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By Representative Argenzi ano

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to public records exenptions;

3 creating s. 559.751, F.S.; providing for

4 confidentiality of certain information rel ating

5 to investigations and exam nations of consuner

6 col | ection agencies under certain

7 ci rcunstances; providing application; providing

8 construction; providing certain imunity from

9 civil liability in certain actions; providing a

10 statenent of public necessity; providing an

11 ef fective date.

12

13| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

14

15 Section 1. Section 559.751, Florida Statutes, is

16 | created to read:

17 559.751 Confidentiality of information relating to

18 | i nvesti gati ons and exam nati ons. - -

19 (1) (a) Except as otherwi se provided by this section
20| information relative to an investigation or exam nation by the
21 | departnent pursuant to this chapter, including any consuner
22 | conplaint, is confidential and exenpt froms. 119.07(1) unti
23| the investigation or exam nation is conpleted or ceases to be
24 | active. The information conpiled by the departnent in such an
25| investigation or exani nation shall renmain confidential and
26 | exenpt froms. 119.07(1) after the departnent's investigation
27 | or exam nation is conpleted or ceases to be active if the
28 | departnent subnits the information to any | aw enforcenent or
29 | adninistrative agency for further investigation. Such
30 | information shall remain confidential and exenpt froms.
31| 119.07(1) until such agency's investigation is conpleted or
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1| ceases to be active. For purposes of this section, an

2| investigation or examination shall be considered active so

3| long as the departnent or any | aw enforcenent or

4| adninistrative agency is proceeding with reasonabl e di spatch
5] and has a reasonable good faith belief that the investigation
6| or examination nmay lead to the filing of an adninistrative,

7] civil, or crimnal proceeding or to the denial or conditiona
8| grant of registration. This section shall not be construed to
9| prohibit disclosure of information which is required by law to
10| be filed with the departnment and which, but for the

11 | investigation or exam nation, would be subject to s.

12| 119.07(1).

13 (b) Except as necessary for the departnent to enforce
14 | the provisions of this chapter, a consuner conplaint and ot her
15 ) information relative to an investigation or exam nation shal
16 | renmin confidential and exenpt froms. 119.07(1) after the

17 | investigation or exam nation is conpleted or ceases to be

18 | active to the extent disclosure woul d:

19 1. Jeopardize the integrity of another active
20| i nvestigation or exanination
21 2. Reveal the nanme, address, tel ephone nunber, soci al
22 | security nunber, or any other identifying nunber or
23 | informati on of any conpl ai nant, custoner, or account hol der
24 3. Disclose the identity of a confidential source;
25 4. Disclose investigative techniques or procedures; or
26 5. Reveal a trade secret as defined in s. 688.002.
27 (c) In the event departnent personnel are, or have
28 | been, involved in an investigation or exanination of a nature
29 | endangering their lives or physical safety or that of their
30| fanilies, the hone addresses, tel ephone nunbers, places of
31| enpl oynent, and phot ographs of such personnel, together with
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t he hone addresses, tel ephone nunbers, photographs, and pl aces

of enpl oynent of spouses and children of such personnel and

the nanes and | ocations of schools and day care facilities

attended by the children of such personnel, are confidential

and exenpt froms. 119.07(1).

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to

prohibit the departnent fromproviding information to any | aw

enforcenent or administrative agency. Any |aw enforcenent or

admi ni strative agency receiving confidential information in

connection with official duties of such agency shall naintain

the confidentiality of the infornation for the sane period

such informati on woul d ot herwi se be confi denti al

(e) Al information obtained by the departnent from

any person which infornmation is nade available to the

departnent only on a confidential or simlarly restricted

basis is confidential and exenpt froms. 119.07(1). This

exenption shall not be construed to prohibit disclosure of

information which is required by lawto be filed with the

departnent or which is otherwi se subject to s. 119.07(1).

(2) If information subject to subsection (1) is

offered in evidence in any adninistrative, civil, or crinna

proceedi ng, the presiding officer may, in his discretion

prevent the disclosure of information which would be

confidential pursuant to paragraph (1)(b).

(3) Any person who furnishes information or evidence

to the departnent is immune fromcivil liability in any action

relating to such information or evidence, unless such person

acts in bad faith or with nalice in providing the infornmation

or evi dence.

Section 2. The exenption provided in this act is

necessary to protect the integrity of a conplete
3
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i nvestigation, which may involve crininal violations, and to

protect any conplainants or victins in any case under

i nvestigation fromany harassnent by any individual being

i nvesti gat ed.
Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1 of the
year in which enacted.
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