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Fl orida Senate - 1998 (NP) SB 42

By Senator Silver

38-180- 98
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the Departnent of Health;
providing an appropriation for the relief of
Vernel l e Lowder, to conpensate her for damages
she sustained due to the negligence of the
Departnent of Health and Rehabilitative
Services; providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, a conplaint for damages was filed on behal f of
Vernel l e Lowder in Dade County (Case Nunber 93-16747-CA-02),
to seek conpensation for damages sustai ned by Vernelle Lowder
due to the failure of the Departnent of Health and
Rehabi litative Services to use proper procedures in testing,
handl i ng, storing, and transporting Vernelle Lowder's bl ood
and the erroneous report by the departnent that her bl ood was
Hl V- posi tive, and

WHEREAS, as a direct and proximate result of the
actions of the Departnent of Health and Rehabilitative
Services, Vernelle Lowder has suffered nental and physica
pain and suffering and costs, and

WHEREAS, an anended final judgnent was entered agai nst
the State of Florida Departnent of Health and Rehabilitative
Services on Cctober 19, 1994, awarding Vernell e Lowder the sum
of $350,000, to bear interest at the rate of 12 percent per
annum NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The facts stated in the preanble to this
act are found and declared to be true.
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Section 2. The State of Florida Departnent of Health
is directed to pay Vernelle Lowder the sum of $350, 000, plus
interest in the anount of 12 percent per annum to conpensate
her for the damages she sustained due to the negligence of the
departnent's predecessor agency, the Departnent of Health and
Rehabi litative Services.

Section 3. The Conptroller is directed to draw a
warrant in favor of Vernelle Lowder in the anpbunt of $350, 000,
plus interest in the amount of 12 percent per annum out of
funds in the State Treasury to the credit of the Departnent of
Heal th and not otherw se allocated, to conpensate Vernelle
Lowder for her injuries.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des an apﬁéo riation fromfunds credited to the
Depart nent of alth to pay a final judgnent in favor of
Vernell e Lowder, to conpensate her for damages she
sust ai ned due to the negligence of the defunct Departnent
of Health and Rehabilitative Services.
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