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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 CS/ CS/ HB 4141
By the Committees on_Environnental Protection, Water &

Resour ce Managenent and Representatives Saunders, Senbler and
Br onson

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to water resources; creating s.
373.45923, F.S.; providing legislative findings
and intent; authorizing the South Florida Water
Managenent District to participate as |oca
sponsor for the Restudy of the Central and
Southern Florida Project; providing duties of
the Joint Legislative Conmttee on Evergl ades
Oversight; providing for public hearings;
providing reporting requirenents; providing for
proj ect cooperation agreenents; providing for
| egi slative authorization; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 373.45923, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

373. 45923 Conprehensi ve Revi ew Study of the Central
and Southern Florida Project.--

(1) The Legislature finds that the Conprehensive

Revi ew Study, or Restudy, for the Central and Southern Florida

Project, for which federal participation was authorized and

directed by the Federal Water Resources Devel opnent Acts of

1992 and 1996 together with rel ated Congressi onal resol utions,

is of critical inportance for sustaining the ecol ogy, econony,

and social well-being of south Florida. The South Florida

Wat er Managenent District's participation as |ocal sponsor for

the Restudy is therefore authorized. It is the intent of this

Legislature to facilitate and support the South Fl orida Water

Managenent District inits role as |ocal sponsor for the
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1| Restudy and to thereby ensure that all projects or operational
2 | changes resulting fromthe Restudy are inplenented in a manner
3| consistent with this chapter, the Evergl ades Program

4 | undertaken pursuant to s. 373.4592, and the policy provided by
5]|s. 373.016, including pronotion of the availability of

6| sufficient water for all existing and future

7 | reasonabl e-beneficial uses and natural systens.

8 (2) To acconplish the legislative intent of subsection
91(1), the Joint Legislative Conmttee on Evergl ades Oversi ght

10| created pursuant to s. 11.80 shall be responsible for

11 | nonitoring all funding and expenditures for projects or

12 | operational changes resulting fromthe Restudy. The South

13| Florida Water Managenent District shall assist the joint

14 | conmittee by providing any conprehensive plan, prelininary

15| financing plan, feasibility plan, project cooperation

16 | agreenent, or proposed plan of action resulting fromthe

17 | Restudy, or any other infornmation determ ned by the joint

18 | conmmittee to be necessary for acconplishing the purposes of

19 | this section.

20 (a) Conprehensive plan for the Restudy.--Imediately

21| following the 1998 Legi sl ative Session, the South Florida

22 | Water Managenent District shall provide to the joint comittee
23| all alternatives evaluated by the Restudy to that date, which
24 | shall be reviewed by the joint conmittee as an interim

25| project. The joint conmmttee shall review the proposed

26 | conpr ehensi ve plan during the 45-day public comment period and
27 | shall provide to the United States Arny Corps of Engi neers and
28 | the South Florida Water Managenent District witten conments
29| as it deens appropriate, that shall include, but not be

30| linmted to, the extent to which the proposed conprehensive

31| plan is consistent with the goals and objectives of this
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1| chapter and considers all conpeting policy needs within s.

2] 373.016, as well as all conpeting water uses. The joint

3| comittee shall conduct at |east two public hearings prior to
4 finalizing witten conments prepared pursuant to this

5 | paragraph. Upon conpletion of the conprehensive plan for the
6 | Restudy, the plan shall be subnitted to the Governor, the

7 | President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of

8 | Representatives, and the joint comrttee.

9 (b) Project cooperation agreenments.--Unless the

10| project nodification is specifically authorized by the

11 | Legi slature, which authorization nay be by a general

12 | appropriation, during the next Regul ar Legislative Session

13| foll owi ng subnission of infornmation on project scope,

14 | schedul es, and costs, the South Florida Water Managenent

15| District shall not execute a project cooperation agreenent for
16 | any proposed project or operational change resulting fromthe
17 | Restudy, including any action seeking further Congressiona

18 | aut hori zations or approvals to nodify project works or

19 | operations or to acquire land. If the Legi sl ature does not
20 | approve, nmodify, or reject project nodifications as descri bed
21| in this paragraph, the South Florida Water Managenent District
22 | may proceed with execution of the project cooperation
23 | agreenent, provided that the district's financial
24 | responsi bility under the project cooperation agreenent can be
25| net without the need for any future appropriations by the
26 | Legi sl ature.
27 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
28 | | aw.
29
30
31
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