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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 4429

Ey the Committee on Business Regul ation & Consuner Affairs
and Representatives Qgles, Lynn and Dawson-Wite

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to fire alarm system
contracting; anending s. 489.505, F.S.
defining the term"fire alarm system agent";
creating s. 489.5185, F. S.; providing
requirenents for fire alarm system agents,
i ncluding specified training and fingerprint
and crim nal background checks; providing for
fees for approval of training providers and
courses; providing applicability to applicants,
current enpl oyees, and various |icensees;
requiring an identification card and providing
requi rements therefor; providing continuing
educati on requirenents; providing disciplinary
penalties; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (28) is added to section
489. 505, Florida Statutes, to read:

489.505 Definitions.--As used in this part:

(28) "Fire alarm system agent" neans a person

(a) Who is enployed by a licensed fire alarm

contractor or certified unlimted electrical contractor

(b) Who is performng duties which are an el enent of

an activity that constitutes fire alarmsystemcontracting

requiring certification under this part; and

(c) \Whose specific duties include any of the

following: altering, installing, maintaining, noving,

repairing, replacing, servicing, selling onsite, or nonitoring

a fire alarmsystem for conpensation
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1 Section 2. Section 489.5185, Florida Statutes, is

2| created to read

3 489.5185 Fire al arm system agents. - -

4 (1) Acertified unlinmted electrical contractor or

5] licensed fire alarmcontractor may not enploy a person to

6| performthe duties of a fire alarmsystem agent unl ess the

7 | person:

8 (a) |Is at least 18 years of age or has evidence of a

9| court-approved decl arati on of emanci pati on

10 (b) Has successfully conpleted a mnimumof 18 hours
11 ) of initial training, to include basic fire al arm system

12 | technology in addition to related training in National Fire
13 | Protection Association (NFPA) codes and standards and access
14 | control training. Such training nust be from a board-approved
15| provider, and the enpl oyee or applicant for enploynent mnust
16 | provide proof of successful conpletion to the |licensed

17 | enpl oyer. The board, by rule, shall establish criteria for the
18 | approval of training courses and providers. The board shal

19 | approve qualified providers that conduct training in other

20| than the English | anguage. The board shall establish a fee for
21| the approval of training providers, not to exceed $200, and a
22 | fee for the approval of courses at $25 per credit hour, not to
23 | exceed $100 per course.

24 (c) Has not been convicted within the |last 3 years of
25| a crine that directly relates to the business for which

26 | enpl oynent is being sought. Although the enpl oyee is barred
27 | fromoperating as a fire alarm system agent for 3 years

28 | subsequent to his or her conviction, the enployer shall be

29 | supplied the infornmation regardi ng any convictions occurring
30| prior to that tine, and the enployer nay at his or her

31| discretion consider an earlier conviction to be a bar to
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enpl oynent as a fire alarmsystemagent. To ensure that this

requi renment has been net, a certified unlinited electrica

contractor or licensed fire alarmcontractor nust obtain from

the Florida Departnent of Law Enforcenent a conpl eted

fingerprint and crim nal background check for each applicant

for enploynent as a fire alarmsystem agent or for each

i ndi vidual currently enployed on the effective date of this

act as a fire alarm system agent.

(d) Has not been committed for controlled substance

abuse or been found guilty of a crine under chapter 893 or any

simlar lawrelating to controll ed substances in any other

state within the 3-year period i medi ately preceding the date

of application for enploynent, or inmrediately preceding the

effective date of this act for an individual enployed as a

fire alarm system agent on that date, unless the person

establi shes that he or she is not currently abusi ng any

control |l ed substance and has successfully conpleted a

rehabilitation course.

(2)(a) Any applicant for enploynent as a fire alarm

system agent, or any individual enployed as a fire alarm

system agent on the effective date of this act, who has

conpl eted al arm system agent or burglar al arm system agent

training prior to the effective date of this act in a

board-certified programis not required to take additiona

training in order to conply with the initial training

requirenents of this section

(b) A state-certified electrical contractor, a

state-certified fire alarmsystemcontractor, a

state-registered fire alarmsystemcontractor, a journeynan

el ectrician licensed by any local jurisdiction, or an alarm

technician |licensed by a local jurisdiction that requires an
3
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1| exanination and experience or training as licensure

2|l qualifications is not required to conplete the training
3|lrequired for fire alarmsystem agents. A state-registered

4] electrical contractor is not required to conplete the training
5|required for fire alarmsystem agents, so long as he or she is
6| only doing electrical work up to the al arm panel

7 (c) A nonsupervising enpl oyee working as a hel per or

8 | apprentice under the direct, onsite, continuous supervision of
9] a state-certified electrical contractor, a state-registered

10| electrical contractor, a state-certified fire alarm system

11 ) contractor, a state-registered fire alarm systemcontractor, a
12 | journeyman el ectrician licensed by any local jurisdiction, an
13| alarmtechnician licensed by a local jurisdiction that

14 | requires an exanmi nation and experience or training as

15 ) licensure qualifications, or a qualified fire alarm system

16 | agent is not required to conplete the training otherw se

17 | required and is not required to be 18 years of age or ol der

18 (d) A burglar alarm system agent enpl oyed by a

19| licensed fire alarmcontractor or certified unlinited
20| electrical contractor who has fulfilled all requirenents of s.
21| 489.518 prior to the effective date of this act is not
22 | required to conplete the initial training required by this
23| section for fire alarm system agents.
24 (3) An applicant for enploynent as a fire al arm system
25| agent may conmence enpl oynent, or an individual enployed as a
26 | fire alarmsystem agent on the effective date of this act nay
27 | conti nue enpl oynent, pending conpletion of both the training
28 | and the fingerprint and crininal background checks required by
29 | this section, for a period not to exceed 90 days after the
30| date of application for enpl oynment or 90 days after the
31| effective date of this act for individuals enployed as fire
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1| alarm system agents on that date. However, the person nust

2 | work under the direction and control of a sponsoring certified
3| unlimted electrical contractor or licensed fire alarm

4| contractor until conpletion of both the training and the

5| fingerprint and crininal background checks. If an applicant or
6 | an i ndividual enployed on the effective date of this act does
7| not conplete the training or receive satisfactory fingerprint
8 | and crimnal background checks within the 90-day period, the
9| enpl oynent nust be ternminated i medi ately.

10 (4)(a) Acertified unlimted electrical contractor or
11| licensed fire alarmcontractor nust furnish each of his or her
12| fire alarm systemagents with an identification card.

13 (b) The card shall follow a board-approved format, to
14 | include a picture of the agent; shall specify at |east the

15 | nane of the holder of the card and the nane and |icense nunber
16 | of the certified unlinited electrical contractor or licensed
17 | fire alarmcontractor; and shall be signed by both the

18 | contractor and the holder of the card. Each identification

19 | card shall be valid for a period of 2 years after the date of
20 | i ssuance. The identification card nmust be in the possession of
21| the fire alarmsystem agent while engaged in fire al arm system
22 | agent duti es.

23 (c) Each person to whom an identification card has

24 | been issued is responsible for the saf ekeeping thereof, and
25| may not |l oan, or allow any other person to use or display, the
26 | identification card.

27 (d) Each identification card nust be renewed every 2
28 | years and in a board-approved format to show conpliance with
29 | the 6 hours of continuing education necessary to naintain

30| certification as a fire al arm system agent.

31
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1 (5) Each fire alarm system agent nust receive 6 hours
2| of continuing education on fire alarmsysteminstallation and
3| repair every 2 years froma board-approved sponsor of training
4 | and through a board-approved traini ng course.
5 (6) Failure to conply with any of the provisions of
6| this section shall be grounds for disciplinary action agai nst
7| the contractor pursuant to s. 489.533.
8 Section 3. This act shall take effect January 1 of the
9| year after the year in which enacted
10
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12 HOUSE SUMVARY
13 _ .
Defines the term"al arm system agent." Provides
14 requi rements for fire alarmsystém agents, including
specified training and fingerprint and crimna
15 background checks. ProvideS for fees for approval  of
trai ning providers and courses. Provides apPllcablllty to
16 appl i cants, current enployees, and various |icensees.
Requires an identificationh card and provi des. requirenents
17 t herefor. Provides continuing education requirenents.
18 Provides disciplinary penalties. See bill for details.
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