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HOUSE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS/HB 3883
Arendnment No. 1 (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

The Committee on Health & Human Servi ces Appropriations
of fered the foll ow ng:

Amendment (with title amendment)
On page 153, line 1 through page 155, line 12,

renove fromthe bill: all of said |ines,

and insert inlieu thereof: (1) It is the intent of the

Legislature in enacting this section to:

(a) Recognize fanmily relationships in which a

grandparent or other relative is the head of a househol d that

includes a child otherwise at risk of foster care placenent.

(b) Enhance fanmily preservation and stability by

recogni zing that nost children in such placenents with

grandparents and other relatives do not need intensive

supervi sion of the placenent by the courts or by the

depart nent.
(c) Provide additional placenent options and

incentives that will achi eve permanency and stability for nmany

children who are otherwise at risk of foster care pl acenent

because of abuse, abandonnent, or negl ect, but who may
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successfully be able to be placed by the dependency court in

the care of such rel atives.

(d) Reserve the linited casework and supervisory

resources of the courts and the departnent for those cases in

which children do not have the option for safe, stable care

within the fanmly.

(2)(a) The Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services

shal | establish and operate the Rel ative-Caregi ver Program

pursuant to eligibility guidelines established in this section

as further inplenented by rule of the departnent. The

Rel ati ve- Caregi ver Programshall, within the limts of

avail abl e funding, provide financial assistance to relatives

who are within the fifth degree by blood or narriage to the

parent or stepparent of a child and who are caring full-tine

for that child in the role of substitute parent as a result of

a departnental deternination of child abuse, neglect, or

abandonnent and subsequent placenent with the relative

pursuant to chapter 39. Such placenent may be either

court-ordered tenporary |legal custody to the relative pursuant

to s. 39.508(9), or court-ordered placenent in the hone of a

relative under protective supervision of the departnent

pursuant to s. 39.508(9). The Rel ative-Caregi ver Program

shal|l offer financial assistance to caregivers who are

relati ves and who woul d be unable to serve in that capacity

wi thout the relative-caregi ver paynent because of financial

burden, thus exposing the child to the trauma of placenent in

a shelter or in foster care.

(b) Caregivers who are relatives and who receive

assi stance under this section nust be capable, as determ ned

by a hone study, of providing a physically safe environnment

and a stable, supportive hone for the children under their
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care, and nust assure that the children's well-being is net,

including, but not linmted to, the provision of imunizations,

educati on, and nental health services as needed.

(c) Relatives who qualify for and participate in the

Rel ati ve- Caregi ver Programare not required to neet foster

care licensing requirenents under s. 409. 175.

(d) Relatives who are caring for children placed with

them by the child protection systemshall receive a special

nonthly rel ative-caregiver benefit established by rule of the

departnent. The anobunt of the special benefit paynent shal

be based on the child' s age within a paynent schedul e

establi shed by rule of the departnent and subject to

availability of funding. The statewi de average nonthly rate

for children judicially placed with rel ati ves who are not

|icensed as foster hones nmay not exceed 82 percent of the

st at ewi de average foster care rate, nor may the cost of

providing the assistance described in this section to any

rel ati ve-caregi ver exceed the cost of providing out-of-hone

care in energency shelter or foster care.

(e) Children receiving cash benefits under this

section are not eligible to sinmultaneously receive WAGES cash

benefits under chapter 414.

(f) Wthin avail able funding, the Rel ative-Caregiver

Program shall provide relative-caregivers with fanmly support

and preservation services, flexible funds in accordance with

s. 409. 165, subsidized child care, and other avail abl e

services in order to support the child' s safety, growh, and

heal t hy devel opnent. Children living with rel ative-caregivers

who are receiving assistance under this section shall be

eligible for nmedicaid coverage.

(g) The departnent may use appropriate avail able
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state, federal, and private funds to operate the

Rel ati ve- Car egi ver Program

=—=============== T | T L E AMENDMENT ========

And the title is anended as foll ows:
On page 4, lines 30 and 31
renove fromthe title of the bill: said |ines,

and insert in lieu thereof:
Program directing the Departnent of Children
and Fanmily Services to establish and operate
the Rel ati ve-Caregiver Program providing
financi al assistance within avail abl e resources
to relatives caring for children; providing for
financi al assistance and support services to
relatives caring for children placed with them
by the child protection system providing for
rul es establishing eligibility guidelines,
caregi ver benefits, and paynent schedul e;
renunbering and
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