HB 4153, First Engrossed

1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to juvenile justice; anending
3 s. 985.309, F.S.; providing funding for boot
4 canps operated by the departnent, a county, or
5 nmuni ci pal governnent, contingent upon specific
6 appropriation, local funding, or state and
7 | ocal funding; requiring boot canps operated by
8 a sheriff to be under his or her supervisory
9 jurisdiction and authority as deternmined by a
10 contract between the departnent and the
11 sheriff; providing for placenent of children
12 eligible for boot canp placenent in boot canp
13 in or nearest to the judicial circuit in which
14 they were adjudicated; requiring exceptions to
15 a boot canp placenent; del eting requirenent
16 that the departnent charge and a county or
17 nmuni ci pal governnent pay a nonitoring fee
18 clarifying consequences for a departnent,
19 county or nunicipal boot canp failing to conply
20 with departnent rules for boot canps; deleting
21 aut hori zation by the departnent to institute
22 i njunctive proceedi ngs agai nst a county or
23 nmuni ci pal boot canp for failing to conply with
24 departnent rules for boot canps; providing an
25 ef fective date.
26
27| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
28
29 Section 1. Section 985.309, Florida Statutes, is
30 | anended to read:
31 985. 309 Boot canp for children.--
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5 t2—Contingent—upon | ocal funding, or specific

6 | appropriation and | ocal funding, the departnment or a county or

7 | muni ci pal governnent may inpl enent and operate a boot canp

8 | programto provide an intensive educational and physica

9| training and rehabilitative programfor appropriate children
10 | Boot canps inpl enented and operated by a sheriff shall be
11 | under his or her supervisory jurisdiction and authority as
12 | determined by a contract between the departnent and the
13 | sheriff.
14 (2)3) Achild may be placed in a boot canp programif
15| he or she is at |least 14 years of age but |less than 18 years
16 | of age at the tine of adjudication and has been conmmitted to
17 | the departnent for any offense that, if commtted by an adult,
18 | would be a felony, other than a capital felony, a life felony,
19 ) or a violent felony of the first degree.
20 (3) Achild coonmitted to the departnent and eligible
21| for placenent in a boot canp shall be placed in a boot canp in
22 | or nearest to the judicial circuit in which the child was
23 | adj udi cated, unless such a placenent would not be in the best
24 | interest of the child or the boot canp was unable to accept
25| the child.
26 (4) The departnent, county, or rnunicipality operating
27 | the boot canp program shall screen children sent to the boot
28 | canp program so that only those children who have nedi cal and
29 | psychol ogi cal profiles conducive to successfully conpleting an
30| intensive work, educational, and disciplinary program nmay be
31| adnmitted to the program The departnment shall adopt rules for
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use by the departnent, county, or nunicipality operating the
boot canp program for screeni ng such adm ssi ons.

(5) The program shall include educational assignnments,
wor k assi gnnents, and physical training exercises. Children
shall be required to participate in educational, vocational
and substance abuse prograns and to receive additiona
training in techni ques of appropriate decisionmaking, as well
as inlife skills and job skills. The program shall i nclude
counseling that is directed at replacing the crimna
t hi nki ng, beliefs, and values of the child with nora
t hi nki ng, beliefs, and val ues.

(6) A boot canp operated by the departnent, a county,
or a nunicipality nust provide for the follow ng nininum
periods of participation:

(a) A participant in a lowrisk residential program
nmust spend at |east 2 nonths in the boot canp conponent of the
programand 2 nonths in aftercare

(b) A participant in a noderate-risk residential
program nust spend at |east 4 nonths in the boot canp
conponent of the programand 4 nonths in aftercare.

Thi s subsection does not preclude the operation of a program
that requires the participants to spend nore than 4 nonths in
t he boot canp conponent of the programor that requires the
participants to conplete two sequential prograns of 4 nonths
each in the boot canp conponent of the program

(7) The departnent shall adopt rules for use by the
departnent, county, or nmunicipality operating the boot canp
program whi ch provide for disciplinary sanctions and
restrictions on the privileges of the general popul ation of
children in the program
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1 (8) The departnent shall conduct quarterly inspections
2 | and eval uations of each departnent, county, or, muni ci pa

3 | governnent boot canp programto determ ne whether the program
4| conplies with departnment rules for continued operation of the
5

6

7

8 | program—The—operatton—of—a |f a county or rmnunicipa

9 | governnent boot canp programthat fails to pass the
10 | departnent's quarterly inspection and eval uation, such failure
11| shall cause the departnent to terninate the program unless the
12 | program conplies with departnment rules within 3 nonths or
13 | unl ess there are docunented extenuating circunstances. i-f—the
14 | detiei . et aid . e I . I
15 | H—the—defieieney—i+snot——correctedbythenext—eguarterty
16 | inspeetion—

17 (9) |If a departnent-operated boot canp fails to pass

18 | the departnent's quarterly inspection and eval uation, the

19 | departnent nust take necessary and sufficient steps to ensure
20 | and docunent program changes to achi eve conpliance with
21 | departnent rules. |f the departnent-operated boot canp fails
22| to achieve conpliance with departnent rules within 3 nonths
23| and if there are no docunented extenuating circunstances, the
24 | departnent nmust notify the Executive Ofice of the Governor
25| and the Legislature of the corrective action taken
26 | Appropriate corrective action may include, but is not linted
27 | to:
28 a. contracting out for the operation of the boot canp;
29 b. initiating appropriate disciplinary action agai nst
30| all enpl oyees whose conduct or perfornmance is deened to have
31
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materially contributed to the programis failure to neet

departnent rul es;

c. redesigning the program or

d. realigning the program

(10) {9y The departnent shall keep records and nonitor

crimnal activity, educational progress, and enpl oynent

pl acenrent of all boot canp program participants in departnent,
county, and nunicipal boot canp prograns after their rel ease
fromthe program The departnent nust publish an outcone

eval uation study of each boot canp programw thin 18 nonths
after the fourth platoon has graduat ed.

(11) 36y A child in any boot canp program who becones
unnmanageabl e or nedically or psychologically ineligible nust
be renoved fromthe program

(12) t¥1)y(a) The department nmay contract with private
organi zations for the operation of its boot canp program and
aftercare.

(b) A county or nmunicipality may contract with private
organi zations for the operation of its boot canp program and
aftercare.

(13)t*2)(a) The Juvenile Justice Standards and
Trai ni ng Conmi ssion shall either establish criteria for
training all contract staff or provide a special training
program for departnent, county, and nunicipal boot canp
program staff, which shall include appropriate nethods of
dealing with children who have been placed in such a stringent
program

(b) Administrative staff nust successfully conplete a
m ni nrum of 120 contact hours of commi ssion-approved training.
Staff who have direct contact with children nmust successfully
conpl ete a mni mum of 200 contact hours of conmi ssion-approved
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training, which nust include training in the counseling
techni ques that are used in the boot canp program basic
cardi opul nonary resuscitation and choke-relief, and the
control of aggression.

(c) Al training courses nust be taught by persons who
are certified as instructors by the Division of Crininal
Justice Standards and Training of the Departnent of Law
Enf orcenent and who have prior experience in a juvenile boot
canp program A training course in counseling techniques need
not be taught by a certified instructor but nust be taught by
a person who has at |east a bachelor's degree in social work,
counsel ing, psychology, or a related field.

(d) A person may not have direct contact with a child
in the boot canp programuntil he or she has successfully
conpleted the training requirenents specified in paragraph
(b), unless he or she is under the direct supervision of a
certified drill instructor or canp conmander

he d L
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