Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 4049
By Representatives Lawson and West br ook

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Florida Retirenent

3 System anending s. 121.021, F.S.; redefining

4 the term"special risk"; anmending s. 121.0515,

5 F.S.; describing certain eligible positions in

6 a state forensic facility to be covered within

7 the Special Ri sk Cass of the Florida

8 Retirenment System providing an effective date

9

10| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

11

12 Section 1. Subsection (15) of section 121.021, Florida
13| Statutes, is anended to read:

14 121.021 Definitions.--The foll owi ng words and phrases
15 ] as used in this chapter have the respective neanings set forth
16 | unless a different neaning is plainly required by the context:
17 (15)(a) Until Cctober 1, 1978, "special risk nenber"
18 | neans any officer or enployee whose application is approved by
19 | the adninistrator and who receives salary paynents for work

20 | perforned as a peace officer; |law enforcenent officer; police
21| officer; highway patrol officer; custodial enployee at a

22 | correctional or detention facility; correctional agency

23 | enpl oyee whose duties and responsibilities involve direct

24 | contact with inmates, but excluding secretarial and clerica

25 | enpl oyees; firefighter; or an enployee in any other job in the
26 | field of law enforcenent or fire protection if the duties of
27 | such person are certified as hazardous by his or her enpl oyer.
28 (b) Effective Cctober 1, 1978, "special risk nenber"
29 | neans a nenber of the Florida Retirenent Systemwho is

30 | designated as a special risk nmenber by the division in

31| accordance with s. 121.0515. Such nenber nust be enpl oyed as
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a law enforcement officer, a firefighter, e+ a correctiona
officer or, effective January 1, 1999, in an approved position

in a state forensic facility,and nust neet certain other

special criteria as set forth in s. 121.0515.

Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 121.0515, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

121. 0515 Special risk nenbership; criteria;
desi gnati on and renoval of classification; credits for past
service and prior service; retention of special risk norma
retirement date.--

(2) CRITERIA --A nenber, to be designhated as a speci al
risk menber, nust neet the following criteria:

(a) The nenber nust be enployed as a | aw enfor cenent
of ficer and be certified, or required to be certified, in
conpliance with s. 943.1395; however, sheriffs and el ected
police chiefs shall be excluded fromneeting the certification
requi rements of this paragraph. In addition, the nenber's
duties and responsibilities nust include the pursuit,
appr ehension, and arrest of law violators or suspected | aw
violators; or the nenber nust be an active nmenber of a bonb
di sposal unit whose prinmary responsibility is the |ocation
handl i ng, and di sposal of explosive devices; or the nenber
nmust be the supervisor or command officer of a nenber or
nmenbers who have such responsibilities; provided, however,
admi ni strative support personnel, including, but not limted
to, those whose primary duties and responsibilities are in
accounting, purchasing, |egal, and personnel, shall not be
i ncl uded;

(b) The nenber nust be enployed as a firefighter and
be certified, or required to be certified, in conpliance with
s. 633.35 and be enployed solely within the fire departnent of
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t he enpl oyer or agency of state governnent. |In addition, the
nmenber's duties and responsibilities nust include on-the-scene
fighting of fires or direct supervision of firefighting units,
or the nenber nust be the supervisor or command officer of a
nmenber or nenbers who have such responsibilities; provided,
however, admi nistrative support personnel, including, but not
limted to, those whose prinmary duties and responsibilities
are in accounting, purchasing, |legal, and personnel, shall not
be i ncl uded; e+

(c) The nmenber nust be enpl oyed as a correctiona
of ficer and be certified, or required to be certified, in
conpliance with s. 943.1395. |In addition, the nenber's
primary duties and responsibilities nust be the custody, and
physi cal restraint when necessary, of prisoners or inmates
within a prison, jail, or other crimnal detention facility,
or while on work detail outside the facility, or while being
transported; or the nmenber nmust be the supervisor or conmmand
of ficer of a nmenber or nenbers who have such responsibilities;
provi ded, however, administrative support personnel
including, but not limted to, those whose prinmary duties and
responsibilities are in accounting, purchasing, |legal, and
personnel, shall not be included; however, superintendents and
assi stant superintendents shall participate in the Special
Ri sk Cass; or

(d) The nmenber nmust be enployed in a state forensic
facility as defined in s. 916. 106, established for the
treatnent of forensic clients, and his or her prinmary

responsibilities nmust require the custody, control, and

physical restraint of patients in a forensic unit of a state

hospital, or the nenber nmust be the supervisor of a nenber or

nenbers who have such responsibilities. However, professiona
3
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1| nmedical personnel and adninistrative support personnel

2]lincluding, but not linted to, dentists, doctors, nurses, and

3| individual s whose prinary responsibilities are in accounti ng,

4 | purchasing, legal, clerical support, and personnel, shall not

5| be incl uded.

6 Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1 of the

7 | year in which enacted.
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covered as special risk positions in the system See bil

14 for details.
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