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HOUSE AMENDMENT
Bill No. HB 4007
Arendnment No. 1 (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

The Committee on Children & Fanmily Enpowernent offered the
fol | owi ng:

Amendment (with title amendment)
On page 2, line 3, through page 4, line 13
renove fromthe bill: all of said lines

and insert in lieu thereof:
415.531 Rel ative Caregiver Program - -

(1) It is the intent of the Legislature in enacting

this section to:

(a) Recognize fanmily relationships in which a

grandparent or other relative is the head of a househol d which

i ncludes a child otherwise at risk of the traum of

out - of - hone pl acenent, through renpving barriers to such

fam ly rel ati onshi ps such as unnecessary |icensing

requi renments and | ack of financial assistance.

(b) Enhance fanmily preservation and stability by

recogni zing that children in such long-term stable placenents

wi th grandparents and other relatives do not need continued

gover nnent supervi sion of the placenent by the courts or the
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HOUSE AMENDVMENT
Bill No. HB 4007
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child protection system

(c) Provide additional placenent options and

incentives that will achi eve permanency and stability for nmany

children who are otherwise at risk of the trauma of entering

the child protection system because of abuse, abandonnent, or

negl ect, but who may successfully be able to be placed by the

courts or the child protection systemin the care of such

rel atives.
(d) Reserve the linited casework and supervisory

resources of the courts and the child protection systemfor

t hose cases in which children do not have the option for safe,

stable care within the famly.

(2)(a) The departnent shall establish and operate the

Rel ati ve Caregiver Programto provide financial assistance to

relatives, within the fifth degree by blood or marriage to the

parent or stepparent of a child, who are caring full-tinme for

that child in the role of substitute parent as a result of a

departnental deternination and subsequent court order with a

finding that it is contrary to the child' s best interest for

the child to remain at home. The Rel ative Caregiver Program

shall offer financial assistance to relative caregivers who

woul d be unable to serve in such capacity without the relative

caregi ver benefit paynent because of the financial burden

t hus exposing the child to the trauma of placenent in shelter

or foster care.

(b) Relative caregivers who receive assi stance under

this section nust be capable, as deternined by a hone study,

of providing a physically safe environment and a stabl e,

supportive home for the children under their care. Relatives

who qualify for the Relative Caregiver Programshall be exenpt

fromfoster care licensing requirenents under s. 409. 175.
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HOUSE AMENDVMENT
Bill No. HB 4007
Arendnment No. 1 (for drafter's use only)

(c) Relative caregivers who are caring for children

pl aced with themby the child protection systemshall receive

a special nonthly relative caregiver benefit paynent. The

relative caregiver shall ensure that requirenents for the

child' s well-being, including i nmuni zati ons, education, and

nental health services, can be net. The anpunt of the speci al

benefit paynent shall be based on the child' s age and needed

care. Relative caregivers shall receive a nonthly benefit

payment according to their financial need and the risk to the

child of out-of-hone placenent, under eligibility criteria

establ i shed by the departnent. Children receiving cash

benefits under this section shall not be eligible to

si mul t aneously recei ve WAGES cash benefits under s. 414. 095.

(d) Wthin avail abl e funding, the departnent shal

provide relative caregivers with fanily support and fanmily

preservation services, flexible funds in accordance with s.

409. 165, subsidized child care, and ot her services whi ch woul d

ot herwi se be available to children in foster care, to support

the child' s safety, growth, and healthy devel opnent.

(e) Children living with relative caregivers who are

receiving assi stance under this section shall be eligible to

receive the sane nedical coverage available for children in

f oster care.

(f) The departnent is authorized to nmaxim ze the use

of federal funds under Title IV-E of the Social Security Act

and the Tenporary Assistance For Needy Fanilies program as

wel |l as other appropriate state, federal, and private funds,

to operate the Relative Caregiver Program For each child

served, the cost of providing the assistance and services

described in this section shall not exceed the cost of

providing out-of-hone care in shelter or foster care.
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HOUSE AMENDVMENT
Bill No. HB 4007
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(g) The departnent shall adopt rules to i npl enent the

Rel ati ve Caregi ver Program

================ T | TLE A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:

On page 1, lines 6-11
renove fromthe title of the bill: all of said |ines

and insert in lieu thereof:
operate the Rel ative Caregiver Program
providing for financial assistance and support
services to relatives caring for children
providing eligibility of such children for
certain nedical coverage; providing for
fundi ng; providing a
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