Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 3931

By the. Cormittee on Transtrtation & Economi ¢ Devel opnent
Appropri ations and Representative Merchant

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to econonic devel opnent grants;

3 anmendi ng s. 14.2015, F.S.; establishing an

4 econom ¢ devel opnent grant program under the

5 O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

6 Devel opnent; providing criteria, requirenents,

7 and restrictions with respect thereto; anending

8 ss. 288.108 and 288.90152, F.S.; correcting

9 cross references; providing an effective date.

10

11| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

12

13 Section 1. Subsection (9) is added to section 14.2015
14| Florida Statutes, to read

15 14.2015 O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c

16 | Devel opnent; creation; powers and duties.--

17 (9)(a) Subject to the cooperative recommendati ons of
18 | Enterprise Florida, Inc., and the Florida Conm ssion on

19 | Tourismand to the approval of the Governor, the Ofice of

20 | Tourism Trade, and Econoni c Devel opnent is authorized to

21 | expend appropriated state and federal funds for genera

22 | econom ¢ devel opnent grants. The office shall establish

23| criteria for the award of grants, including criteria relating
24 | to highest econonic return for the state as a whole, or a

25| particular region, county, city, or community, ability to

26 | properly adm nister grant funds, and such other nmatters deened
27 | necessary and appropriate to further the purposes of this

28 | subsection. The office shall expend all funds in accordance
29 | with state |law and shall use such appropriations to suppl enent
30| the financial support of:

31
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1. Prograns that have a substantial econonic

si gni fi cance, giving enphasis to prograns that benefit the

state as a whol e.

2. Prograns with a high potential for match funding

from nonst ate sources.

3. Econom c devel opnent prograns for which no other

state grants are avail abl e.

4. Rural areas and di stressed urban areas.

(b) Gants shall be nade by contract with any

nonprofit corporation or local or state governnental entity.

O the total anmpbunt of funds available fromall sources for

grants, 70 percent of such funds shall be awarded on a

50-percent matching basis. Up to 30 percent of such funds

avai |l abl e may be awarded on a nonnat chi ng basi s.

(c) In administering grants, contracts, and funds

appropriated for econonic devel opnent prograns, the office may

rel ease noneys in advance on a quarterly basis. By the end of

the contract period, the grantee or contractee shall furnish

to the office a conplete and accurate accounting of how all

grant funds were expended. Postaudits to be conducted by an

i ndependent certified public accountant may be required in

accordance with criteria adopted by the office.

(d) The office shall not award any new grant which

will, in whole or in part, inure to the personal benefit of

any board nenber of Enterprise Florida, Inc., or the Florida

Conmi ssion on Tourismduring that nenber's termof office, if

the board nenber participated in the vote of the board or

panel thereof recomrending the award. However, this subsection

does not prohibit the office fromawarding a grant to an

entity with which a board nenber is associ at ed.
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Section 2. Paragraph (e) of subsection (6) of section
288.108, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

288. 108 Hi gh-inpact business. --

(6) SELECTI ON AND DESI GNATI ON OF HI GH | MPACT
SECTORS. - -

(e) The study and its findings and recommendati ons and
t he recommendati ons gat hered fromthe sector-busi ness network
nmust be di scussed and considered during at | east one of the
quarterly meetings required in s. 14.2015(2)(f) thy.

Section 3. Subsection (7) of section 288.90152,

Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:

288.90152 Pilot matching grant program --

(7) Upon conpleting all training funded under this
pilot program the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic
Devel opnment shall report on the outputs and outcones for this
program as part of the annual report prepared under s.
14.2015(2) (e) tg). Such report nust include a reconmmendation on
whether it would be sound public policy to continue or
di scontinue funding for the program

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Est abl i shes an_economi c_devel opnent. grant program under
the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Economni c Devel opnent
and provides criteria, requirenents, and restrictions
Wi th respect thereto. See bill for details.

3

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




