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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 3877

By the Conmittee on Civil Justice & Cains and
Represent ati ves Fl anagan, Cosgrove, Warner and Thrasher

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to rental car liability;
anending s. 324.021, F.S.; providing that the
| essor of a motor vehicle under certain rental
agreenents shall be deened the owner of the
vehi cl e for the purpose of deternining
liability for the operation of the vehicle
within certain lints; providing for
application; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subsection (9) of section
324.021, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

324.021 Definitions; mnimminsurance required.--The
foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this chapter shall
for the purpose of this chapter, have the neanings
respectively ascribed to themin this section, except in those
i nstances where the context clearly indicates a different
neani ng:

(9) OMER OMER/ LESSOR. - -

(b) Oaner/lessor.--Notw thstandi ng any other provision
of the Florida Statutes or existing case |aw ;-

1. The lessor, under an agreenent to | ease a notor
vehicle for 1 year or longer which requires the | essee to
obtai n insurance acceptable to the | essor which contains
l[imts not |ess than $100, 000/ $300, 000 bodily injury liability
and $50, 000 property danmage liability or not |ess than
$500, 000 conbi ned property damage liability and bodily injury
liability, shall not be deened the owner of said notor vehicle
for the purpose of determning financial responsibility for
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the operation of said notor vehicle or for the acts of the
operator in connection therewith; further, this subparagraph

patagraph shall be applicable so long as the i nsurance neeting
these requirenents is in effect. The insurance neeting such
requi renments nmay be obtained by the | essor or |essee,

provided, if such insurance is obtained by the |essor, the
conbi ned coverage for bodily injury liability and property
damage liability shall contain linmts of not |ess than $1
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mllion and nmay be provided by a | essor's bl anket policy.
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2. The lessor, under an agreenent to rent or |lease a
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notor vehicle for a period of less than 1 year, shall be
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deened the owner of the notor vehicle for the purpose of

=
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determining liability for the operation of said vehicle or the
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acts of the operator in connection therewith only up to
$100, 000 per person and up to $300, 000 per incident for bodily
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16 | injury and up to $50,000 for property damage. 1n the event

17 | the | essee or the operator of the notor vehicle is uninsured
18 | or has any insurance with linmts | ess than $500, 000 conbi ned
19 | property danmage and bodily injury liability, the | essor shal
20| be liable for up to an additional $500,000 in econoni ¢ danages
21| only arising out of the use of the notor vehicle. The

22 | additional specified liability of the | essor for econonic

23 | damages shall be reduced by anpbunts actually recovered from
24 | the | essee, the operator, and from any insurance or self

25| i nsurance covering the | essee or operator. Nothing in this

26 | paragraph shall be construed to affect the liability of the

27 | lessor for its own negligence.

28 Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1 of the
29 | year in which enacted.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Provides that the | essor of a notor vehicle, under an
agreement to rent or | ease a mptor vehicle tor a period
of less than 1 year which requires the | essee to obtain
certain insurance, shall be deened the owner of the notor
vehicl e for the purpose of determning liability for the
operation of the vehicle within described financi al
limts. See bill for details.
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