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. By the Cormittee on Juvenile Justice and Representatives
Ealtnter, tPutnam D. Prewitt, Stafford, Murman, I vin and
et ancour

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to juvenile justice education
3 prograns; requiring the Juvenile Justice

4 Advi sory Board to conduct a study relating to
5 educati on prograns for juvenile offenders;

6 requiring findings and reconmendati ons;

7 requiring a performance review by the Ofice of
8 Program Pol i cy Anal ysis and Gover nnent

9 Accountability; providing an appropriation

10 anending s. 230.23, F.S., relating to district
11 school board duties; revising provisions

12 relating to alternative education prograns for
13 students in residential care facilities;

14 anmendi ng s. 230.2316, F.S.; providing for

15 certain coordination with school district

16 dropout prevention prograns; anending s.

17 230. 23161, F.S.; revising provisions relating
18 to educational services in Department of

19 Juvenil e Justice prograns; providing findings
20 relating to juvenil e assessnent centers;

21 provi di ng school board and school district

22 duties; providing requirenents relating to

23 teachers assigned to juvenile justice education
24 prograns; requiring rules relating to

25 educati onal services; providing funding

26 requi renments; providing for the operation of
27 speci fi ed education prograns by the Depart nment
28 of Education; anmending s. 237.34, F.S.

29 revising provisions relating to school district
30 expendi ture of funds for specified prograns;
31 anmending s. 402.22, F.S.; revising provisions
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relating to education prograns for students who
reside in residential care facilities operated
by the Departnent of Children and Family
Services; creating s. 985.317, F.S.; requiring
t he devel opnent of a Juvenile O fender
Functional Literacy Program providing intent,
eligibility, and programrequirenents;
requiring initial assessnment; providing for
exenption fromthe program providing for

eval uation and reporting; anending s. 985. 404,
F.S.; revising provisions relating to a cost
data report; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Juvenile justice education prograns.--

(1) It is the intent of the Legislature that education

prograns for youth committed by the court to residential

conm tnment progranms operated by and contracted to the

Departnent of Juvenile Justice be strong conponents in

Florida's efforts to rehabilitate, habilitate, and redirect

the lives of juvenile offenders toward a path of responsible

citizenship. Education prograns are the primary

rehabilitative nethod of turning around and redirecting the

lives of juvenile offenders. Efforts to inprove the outcones

of juvenile offenders and the accountability and

cost-effectiveness of juvenile justice prograns cannot be

successful unl ess adequate attention and resources are paid to

educati onal outcones of youth in the juvenile justice system

New and i nnovative education prograns in residential and

nonresidential commtnent facilities, in addition to education
2
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prograns for juvenile offenders who have not been conmitted to

the Departnent of Juvenile Justice and who are under court

supervision in the community, should be expl ored, devel oped,

or inpl enent ed.

(2) The Juvenile Justice Advisory Board, created

pursuant to s. 985.401, Florida Statutes, shall conduct a

study to deternine the extent and nature of education prograns

for juvenile offenders comitted by the court to the

Departnent of Juvenile Justice and for juvenile offenders

under court supervision in the conmunity.

(3)(a) The Juvenile Justice Advisory Board shal

anal yze existing juvenile justice education policy, statutes,

prograns, services, and resources and identify new directions

for juvenile justice education.

(b) The board shall address, at a mininum the

foll owi ng i ssues:

1. The extent and nature of education prograns in

residential and nonresidential conmitnent prograns for

juvenile offenders committed by the court to the Departnment of

Juvenile Justice in terns of assessnent, curriculum staffing,

delivery, and resources.

2. Education curricula and delivery systens nobst

appropriate for youth in the juvenile justice system

3. The extent and nature of existing education

prograns for juvenile offenders who are not conmitted by the

court to the Departnent of Juvenile Justice but who are under

sone type of comunity-based supervision

4., How educational services for juvenile offenders are

currently funded, and identification of barriers to and

alternative fundi ng nethods for ensuring adequate and

3
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effective delivery of educational services for this student

popul ati on.

5. Current statutory provisions for delivering

educational services to juvenile offenders, and deternination

of whether statutory revisions are needed and what those

changes shoul d be.

6. Barriers to the efficient and effective operation

of education prograns in juvenile justice settings.

(4) The Juvenile Justice Advisory Board shall propose

any changes to policy, statutes, prograns, and fundi ng

regardi ng education prograns and services for juvenile

offenders, including, but not limted to: flexibility in

educati onal service delivery; education programcriteria and

student support and continuity for juvenile offenders

returning to public schools; education program eval uati on and

perfornmance neasures; and educational staff devel opnent,

certification, and training.

(5) The Juvenile Justice Advisory Board shall submt

its prelimnary findings and reconmendations to the Governor

the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, and the minority | eaders of the Senate and
t he House of Representatives by Decenber 31, 1998. Findi ngs
and recommendati ons of the board may serve as the basis for

changes in substantive law for the 1999 Regul ar Session of the

Legi sl at ure.

(6) The Juvenile Justice Advisory Board shall hold not

| ess than two public hearings at sites throughout the state to

solicit testinmony and gather evidence froma broad range of

persons related to juvenile justice education issues.

(7) The Ofice of Program Policy Anal ysis and

Governnent Accountability shall conduct a perfornmance revi ew
4
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of education progranms for youth in residential conmtnent

facilities. Facilities selected for review shall consist of

state-operated and contracted residential conm tnent

facilities in different parts of the state. The purpose of

the reviewis to assist the Juvenile Justice Advisory Board in

addr essing i ssues described in subsection (3). Specific

i ssues and questions to be addressed in the review shall be

determ ned through discussions with board staff, Departnent of

Juvenile Justice and the Departnent of Education staff, and

staff fromrelevant |egislative comittees.

(8) The sum of $150,000 is hereby appropriated from

the General Revenue Fund to the Juvenile Justice Advisory

Board for the purpose of funding the study of education

prograns for juvenile offenders committed by the court to the

Departnent of Juvenile Justice and for juvenile offenders

under court supervision in the conmunity. The board shal

hire personnel necessary to staff the study. Admnistrative

support services for the study shall be provided by current

board staff. The board shall use a subcomm ttee of interested

board nenbers and may request other interested persons to

participate and act as a juvenile justice education task force

for the study.

Section 2. Paragraph (n) of subsection (4) of section
230.23, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

230.23 Powers and duties of school board.--The schoo
board, acting as a board, shall exercise all powers and
performall duties |isted bel ow

(4) ESTABLI SHVENT, ORGAN ZATI ON, AND OPERATI ON OF
SCHOOLS. - - Adopt and provide for the execution of plans for the
establ i shnent, organization, and operation of the schools of
the district, including, but not limted to, the follow ng:

5
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(n) Alternative education prograns for students in
residential care facilities.--Provide educational prograns
according to rules of the state board to students who reside
in residential care facilities operated by the Departnment of
Chil dren and Fam | y Heatth—and—Rehabititative Services.

1. The district school board shall not be charged any

rent, nmaintenance, utilities, or overhead on such facilities.
Mai nt enance, repairs, and renodeling of existing facilities
shal | be provided by the Departnment of Children and Fanmily
Health—and—Rehabititative Servi ces.

2. If additional facilities are required, the district
school board and the Departnent of Children and Fanily Heatth
ant—Rehabi-H-tative Services shall agree on the appropriate
site based on the instructional needs of the students. Wen

the nost appropriate site for instruction is on district
school board property, a special capital outlay request shal
be made by the conmi ssioner in accordance with s. 235.41. \Wen
the nost appropriate site is on state property, state capita
outlay funds shall be requested by the Departnent of Children
and Fani |y Heatth—antd—Rehabititative Services as provided by
s. 216.043 and shall be subnmitted as specified by s. 216.023.
Any instructional facility to be built on state property shal
have educational specifications jointly devel oped by the
school district and the Departnent of Children and Fanily
Heatth—and—Rehabittative Services and approved by the
Departnent of Education. The size of space and occupant

design capacity criteria as provided by state board rul es

shal |l be used for renodeling or new construction whether

facilities are provided on state property or district schoo

board property. The planning of such additional facilities

shal | incorporate current Departnent of Children and Fanily
6

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © © N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 4315
179- 124- 98

Health—and—Rehabititative Services deinstitutionalization
pl ans.

3. The school board shall have full and conplete
authority in the matter of the assignnent and pl acenent of
such students in educational prograns. The parent or guardian
of exceptional students shall have the due process rights
provided for in subparagraph (m 5.

4. The school board shall have a witten agreenent
with the Departnent of Children and Fanily Heatth—and
Rehabi+Htative Services outlining the respective duties and
responsibilities of each party.

Not wi t hst andi ng the provisions herein, the educational program
prograns at the—Arthur—bezirer—School—for—Boeyst he Mari anna

Sunl and Center in Jackson County,—ant—the—+torida—Schoot—for
Beys—at—Ckeechobee—in—Ckeechobee—County shall be operated by

t he Departnent of Education, either directly or through grants
or contractual agreenents with other public or duly accredited
educati onal agenci es approved by the Departnent of Education

Section 3. Subsection (8) of section 230.2316, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

230. 2316 Dropout prevention.--

(8) COORDI NATI ON W TH OTHER AGENCI ES. - - School district
dropout prevention prograns shall be coordinated with social
service, |aw enforcenent, prosecutorial, and juvenile justice
agenci es and juvenil e assessnent centers in the schoo

district. Notwi thstanding the provisions of s. 228.093, these

agencies are authorized to exchange infornmation contained in

student records and juvenile justice records. Such information

is confidential and exenpt fromthe provisions of s.

119.07(1). School districts and ot her agencies receiving such
7
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information shall use the information only for official
pur poses connected with the certification of students for
admi ssion to and for the adnministration of the dropout
prevention program and shall maintain the confidentiality of
such information unless otherw se provided by |law or rule.

Section 4. Section 230.23161, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

230. 23161 Educational services in Departnent of
Juvenil e Justice progranms. --

(1) The Legislature finds that juvenil e assessnent

centers are an inportant source of information about youth who

are entering the juvenile justice system Juvenile assessnent

centers docunent the condition of youth entering the system

t hereby providi ng baseline data which is essential to eval uate

changes in the condition of youth as a result of treatnent.

The cooperation and involvenent of the | ocal school system

i ncluding the conmitnent of appropriate resources for

determ ni ng the educational status and special |earning

probl ens and needs of youth, are essential if the ful

potential benefits of juvenile assessnent centers are to be

achi eved.

(2) 1)y Students participating in a detention
comm tnent, or rehabilitation program pursuant to chapter 985
39 which is sponsored by a conmmunity-based agency or is
operated or contracted for by the Departnment of Juvenile
Justice shall receive educational prograns according to rules
of the State Board of Education. These students shall be
eligible for services afforded to students enrolled in
prograns pursuant to s. 230.2316 and all corresponding State
Board of Education rul es.

8
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(3) 2 The district school board of the county in
whi ch the residential or nonresidential care facility or
juvenil e assessnent facility is located shall provide

appropri ate educati onal assessnents and an appropriate program

of instruction and special education services. The district
school board shall make provisions for each student to
participate in basic, vocational, and exceptional student
prograns as appropriate. Each program shall be conducted
according to applicable | aw providing for the operation of
public schools and rules of the state board.

(4) 3y A school day for any student serviced in a
Departnent of Juvenile Justice programshall be the sane as
specified in s. 228.041(13). Educational services shall ray be
provided at tines of the day nobst appropriate for the program
School programring in juvenile justice detention, conmtnent,
and rehabilitation prograns shall be nade avail able during the
regul ar school year and the sumer school by the |ocal schoo
district.

(5) t4)y The educational program shall consist of
appropriate basic acadenic, vocational, or exceptiona
curricula and rel ated services which support the treatnent
goal s and reentry and which nmay |l ead to conpletion of the
requirements for receipt of a high school diplom or its
equivalent. |If the duration of a programis |less than 40
days, the educational conponent may be linited to tutorial
activities and vocational enployability skills.

(6) 5y Participation in the program by students of
conmpul sory school attendance age as provided for in s. 232.01
shall be mandatory. All students of nonconpul sory
school - att endance age who have not received a high schoo

9
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1| diplona or its equivalent shall participate in the educationa
2 | program

3 (7)t6) The school district shall make—every—effort—teo
4| recruit and train teachers who are interested, qualified, or
5 | and experienced in educating students in juvenile justice

6 | prograns. antg—toe—proevide Students in juvenile justice prograns
7 | shall be provided wtt a wi de range of educational prograns

8 | and opportunities including textbooks, technol ogy,

9| instructional support, and other resources available to

10 | students in public schools. Teachers assigned to educationa
11| prograns in juvenile justice settings in which the schoo

12 | district operates the educational programshall be jointly

13 | selected by the school district and the director of the

14 | juvenile justice facility. Teachers assigned to juvenile

15| justice prograns shall receive specialized training on howto
16 | effectively provide educational services for students in such
17 | settings. Educational prograns in juvenile justice facilities
18 | shall have access to the substitute teacher pool utilized by
19 | the school district.

20 (8) A School districts are authorized and strongly

21 | encouraged to A—seheot—distriet—ay contract with a private
22 | provider for the provision of educational prograns to youths
23 | placed with the Departnent of Juvenile Justice and shall ray
24 | generate local, state, and federal funding, including funding
25| through the Florida Education Finance Program for such

26 | students.

27 (9) (a) {8y The Departnent of Education shall devel op an
28 | adninistrative rule that defines "direct educational services"
29 | and "adnmini strative educational services." These definitions
30| shall govern the allocation by a | ocal school district of

31
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funds generated by state funding through the Florida Education

Fi nance Program
(b) The local school district shall fund the direct

educati onal services edueation programin a Departnent of

Juvenile Justice facility at a the—samre—or—higher | evel not
| ess than 95 percent of funtding—for—eguivatent—students—in—the
county—school—systembased—on the funds generated by state

fundi ng through the Florida Education Finance Program for such

students. It is the intent of the Legislature that the schoo
district maximze its avail able local, state, and federal
funding to a juvenile justice program and that these funds be

used prinmarily for direct educational services.
(10) {9y Each school district shall negotiate a
cooperative agreenent with the Departnent of Juvenile Justice

on the delivery of educational services to youths under the
jurisdiction of the departnment. Such agreenent nust include,
but is not limted to:

(a) Roles and responsibilities of each agency,
including the roles and responsibilities of contract
provi ders.

(b) Administrative issues including procedures for
sharing information.

(c) Allocation of resources including nmaxim zation of
| ocal, state, and federal funding.

(d) Procedures for educational evaluation for
educati onal exceptionalities and special needs.

(e) Curriculumand delivery of instruction

(f) dassroom managenent procedures and attendance
policies.

(g) Procedures for provision of qualified
i nstructional personnel, whether supplied by the schoo

11
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district or provided under contract by the provider, and for
perfornmance of duties while in a juvenile justice setting.

(h) Provisions for inproving skills in teaching and
working with juvenile delinquents.

(i) Transition plans for students noving into and out
of juvenile facilities.

(j) Procedures and tinelines for the tinely
docunentation of credits earned and transfer of student
records.

(k) Methods and procedures for dispute resolution

(1) Provisions for ensuring the safety of education
personnel and support for the agreed-upon education program

(m Strategies for correcting any deficiencies found
t hrough the quality assurance process.

(11) £36) The cooperative agreenent pursuant to
subsection(10) {9)ydoes not preclude the devel opnment of an
operati ng agreenment or contract between the school district
and the provider for each juvenile justice programin the
school district where educational programs are to be provided.
Any of the matters which nust be included in the agreenent
pursuant to subsection(10){9)ymay be defined in the
operati onal agreenments or operating contracts rather than in
t he cooperative agreenent if agreed to by the Departnment of
Juvenile Justice. Nothing in this section or in a cooperative
agreenent shall be construed to require the school board to
provi de nore services than can be supported by the funds
generated by students in the juvenile justice prograns.
However, it is the intent of the Legislature that not |ess

than 95 percent of the funds generated by students in juvenile

justice prograns be allocated to direct educational services

as defined by rule. Wen a school board contracts with
12
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another entity to provide educational services in juvenile

justice prograns, it nust require that not | ess than 95

percent of the funds received by the entity be spent on direct

educati onal services. Conpliance with this requirenent shal

be subject to audit.
(12) ¥ The Departnent of Education in consultation
with the Departnent of Juvenile Justice shall establish

standards and a conprehensive quality assurance revi ew process
and schedul e for the eval uation of the educational conponent
in juvenile justice prograns.

(13) (32} The district school board shall not be
charged any rent, nmintenance, utilities, or overhead on such
facilities. Maintenance, repairs, and renodeling of existing
facilities shall be provided by the Departnent of Juvenile
Justi ce.

(14) 33y Wien additional facilities are required, the
di strict school board and the Departnent of Juvenile Justice
shal | agree on the appropriate site based on the instructiona
needs of the students. When the nobst appropriate site for
instruction is on district school board property, a special
capital outlay request shall be nade by the comi ssioner in
accordance with s. 235.41. Wen the npost appropriate site is
on state property, state capital outlay funds shall be
requested by the Departnent of Juvenile Justice provided by s.
216. 043 and shall be subnmitted as specified by s. 216.023.
Any instructional facility to be built on state property shal
have educational specifications jointly devel oped by the
school district and the Departnent of Juvenile Justice and
approved by the Departnent of Education. The size of space
and occupant design capacity criteria as provided by state
board rul es shall be used for renpdeling or new construction

13
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whether facilities are provided on state property or district
school board property.

(15) 34y The parent or guardi an of exceptiona
students shall have the due process rights provided for in
chapter 232.

(16) (15) Departnment of Juvenile Justice detention and
comm tment prograns nay be designated as second chance school s
pursuant to s. 230.2316(3)(d). Adnission to such prograns
shall be governed by part—++—o6f chapter 985 39.

(17) £16) The Department of Education and Departnent of
Juvenile Justice, after consultation with and assi stance from

| ocal providers and |ocal school districts, shall report

annually to the Legislature by Decenber 1 on the progress

t owar ds devel opi ng effective educational prograns for juvenile
del i nquents including the anount of funding provided by | oca
school districts to juvenile justice prograns, the anount
retained for administration including docunenting the purposes

for such expenses, the status of the devel opnent of

cooperative agreenents, and the results of the quality
assurance reviews including recomendations for system
i mprovenent .

(18) The educational programs at the Arthur Dozier

School for Boys in Jackson County and the Florida School for

Boys i n Ckeechobee shall be operated by the Departnent of

Education, either directly or through grants or contractual

agreenents with other public or duly accredited education

agenci es approved by the Departnent of Education
(19) 7~ The Departnent of Education shall have the
authority to adopt any rules necessary to i nplenent the

provisions of this section, including uniformcurriculum
fundi ng, and second chance schools. Such rules shall require
14
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1| the mni mrum anount of paperwork and reporting necessary to

2| conply with this act. By Jdanuvary—1—1994——cur+rent—+utes

3 | regarding—this—section—shatH—bereviset—

4 Section 5. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section
5| 237.34, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

6 237.34 Cost accounting and reporting.--

7 (3) PROGRAM EXPENDI TURE REQUI REMENTS. - -

8 (a) Each district shall expend at |east the percent of
9| the funds generated by each of the prograns |isted herein on
10 | the aggregate total school costs for such prograns:

11 Ki ndergarten and grades 1, 2, and 3, 90 percent.
12 2. Gades 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8, 80 percent.

13 3. Gades 9, 10, 11, and 12, 80 percent.

14 4. Prograns for exceptional students, on an aggregate
15 | program basi s, 80 percent.

16 5. Grades 7 through 12 vocational education prograns,
17 | on an aggregate program basis, 80 percent.

18 6. Students-at-risk prograns, on an aggregate program
19 | basis, 80 percent, with the exception of programs for students
20| in Department of Juvenile Justice facilities, 95 percent.

21 7. Any new program established and funded under s.

22| 236.081(1)(c), that is not included under subparagraphs 1

23| through 6., on an aggregate basis as appropriate, 80 percent.
24 Section 6. Section 402.22, Florida Statutes, is

25| anended to read:

26 402. 22 Education program for students who reside in
27 | residential care facilities operated by the Departnent of

28 | Children and Fanily Heatth—and—Rehabititative Services. --

29 (1) (a) The Legislature recognizes that the Departnent
30| of Children and Fanily Heatth—and—RehabiH-tative Servi ces has
31| under its residential care students with critical problens of

15
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physi cal inpairnment, enotional disturbance, soeiat
watadiustrents-ment al i npai rnent, and | earning i npairnent.

(b) The Legislature recognizes the vital role of
education in the rehabilitati on of such students. It is the
intent of the Legislature that all such students benefit from
educational services and receive such services.

(c) It is the intent of the Legislature that
educati onal services be coordinated with appropriate and
exi sting diagnostic and eval uative, social, followp, and
ot her therapeutic services of the Departnment of Children and
Fam | y Heatth—and—Rehabittative Services so that the effect
of the total rehabilitation process is naxinized.

(d) It is the intent of the Legislature that, as
educational prograns for students in residential care
facilities are inplenmented by the district school board,
educati onal personnel in the Departnent of Children and Fanmily
Health—and—Rehabit+itative Services residential care facilities
who neet the qualifications for enployees of the district

school board be enployed by the district school board.

(2) District school boards shall establish educationa
prograns for all students ages 5 through 18 under the
residential care of the Departnment of Children and Famly
Heatth—and—Rehabititative Services and may provide for
students bel ow age 3 as provided for in s. 232.01(1)(e).

Fundi ng of such prograns shall be pursuant to s. 236.081

(3) Notwi thstandi ng any provisions of chapters 39,
393, 394, and 397 to the contrary, the services of the
Departnent of Children and Fam | y Heatth—and—RehabitHtative
Services and those of the Departnent of Education and district

school boards shall be nutually supportive and conpl enentary
of each other. The education prograns provided by the district
16
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1| school board shall neet the standards prescribed by the State
2 | Board of Education and the district school board. Deci sions

3 | regarding the design and delivery of Departnent of Children

4 | and Fani |y Heatth—ant—RehabiHtative Services treatnent or

5] habilitative services shall be nade by interdisciplinary teans
6 | of professional and paraprofessional staff of which

7 | appropriate district school system adm nistrative and

8 | instructional personnel shall be invited to be participating
9 | nenbers. The requirenents for maintenance of confidentiality
10| as prescribed in chapters 39, 393, 394, and 397 shall be

11| applied to informati on used by such interdisciplinary teans,
12 | and such information shall be exenpt fromthe provisions of
13| ss. 119.07(1) and 286.011

14 (4) Students age 18 and under who are under the

15| residential care of the Departnent of Children and Famly

16 | Health—and—Rehabititative Services and who receive an

17 | education program shall be calculated as full-tine equival ent
18 | student nenbership in the appropriate cost factor as provided
19| for in s. 236.081(1)(c). Residential care facilities of the
20 | Departnent of Children and Fanily Heatth—antd—Rehabititative
21| Services shall include, but not be linited to, devel opnental
22 | services institutions and;state nmental health facilities;—and
23 | youth——servicesprograns—{residentiatl—and—day—prograns)y. A
24 | students shall receive their education programfromthe

25| district school system and funding shall be allocated through
26 | the Florida Education Finance Programfor the district schoo
27 | system

28 t5)—Students—comitted—to—the DbDepartrent—of—Heatth—and
29 | Rehabititative—Services—andptaced—in—youth—services

30 | resi-dential—and—day—prograns—shal—be—assigned—to—the

31
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I . o . I bas ol ’
as—apptroprtate—

(5) t6) Instructional and special educational services
which are provided to nental health and retardation clients in
the Departnent of Children and Fanily Heatth—and
Rehabi+tative Services residential care facilities by | oca

school districts shall not be |l ess than 180 days or 900 hours;

however, the 900 hours may be distributed over a 12-nonth
period, unless otherwi se stated in rules devel oped by the
State Board of Education with the concurrence of the
Departnent of Children and Fam | y Heatth—and—RehabiHtative
Servi ces pronul gated pursuant to subsection(6) 7.

(6) 7 The State Board of Education and the Depart nent
of Children and Fanily Heatth—ant—RehabiHtative Services
shal |l have the authority to promul gate rul es which shal

assist in the orderly transfer of the instruction of students
from Departnent of Children and Fanily Heatth—and
Rehabititative Services residential care facilities to the

di strict school systemor to the public education agency and

whi ch shall assist in inplenenting the specific intent as
stated in this act.

(7) 8y Notwi t hstanding the provisions of s.
230. 23(4) (n), the educational program prograns at Arthur

Poezier—Schoot—fo+—Boys—and the Mari anna Sunl and Center in

Jackson County ant—the—+torida—School—for—Boys—in—Ckeechobee
shal | be operated by the Departnent of Education, either

directly or through grants or contractual agreenents wth

ot her public educational agencies. The annual state

al l ocation to any such agency shall be conputed pursuant to s.
236.081(1), (2), and (5) and allocated in the anobunt that

18
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1| woul d have been provided the |Iocal school district in which

2| the residential facility is |ocated.

3 Section 7. Section 985.317, Florida Statutes, is

4| created to read

5 985. 317 Juvenile Ofender Functional Literacy

6| Program - -

7 (1) INTENT.--It is the intent of the Legislature that
8 | a mandatory functional literacy programfor juvenile offenders
9| comitted by the court and placed in residential conm tnent
10 | prograns be established. Juvenile offenders should have the
11 | opportunity to achieve functional literacy as a neans to

12 | further their educational and vocational needs to assist them
13])in being crine free. The functional literacy program shoul d
14 | be of high quality, targeted to the juvenile offender's

15 | assessed ability and needs, and use the appropriate

16 | instructional technology with qualified educationa

17 | instructors. The program should be adninistered in each

18 | state-operated and contracted residential commtnent program
19 | throughout the state with conpati bl e standardi zed program

20| criteria so that an offender transferred fromone facility to
21 | another nmay be able to continue his or her literacy education
22 | with mniml disruption.

23 (2) JUVEN LE OFFENDER FUNCTI ONAL LI TERACY

24 | PROGRAM - -The Departnent of Education, in consultation with
25| the Departnent of Juvenile Justice, shall devel op and,

26 | conti ngent upon specific appropriations, inplenent and

27 | admini ster a Juvenile O fender Functional Literacy Programin
28| all state-operated and contracted residential conm tnent

29 | prograns. The programis designed to pronpbte the functiona
30| literacy of juvenile offenders and ensure continuity and

31
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1| consistency in the program anong the residential conmtnent

2 | prograns.

3 (3) ELIGBILITY REQU REMENTS. - -

4 (a)l1. An offender 16 years of age or younger who neets
5| the criteria of this section shall be required to participate
6]|in the program

7 2. An offender over 16 years of age who is admitted to
8| aresidential coomitnent programon or after the effective

9| date of this section and who neets the criteria of this

10 | section shall be required to participate in the program An
11 | of fender over 16 years of age who was adnitted to a

12 | residential comritnent programprior to the effective date of
13| this section may voluntarily participate in the programif the
14 | of fender otherwi se neets eligibility requirenents.

15 (b) To be required to participate in the program an
16 | of fender shall not have attained a sixth grade reading |evel
17 | and shall not be exenpt fromthe program pursuant to

18 | subsection (6).

19 (4) PROGRAM REQUI REMENTS. --1n addition to any other

20 | requirenments determ ned by the Departnent of Education and the
21 | Departnent of Juvenile Justice, the program shall

22 (a) Enroll an offender whose functional literacy is

23| bel ow the sixth grade reading | evel due to a nedical

24 | devel opnental, or learning disability, but who can reasonably
25| be expected to benefit fromthe program

26 (b) Require an offender who neets the eligibility

27 | criteria to participate in the programfor a mni num of 240
28 | hours unl ess the offender becones functionally literate or is
29 | released fromthe conmitnent facility before the offender has
30 | conpl eted the program

31
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(c) Require counseling for an of fender who has not

becone functionally literate after participation in the

program The counseling shall address the benefits of

continuing in the program

(d) Establish a system of incentives to encourage and

reward of fender performance in the program

(e) Establish a system of disincentives which may

i nclude disciplinary action should an of fender refuse or

intentionally fail to participate in good faith in the

program
(f) Ensure that reports are nmintained in an

offender's records to record the offender's efforts and

progress in the programand that such records are forwarded to

the appropriate educational facility upon the offender's

release fromthe commtnent facility.
(5) [INITI AL ASSESSMENT. --When an offender is adnitted
to a residential commtnent facility, the Departnment of

Juvenile Justice or contracted provider shall imediately

assess whether the offender is functionally literate. An

assessnent may be done by a juvenile assessnent center

pursuant to s. 985.209, as part of the juvenile justice intake

process as provided in s. 985.21. |If the departnent or

contracted provider deternmines fromits assessnent or an

assessnent conpleted by a juvenile assessnent center that the

offender is not functionally literate, then the offender shal

participate in the programif the other requirenents of the

program are net.
(6) EXEMPT OFFENDERS. - - An of fender who cannot
reasonably be expected to benefit fromthe programas a result

of a nedical, developnental, or learning disability shall not

be required to participate in the program An of fender who nay
21
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be considered exenpt fromthe programshall be eval uated by an

appropriate psychol ogi st, psychiatrist, or physician who wll

nake such a deternination
(7) EVALUATI ON AND REPORTI NG REQUI REMENTS. - - The
Juvenile O fender Functional Literacy Program shall be

eval uated by the Juvenile Justice Advisory Board, in

consultation with the Departnent of Education, as part of the

board' s outcone eval uation reporting requirenents pursuant to

s. 985.401. The Departnent of Juvenile Justice, in

consultation with the Departnent of Education, shall devel op

and i npl enent a research design to determne the inpact of the

program on recidivismand subnit an annual report on the

i npl erentation and progress of the programto the President of

the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives no

| ater than January 1 of each year
Section 8. Subsection (10) of section 985.404, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

985.404 Administering the juvenile justice
conti nuum - -

(10) The departnent shall annually collect and report
cost data for every program operated or contracted by the
departnment. The cost data shall conformto a fornmat approved
by the departnent and the Legislature. Uniformcost data shal
be reported and coll ected for state-operated and contracted
prograns so that conparisons can be nmade anong prograns. The
departnent shall ensure that there is accurate cost accounting
for state-operated services including narket-equival ent rent
and other shared cost. The cost of the educational program
provided to a residential facility shall be reported and
included in the cost of a program The departnent shall subnmit
an annual cost report to the President of the Senate, the

22
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Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Mnority Leader
of each house of the Legislature, the appropriate substantive
and appropriations committees of each house of the
Legi sl ature, and the Governor, no |later than Decenber 1
February—* of each year. Cost-benefit analysis for educationa
prograns will be devel oped and inplenented in collaboration
wi th and cooperation by the Departnent of Education, |ocal

providers, and | ocal school districts. Cost data for the

report shall include data collected by the Departnment of

Education for the purposes of preparing the annual report
required by s. 230.23161(17) and—wit—use—<current—data—sources

whenrever—possibte.

Section 9. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.

R I S R R Rk Ik b S R IRk S bk O R Rk I

HOUSE SUMVARY

Requi res the Juvenile Justice AdVISOF¥ Board to conduct a
study relating to education prograns_for juvenile )

of fenders and provides an appropriation therefor. Revises
provisions relating to alternative education prograns for
students in residential care facilities. ProvideS for
certain coordination wth school district dropout
prevention prograns. Revises PFOVISIOHS relatlng to
educati onal services in Departnent of Juveni|e Justice
prograns. Provides school board and school distrijct
duties and requirenents relating to teachers assigned to
juvenile {ustlce education prograns. Requires rul es
relating to educational servicées and provides funding
requi refrents. Requires the devel opment of a Juvenile
f'ender Functional Literacy Program Provides intent,
l1gibility, and programrequirenents. Revises provisions
elat{ng to a Departient of Juvenile Justice cost data
eport.

23
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