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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 3967
By Representative Spratt

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to Central County Water Contro
District in Hendry County; anendi ng chapter
70-702, Laws of Florida, as anended; requiring
that two of the five supervisors of the
district be elected by a vote of qualified
el ectors residing in the district and
establishing qualifications and procedures
t herefor; changing the annual neeting date;
requiring paynent of special assessnents as a
condition for voting at an annual neeting;
providing for a referendum providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 9 is added to chapter 70-702, Laws
of Florida, as anended, to read:

Section 9. Election of Supervisors.--

(1) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term

(a) "Qualified elector" neans any person at |east 18

years of age who is a citizen of the United States, a

permanent resident of Florida, and a resident of the district

who registers with the supervisor of elections of Hendry

County when the registration books are open

(b) "Governing board nenber" nmeans any duly el ected

nmenber of the Board of Supervisors of Central County Water

Control District elected pursuant to this section, provided

that any board nenber el ected by popul ar vote shall be a

district elector and any board nenber elected on a

1

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 3967
587-112-98

1| one-acre/one-vote basis shall neet the requirenents of s.

2| 298.11, Florida Statutes, for election to the board.

3 (2) BOARD OF SUPERVI SCRS. - -

4 (a) Conposition of board.--

5 1. The nunber of nenbers of the governing board of the
6| Central County Water Control District shall be five, two of

7 | whom shall be elected by the qualified electors residing in

8| the district and three of whom shall be elected at the annua
9| neeting in accordance with the requirenents and procedures set
10| forth in s. 298.11, Florida Statutes, except that no voting by
11 | proxy shall be all owed.

12 2. Al governing board nenbers el ected by qualified
13 | electors shall be elected at | arge.

14 (b) Termof office.--

15 1. Al governing board nenbers elected by qualified
16 | el ectors shall have a termof 4 years except for governing

17 | board nenbers elected at the first election follow ng the

18 | referendum prescri bed in subsection (3). The candi date

19 | receiving the highest nunber of votes at such el ection shal
20| have a termof 4 years and the candi date receiving the second
21 | hi ghest nunber of votes shall have a termof 2 years.
22 2. Al governing board nenbers el ected at the annua
23 | neeting in accordance with s. 298.11, Florida Statutes, shal
24 | have a termof 3 years.
25 3. |If a vacancy occurs in a seat occupied by a
26 | governi ng board nenber, the remaining nmenbers of the governing
27 | board shall, within 60 days after receipt of a resignation or
28 | notice of that nmenber's death or other disqualification
29 | appoint a person who would be eligible to hold the office for
30| the unexpired termof the vacating nenber
31 (c) Landowners' neetings.--
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1. The annual |andowners' neeting shall be held

pursuant to s. 298.11, Florida Statutes, in October of each

year, commencing in Cctober 1999, and at | east one governing

board nenber shall be elected at each annual neeting.

2. At any landowners' neeting called pursuant to this

section, 50 percent of the district acreage shall not be

required to constitute a quorum and each governi ng board

nmenber shall be elected by a majority of the acreage

represented by owners present and voting at said neeting or

havi ng voted prior to the neeting by absentee under procedures

adopt ed by the governi ng board.
(d) Qualifications.--
1. Elections for governing board nenbers el ected by

gualified electors shall be nonpartisan. Qualifications shal

be pursuant to the Florida El ection Code and shall occur

during the qualifying period established by s. 99.061, Florida

Statutes. Qualification requirenents under this subsection

shall apply to only those governi ng board nenber candi dates

el ected by qualified electors, which nenbers shall be

gqualified electors residing in the district at the tine of

qgualification and during the termof their office. Foll ow ng

the first election pursuant to this section, elections to the

governi ng board by qualified electors shall occur at the next

regularly schedul ed el ection closest in tine to the expiration

date of the termof the elected governing board nenber. |If the

next regularly schedul ed election is beyond the norma

expiration time for the termof an el ected governing board

nenber, the governing board nmenber shall hold office until the

el ecti on of a successor

2. Qualification and election of nenbers of the

governi ng board elected at the annual neeting shall be in
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1| accordance with this act and chapter 298, Florida Statutes. No
2| proxy voting shall be permtted.

3 3. In addition to any other qualification requirenents
4| set forth in this or any other special act relating to Centra
5] County Water Control District and in chapter 298, Florida

6| Statutes, it shall be a requirenent for voting at an annua

7 | nmeeting on a one-acre/one-vote basis that the special

8 | assessnents levied by the district for the year preceding the
9 | annual neeting shall have been paid on the parcel of land for
10 | each vote cast. The board of supervisors shall establish

11 | procedures to inplenent this subparagraph, which procedures

12 | shall, anpbng other things, allow a vote to be cast upon the

13 | showing of a receipt for the required assessnent, or for the
14 | rel evant tax statenent, fromthe county tax collector

15 4. The two supervisor terns which expire in 1999 shal
16 | be filled by the election held at the 1999 annual neeting. The
17 | candi date receiving the highest nunber of votes shall be

18 | elected to a 3-year termand the candidate receiving the

19 | second hi ghest nunber of votes shall be elected to a 2-year
20| term Thereafter, supervisors elected at an annual neeting to
21 | repl ace a supervisor whose termhas expired shall have a term
22 | of 3 years.
23 Section 2. (1) The election of supervisors at the
241 1998 annual neeting of the Central County Water Contro
25| District, to be held at the annual neeting in April 1998, is
26 | postponed in accordance with the provisions of this section.
27 (2) In the event that section 1 of this act becones
28 | law after the referendumrequired by section 3, there shall be
29| no el ection of supervisors at the 1998 annual neeting of the
30| district, and the new governi ng board nenbers for the two
3l | terns expiring in 1998 shall be elected by the qualified
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1| electors at the Novenber 1998 general election in accordance
2| with this act.

3 (3) In the event that section 1 does not take effect
4| after the referendumrequired by section 3, the 1998 annua

5] neeting shall be recessed at the tine the referendumresults
6 | are announced until a date in Septenber 1998, at which tine
7 | the annual el ection of supervisors shall be held and the terns
8 | of the nenbers of the governing board el ected at such neeting
9] shall run until the annual neeting held in the year such term
10 | woul d have expired had this act not been enacted.

11 (4) Al terns for nenbers of the governing board are
12 | extended until their successors are elected and qualified

13 | according to the provisions of this act and chapter 298,

14 | Florida Statutes.

15 Section 3. (1) Section 1 of this act shall take

16 | effect only upon its approval by a najority vote of those

17 | voting in a referendumto be held at the district's annua

18 | neeting in April 1998, in accordance with the provisions of
19 | aw and voting procedures currently in effect for the

20 | district.

21 (2) Sections 2 and 3 of this act shall take effect
22 | upon becomng a | aw

23
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