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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 4147
By Representative Littlefield

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to the WAGES Program creating
s. 414.155, F.S.; providing a relocation
assi stance programfor fanmilies receiving or
eligible to receive WAGES Program assi st ance;
providing responsibilities of the Departnent of
Children and Family Services; providing for a
rel ocation plan and for nonitoring of the
rel ocation; requiring agreenents restricting
application for tenporary cash assistance for a
speci fi ed period; providing exceptions;
requiring repaynent of tenporary cash
assi stance provi ded under certain
ci rcunstances, and reduced eligibility for
future assistance; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 414.155, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
414. 155 Rel ocation assi stance program - -

(1) The Legislature recogni zes that the need for

public assistance may ari se because a fanily is located in an

area with limted enpl oynent opportunities, because of

geogr aphi c isol ation, because of form dable transportation

barriers, because of isolation fromtheir extended famly, or

because donestic violence interferes with the ability of a

parent to nmaintain self-sufficiency. Accordingly there is

established a programto assist famlies in relocating to

communities with greater opportunities for self-sufficiency.
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(2) The relocation assistance program shall involve

five steps by the Departnent of Children and Fanm |y Services:

(a) A deternmination by the departnent that the fanmly

is a WAGES Program participant or that all requirenents of

eligibility for the WAGES Programwould likely be net.

(b) A determination that there is a basis for

believing that relocation will contribute to the ability of

the applicant to achi eve sel f-sufficiency. For exanple, the

appl i cant:
1. Is unlikely to achi eve i ndependence at the current

communi ty of residence;

2. Has secured a job that requires relocation to

anot her communi ty;

3. Has a fanmily support network in anot her community;

4. Is a victimof donestic violence who woul d

experience reduced probability of further incidents through

rel ocation.
(c) Establishnment of a relocation plan, including a

budget and such requirenents as are necessary to prevent abuse

of the benefit and to provide an assurance that the applicant

will relocate, which includes nmaki ng expendi tures on behal f of

the applicant. The paynent to defray rel ocati on expenses

shall be limted to an anount not to exceed 4 nonths'

tenporary cash assi stance, based on famly size.

(d) A determination, pursuant to criteria adopted by
the WAGES Program State Board of Directors, that a Florida
community receiving a relocated famly has the capacity to

provi de needed servi ces and enpl oynent opportunities.

(e) Monitoring the relocation
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1 (3) Afanmily receiving relocation assistance for

2 | reasons other than donestic violence must sign an agreenent

3|l restricting the fanmly fromapplying for tenporary cash

4 | assistance for 6 nonths, unless an energency is denonstrated

5]to the departnent. |f a denopnstrated energency forces the

6| family to reapply for tenporary cash assistance within 6

7 | nonths after receiving a relocation assi stance paynent,

8 | repaynent nust be made on a prorated basis over an 8-nonth

9| period and subtracted fromany regul ar paynent of tenporary

10 | cash assi stance for which the applicant nmay be eligible.

11 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1 of the

12 | year in which enacted.
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