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1
2 An act relating to pari-nutuel wagering;
3 anendi ng s. 550.01215, F.S.; revising | anguage
4 Wi th respect to periods of operation for
5 certain permtholders; anending s. 550.0951
6 F.S.; providing that no admission tax shall be
7 i nposed on any free passes or conplinentary
8 cards for admi ssion to pari-nutuel events;
9 reviving, reenacting, and anendi ng s.
10 550. 09515, F.S., relating to thoroughbred horse
11 taxes; revising the tax on handl e and
12 addi tional purse paynent requirenents for
13 certain guest thoroughbred permthol ders;
14 anmendi ng s. 550. 09515, F.S.; anending
15 t hor oughbred horse taxes; repealing increased
16 tax requirenents for certain thoroughbred
17 perm thol ders operating in nultiple tax
18 periods; deleting obsol ete | anguage; anendi ng
19 s. 550.2625, F.S.; revising eligibility
20 requirements with respect to stallion awards;
21 reenacting and anendi ng s. 550.2625(2), F.S.
22 revi sing horseraci ng purse payment requirenents
23 and purse accounts used for Florida Omers'
24 Awar ds; amendi ng s. 550.5251, F.S.; revising
25 the hours of operation for thoroughbred racing
26 perm thol ders; anending s. 550.615, F.S.
27 providing for the retention of tax revenues by
28 a thoroughbred pernithol der conducting
29 specified intertrack wagering; providing for
30 certain purse paynents; repealing subsection
31 (11) of s. 550.615, F.S.; requiring certain
1
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intertrack wagering broadcasts; anending s.

550. 6305, F.S.; revising |language with respect
to intertrack wagering and guest track
payments; creating s. 550.6308, F.S.; providing
for alimted intertrack wagering |icense;
creating s. 550.72, F.S.; directing a study of
the feasibility of state or nunicipal ownership
of Hi al eah Race Course; providing an
appropriation; repealing s. 550.2425, F.S.
relating to a racing | aboratory at horse
racetrack facilities; repealing s. 550.655,
F.S., relating to backside nedical and health
benefits; providing effective dates.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (1) and (5) of section
550. 01215, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

550. 01215 License application; periods of operation
bond, conversion of pernit.--

(1) Each pernithol der shall annually, during the
peri od between Decenber 15 and January 4, file in witing with
the division its application for a license to conduct
perfornmances during the next state fiscal year. Each
application shall specify the nunber, dates, and starting
times of all performances which the pernitholder intends to
conduct. It shall also specify which performances will be
conducted as charity or schol arship performances. |In addition
each application for a license shall include, for each
perm t hol der which elects to operate a cardroom the dates and
periods of operation the permtholder intends to operate the

2
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cardroom or, for each thoroughbred permthol der which elects
to receive or rebroadcast out-of-state races after 7 p.m

between—the—hours—of—7p—m—and—16—p—m-, the dates for all

perfornmances which the permtholder intends to conduct.

Perm thol ders shall be entitled to anmend their applications
t hrough February 28.

(5) Except as provided in s. 550.5251 for thoroughbred
raci ng,the division shall issue each |icense no |later than

March 15. Each permthol der shall operate all perfornmances at
the date and tine specified on its license. The division
shal |l have the authority to approve m nor changes in racing
dates after a |license has been issued. The division my
approve changes in racing dates after a license has been
i ssued when there is no objection fromany operating
perm thol der located within 50 niles of the permithol der
requesting the changes in operating dates. 1In the event of an
obj ection, the division shall approve or disapprove the change
in operating dates based upon the inpact on operating
perm thol ders located within 50 nmiles of the pernitholder
requesting the change in operating dates. In naking the
determ nation to change racing dates, the division shall take
into consideration the inmpact of such changes on state
revenues.

Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 550.0951, F.S.
is amended to read:

550. 0951 Paynent of daily license fee and taxes. --

(2) ADM SSI ON TAX. - -

(a) An admission tax equal to 15 percent of the

admi ssion charge for entrance to the permtholder's facility
and grandstand area, or 10 cents, whichever is greater, is
i nposed on each person attending a horserace, dograce, or j ai

3
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al ai gane. The pernmithol der shall be responsible for
col l ecting the admi ssion tax.
(b) No adnission tax under this chapter or chapter 212

shal |l be inposed on any free passes or conplinentary cards

i ssued to persons for which there is no cost to the person for

admi ssion to pari-nutuel events.Ar—atr-sston—tax—+s—i+nposed
F ¥ o I I
bl . I I . I I
I I I s I F I
bl der s facii I I I .

c) A permitholder nay issue tax-free passes to its

officers, officials, and enpl oyees or other persons actually
engaged in working at the racetrack, including accredited
press representatives such as reporters and editors, and nmay
al so issue tax-free passes to other pernitholders for the use
of their officers and officials. The pernitholder shall file
with the division a list of all persons to whomtax-free
passes are issued under this paragraph

Section 3. Notwithstandi ng subsection (5) of section
550. 09515, Florida Statutes, as created by section 1 of
chapter 93-123, Laws of Florida, and notw thstandi ng section
26 of chapter 96-364, Laws of Florida, section 550.09515,
Florida Statutes, shall not stand repealed on July 1, 1998,
but is revived, reenacted, and anmended and subsection (6) is
added to said section to read:

550. 09515 Thor oughbred horse taxes; abandoned i nterest
in a pernmit for nonpaynent of taxes.--

(1) Pari-nutuel wagering at thoroughbred horse
racetracks in this state is an inportant business enterprise,
and taxes derived therefromconstitute a part of the tax
structure which funds operation of the state. Thoroughbred

4
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horse permithol ders should pay their fair share of these taxes
to the state. This business interest should not be taxed to
such an extent as to cause any racetrack which is operated
under sound business principles to be forced out of business.
Due to the need to protect the public health, safety, and

wel fare, the ganing laws of the state provide for the

t hor oughbred horse industry to be highly regul ated and taxed.
The state recogni zes that there exist identifiable differences
bet ween t hor oughbred horse pernmithol ders based upon their
ability to operate under such regulation and tax system and at
di fferent periods during the year.

(2)(a) Notwi thstanding the provisions of s.

550. 0951(3)(a), the tax on handle for live thoroughbred horse
perfornmances shall be subject to the follow ng:

1. The tax on handl e per performance for live
t hor oughbred performances is 2.0 225 percent of handle for
perfornmances conducted during the period begi nning on January
3 and ending March 16;.20—78 percent of handle for
perfornmances conducted during the period begi nning March 17
and ending May 22; and 1.25 15 percent of handle for
per fornmances conducted during the period begi nning May 23 and
endi ng January 2.

2. |If any thoroughbred pernithol der conducts
perfornmances during nore than one tine period or if
perfornmances are conducted during nore than one period at any
facility, the tax on handl e per performance is double the sum
of the tax percentages for the periods in which perfornmances
are bei ng conduct ed, except:

a. Pursuant to s. 550.01215, two pernithol ders, by
mutual witten agreenent, may agree to the operation by one of
themin the other permitholder's tax period for up to 3 days,

5
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if the 3 days are either the first 3 days or the |last 3 days
of the racing period in which the pernmitholders intend to
oper at e.

b. I1f, on March 31 of any year, there is no
perm thol der holding a |icense for operating any one of the
three race periods set forth in this section or if the
perm thol der who is licensed to operate in any period fails to
operate for 10 consecutive days, a permtholder already
licensed to operate in another period may apply for and be
issued a license to operate the period in question, in
addition to the period already |icensed.

c. Two permtholders who operated in different periods
in the preceding fiscal year nay, by nutual witten agreenent,
switch periods for the current racing season, even if it
results in either pernmitholder or the facility of a
perm thol der being operated in two different periods.

However, any thoroughbred permthol der whose total handle on
live performances during the 1991-1992 state fiscal year was
not greater than $34 nmillion is authorized to conduct Ilive
perfornmances at any tine of the year and shall pay 0.5 percent
on |live handl e per perfornmance.

3. For the period beginning on April 1 and endi ng My
23 during the state fiscal year 1992-1993, any pernithol der
whi ch has operated | ess than 51 racing days in the | ast 18
nmont hs may operate said period and pay 1.25 percent tax on
live handl e per performance. |n the event this provision
takes effect after April 1, 1993, it shall be construed to
apply retroactively fromApril 1, 1993, through May 23, 1993.

4. In the event any licenses have been issued to any
t hor oughbred pernithol ders for racing dates prior to April 26,

6
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1| 1993, then, notwi thstanding the provisions of s. 550.525(2),

2 | amendnents nmay be filed to the racing dates up to May 1, 1993.
3 (b) For purposes of this section, the term "handl e"

4 | shall have the sanme neaning as in s. 550.0951, and shall not

5] include handle fromintertrack wageri ng.

6 (3)(a) The pernit of a thoroughbred horse pernithol der
7 | who does not pay tax on handle for live thoroughbred horse

8 | performances for a full schedule of live races during any 2

9 | consecutive state fiscal years shall be void and shall escheat
10| to and becone the property of the state unless such failure to
11 | operate and pay tax on handle was the direct result of fire,
12 | strike, war, or other disaster or event beyond the ability of
13| the pernmitholder to control. Financial hardship to the

14 | permithol der shall not, in and of itself, constitute just

15| cause for failure to operate and pay tax on handl e.

16 (b) In order to maxim ze the tax revenues to the

17 | state, the division shall reissue an escheated thoroughbred
18 | horse pernit to a qualified applicant pursuant to the

19 | provisions of this chapter as for the issuance of an initial
20| permit. However, the provisions of this chapter relating to
21 | referendumrequirenents for a pari-nutuel pernit shall not
22 | apply to the reissuance of an escheated thoroughbred horse
23| permit. As specified in the application and upon approval by
24 | the division of an application for the pernit, the new
25 | permithol der shall be authorized to operate a thoroughbred
26 | horse facility anywhere in the sane county in which the
27 | escheated pernmit was authorized to be operated,
28 | notwi t hstandi ng the provisions of s. 550.054(2) relating to
29 | nileage linmtations.
30 (4) In the event that a court of conpetent
31| jurisdiction deternmines any of the provisions of this section

7
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to be unconstitutional, it is the intent of the Legislature
that the provisions contained in this section shall be nul
and void and that the provisions of s. 550.0951 shall apply to
al | thoroughbred horse permthol ders begi nning on the date of
such judicial determination. To this end, the Legislature
declares that it would not have enacted any of the provisions
of this section individually and, to that end, expressly finds
them not to be severable.

(5) Notwithstandi ng the provisions of s.

550. 0951(3)(c), the tax on handle for intertrack wagering on

rebroadcasts of simulcast horseraces is 2.4 percent of the

handl e; provi ded however, that if the guest track is a

t hroughbred track | ocated nore than 35 niles fromthe host

track, the host track shall pay a tax of .5 percent of the

handl e, and additionally the host track shall pay to the guest

track 1.9 percent of the handle to be used by the guest track

solely for purses. The tax shall be deposited into the

CGeneral Revenue Fund.

(6) Notwithstandi ng the provisions of s.
550. 0951(3)(c), the tax on handle is 0.2 percent for
intertrack wagering and for intertrack wagering on

rebroadcasts of sinmulcast horseraces for a thoroughbred

perm thol der that conducts perfornances during the period

begi nning March 17 and ending May 22. This subsection applies

only to thoroughbred permitholders located in any area of the

state where there are three or nore thoroughbred pernithol ders

within 25 mles of each other. The tax shall be deposited
into the General Revenue Fund. Effective July 1, 2001, this
subsection is repeal ed.

8
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Section 4. FEffective July 1, 2001, paragraph (a) of
subsection (2) of section 550.09515, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

550. 09515 Thor oughbred horse taxes; abandoned i nterest
in a pernit for nonpaynent of taxes.--

(2)(a) Notwi thstanding the provisions of s.

550. 0951(3)(a), the tax on handle for live thoroughbred horse
perfornmances shall be subject to the follow ng:

1. The tax on handl e per performance for live
t hor oughbred performances is 2.25 26 percent of handle for
perfornmances conducted during the period begi nning on January
3 and ending March 16;.70-—28 percent of handle for
per fornmances conducted during the period begi nning March 17
and ending May 22; and 1.5 125 percent of handle for
perfornmances conducted during the period begi nning May 23 and

endi ng January 2.
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2. However, any thoroughbred permithol der whose total
handl e on |ive performances during the 1991-1992 state fisca
year was not greater than $34 nillion is authorized to conduct
live performances at any tine of the year and shall pay 0.5
percent on live handl e per perfornance.

Section 5. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3) of section
550. 2625, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
550. 2625 Horseraci ng; m ni mum purse requirenent,

Fl ori da breeders' and owners' awards. --

10
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1 (3) Each horseracing permnithol der conducting any

2 | thoroughbred race under this chapter, including any intertrack
3 | race taken pursuant to ss. 550.615-550.6305 or any interstate
4 | sinul cast taken pursuant to s. 550.3551(3) shall pay a sum

5] equal to 0.75 percent on all pari-nutuel pools conducted

6 | during any such race for the paynent of breeders' and stallion
7 | awards as authorized in this section. This subsection also

8| applies to all Breeder's Cup races conducted outside this

9| state taken pursuant to s. 550.3551(3). On any race

10| originating live in this state which is broadcast out-of-state
11| to any location at which wagers are accepted pursuant to s.

12 | 550. 3551(2), the host track is required to pay 3.3 percent of
13 | the gross revenue derived from such out-of-state broadcasts as
14 | breeders' and stallion awards. The Florida Thoroughbred

15 | Breeders' Association is authorized to receive these paynents
16 | fromthe permthol ders and nake paynents of awards earned.

17 | The Florida Thoroughbred Breeders' Association has the right
18| to withhold up to 10 percent of the permthol der's paynents

19 | under this section as a fee for adninistering the paynents of
20 | awards and for general pronotion of the industry. The
21| permitholder shall renit these paynents to the Florida
22 | Thoroughbred Breeders' Association by the 5th day of each
23 | cal endar nmonth for such suns accruing during the preceding
24 | cal endar nmonth and shall report such paynents to the division
25| as prescribed by the division. Wth the exception of the
26 | 10-percent fee, the noneys paid by the permithol ders shall be
27 | maintained in a separate, interest-bearing account, and such
28 | paynents together with any interest earned shall be used
29 | exclusively for the paynent of breeders' awards and stallion
30| awards in accordance with the foll owi ng provisions:
31

11
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(d) In order for an owner of the sire of a
t hor oughbred horse winning a stakes race to be eligible to
receive a stallion award, the stallion nust have been
registered with the Florida Thoroughbred Breeders
Associ ation, and the breeding of the registered Florida-bred
horse must have occurred in this state. The stallion nust be
standi ng permanently in this state during the period of tine

bet ween February 1 and June 15 of each year or, if the

stallion is dead, nust have stood pernanently in this state
for a period of not less than 1 year inmediately prior to its
death. The renpoval of a stallion fromthis state during the
period of tine between February 1 and June 15 of any year for

any reason, other than exclusively for prescribed nedica
treatnent, as approved by the Florida Thoroughbred Breeders

Associ ation renders the owner or owners of the stallion
ineligible to receive a stallion award under any circunstances
for offspring sired prior to renoval; however, if a renoved
stallion is returned to this state, all offspring sired
subsequent to the return nmake the owner or owners of the
stallion eligible for the stallion award but only for those
of fspring sired subsequent to such return to this state. The
Fl ori da Thor oughbred Breeders' Association shall naintain
conpl ete records showing the date the stallion arrived in this
state for the first tinme, whether or not the stallion renai ned
in the state permanently, the location of the stallion, and
whether the stallion is still standing in this state and
conpl ete records show ng awards earned, received, and
di stributed. The association may charge the owner, owners, or
breeder a reasonable fee for this service.

Section 6. Notwithstanding section 26 of chapter
96- 364, Laws of Florida, subsection (2) of section 550.2625,

12

CODING:Words st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPRER O

ENROLLED
1998 Legislature CS for SB 440, 2nd Engrossed

Florida Statutes, shall not stand repealed on July 1, 1998,
but is revived, reenacted, and anended to read:

550. 2625 Horseraci ng; m ni mum purse requirenent,

Fl ori da breeders' and owners' awards. --

(2) Each pernithol der conducting a horserace neet is
required to pay fromthe takeout withheld on pari-nutuel pools
a sum for purses in accordance with the type of race
per f or ned.

(a) A pernitholder conducting a thoroughbred horse
race nmeet under this chapter nust pay fromthe takeout
wi thheld a sumnot |ess than 7.5 percent of all contributions
to pari-nmutuel pools conducted during the race neet as purses.
In addition to the 7.5 percent m ni mum purse paynent,
perm t hol ders conducting |ive thoroughbred perfornmances shal
be required to pay as additional purses. 625375 percent of
live handl e for performances conducted during the period
begi nni ng on January 3 and ending March 16; .225 percent for
per fornmances conducted during the period begi nning March 17
and ending May 22; and. 856 percent for performances
conducted during the period begi nning May 23 and endi ng
January 2. Except that any thoroughbred permthol der whose
total handle on live performances during the 1991-1992 state
fiscal year was not greater than $34 mllion is not subject to
this additional purse payment. A permithol der authorized to
conduct thoroughbred racing may withhold fromthe handle an
addi ti onal anmpbunt equal to 1 percent on exotic wagering for
use as owners' awards, and may withhold fromthe handl e an
anount equal to 2 percent on exotic wagering for use as
overni ght purses. No permitholder may withhold in excess of
20 percent fromthe handl e without w thhol ding the anounts set
forth in this subsection.

13
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(b)1. A pernithol der conducting a harness horse race
neet under this chapter nust pay to the purse pool fromthe
takeout withheld a purse requirenent that totals an anpunt not
| ess than 8 percent of all contributions to pari-nmutuel pools
conducted during the race neet. An anpunt not less than 7.5
percent of the total handle shall be paid fromthis purse poo
as purses.

2.  An anount not to exceed 0.5 percent of the total
handl e on all harness horse races that are subject to the
purse requi renent of subparagraph 1., nust be available for
use to provide nedical, dental, surgical, life, funeral, or
disability insurance benefits for occupational |icensees who
work at tracks in this state at which harness horse races are
conducted. Such insurance benefits nust be paid fromthe
purse pool specified in subparagraph 1. An annual plan for
payment of insurance benefits fromthe purse pool, including
qgqualifications for eligibility, nust be subnitted by the
Fl ori da Standardbred Breeders and Oamners Association for
approval to the division. An annual report of the inplenented
pl an shall be subnmitted to the division. Al records of the
Fl ori da Standardbred Breeders and Oaners Associ ation
concerning the administration of the plan nust be avail able
for audit at the discretion of the division to determ ne that
the plan has been inpl enented and adm ni stered as authori zed.
If the division finds that the Florida Standardbred Breeders
and Owners Association has not conplied with the provisions of
this section, the division may order the association to cease
and desist fromadninistering the plan and shall appoint the
di vision as tenporary adninistrator of the plan until the
di vi sion reestablishes administration of the plan with the
associ ati on.

14
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(c) A pernitholder conducting a quarter horse race
neet under this chapter shall pay fromthe takeout withheld a
sum not | ess than 6 percent of all contributions to
pari-nrmutuel pools conducted during the race neet as purses.

(d) The division shall adopt reasonable rules to
ensure the tinely and accurate paynent of all anounts wi thheld
by horserace permthol ders regarding the distribution of
purses, owners' awards, and ot her anopunts collected for
payment to owners and breeders. Each permtholder that fails
to pay out all noneys collected for paynent to owners and
breeders shall, within 10 days after the end of the neet
during which the pernithol der underpaid purses, deposit an
anount equal to the underpaynent into a separate
i nterest-bearing account to be distributed to owners and
breeders in accordance with division rules.

(e) An anmount equal to 8.5 percent of the purse
account generated through intertrack wagering and interstate
simul casting will be used for Florida Owmers' Awards as set
forth in subsection (3). Any thoroughbred permtholder with
an average bl ended takeout which does not exceed 20 percent
and with an average daily purse distribution excluding
sponsorship, entry fees, and nom nations exceedi ng $225,000 is
exenpt fromthe provisions of this paragraph stubseetiof.

Section 7. Subsection (4) of section 550.5251, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

550. 5251 Florida thoroughbred racing; certain pernits;
operating days. --

(4) A thoroughbred racing permithol der may not begin
any race later than 7 p.m However, any thoroughbred
permtholder in a county in which the authority for cardroons
has been approved by the board of county conmi ssioners may

15
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el ect not to operate a cardroom when conducting live races
during its current race neet and instead to receive and
rebroadcast out-of-state races after the hour between—the
hetrs of 7 p.m anre—310—p—mon any day during which the
perm t hol der conducts live races. However, such pernithol der

may not engage in both operating a cardroom and receiving or
rebroadcasting out-of-state races after 7 p.m Permthol ders
shall be required to el ect between either operating a cardroom
or engaging in sinulcasting after 7 p.m at the tine of
submitting its application for its annual |icense pursuant to
this section s—556-01215.

Section 8. Subsection (11) of section 550.615, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

550. 615 Intertrack wagering.--

(11) Notwi thstanding any other provision of this
section, any thoroughbred pernithol der that conducts
perfornmances during the period begi nning May 23 and endi ng
January 2 nust nmke avail able any |ive pari-nutuel event
conducted and any sinul cast pari-nutuel event received by such
perm thol der to any thoroughbred pernithol der that conducts
perfornmances during the period beginning March 17 and endi ng
May 22, and such guest pernitholder is authorized to accept
wagers on such signals. Notw thstanding s. 550.0951(3)(c),
the tax on wagers accepted by the guest pernitholder on such
events shall be 2 percent, but such anpbunt shall be retained

by the host track as conpensation for |ost revenues and

purses. At |east 50 percent of the anpbunt retained shall be

paid as purses at the host track. This subsection applies only

to thoroughbred permitholders |ocated in any area of the state
where there are three or nore thoroughbred pernithol ders
within 25 niles of each other.
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Section 9. FEffective July 1, 2001, subsection (11) of
s. 550.615, Florida Statutes, is repeal ed.
Section 10. Paragraphs (a) and (g) of subsection (9)

of section 550.6305, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

550. 6305 Intertrack wagering; guest track paynents;
accounting rules.--

(9) A host track that has contracted with an
out-of -state horse track to broadcast |ive races conducted at
such out-of-state horse track pursuant to s. 550.3551(5) may
broadcast such out-of-state races to any guest track and
accept wagers thereon in the sane manner as is provided in s.
550. 3551.

(a) For purposes of this section,

net proceeds" neans
t he anobunt of takeout remmining after the paynent of state
t axes, purses required pursuant to s. 550.0951(3)(c)1.,the

cost to the permtholder required to be paid to the

out-of -state horse track, and breeders' awards paid to the
Fl ori da Thor oughbred Breeders' Association and the Florida
St andar dbred Breeders and Owners Association, to be used as
set forth in s. 550.625(2)(a) and (b), and the deduction of
any anount retained pursuant to s. 550.615(11).

(g)1. Any thoroughbred pernitholder which accepts
wagers on a simulcast signal nust nake the signal available to
any permtholder that is eligible to conduct intertrack
wageri ng under the provisions of ss. 550.615-550. 6345.

2.  Any thoroughbred pernithol der which accepts wagers
on a sinulcast signal received after 6 p.m nust nmake such
signal available to any pernmitholder that is eligible to
conduct intertrack wagering under the provisions of ss.

550. 615-550. 6345, including any permthol der |ocated as
specified in s. 550.615(6). Such guest permtholders are
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aut hori zed to accept wagers on such sinmul cast signal
not wi t hst andi ng any other provision of this chapter to the
contrary.

3. Any thoroughbred pernithol der which accepts wagers
on a sinulcast signal received after 6 p.m nust nmake such
signal available to any pernmitholder that is eligible to
conduct intertrack wagering under the provisions of ss.

550. 615-550. 6345, including any permthol der |ocated as
specified in s. 550.615(9). Such guest permthol ders are

aut hori zed to accept wagers on such sinmulcast signals for a
nunber of performances not to exceed that which constitutes a
full schedule of live races for a quarter horse pernithol der
pursuant to s. 550.002(11), notwi thstandi ng any ot her
provision of this chapter to the contrary, except that the
restrictions provided in s. 550.615(9)(a) apply to wagers on
such si mul cast signals.

No t horoughbred pernitholder shall be required to continue to
rebroadcast a sinmulcast signal to any in-state pernmitholder if
t he average per performance gross receipts returned to the
host pernithol der over the preceding 30-day period were |ess
than $100. Subject to the provisions of s. 550.615(4),as a
condition of receiving rebroadcasts of thoroughbred sinul cast

si gnal s under this paragraph, a guest pernitholder nust accept
intertrack wagers on all live races conducted by al

t hen- operati ng thoroughbred permthol ders a—thoroughbred
o rold I L I I I I

Section 11. Section 550.6308, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
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550.6308 Linmted intertrack wagering license.--In

recognition of the econom c inportance of the thoroughbred

breeding industry to this state, its positive inpact on

tourism and of the inportance of a pernmanent thoroughbred

sales facility as a key focal point for the activities of the

industry, alimted license to conduct intertrack wagering is

established to ensure the continued viability and public

interest in thoroughbred breeding in Florida.

(1) Upon application to the division on or bhefore

January 31 of each year, any person that is licensed to

conduct public sales of thoroughbred horses pursuant to s.
535.01, that has conducted at |east 15 days of thoroughbred
horse sales at a permanent sales facility in this state for at

| east 3 consecutive years, and that has conducted at least 1

day of nonwagering thoroughbred racing in this state, with a

purse structure of at |east $250,000 per year for 2

consecutive years before such application, shall be issued a

license to conduct intertrack wagering for thoroughbred racing

for up to 21 days in connection with thoroughbred sales, to

conduct intertrack wagering at such pernanent sales facility

bet ween Novenber 1 and May 8, to conduct intertrack wagering

at such permanent sales facility between May 9 and Cctober 31

at such tines and on such days as any thoroughbred, jai alai

or a greyhound pernitholder in the sane county is not

conducting live perfornmances, and to conduct intertrack

wageri ng under the provisions of this subsection during the

weekend of the Kentucky Derby, the Preakness, the Bel nont, and
a Breeders' Cup Meet that is conducted before Novenber 1 and
after May 8, subject to conditions set forth in this section

but no nore than one such license may be i ssued and no such
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license nay be issued for a facility located within 50 mles

of any thoroughbred pernitholder's track

(2) |If nore than one application is subnitted for such

license, the division shall deternine which applicant shall be

granted the license. In naking its determ nation, the division

shall grant the |license to the applicant denobnstrating

superior capabilities, as neasured by the length of tine the

appl i cant has been conducting thoroughbred sales within this

state or el sewhere, the applicant's total vol unme of

t hor oughbred horse sales, within this state or el sewhere, the

length of tine the applicant has nai ntai ned a permnent

t hor oughbred sales facility in this state, and the quality of

the facility.

(3) The applicant nust conply with the provisions of
ss. 550. 125 and 550. 1815.
(4) Intertrack wagering under this section nmay be

conducted only on thoroughbred horse racing.

Section 12. Section 550.72, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

550. 72 Departnent of State; City of Hi aleah; Study of
Hi al eah Park; appropriation; duties and responsibilities;

taxation. - -
(1) The Departnent of State, in conjunction with the

office of the mayor of the City of H aleah, is hereby directed

to undertake a conprehensive study of the feasibility of state

or muni ci pal ownership of Hi aleah Park and its operation of a

limted race neet pursuant to this section. Al references to

the "Departnent” for purposes of this section shall nean the

Secretary of State.

(2)(a) There is hereby appropriated the sum of

$185, 000 fromthe Pari-Mtuel Wagering Trust Fund to the
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departnent. Such funds shall be expended solely and

exclusively for a review, analysis, and report to the Senate,

t he House of Representatives, and the Governor in regard to

the feasibility of state or nunicipal ownership of the

property known as Hial eah Park |ocated in H al eah, Florida and

the pari-nutuel permt held by H aleah, Inc. The report shal

contain the follow ng i nformation

1. Afinancial analysis as to the cost of operating

the facility as a racetrack, including year-round mai nt enance

expenses.
2. An analysis of other conpatible uses for the

property, including, but not linited to, anusenent, retai

shoppi ng devel opnent, recreational use, or a nuseum that

woul d operate in conjunction with a racetrack, operating a

limted racing neet and si rmul cast program

3. A recomendation of future revenues that the

property coul d generate.

4. A recommendation as to its future operation and

fi nanci ng.
5. Such other necessary information in regard to the

overall health of the thoroughbred industry as will be

required to conplete the analysis, review, and report to the

Senate, the House of Representatives, and the Governor

(b) The departnent shall al so obtain an appraisal of

the land and facilities known as Hi al eah Park and the

pari-nmutuel pernit held by Haleah, Inc. utilizing the

information filed in accordance with the provisions of s.

550. 125, provided the apprai ser shall have no ex parte

communi cations with any party holding a pari-nutuel permt

until the conclusion of the appraisal, at which tine the

apprai sal shall becone a public record, and available for
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i nspection by all parties. This appraisal shall be conpleted
by Novenber 15, 1998.
(c) None of the funds appropriated pursuant to

par agraph (a) shall be expended by the departnent for any

sal ari es of enpl oyees of the departnent; however, nothing

contained herein shall be interpreted to prevent the

departnment fromcontracting with individuals to oversee, on

behal f of the departnent and the office of the mayor of the

City of Haleah, the neans to properly carry out the duties

and responsibilities set out in this section

(d) The analysis, review, and report shall receive at

| east one public hearing. A final recomendati on shall be
filed with the Speaker of the House, the President of the
Senate, the Governor and the Mayor of the City of Hial eah

Such recommendati on shall contain a definitive recommendati on

by January 31, 1999 as to the foll ow ng:

1. Wiat part of the property is deternined to be

necessary and essential for conducting a live racing neet in

conjunction with the sinul cast program

2. The projected capital cost of purchase of the

property determ ned in subparagraph 1. and the pari-nutue

permt.
3. A recommendation as to a nethod of paying the

proj ected capital cost.

(3) In the conduct of the duties and responsibilities

set out herein, the departnent and all enpl oyees, agents, and

others shall be subject to the provisions of chapter 119,

provided that the confidentiality of the appraisal and

communi cations with such apprai ser shall be governed by

par agraph (b) of subsection (2) and provided the appraiser

shal |l have no ex parte communi cations with any party holding a
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pari-rmutuel pernit until the conclusion of the appraisal at

which tinme the appraisal shall becone a public record
Section 13. Sections 550.2425 and 550. 655, Florida
Statutes, are repeal ed

Section 14. Except as otherw se expressly provided in
this act, this act shall take effect upon becomng a | aw
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