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HB 399, First Engrossed

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to coordi nated busi ness
reporting; providing | egislative findings and
intent; creating the "Florida Business
Coordi nation Act"; providing definitions;
requiring the Departnent of State to create a
mast er busi ness index for certain purposes;
designating the Secretary of State as the
custodi an of the index; providing duties of the
departnent; requiring the Secretary of State to
conduct a study and develop | egislation for
certain purposes; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. --

(1) The Legislature finds that:
(a) As docunented by the Governor's Single Business

Identifier Interagency Task Force, state governnment places a

heavy burden on the business conmunity of this state through

the requirenent to obtain and nai ntain nunerous |icenses,

permts, and registrations.

(b) While such requirenents are necessary to ensure

the public safety and welfare, present nethods for the

busi ness community to neet such obligations, as prescribed by

| aw and admi ni stered and enforced by state agencies, are

cunber sone and place an undue hardshi p on business entities in

this state.
(c) The potential exists for the state to nore easily

identify and elimnate duplicative or outdated |icensing
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requi renments and thereby reduce its cost of operation wthout

jeopardi zing the public safety or welfare.

(2) It is the intent of this act to establish a nmaster

busi ness index within the Departnment of State and to

facilitate a reporting nechani smwhich consol i dates and

coordi nates business entity licensing and reporting

requi rements whenever possi bl e.

Section 2. Short title.--This act nay be cited as the

"Fl ori da Busi ness Coordi nati on Act."

Section 3. Definitions.--As used in this act:

(1) "Business entity" neans any form of corporation

partnershi p, association, cooperative, joint venture, business

trust, or sole proprietorship that conducts business in this

state.
(2) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of State.

(3) "Master business index" neans that database

nmai nt ai ned by the departnment which i ndexes all business entity

records naintai ned by any state governnent agency.

(4) "Single business identifier" nmeans the uni que

record nunber assigned to a business entity by the departnent

in conpliance with the provisions of this act.

(5) "State agency" neans any state governnent agency,

departnment, or commi ssion which has jurisdiction over business

entities.
Section 4. Single business identifier.--

(1) The departnent shall create a nmaster business

index, using as an initial base the commercial regul ation and

regi stration program dat abases the departnent currently

mai ntai ns. Each business entity shall be assignhed a uni que

singl e business identifier for interagency use.
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(2) The departnent is authorized to take the actions

it deens necessary to integrate all non-business entity or

commercial registrations it maintains into the Master Business

I ndex such that all registrations naintai ned for a business

entity are reflected in the index in a consolidated nanner

(3) The departnent is authorized to take the actions

it deens practical to consolidate its various renewal or

annual mailings, to include the altering of specified mailing

dates and filing deadlines.

Section 5. Custodian.--The Secretary of State is

her eby desi gnated the custodi an of the Master Business | ndex.

Section 6. (1) The Secretary of State shall conduct a

study of the technical feasibility of inplenenting a uniform

busi ness report for use throughout selected state agencies in

the consolidated |licensing, registration or renewal of

busi ness entity filings in this state. Additionally, the study

shal |l address the technical feasibility of each state agency

that registers or |licenses business entities and nmintains

| i cense records on such entities to:

(a) Include the Single Business Identifier, assigned

by the Departnent of State and namintained in the Master

Busi ness Index, in its records such that registration or

license information may be directly retrieved by use of the

Si ngl e Business Identifier nunber

(b) Coordinate its data records creation with the

Departnent of State so as to obtain a Single Business

Identifier for all records it nmintains or creates.

(2) Based on the study, the Secretary of State shal

devel op |l egi sl ative proposals for subnission prior to the 1998

Regul ar Legi sl ati ve Session, which inplenent the intent of

this act.
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Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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