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By Representatives Heal ey and Greene

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to child care facilities;

3 anending s. 402.305, F.S.; deleting obsolete

4 provisions with respect to the |icensure of

5 child care facilities; authorizing the

6 Departnent of Children and Family Services to

7 adopt different standards for child care

8 facilities that serve children of different

9 ages; providing for the departnent to adopt the

10 state public school building code for any child

11 care program operated in a public schoo

12 facility, regardl ess of the operator of the

13 program providing an effective date.

14

15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

16

17 Section 1. Subsections (1) and (5) of section 402. 305
18 | Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

19 402.305 Licensing standards; child care facilities.--
20 (1) LI CENSI NG STANDARDS. - - The departnent state shal
21 | establish licensing standards that each licensed child care
22 | facility nmust neet regardless of the origin or source of the
23| fees used to operate the facility or the type of children

24 | served by the facility.
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30 (a) tb)y The standards shall be designed to address the
31| followi ng areas:
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1. The health, sanitation, safety, and adequate
physi cal surroundings for all children in child care.
2. The health and nutrition of all children in child
care.
3. The child devel opnment needs of all children in
child care.
(b)te)y Al standards established under ss.
402. 301-402. 319 nust be consistent with the rul es adopted by
the State Fire Marshal for child care facilities. However, if
the facility is operated in a public school, the departnent
shal | use the public school fire code, as provided in the
rul es of the Departnent of Education, as the m ni num standard
for firesafety.
(c) td)y The mini mum standards for child care facilities
shal | be adopted in the rules of the departnent and shal
address the areas delineated in this section. The departnent,

in adopting rules to establish mni numstandards for child

care facilities, shall recognize that different age groups of

children may require different standards. The departnent may

adopt different nininumstandards for facilities that serve

children in different age groups, including school -age

chil dren.

(5) PHYSICAL FACILITIES. --M ni rum st andards shal
i nclude requirenents for building conditions, indoor play
space, outdoor play space, nappi ng space, bathroomfacilities,
food preparation facilities, outdoor equipnent, and indoor
equi pnent. Because of the nature and duration of drop-in child
care, outdoor play space and outdoor equi pnent shall not be
required for licensure; however, if such play space and
equi pnent are provided, then the mni num standards shall apply
to drop-in child care. Wth respect to nini num standards for
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1| physical facilities of a child care programthat is operated

2]lin a public school facility, the departnment shall adopt the

3| State Uniform Buil ding Code for Public Educational Facilities

4 | Construction as the mnimum standards, regardl ess of the

5| operator of the program The Legislature intends that if a

6| child care programis operated in a public school, the program

7 | need not conformto standards for physical facilities other

8 | than the standards adopted by the Conmm ssi oner of Education

9 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1 of the

10 | year in which enacted.

11

12 kkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkkhkkhkkhkikhkhkkhkkhkikhkhkkhkkhkikhkkikkhkkhkkikkhkkikkkk*k

13 SENATE SUMVARY

14 Provides for the Departnent of Children and Fanmily
Services to adopt different |icensing standards for child

15 care facilities that serve children of different ages,
i ncl udi ng school -age children. Provides for_ the

16 departnent to ado the State Uniform Buil di ng Code for
Public Educational Facilities Construction as the ]

17 standard for any child care programthat is operated in a
public school facility, regardl ess of the operator of the

18 program
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