© 00 N o O b~ DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 4359

Ey the Committee on Business Regul ation & Consuner Affairs
and Representative (gl es

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to industrial hygienists and
safety professionals; creating s. 501.937,
F.S.; providing requirenents for use of
professional titles by industrial hygienists
and safety professionals; providing
definitions; providing that violation of such
requirenents is a deceptive and unfair trade
practice; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 501.937, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
501.937 Industrial hygienists and safety

professionals; use of professional titles; failure to

conply. --
(1) Any person representing hinself or herself as a

"safety professional" or "industrial hygienist" nust

"certified safety professional,'

accurately disclose his or her credential s.

(2) A person may not represent hinself or herself as a

"associ ate safety

professional ," "certified occupational health and safety

technol ogist,"” "industrial hygienist in training," or

"certified industrial hygienist" unless he or she holds a

current valid certificate in the field of safety or industrial

hygi ene fromeither the Anerican Board of I|ndustrial Hygiene

or the Board of Certified Safety Professionals, or unless the

Depart nent of Busi ness and Professional Regul ati on has, upon

request, exam ned another certification program and has

formally concluded that the certification standards of that
1
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certification programare substantially equivalent to the

standards for certificates i ssued by those organi zations; nor

may t he person nislead or decei ve anyone by the unaut hori zed

use of any certification mark that has been awarded by the
United States Patent and Trademark O fi ce.
(3)(a) A "safety professional" is a person having a

baccal aureate degree in safety, engineering, chemstry,

physics, or a closely related physical or biological science

who has acquired conpetency in the field of safety. The

studi es and training necessary to acquire such conpetency

shoul d have been sufficient in all of the above cognate

sciences to provide the abilities to anticipate, identify, and

eval uat e hazardous conditions and practices; to devel op hazard

control designs, nethods, procedures, and prograns; to

i npl erent, adninister, and advi se others on hazard controls

and hazard control prograns; and to neasure, audit, and

evaluate the effecti veness of hazard controls and hazard

control prograns.

(b) An "industrial hygienist" is a person having a

baccal aureate degree in engineering, chenistry, physics, or a

closely rel ated physical or biological science who has

acqui red conpetency in the field of industrial hygi ene. The

studi es and training necessary to acquire such conpetency

shoul d have been sufficient in all of the above cognate

sciences to provide the abilities to anticipate and recogni ze

the environnental factors and stresses associated with work

and work operations and to understand their effects on people

and their well-being; to evaluate, on the basis of training

and experience and with the aid of quantitative neasurenent

t echni ques, the nmagnitude of these factors and stresses in

terns of ability to inpair human health and well-being; and to
2
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1| prescribe nethods to elinmnate, control, or reduce such

2| factors and stresses when necessary to alleviate their

3| effects.

4 (4) Failure to conply with this section constitutes a

5| deceptive and unfair trade practi ce.

6 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1 of the

7 | year in which enacted.
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