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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 411
By Representative Byrd

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to nedical transportation
services; anending s. 401.291, F.S.; revising
legislative intent with respect to autonatic
external defibrillators; revising requirenents
wWith respect to training and qualifications to
use an autonmtic or sem autonatic
defibrillator; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 401. 291,
Fl orida Statutes, are anended to read

401.291 Automatic external defibrillators.--

(1) The Legislature finds that the provision of tinely
energency attention will save many lives. The Legislature
further finds that the use of automatic and semni automatic
defibrillators may save the lives of many residents of the
state and recogni zes that the incorrect or inappropriate use
of a defibrillatory shock could cause injury or death. It is
the intent of the Legislature to set mininmm standards for
use, training, and nedical control of automatic and
sem automatic defibrillators and the use of these nedica

devices in an out-of-hospital a—ceoordinated—energencyredicalt

response envi ronnent.
(2) An automatic or semautomatic defibrillator may be

used by any individual who neets the requirenents of this

sect i on—who—+s—arnenber—ef—atoca-y——coordinated—+esponse
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def+briHatoer—and who has successfully conpleted an
appropriate training course as approved by the | ocal energency
nedi cal services nedical director. This requirenent consists
of conpletion of a course eertifieat+on in cardi opul nonary

resuscitation or successful conpletion of a an—8-hetr basic

first aid course that includes cardiopul monary resuscitation

trai ning, and denonstrated proficiency in the use of an

automatic or sem automatic defibrill ator;—and—stuecessiut
Lot : I I F - . I

sesstoens, to include instruction in:

(a) The proper use, nmintenance, and periodic
i nspection of the automatic or seniautonmatic defibrillator

(b) Defibrillator safety precautions to enable the
user to administer a shock without jeopardizing the safety of
the patient, the user, or other persons.

(c) Assessnent of an unconscious person to determne
if cardiac arrest has occurred and the appropri ateness of
appl ying an automatic or semiautomatic defibrillator

(d) Recognizing that an electrical shock has been
delivered to the patient and that the defibrillator is no
| onger char ged.

(e) Rapid, accurate assessnent of the patient's
postshock status to deternmine if further activation of the
automatic or semautomatic defibrillator is necessary.

(f) The operations of the |ocal energency nedical
services system including nethods of access to the energency
response system the need to activate the EM5S system as soon

as possi bl e upon use of the automatic or seniautonatic

defibrillator,and interaction with energency nedical services

per sonnel
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1 (g) The role of the user and coordination with other
2 | enmergency nedical service providers in the provision of
3| cardi opul nonary resuscitation, defibrillation, basic life
4 | support, and advanced life support.
5 (h) The responsibility of the user to continue care
6| until the arrival of nedically qualified personnel
7 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
8| I aw
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Revi ses the provision of _law in the Raynond H Al exander,
13 M D., Enmergency Medical Transportation’ Services Act .
dealing wth automatic external defibrillators to revise
14 | anguage. Wwith respect to legislative intent and to revise
15| Tecpecit o I Ral vi dual's Whoenay ose aut ot feor
16 semautomatic defibrillators. See bill for details
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