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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 3989
By Representative Silver

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to elections; creating s.
106. 081, F.S.; providing a canpaign
contribution limt to candidacies for the
of fice of nmenber of the Legislature;
prohibiting solicitation or acceptance of any
contribution in excess of such limt; providing
penalties; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 106.081, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
106.081 Legislative candidates; linitations on

contri butions.--

(1)(a) No person, political conmmittee, or comittee of

conti nuous exi stence may, in any election, nake contributions

in excess of $100 to any candidate for nomination or election

to the office of nenber of the Legislature or to any politica

conmittee supporting or opposi nhg one or nore candi dates for

such office

(b) The contribution limts provided in this

subsection apply to contributions nade by a state or county

executive conmttee of a political party regul ated by chapter

103, but not to anopunts contributed by a candidate to his or

her own canpai gn.

(c) The contribution limts of this subsection apply

to each el ection. For purposes of this subsection, the first

primary, second prinmary, and general election are separate

el ections so long as the candidate is not an unopposed
candi date as defined in s. 106.011(15).
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(2) No candidate for the office of nenber of the
Legislature and no political comrittee supporting or opposing

any such candi date, or any person on behalf of any such

candi date or committee, may solicit or accept a canpai gn

contribution in excess of $100 from any person, politica

commttee, comittee of continuous existence, or politica

party prohibited from nmaki ng such a contribution under

subsection (1).

(3)(a) Any person who knowingly and willfully nmakes a

contribution in violation of subsection (1) commits a

m sdenmeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s.

775.082 or s. 775.083. |f any corporation, partnership, or

ot her business entity or any political party, politica

comm ttee, or commttee of continuous existence is convicted

of knowingly and willfully violating any provision puni shabl e

under this paragraph, it shall be fined not |less than $1, 000

and not nore than $10,000. If it is a donestic entity, it may

be ordered dissolved by a court of conpetent jurisdiction; or

if it is a foreign or nonresident business entity, its right

to do business in this state may be forfeited. Any officer

partner, agent, attorney, or other representative of a

corporation, partnership, or other business entity or of a

political party, political conmmittee, or comittee of

conti nuous exi stence who aids, abets, advises, or participates

in a violation of any provision punishable under this

par agraph conmits a m sdeneanor of the first degree,
puni shabl e as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.
(b) Any person who knowingly and willfully nmakes two

or nore contributions in violation of subsection (1) comits a

felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. |f any corporation
2

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O ®~NOO®Uu D WNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 3989
586- 120- 98

partnership, or other business entity or any political party,

political conmittee, or commttee of continuous existence is

convicted of knowingly and willfully violating any provision

puni shabl e under this paragraph, it shall be fined not |ess
t han $10, 000 and not nore than $50,000. If it is a donestic
entity, it may be ordered dissolved by a court of conpetent

jurisdiction; or, if it is a foreign or nonresident business

entity, its right to do business in this state nay be

forfeited. Any officer, partner, agent, attorney, or other

representative of a corporation, partnership, or other

busi ness entity or of a political committee, comittee of

conti nuous exi stence, or political party who aids, abets,

advi ses, or participates in a violation of any provision

puni shabl e under this paragraph commits a felony of the third

degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or
s. 775.084.
(4) Except when otherwi se provided in subsection (3),

any person who knowingly and willfully nakes a contribution in

vi ol ation of subsection (1) shall, in addition to any other

penalty prescribed by this section, pay to the state a sum

equal to twice the anbunt unlawfully contributed. Each

canpai gn treasurer shall pay all anpunts contributed in

vi ol ation of subsection (1) to the state for deposit in the

CGeneral Revenue Fund.

(5) Any person who solicits or accepts a contribution

in violation of subsection (2) conmits a nisdeneanor of the

first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.

775.083. |In addition, any such person shall be subject to a

civil penalty equal to three tines the anount unlawfully

solicited or accepted, to be paid to the state for deposit in

t he General Revenue Fund.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect January 1 of the
year after the year in which enacted
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