI TLED
TO HOVESTEAD EXEMPTI ON

Records in this office indicate that you have not filed
an application for honestead exenption for the current year

If you wish to claimsuch exenption, please fill out
the enclosed formand file it with your property appraiser on
or before March 1, 19.....

Failure to do so nay constitute a waiver of said
exenption for the year 19.....

...(Property Appraiser)..
County, Florida

13
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1

2 (2) Wth the notice provided under subsection (1), the
3| property apprai sers of the several counties shall include

4] notice of the provisions of s. 196.115, which may result in

5] ternmnation of honestead exenption

6 (3) 2y The expenditure of funds for any of the

7| requirenments of this section is hereby declared to be for a

8 | county purpose; and the board of county conmi ssioners of each
9| county shall, if notices are mail ed under this section

10 | subseet+on—{1), appropriate and provi de the necessary funds
11| for such purposes.

12 Section 9. Section 196.115, Florida Statutes, is

13 | created to read:

14 196. 115 Terni nati on of honest ead exenption

15| registration of elector in other precinct.--Any person who has
16 | been granted a honestead exenption in this state and who

17 | registers to vote in any precinct other than the one in which
18 | the property for which the honestead exenpti on has been

19 | granted is located, in violation of the requirenments of s.

201 97.041(1)(b), shall have that honestead exenption term nated
21| and shall be subject to assessnent of back taxes as a result
22 | thereof. This section does not apply if the honestead granted
23| the exenption is being naintai ned as the permanent residence
24 | of a legal or natural dependent of the owner and the owner

25 | resi des el sewhere.

26 Section 10. Subsections (2) and (3) of section

27 | 196. 121, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

28 196. 121 Honestead exenptions; forms. --

29 (2) The forns shall require the taxpayer to furnish
30| certain information to the property appraiser for the purpose
31| of determ ning that the taxpayer is a pernanent resident as

14
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1| defined in s. 196.012(17). Such information shall may include,
2| but need not be limted to, the factors enunerated in s.

3| 196. 015.

4 (3) The forns shall also contain the foll ow ng

5 (a) Notice of the tax lien which can be inposed

6| pursuant to s. 196. 161

7 (b) Notice that information contained in the

8| application will be provided to the Departnent of Revenue and
9| my also be provided to any state in which the applicant has
10 | previously resided.

11 (c) Notice of the provisions of s. 196.115, which may
12 | result in ternination of honestead exenption

13 (d)fe)y A requirenment that the applicant read or have
14| read to himor her the contents of the form

15 Section 11. This act shall take effect January 1 of
16 | the year after the year in which enacted

17

18

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

15
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 3743
281-182-98

l EE IR b I b b I S S b S I S b b S I b B S b
2 HOUSE SUMVARY
3
Provi des that hol ders of a honestead exenption nmay only
4 be registered in the county and precinct In which'the
propefty for which the honestead exenption has been
5 %ranted is located, and provides for termnation of
onest ead exenption upon registration as an elector in
6 anot her precinct _and for asSessnent of back taxes as a
result thereof. Provides exenption where the honmestead is
7 bei ng nai ntai ned as the pernanent residence of a |legal or
nat ural dependent of the owner and the owner resides
8 el sewhere. Requires property_appralsers to notify Persons
entit|led to honestead exenptions of the requirenents
9 relating to voter registration and the potential |oss of
honest ead exenption, "Requi res honestead exenption forns
10 to include such notice and notice of the requirenents for
factual determ nation of permanent residency by the
11 property appraiser. Requires the last four digits of an
apP icant's social security nunber to be included on a
12 voter registration application for the application to be
conpl ete. Revises the uniform statew de voter o
13 registration application to provide notice of and elicit
thi's required Information relating to honestead exenption
14 and social security nunbers.
15 . o .
Anmends various provisions relatlnP_to absent ee bal |l ots.
16 Wth respect to the voter's certificate, requires notice
of the penalty for fraud in connection with voting,.
17 rovides a space for inclusion of the last four digits of
he voter's social security nunber, revises the
18 requirements to be a wwtness to a signature on an
absentee ballot, and [imts the nunbér_ of absentee
19 ballots a person can wtness per election to two, unless
the witness is a notary public, a conm ssioned officer of
20 the United States mlitary, or a foreign service officer
of either the United States Departnent “of State of the
21 United States Information Agency. Wth respect to the
w tness oath, includes notice to wtnesses of the
22 enalties for_ false swearing and witnessing nore than two
allots, requires and praovi des._a space for the printed
23 nane. of each w tness, and provides for inclusion of the
Florida voter registration nunber, where required. Anends
24 provisions relating to the instructions to absent
el ectors enclosed with each absentee ballot, to include
25 notice of such requirenents to conform Requires. count
canvassi ng boards to declare an absentee ballot illega
26 if it doeS not include the last four digits of the
el ector's social security nunber and thé printed nane
27 and, when applicable, vofer registration nunber of the
attesting wtness. Provides that an absentee ballot wll
28 not be declared illegal if the attesting witness .
w tnesses nore than two absentee ballotS per election.
29 Provi des that witnessing nore than two absentee ballots
per election, un|ess exenpt fromsuch prohibition, Is a
30 m sdenmeanor of the first degree.
31
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