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HOUSE AMENDMENT
Bill No. HB 4439
Amrendnment No. 08 (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

The Committee on Community Affairs offered the foll ow ng:

Amendment (with title amendment)
On page 69, between |ines 24-25 of the bil

insert: Section 41. Effective January 1, 1999, section
489.5185, Florida Statutes, is created to read:
489.5185 Fire al arm system agents. - -

(1) Acertified unlinmted electrical contractor or

licensed fire alarmcontractor nay not enploy a person to

performthe duties of a fire alarm system agent unless the

per son:
(a) |Is at least 18 years of age or has evidence of a

court-approved decl arati on of enmanci pation

(b) Has successfully conpleted a mnimumof 18 hours

of initial training, to include basic fire alarm system

technology in addition to related training in National Fire

Protecti on Associati on (NFPA) codes and standards and access

control training. Such training nust be froma board-approved

provider, and the enpl oyee or applicant for enploynent nust

provi de proof of successful conpletion to the |licensed
1

ile original & 9 copies 04/ 20/ 98
ca0012 04: 13 pm 04439-ca -633903




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNERPLO O N D WwNPRER O

HOUSE AMENDVMENT
Bill No. HB 4439
Arendnment No. 08 (for drafter's use only)

enpl oyer. The board, by rule, shall establish criteria for the

approval of training courses and providers. The board shal

approve qualified providers that conduct training in other

than the English | anguage. The board shall establish a fee for

the approval of training providers, not to exceed $200, and a

fee for the approval of courses at $25 per credit hour, not to

exceed $100 per course.

(c) Has not been convicted within the |last 3 years of

acrine that directly relates to the business for which

enpl oynent is being sought. Although the enployee is barred

fromoperating as a fire alarmsystem agent for 3 years

subsequent to his or her conviction, the enployer shall be

supplied the infornmation regardi ng any convictions occurring

prior to that tine, and the enployer nmay at his or her

di screti on consider an earlier conviction to be a bar to

enpl oynent as a fire alarmsystemagent. To ensure that this

requi renment has been net, a certified unlinited electrica

contractor or licensed fire alarmcontractor nust obtain from

the Florida Departnent of Law Enforcenent a conpl eted

fingerprint and crim nal background check for each applicant

for enploynent as a fire alarmsystem agent or for each

i ndi vidual currently enployed on the effective date of this

act as a fire alarm system agent.

(d) Has not been committed for controlled substance

abuse or been found guilty of a crine under chapter 893 or any

simlar lawrelating to controll ed substances in any other

state within the 3-year period i medi ately preceding the date

of application for enploynent, or inrediately preceding the

effective date of this act for an individual enployed as a

fire alarm system agent on that date, unless the person

establi shes that he or she is not currently abusi ng any
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control |l ed substance and has successfully conpleted a

rehabilitation course.

(2)(a) Any applicant for enploynent as a fire alarm

system agent, or any individual enployed as a fire alarm

system agent on the effective date of this act, who has

conpl eted al arm system agent or burglar al arm system agent

training prior to the effective date of this act in a

board-certified programis not required to take additiona

training in order to conply with the initial training

requi renents of this section

(b) A state-certified electrical contractor, a

state-certified fire alarmsystemcontractor, a

state-registered fire alarmsystemcontractor, a journeynan

el ectrician licensed by any local jurisdiction, or an alarm

technician |licensed by a local jurisdiction that requires an

exam nati on and experience or training as licensure

gualifications is not required to conplete the training

required for fire alarmsystem agents. A state-registered

el ectrical contractor is not required to conplete the training

required for fire alarmsystem agents, so long as he or she is

only doing electrical work up to the al arm panel

(c) A nonsupervising enpl oyee working as a hel per or

apprentice under the direct, onsite, continuous supervision of

a state-certified electrical contractor, a state-registered

el ectrical contractor, a state-certified fire alarm system

contractor, a state-registered fire alarmsystemcontractor, a

journeyman el ectrician licensed by any local jurisdiction, an

alarmtechnician licensed by a local jurisdiction that

requi res an examnination and experience or training as

licensure qualifications, or a qualified fire alarm system

agent is not required to conplete the training otherw se
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required and is not required to be 18 years of age or ol der

(d) A burglar alarm system agent enployed by a

|icensed fire alarmcontractor or certified unlimted

el ectrical contractor who has fulfilled all requirenents of s.

489.518 prior to the effective date of this act is not

required to conplete the initial training required by this

section for fire alarm system agents.

(3) An applicant for enploynent as a fire al arm system

agent may conmence enploynent, or an individual enployed as a

fire alarm system agent on the effective date of this act nmay

conti nue enpl oynment, pending conpletion of both the training

and the fingerprint and crininal background checks required by

this section, for a period not to exceed 90 days after the

date of application for enploynent or 90 days after the

effective date of this act for individuals enployed as fire

al arm system agents on that date. However, the person nust

wor k under the direction and control of a sponsoring certified

unlimted electrical contractor or licensed fire alarm

contractor until conpletion of both the training and the

fingerprint and crimnal background checks. If an applicant or

an individual enployed on the effective date of this act does

not conplete the training or receive satisfactory fingerprint

and crim nal background checks within the 90-day period, the

enpl oynent nmust be ternminated i mediately.

(4)(a) Acertified unlimted electrical contractor or

|icensed fire alarmcontractor nust furnish each of his or her

fire alarm system agents with an identification card.

(b) The card shall follow a board-approved format, to

include a picture of the agent; shall specify at |east the

nane of the holder of the card and the nane and |icense nunber

of the certified unlimted electrical contractor or |icensed
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fire alarmcontractor; and shall be signed by both the

contractor and the holder of the card. Each identification

card shall be valid for a period of 2 years after the date of

i ssuance. The identification card nust be in the possession of

the fire alarm system agent while engaged in fire al arm system

agent duties.

(c) Each person to whom an identification card has

been issued is responsible for the saf ekeeping thereof, and

may not | oan, or all ow any other person to use or display, the

identification card.

(d) Each identification card nust be renewed every 2

years and in a board-approved format to show conpliance with

the 6 hours of continuing education necessary to nmintain

certification as a fire alarm system agent.

(5) Each fire alarm system agent nust receive 6 hours

of continuing education on fire alarmsysteminstallation and

repair every 2 years froma board-approved sponsor of training

and through a board-approved trai ni ng course.

(6) Failure to conply with any of the provisions of

this section shall be grounds for disciplinary action agai nst

the contractor pursuant to s. 489.533.

=—=============== T | T L E A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is amended as foll ows:
On page 6, at end of line 2

i nsert:
creating s. 489.5185, F. S.; providing
requirenents for fire alarmsystem agents,
i ncluding specified training and fingerprint
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and crim nal background checks; providing for
fees for approval of training providers and
courses; providing applicability to applicants,
current enpl oyees, and various |icensees;
requiring an identification card and providing
requi rements therefor; providing continuing
education requirenents; providing disciplinary
penal ti es;
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