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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 4261
By Representative Bronson

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to ad val oremtaxation;
providing for the partial abatenent of taxes on
certain property destroyed or damaged by a
tornado; providing procedures; providing for
expiration of the act; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Abatenent of taxes upon destruction or

damage caused by tornadoes. - -

(1) |If a house or other residential building or

structure on land is destroyed or damaged due to a tornado so

that such house or other residential building or structure is

not capabl e of being used and occupi ed, upon application filed

with the property appraiser, taxes may be partially abated in

the foll owi ng manner:

(a) Application nust be filed by the owner with the

property apprai ser before March 1, following the tax year in

whi ch the destruction or damage occurred. Failure to file such

application before March 1 constitutes a waiver of any claim

for partial abatenent under this section

(b) The application nust identify the property

destroyed or damaged by tornado and specify the date the

destructi on or damage occurred and the nunber of nonths of

| oss of use and occupancy.

(c) The application nust be verified under oath under

penalty of perjury.

(d) Upon receipt of the application, the property

apprai ser shall investigate the statenents contained therein
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to determine whether the applicant is entitled to a partial

abat enent under this section. If the property appraiser

determines that the applicant is entitled to such parti al

abat enent, he or she shall issue an official witten statenent

to the tax coll ector which contains:

1. The nunber of nobnths that the building or structure

was nhot capabl e of use and occupancy. In calculating the

nunber of nonths, the property apprai ser shall consider each

30-day period as a nonth. Partial 30-day periods of 15 days or

| ess may not be considered, but partial periods of 16 days to

25 days are to be calculated as a 30-day peri od.

2. The value of the building or structure before the

danmage or destruction, as deternined by the property

appr ai ser.
3. Total taxes due on the building or structure as

reduced, based on the ratio that the nunber of nonths of |oss

of use and occupancy bears to 12.

4. The anpunt of reduction in taxes.

(e) Upon receipt of the witten statenent fromthe

property appraiser, the tax collector shall reduce the taxes

on the property shown on the tax collection roll to the anpunt

shown by the property apprai ser to be due.

(f) By May 1, the tax collector shall notify the board

of county conm ssioners and the Departnent of Revenue of the

total reduction in taxes for all property that received a

partial abatenent of taxes under this section

(g) As used in this section, the term

1. "Loss of use and occupancy" neans that the building

or structure, or sone self-sufficient unit within it cannot be

used for the purpose for which it was constructed during a

peri od of 60 days or nore.
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2. "House or other residential building or structure"

does not include anenities not essential to use and occupancy,

such as detached utility buildings, bul kheads, fences,

detached carports, swinming pools, or other sinmlar itens or

property.
(2) This section expires July 1, 1999.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

temrent of ad val oremtaxes for
destroyed or damaged by a tornado.
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