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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 43
By Representative Val des

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to education; anending ss.
232. 246 and 232.2465, F.S.; revising high
school graduation requirenents to include study
of the Constitution of the United States;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 232.246, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

232.246 Ceneral requirenents for high schoo
graduation. - -

(1) Successful conpletion of a mninmumof 24 academ c
credits in grades 9 through 12 shall be required for
graduation, provided that student conpletion of an
International Baccal aureate curricul umshall be deened to neet
the curricular requirenents of this subsection. The 24
credits shall be distributed as foll ows:

(a) Four credits in English, with najor concentration
in conposition and literature.

(b) Three credits in mathematics.

(c) Three credits in science, two of which nust have a
| aboratory conponent. The State Board of Education may grant
an annual waiver of the |aboratory requirenent to a schoo
district that certifies that its |laboratory facilities are
i nadequat e, provided the district subnits a capital outlay
plan to provide adequate facilities and nmakes the funding of
this plan a priority of the school board.

(d) One credit in Anerican history.
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(e) One credit in world history, including a
conparative study of the history, doctrines, and objectives of
all major political systens.

(f) One-half credit in econonics, including a
conparative study of the history, doctrines, and objectives of
all mmj or economc systens. The Florida Council on Economc
Education shall provide technical assistance to the departnment
and | ocal school boards in developing curriculummaterials for
t he study of economi cs.

(g) One-half credit in American governnent, including
study of the Constitution of the United States.

(h)1. One credit in practical arts career education or

expl oratory career education. Any vocational course as
defined in s. 228.041(22) may be taken to satisfy the high
school graduation requirenent for one credit in practical arts
or exploratory career education provided in this subparagraph

2. One credit in performng fine arts to be sel ected
fromnusic, dance, dramm, painting, or sculpture. A course in
any art form in addition to painting or scul pture, that
requi res manual dexterity, or a course in speech and debate,
may be taken to satisfy the high school graduation requirenent
for one credit in performng arts pursuant to this
subpar agr aph; or

3. One-half credit each in practical arts career
education or exploratory career education and perforning fine
arts, as defined in this paragraph

Such credit for practical arts career education or exploratory
career education or for performng fine arts shall be nade
available in the 9th grade, and students shall be schedul ed
into a 9th grade course as a priority.
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(i) One-half credit in life nanagenent skills to
i ncl ude consuner education, positive enotional devel opnent,
nutrition, prevention of human i munodeficiency virus
i nfection and acquired i mune deficiency syndrone and ot her
sexual |y transm ssi bl e di seases, benefits of sexual abstinence
and consequences of teenage pregnancy, infornmation and
i nstruction on breast cancer detection and breast
sel f-exam nation, cardiopul nonary resuscitation, drug
education, and the hazards of snoking. Such credit shall be
given for a course to be taken by all students in either the
9th or 10th grade.
(j) ©One-half credit in physical education to include
assessnent, inmprovenent, and mmi nt enance of personal fitness.
(k) Nine elective credits.

School boards nmay award a maxi num of one-half credit in social
studi es and one-half elective credit for student conpletion of
nonpai d voluntary community or school service work. Students
choosing this option shall conplete a mnimum of 75 hours of
service in order to earn the one-half credit in either
category of instruction. Credit nmay not be earned for service
provided as a result of court action. School boards that
approve the award of credit for student vol unteer service
shal | devel op guidelines regarding the award of such credit
and school principals shall be responsible for approving
specific volunteer activities.

Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 232.2465, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

232.2465 Florida Acadenic Scholars' Certificate
Program --For the purpose of recognizing and rewardi ng
out st andi ng perfornmance and acadeni c achi evenent on the part
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1| of public school students and nonpublic school students, the
2 | Conmi ssi oner of Education shall award to each hi gh schoo

3| graduate who neets the requirenents specified herein, and as
4| further specified by the State Board of Education, a speci al
5] certificate recogni zing and designating the graduate as a

6 | Fl ori da Acadeni c Schol ar

7 (1) In order to qualify as a Florida Academ c Schol ar
8 | a student nust:

9 (a) Conplete a programof at least 24 credits in

10 | advanced-1evel studies as prescribed by the State Board of

11 | Education, including as a m ni num

12 1. Four years of progressively advanced instruction in
13 | anguage arts, including courses in English conposition and
14| literature;

15 2. Four years of progressively advanced instruction in
16 | science, including | aboratory courses in biology, chemstry,
17 | and physics where |l aboratory facilities are avail abl e;

18 3. Four years of progressively advanced instruction in
19 | mat hemati cs, including courses in algebra and geonetry and

20 | cal culus or trigononetry;

21 4. Two years of sequential foreign | anguage;

22 5. One year of instruction in art and nusic or in

23| either art or nusic;

24 6. Three years of instruction in social studies,

25 | i ncluding courses in Anerican history and governnent, world
26 | history, and conmparative political and econom c systens,

27 | provided that a course in Amnerican governnent shall include
28 | study of the Constitution of the United States; and

29 7. One year of instruction in health and physica

30 | education to include assessnent, inprovenent, and nmi ntenance
31| of personal fitness.
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1 (b) Achieve a score of 1100 on the conbi ned verbal and
2| quantitative parts of the Schol astic Aptitude Test of the
3| Coll ege Entrance Examination or an equival ent score on the
4 | Arerican Col |l ege Testing Program
5 (c) Inlieu of the requirenents specified in
6 | paragraphs (a) and (b), successfully conplete the
7| Internati onal Baccal aureate curriculum and receive the
8 | International Baccal aureate D pl oma sponsored and admi ni st ered
9| by the International Baccal aureate Ofice. A student who
10 | conpletes the International Baccal aureate curriculumbut fails
11 ) to earn the International Baccal aureate Diploma shall also
12 | qualify if such a student achieves the score required in
13 | paragraph (b).
14 (d) Effective with the 1993-1994 school year, conplete
15| a program of community service work, as approved by the
16 | district school board or the adninistrators of a nonpublic
17 | school, which shall include a mninumof 75 hours of service
18 | work and require the student to identify a social problemthat
19 | interests himor her, develop a plan for his or her personal
20 | i nvol venent in addressing the problem and, through papers or
21 | other presentations, evaluate and reflect upon his or her
22 | experience.
23 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
24
25 KA KKK KA KK F KRR AR K A AR KR A KKK A A KK KA K KKK KKK
26 HOUSE SUMVARY
27 . . . . .
Revi ses hi gh school graduation requirenents to include
28 study of the Constitution of the United States.
29
30
31
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