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By Representative Ml er

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to elections; anending s.

3 99.021, F.S.; revising requirenents for

4 nonm nation as a candidate of a political party
5 relating to duration of political party

6 affiliation; anending s. 106.08, F.S., relating
7 to linmtations on canpaign contributions;

8 providing a lower limt for contributions from
9 certain | obbyists to candi dates who are or

10 were, within a specified period, |egislators;
11 revising provisions relating to the return of
12 contributions by unopposed candi dat es;

13 requiring the reporting of illega

14 contributions and attenpts to nake ill ega

15 contributions; providing penalties; increasing
16 civil and crimnal penalties for certain repeat
17 of fenses; reenacting ss. 106.04(5), 106.075(2),
18 106. 19(1) (a), and 106.29(4), F.S., relating to
19 comm ttees of continuous existence, |limtations
20 on contributions to pay |oans, acceptance of
21 contributions in excess of the lawful |limts,
22 and political parties, to incorporate the
23 amendnent to s. 106.08, F.S., in references
24 thereto; anmending s. 921.0012, F.S., relating
25 to sentencing guidelines; providing an of fense
26 | evel for felonies involving indirect politica
27 contributions; anending s. 106.085, F.S.
28 revising notice requirenents for certain
29 i ndependent expenditures; applying such
30 requirenents to political parties; providing
31 penalties; creating s. 106.087, F.S.
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1 prohibiting political parties that accept

2 filing fees from nmaki ng i ndependent

3 expendi tures; providing penalties; anending s.
4 106. 141, F.S., relating to disposition of

5 surplus funds by candi dates; prohibiting

6 rei mbursenent by the canpaign for any reported
7 contributions by the candidate to the canpaign
8 anending s. 106. 143, F.S.; providing

9 requirenents for political advertisenents with
10 respect to candi date approval; creating s.

11 106. 1431, F.S.; providing disclosure

12 requi rements and prohibitions relating to

13 political solicitation by tel ephone; providing
14 an exenption; providing penalties; anending s.
15 104. 271, F.S.; authorizing filing of conplaints
16 with the Florida Elections Comm ssion rel ating
17 to false statenents about candi dates; anendi ng
18 s. 106.19, F.S.; elinmnating authority of the
19 Di vision of Elections to bring civil actions to
20 recover certain civil penalties; anending s.
21 106. 22, F.S.; deleting duties of the division
22 relating to investigation of conplaints;

23 requiring the division to report certain

24 information to the conmm ssion; anendi ng s.

25 106. 23, F. S.; deleting powers of the division
26 to i ssue subpoenas and admi ni ster oaths

27 relating to investigation of alleged violations
28 of ch. 106, F.S., relating to canpaign

29 financing; transferring advisory opinion

30 responsibilities fromthe division to the

31 conmi ssion; anmending s. 106.24, F.S.; revising
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1 admi ni strative and organi zational structure of
2 the commi ssi on; providing for appoi ntnent of an
3 executive director and enpl oynent of staff;

4 aut hori zi ng the conmission to contract or

5 consult with other state agencies for

6 assi stance as needed; anending s. 106.25, F.S.
7 vesting the comrission with jurisdiction to

8 i nvestigate and determ ne viol ations of ch

9 106, F.S.; requiring transmttal of a copy of a
10 sworn conplaint to the alleged violator

11 providing for an administrative hearing upon

12 written request of the alleged violator

13 anending s. 106.26, F.S.; providing rul emaki ng
14 authority to the commission relating to its

15 i nvestigative responsibilities; anending s.

16 106. 295, F.S., relating to | eadership funds;

17 prohi biting the acceptance or solicitation of
18 contributions for any |legislative canpaign if
19 such funds are raised to enable a legislator to
20 acquire or maintain a | eadership position
21 creating s. 106.297, F.S.; providing for
22 voluntary expenditure linmts for candi dates for
23 | egislative office; requiring an affidavit of
24 acceptance or rejection of such limts;
25 requiring a postelection audit of the canpaign
26 account of any candi date who agrees to abi de by
27 such limts; exenpting candi dates who agree to
28 abide by such lints fromfiling fees;
29 providi ng penalties; providing for designation
30 of candi dates who agree to abide by such linmts
31 on sanple ballots and on official ballots;
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1 provi di ng severability; providing effective

2 dat es.

3

4] Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

5

6 Section 1. FEffective Cctober 1, 1997, paragraph (b) of
7 | subsection (1) of section 99.021, Florida Statutes, is anmended
8| to read:

9 99.021 Form of candi date oath. --

10 (1)

11 (b) In addition, any person seeking to qualify for

12 | nonination as a candidate of any political party shall, at the
13| tine of subscribing to the oath or affirmation, state in

14 | writing:

15 1. The party of which the person is a nenber

16 2. That the person is not, and for the i nmedi ately

17 | preceding 6 nonths has not been, a regi stered nmenber of any

18 | other political party ant—has—not—been—acanddate—for

19 | nomnation—Ttor—any—other—potticat—party—for—aperiod-oft——6
20 | nronths—preceding—the—generat—etection—{for—which—the——person
21 | seeks—to—tguatfy.
22 3. That the person has paid the assessnent |evied
23 | against himor her, if any, as a candidate for said office by
24 | the executive conmittee of the party of which he or she is a
25 | menber.
26 Section 2. Section 106.08, Florida Statutes, is
27 | anended to read:
28 106.08 Contributions; limtations on.--
29 (1)(a) No person, political conmrmittee, or committee of
30 | continuous existence shall nmmke contributions to any candi date
31

4
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or political comrittee in this state, for any election, in
excess of the follow ng anounts:

1. To a candidate for countyw de office or to a
candi date in any el ection conducted on | ess than a countyw de
basi s, $500.

2. To a candidate for legislative or rmulticounty
of fi ce, $500.

3. To a candidate for statew de office, $500.
Candi dates for the offices of Governor and Lieutenant Governor
on the sane ticket shall be considered a single candidate for
t he purpose of this section.

4. To a political comrittee supporting or opposi ng one
or nore candi dates, $500.

5. To a candidate for county court judge or circuit
j udge, $500.

6. To a candidate for retention as a judge of a
district court of appeal, $500.

7. To a candidate for retention as a justice of the
Suprene Court, $500.

8. To any candidate who is or was, within a period of

up to 1 year preceding the contribution, a nenber of the

Legi slature, $100; however, this linit only applies if the

contribution is froma regi stered | obbyi st who appeared

personal ly, or on behalf of another person for conpensation

before the nenber at the last regular session or any extension

t hereof or at any subsequent special session. For purposes of

this subparagraph, the term"l obbyist" shall be defined as
provided in s. 11.045(1).
(b) The contribution limts provided in this

subsection shall not apply to contributions nmade by a state or
county executive committee of a political party regul ated by
5
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chapter 103 or to anmounts contributed by a candidate to his or
her own canpaign. Notwithstanding the |linmts provided in this
subsection, no unenanci pated child under the age of 18 years
of age may nmake a contribution to any candidate or to any
political conmittee supporting one or nore candidates, in
excess of $100. The linitations provided by this subsection
shal |l apply to each el ection

(c) For purposes of this subsection the first prinmary,
second primary, and general election shall be deened separate
el ections so long as the candidate is not an unopposed
candi date as defined in s. 106.011(15). However, for the
purpose of contribution limts with respect to candi dates for
retention as a justice of the Suprene Court or judge of a
district court of appeal, there shall be only one el ection
whi ch shall be the general election, and with respect to
candi dates for circuit judge or county court judge, there
shall be only two elections, which shall be the first primary
el ection and general el ection

(2)(a) A candidate may not accept contributions from
national, state, and county executive committees of a
political party, which contributions in the aggregate exceed
$50, 000, no nore than $25,000 of which nmay be accepted prior
to the 28-day period imediately preceding the date of the
general election.

(b) For the purposes of this subsection

1. Print, broadcast, cable, and mailing advertisenents
are contributions in an anount equal to their fair narket
val ue and shall be counted toward the contribution linits of
this subsecti on.

2. Polling services, research services, technica
assi stance, and voter nobilization efforts are not

6
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contributions to be counted toward the contribution linits of
thi s subsecti on.

(3)(a) Any contribution received by a candidate wth
opposition in an election or the canpaign treasurer or a
deputy treasurer of such a candidate on the day of that
el ection or less than 5 days prior to the day of that election
shall be returned by himor her to the person or conmittee
contributing it and shall not be used or expended by or on
behal f of the candi date.

(b) Except as otherw se provided in paragraph (c), any

contribution received by a candi date or the canpai gn treasurer
or a deputy treasurer of a candidate after the date at which
t he candi date withdraws his or her candidacy, or after the
date the candidate is defeated, becones unopposed, or is
elected to office shall be returned to the person or politica
committee contributing it and shall not be used or expended by
or on behal f of the candi date.

(c) Wth respect to any canpaign for an office in

whi ch an i ndependent candidate has filed as required in s.

99. 095, but whose qualification is pending a determ nation by

the Departnent of State or supervisor of elections as to

whet her or not the required nunber of petition signhatures was

obt ai ned:
1. The departnent or supervisor shall, no later than 3

days after that determi nation has been nade, notify in witing

all other candidates for that office of that determ nation

2. Any contribution received by a candidate or the

canpai gn treasurer or deputy canpaign treasurer of a candi date

after the candi date has been notified in witing by the

departnment or supervisor that he or she has becone unopposed

as a result of an independent candidate failing to obtain the
7
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requi red nunber of petition signatures shall be returned to

the person, political conmttee, or conmittee of continuous

exi stence contributing it and shall not be used or expended by

or on behal f of the candi date.

(4) Any contribution tendered to or received by a

candi date or any person acting on behalf of a candi date that

is known to have been nmade or offered to be nade in violation

of the provisions of this section nust be i nmedi ately reported

to the Florida El ections Conmi ssion
(5) 4 Any contribution received by the chair,
canpai gn treasurer, or deputy canpaign treasurer of a

political conmittee supporting or opposing a candidate with
opposition in an election or supporting or opposing an issue
on the ballot in an election on the day of that election or
|l ess than 5 days prior to the day of that election shall not
be obligated or expended by the committee until after the date
of the election.

(6) £5>- No person shall make any contribution in
support of or opposition to a candidate for election or
nom nation, in support of or opposition to an issue, or to any
political conmittee, through or in the nane of another
directly or indirectly, in any election

(7) The solicitation from and contributions by,
candi dates, political conmittees, and party executive
committees to any religious, charitable, civic, or other
causes or organi zations established prinarily for the public
good are expressly prohibited. However, it shall not be
construed as a violation of this subsection for a candi dat e,
political conmittee, or party executive commttee to make
gifts of noney in lieu of flowers in nenory of a deceased
person or for a candidate to continue nenbership in or regular

8
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contributions paid from personal or business funds to
religious, political party, civic, or charitable groups of
whi ch the candidate is a nmenber or to which he or she has been
a regular contributor for nore than 6 nonths. A candi date may
purchase, with canpaign funds, tickets, admi ssion to events,
or advertisenents fromreligious, civic, political party, or
charitabl e groups.

(8) (a) {6y Any person who knowingly and willfully makes
or attenpts to make no nore than one & contribution in

vi ol ation of subsection (1), subsection (6),or subsection (7)

5), or any person who knowingly and willfully fails or

refuses on no nore than one occasion to return any

contribution as required in subsection (3) or to report any

illegal contribution as required in subsection (4), conmits 5
guit+ty—oef a m sdeneanor of the first degree, punishable as
provided ins. 775.082 or s. 775.083. |If any corporation

partnership, or other business entity or any political
conmittee or comittee of continuous existence is convicted of
knowi ngly and willfully violating any provision puni shabl e

under this paragraph seetion, it shall be fined not |ess than
$1,000 and not nore than $10,000. |If it is a donestic entity,
it may be ordered dissolved by a court of conpetent
jurisdiction; if it is a foreign or nonresident business
entity, its right to do business in this state nay be
forfeited. Any officer, partner, agent, attorney, or other
representative of a corporation, partnership, or other

busi ness entity or of a political commttee or comittee of
conti nuous exi stence who aids, abets, advises, or participates
in a violation of any provision punishable under this

par agraph conmits seetien—is—guitty—of a ni sdenmeanor of the

9
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first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.
775. 083.
(b) Any person who knowingly and willfully nmakes or

attenpts to nake two or nore contributions in violation of

subsection (1), subsection (6), or subsection (7), or any

person who knowingly and willfully fails or refuses on nore

than one occasion to return any contribution as required in

subsection (3) or to report any illegal contribution as

required in subsection (4), comits a felony of the third

degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or

s. 775.084. |f any corporation, partnership, or other

busi ness entity or any political conmittee or conmttee of

conti nuous existence is convicted of knowingly and willfully

violating any provision puni shabl e under this paragraph, it

shall be fined not |ess than $10, 000 and not nobre than

$50, 000, or an anount equal to three tines the anpunt

contributed or attenpted to be contributed, whichever is

greater. If it is a donestic entity, it nay be ordered

di ssol ved by a court of conpetent jurisdiction; if it is a

foreign or nonresident business entity, its right to do

business in this state may be forfeited. Any officer

partner, agent, attorney, or other representative of a

corporation, partnership, or other business entity or of a

political conmittee or conmmttee of continuous exi stence who

ai ds, abets, advises, or participates in a violation of any

provi si on puni shabl e under this paragraph conmits a fel ony of

the third degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s.
775.083, or s. 775.084.
(9) ¢~ Except as otherwi se provided in subsection (8),

a Any person who knowingly and willfully violates any

provi si on the—provisions of this section shall, in addition to
10
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1| any other penalty prescribed by this chapter, pay to the state
2] a sumequal to twice the anount contributed in violation of

3| this chapter. Each canpaign treasurer shall pay all anopunts

4| contributed in violation of this section to the state for

5| deposit in the General Revenue Fund.

6 (10) 8) The provisions of this section shall not apply

7| to the transfer of funds between a prinary depository and a

8 | savings account or certificate of deposit or to any interest

9 | earned on such account or certificate.

10 Section 3. For the purpose of incorporating the

11 | anendnment to section 106.08, Florida Statutes, in references
12 | thereto, the sections or subdivisions of Florida Statutes set
13 | forth bel ow are reenacted to read:

14 106.04 Committees of continuous existence.--

15 (5) No conmittee of continuous existence shal

16 | contribute to any candidate or political comrttee an anount
17 ] in excess of the limts contained in s. 106.08(1) or

18 | participate in any other activity which is prohibited by this
19 | chapter. |If any violation occurs, it shall be punishable as
20| provided in this chapter for the given offense. No funds of a
21| coommittee of continuous existence shall be expended on behal f
22 | of a candi date, except by neans of a contribution nade through
23| the duly appoi nted canpai gn treasurer of a candidate. No such
24 | committee shall nake expenditures in support of, or in
25 | opposition to, an issue unless such comrittee first registers
26| as a political comittee pursuant to this chapter and
27 | undertakes all the practices and procedures required thereof;
28 | provi ded such conmittee nmay nake contributions in a total
29 | anobunt not to exceed 25 percent of its aggregate incone, as
30| reflected in the annual report filed for the previous year, to
31

11
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one or nore political conmittees registered pursuant to s.
106. 03 and forned to support or oppose issues.

106. 075 Elected officials; report of |oans nade in
year preceding election; limtation on contributions to pay
| oans. - -

(2) Any person who nakes a contribution to an
individual to pay all or part of a loan incurred, in the 12
nont hs preceding the election, to be used for the individual's
canpai gn, may not contribute nore than the amount which is
allowed in s. 106.08(1).

106. 19 Violations by candi dates, persons connected
Wi th canpaigns, and political committees.--

(1) Any candi date; canpai gn nanager, canpaign
treasurer, or deputy treasurer of any candidate; committee
chair, vice chair, canpaign treasurer, deputy treasurer, or
other officer of any political committee; agent or person
acting on behalf of any candidate or political comrittee; or
ot her person who knowingly and willfully:

(a) Accepts a contribution in excess of the limts
prescribed by s. 106. 08;

is guilty of a misdeneanor of the first degree, punishable as
provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

106.29 Reports by political parties; assessnent on
contributions.--

(4) No state or county executive committee, in the
furtherance of any candidate or political party, directly or
indirectly, shall give, pay, or expend any nobney, give or pay
anyt hing of value, authorize any expenditure, or becone
pecuniarily liable for any expenditure prohibited by this
chapter. However, the contribution of funds by one executive

12
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1| comittee to another, to established party organi zations for
2| legitimte party or canpai gn purposes, or to individua

3| candidates of that party in general elections in anpunts

4 | exceeding those set forth in s. 106.08 is not prohibited, but
5| all such contributions shall be recorded and accounted for in
6| the reports of the contributor and recipient.

7 Section 4. Paragraph (e) of subsection (3) of section
8] 921.0012, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anmended to

9| read:

10 921. 0012 Sentencing guidelines offense |evels; offense
11 | severity ranking chart. --

12 (3) OFFENSE SEVERI TY RANKI NG CHART

13| Florida Fel ony

14 | Statute Degr ee Descri ption

15

16

17 (e) LEVEL 5

18 | 106. 08(8) (b) 3rd Indirect political contributions.
19| 316.027(1) (a) 3rd Acci dents invol ving persona
20 injuries, failure to stop
21 | eavi ng scene.
22 | 316.1935(3) 3rd Aggravat ed fl eeing or el uding
23| 322. 34(3) 3rd Car el ess operation of notor
24 vehicl e with suspended |icense,
25 resulting in death or serious
26 bodily injury.
27 | 327.30(5) 3rd Vessel accidents involving
28 personal injury; |eaving scene.
29| 381.0041(11)(b) 3rd Donat e bl ood, plasm, or organs
30 knowi ng HI' V positive.
31| 790.01(2) 3rd Carrying a conceal ed firearm

13
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1| 790. 162 2nd Threat to throw or discharge

2 destructive device.

3] 790. 163 2nd Fal se report of deadly expl osive.
4] 790. 165(2) 3rd Manuf acture, sell, possess, or

5 del i ver hoax bonb.

6| 790.221(1) 2nd Possessi on of short-barrel ed

7 shot gun or machi ne gun

8| 790. 23 2nd Fel ons i n possession of firearns
9 or el ectronic weapons or devi ces.
10 ] 806. 111(1) 3rd Possess, manufacture, or dispense
11 fire bonb with intent to damage
12 any structure or property.

13 ] 812.019(1) 2nd Stol en property; dealing in or

14 trafficking in.

15| 812. 16(2) 3rd Owni ng, operating, or conducting
16 a chop shop.

17 ] 817.034(4) (a) 2. 2nd Conmmuni cati ons fraud, val ue

18 $20, 000 to $50, 000.

19 | 825.1025(4) 3rd Lewd or | ascivious exhibition in
20 the presence of an elderly person
21 or disabled adult.
22| 827.071(4) 2nd Possess with intent to pronote
23 any phot ographic material, notion
24 picture, etc., which includes
25 sexual conduct by a child.
26 | 843.01 3rd Resi st officer with violence to
27 person; resist arrest with
28 vi ol ence.
29 | 874.05(2) 2nd Encour agi ng or recruiting another
30 to join a crimnal street gang;
31 second or subsequent offense.

14
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1| 893.13(1)(a)l. 2nd Sell, manufacture, or deliver

2 cocai ne (or other s.

3 893.03(1)(a), (1)(b), (1)(d),

4 (2)(a), or (2)(b) drugs).
51]893.13(1)(c) 2. 2nd Sell, manufacture, or deliver

6 cannabis (or other s.

7 893.03(1)(c), (2)(c), (3), or (4
8 drugs) within 1,000 feet of a

9 school

10 ] 893. 13(1) (d) 1. 1st Sell, manufacture, or deliver

11 cocai ne (or other s.

12 893.03(1)(a), (1)(b), (1)(d),

13 (2)(a), or (2)(b) drugs) within
14 200 feet of university, public
15 housing facility, or public park
16 | 893. 13(4) (b) 2nd Deliver to mnor cannabis (or

17 other s. 893.03(1)(c), (2)(c),
18 (3), or (4) drugs).

19
20 Section 5. Section 106.085, Florida Statutes, is
21 | anended to read
22 106. 085 | ndependent expenditures; unfair surprise
23 | prohibited; notice requirenents; penalty.--
24 (1) Any individual, group, organization, politica
25| party,or comrittee nmaki ng an i ndependent expenditure in
26 | excess of $1,000 on behalf of or in opposition to a candidate
27 | shall deliver notice in witing of such independent
28 | expenditure, as well as the ambunt of such expenditure and a
29 | detail ed description of the nedia type or use of such
30 | expenditure, within 24 hours after obligating any funds for
31| such expenditure. However, the notice of the obligation of

15
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1| the expenditure nust be nade at | east 14 days prior to an

2| election. An expenditure is obligated upon the purchase of

3| any political advertising or the entering into any agreenent,
4] either oral or witten, to purchase any political advertising.
5| Such notice shall be delivered to all of the candidates in the
6| affected race and to the qualifying officer of such

7 | candidates. The notice shall specifically state the nane of
8 | the candi date whom t he i ndependent expenditure is designed to
9 | support or oppose. For purposes of this subsection, notice
10| shall include, but is not linmted to, personal hand delivery
11| or overnight mail. Each new expenditure shall require the

12 | delivery or filing of an additional new notice. This

13 | subsection does not apply to a prinmary election if the

14 | candidate is unopposed in the prinmary el ection

15 (2)(a) |If the political advertisenent required to be
16 | noti ced under subsection (1) is to be broadcast over any

17 | television or radio station, a copy of the actual

18 | advertisenent nust be provided with the notification, along
19| with a listing of the stations airing the advertisenent.

20 (b) If the political advertisenent required to be

21 | noticed under subsection (1) is to be comuni cated through

22 | neans ot her than the spoken word, a duplicate reproduced from
23| the original advertisenent to be used nust be provided with
24 | the notification. The duplicate nust clearly depict a copy of
25| the pictures, artwork, and text used in the adverti senent.

26 (c) If the political advertisenent required to be

27 | noticed under subsection (1) is to be a tel ephone

28 | solicitation, a copy of the script of the tel ephone

29 | solicitation nust be provided with the notification, al ong

30| with the nunber of intended recipients.

31
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(3) 2y A person who violates any provision of this
section shall be liable for a civil fine of up to $5,000 to be
determ ned by the Florida Elections Comrission or the entire
aft anount egual—to—10-—percent of the expenditure not noticed,

whi chever is greater.
(4) This section does not prohibit a person from

nmaki ng an i ndependent expenditure in support of or in

opposition to any candi date or issue, unless otherw se

prohibited by | aw, expressing his or her opinion on any issue;

or purchasing any political advertisenent or canpaign

nmat eri al

Section 6. Section 106.087, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

106. 087 | ndependent expenditures; restrictions on

political parties.--Notwthstanding any provision of s.
99.061(2), s. 99.092(1), or s. 99.103 to the contrary, any
political party that accepts the return of any candi date

filing fees fromany supervisor of elections or the Departnent

of State after the close of qualifying for an el ection cycle

is prohibited from nmaki ng any i ndependent expenditure on

behal f of or in opposition to any candi date during the

remai nder of the election cycle for which those filing fees

were collected. Any political party that violates the

provisions of this section shall, in addition to any other

penalty prescribed by this chapter, pay to the state a sum

equal to the anpbunt of candidate filing fees received by that

political party for all candidates during that el ection cycle.

Each canpai gn treasurer shall pay all anounts contributed in

violation of this section to the state for deposit in the

CGeneral Revenue Fund.

17
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Section 7. Subsection (2) of section 106.141, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

106. 141 Disposition of surplus funds by candi dates. --

(2) A Any candidate required to di spose of funds
pursuant to this section may not, prior to such disposition,
be rei nbursed by the canpaign, in full or in part, for any
reported contributions by the candidate to the canpaign

Section 8. Section 106. 143, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

106. 143 Political advertisenments circulated prior to
el ection; requirenents.--

(1) Any political advertisenent and any canpai gn
literature published, displayed, or circulated prior to, or on
the day of, any election shall:

(a) Be narked "paid political advertisenment"” or with
the abbreviation "pd. pol. adv."

(b) ldentify the persons or organizations sponsoring
t he adverti sement.

(c)1l.a. State whether the advertisenent and the cost
of production is paid for or provided in kind by or at the
expense of the entity publishing, displaying, broadcasting, or
circulating the political advertisenent; or

b. State who provided or paid for the adverti senent
and cost of production, if different fromthe source of
sponsor shi p.

2. This paragraph shall not apply if the source of the
sponsorship is patently clear fromthe content or format of
the political advertisenent or canpaign |literature.

18
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Thi s subsection does not apply to canpai gn nessages used by a
candi date and the candi date's his—or—her supporters if those
whi-eh nessages are designed to be worn by a person

(2) Any political advertisenent of a candi date running
for partisan office ra—any—eteetion shall express the nanme of
the political party of which the candidate is seeking
nonm nation or is the nomnee. |If the candidate for partisan
office is running as an i ndependent candi date, any politica
advertisement of the candidate must state that the candi date

i s an i ndependent candi date. Any—potiticat—advertiserent
I . I i b I et I
petrm-sston—of—the—ecandi-date—has—been—-obtarned—to—-advertise

steh—endorsenent—

(3) It is unlawful for any candi date or person on
behal f of a candidate to represent that any person or
organi zati on supports such candi date, unless the person or
organi zation so represented has given specific approval in
witing to the candidate to make such representation

However, this subsection seetien does not apply to:

(a) Editorial endorsenent by any newspaper, radio or
tel evision station, or other recognized news nedi um

(b) Publication by a party comrittee advocating the
candi dacy of its nom nees.

(4)(a) Any political advertisenent, other than an

i ndependent expenditure, offered by or in behalf of a

candi date nust be approved in advance by the candidate. Such

political advertisenent nust expressly state that the content

of the adverti senent was approved or authorized by the

candi date and nust state who paid for the adverti senent.

Prior to publishing, displaying, or circulating the

adverti senent, the candidate shall provide a witten statenent
19
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of authorization to the newspaper, radio station, tel evision

station, or other nediumfor each such adverti senent subnitted

for publication, display, broadcast, or other distribution

Such authorization may be provided by el ectroni c neans.

(b) Any person who nmakes an i ndependent expenditure

for a political advertisenent shall provide a witten

statenent that no candi date has approved the advertisenent to

t he newspaper, radio station, television station, or other

nedi um for each such advertisenent subnitted for publication

di spl ay, broadcast, or other distribution. The advertisenent

nust also contain a statenent that no candi date has approved

t he adverti sement.
(5)t4)> No political advertisenent of a candi date who
is not an i ncunbent of the office for which the candi date ke

er—she is running shall use the word "re-elect."” Additionally,
such advertisement nust include the word "for" between the

candi date's name and the office for which the candi date he—o+
she is running, in order that incunbency is not inplied. This

subsection does not apply to bunper stickers or itens designed
to be worn by a person.

(6) £5); This section does shatt+ not apply to novelty
itens having a retail oef-—nemnat value of $10 or | ess which
support, but do not oppose, a candidate or issue.

(7)t6) Any political advertisenment which is published,

di spl ayed, or produced in a | anguage ot her than English may

provide the information required by this section in the
| anguage used in the advertisenent.
(8) 7 A Any person who willfully violates any

provi si on the—provisions of this section is subject to the

civil penalties prescribed in s. 106. 265.

20
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Section 9. Section 106.1431, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
106. 1431 Tel ephone solicitation; restrictions;

penal ties. --

(1)(a) Any tel ephone call supporting or opposing any

candi date, elected public official, or issue nust identify

each person or organi zation sponsoring the call by stating:

This call is paid for by ...(insert nane of each person or

organi zati on sponsoring the call).... If the expenditure for

the tel ephone call is a contribution to a candi date, the nane

of the candidate and the office sought nust al so be

identified. This paragraph does not apply to any tel ephone

call in which the individual nmaking the call is not being paid

or in which the individuals participating in the call know

each other prior to the call

(b) A telephone call conducted for the purpose of

pol li ng respondents concerning any candi date, elected public

official, or issue which exceeds 3 mnutes in duration and

which is part of a series of |ike tel ephone calls that

consists of fewer than 1,000 conpleted calls is presuned to be

a political poll and not subject to the provisions of

par agraph (a).

(2)(a) A tel ephone call supporting or opposing any

candi date, elected public official, or issue nay not state or

inply that the caller represents any person or organization

unl ess the person or organi zation so represented has given

specific approval in witing to make such representation

(b) A telephone call supporting or opposing any

candi date, elected public official, or issue nay not state or

inply that the caller represents a nonexi stent person or

organi zati on.

21
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(3) A person who willfully violates any provision of

this section is subject to the civil penalties prescribed in
s. 106. 265.

Section 10. Subsection (2) of section 104.271, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

104. 271 False or nmlicious charges against, or false
statenents about, opposing candi dates; penalty.--

(2) Any candidate who, in a prinmary election or other
el ection, with actual nalice nmakes or causes to be nade any
st at enent about an opposi ng candidate which is false is guilty
of a violation of this code. An aggrieved candidate may file
a conplaint with the Florida El ecti ons Conmi ssi on Brvisten—of
Ereet+ons pursuant to s. 106.25. The conm ssion divisioen
shal | adopt rules to provide an expedited heari ng befere—the
Forda—Hecti-ons—Commisston of conplaints filed under this
subsection. Notw thstanding any other provision of |law, the
Forida—Heetions commi ssion shall assess a civil penalty of
up to $5,000 agai nst any candidate found in violation of this

subsection, which shall be deposited to the account of the
General Revenue Fund of the state.

Section 11. Subsection (2) of section 106.19, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

106. 19 Violations by candi dates, persons connected
Wi th canpaigns, and political committees.--

(2) Any candi date, canpaign treasurer, or deputy
treasurer; any chair, vice chair, or other officer of any
political conmittee; any agent or person acting on behal f of
any candi date or political committee; or any other person who
vi ol at es paragraph (a), paragraph (b), or paragraph (d) of
subsection (1) shall be subject to a civil penalty equal to
three 3 tinmes the anount involved in the illegal act. Such

22
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penalty nay be in addition to the penalties provided by
subsection (1) and shall be paid into the General Revenue Fund
of this state. The Florida El ections Commi ssi on biviston—of
Ereetions shall have authority to bring a civil action in
circuit court to recover such civil penalty.

Section 12. Subsection (7) of section 106.22, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

106.22 Duties of the Division of Elections.--1t is the
duty of the Division of Elections to:

(7) Report to the Florida El ections Conmi ssion any

failure to file a report or information required by this

chapter or any apparent violation of this chapter

Section 13. Section 106.23, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

106. 23 Advi sory opi ni ons Pewers of the Florida
El ecti ons Conmi ssi on Brvisien—of—HEections. - -

23
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2> The Florida El ections Conm ssi on brwi-ston—of

Ereeti+ons shall provide advi sory opinions when requested by
any supervisor of elections, candidate, |ocal officer having
el ection-related duties, political party, political commttee,
comm ttee of continuous existence, or other person or
organi zation engaged in political activity, relating to any
provi sions or possible violations of Florida election | aws
Wi th respect to actions such supervisor, candidate, |ocal
of ficer having election-related duties, political party,
committee, person, or organization has taken or proposes to
take. A written record of all such opinions issued by the
24
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conm ssi on eiwi-stoft, sequentially nunbered, dated, and indexed
by subject matter, shall be retained. A copy shall be sent to
sai d person or organi zation upon request. Any such person or
organi zation, acting in good faith upon such an advisory
opi nion, shall not be subject to any crimnal penalty provided
for in this chapter. The opinion, until anended or revoked,
shal | be binding on any person or organization who sought the
opinion or with reference to whomthe opinion was sought,
unl ess material facts were omtted or misstated in the request
for the advisory opinion.

Section 14. Section 106.24, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

106. 24 Florida El ections Commi ssi on; nenbershi p;
powers; duties.--

(1)(a) There is created within the Departnment of State
a Florida Elections Conm ssion, hereinafter referred to as the
comm ssion. The commission shall be a separate budget entity,

and its director shall be the agency head for all purposes.

The commi ssion shall not be subject to control, supervision
or direction by the Departnent of State in the perfornmance of
its duties, including, but not linited to, personnel

pur chasi ng transactions involving real or personal property,

and budgetary nmatters.

(b) The commission ++ shall be conposed of seven

nmenbers, including a chair, all of whomshall be appointed by
the Governor with the approval of three nenbers of the Cabinet
and subject to confirmation by the Senate. Menbers of the
conmi ssi on appoi nted by the Governor shall serve for 4-year
terns. The chair of the commission shall be designated by the
Governor. Vacancies on the conm ssion shall be filled for the
unexpired terns in the manner of the original appointnment to
25
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t he vacated position. Menbers of the conm ssion may not serve
nore than two terns. Menbers of the conmission shall be paid
travel and per diemas provided in s. 112.061 while in
perfornmance of their duties and in traveling to, from and
upon sane. O the seven nenbers of the conmi ssion, no nore
than four nenbers shall be fromthe sane political party at
any one tine.

(2) No nenber of the conm ssion shall be a nenber of
any county, state, or national committee of a political party;
be an officer in any partisan political club or organization
or hold, or be a candidate for, any other public office. No
person shall be appointed as a nenber of the comn ssion who
has held an elective public office or office in a political
party within the year immediately preceding his or her
appoi nt nent.

(3) The commission shall convene at the call of its
chair or at the request of a mpjority of the nenbers of the
commi ssion. The presence of four nenbers is required to
constitute a quorum and the affirmative vote of the ngjority
of the nenbers present is required for any action or
reconmendati on by the comm ssion. The conmission may neet in
any city of the state.

(4) The commission shall appoint an executive

di rector, who shall serve under the direction, supervision

and control of the comm ssion. The executive director, with

the consent of the conmmi ssion, shall enploy such staff as are

necessary to adequately performthe functions of the

conm ssion, within budgetary linmtations. Al enployees,

except the executive director and attorneys, are subject to

part |l of chapter 110. The executive director shall serve at
t he pleasure of the conmm ssion and be subject to part |l of
26
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1| chapter 110, except that the conmission shall have conplete

2| authority for setting the executive director's salary.

3| Attorneys enpl oyed by the conmi ssion shall be subject to part
4| V of chapter 110. Fhe brvisien—efH-ections—shatt—provide

5 e . I . I .

6 . ot " I . I i b
7 I I P I I : I

g | ¢ . ey - ssi-en—wi-thin—bud e . .

9 (5) Hearings shall be held before the conmi ssion

10 | except that the chair may direct that any hearing be held

11 | before one nenber of the conmmi ssion or a panel of less than
12 | the full conmmi ssion. The comni ssion shall adopt rules to

13 | provide for the filing of a report when hearings are held by a
14 | singl e conm ssioner or a panel, which rules shall prescribe
15| the tine for filing the report and the contents of the report.
16 (6) There is hereby established in the State Treasury
17 | an El ections Conmi ssion Trust Fund to be utilized by the

18 | Brviston—of—Heections—and—theFlorida—Ftrections conmmission in
19 | order to carry out its thet+ duties pursuant to ss.

20 | 106. 24-106. 28.

21 (7) The departrent—in—consuttation—wth—the

22 | conmi ssionyshall devel op a budget request pursuant to chapter
23| 216 annually. The budget is not subject to change by the

24 | departnent, but it whieh shall be subnitted by the departnent
25| to the Governor for transmittal to the Legislature.

26 (8) The commission is authorized to contract or

27 | consult with appropriate agencies of state governnent for such
28 | prof essi onal assistance as nay be needed in the di scharge of
29 | its duties.

30 Section 15. Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, 1996

31| Suppl enent, is anended to read:

27
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106. 25 Reports of alleged violations to Florida

El ecti ons Commi ssi on Pepartwent—ef—State; disposition of
findings. --

(1) Jurisdiction to investigate and deternine
violations of this chapter is vested in the brviston—of
Heet+ons—and—+he Florida El ecti ons Comm ssi on; however,
nothing in this section limts the jurisdiction of any other
of ficers or agencies of governnent enpowered by law to
i nvestigate, act upon, or dispose of alleged violations of
this code.

(2) The commi ssi on birwi-sten—ef—Heetions shal
i nvesti gat e ant—+eport—to—theHorida—+H-ections—Comrsston al
violations of this chapter with or without having received a
swor n conpl ai nt —and—ray—conduct—randomaudits—and
. . . et I it e

I " I it I " iy
i I . I I " I .
However, any person, other than the comm ssion éivisien
having information of any violation of this chapter shall file
a sworn conplaint with the comm ssi on bvi-sten—of—Heections.
Such sworn conplaint shall state whether a conplaint of the
sane violation has been nade to any state attorney. Wthin 5
days after receipt of a sworn conplaint, the commi ssion shal

transnit a copy of the conplaint to the alleged violator
(3) For the purposes of FHerida—FEreetions comn ssion
jurisdiction, a violation shall nean the willful performance

of an act prohibited by this chapter or the willful failure to
performan act required by this chapter
(4) The commi ssi on birwi-sten—ef—Heetions shal
undertake a prelinmnary investigation to deternmine if the
facts alleged in a sworn conplaint or a matter initiated by
28
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t he comi ssi on di~visioft constitute probable cause to believe
that a violation has occurred. Upon conpletion of the
prelimnary investigation the comi ssi on di~visionrt shall, by
written report, find probable cause or no probable cause to
believe that this chapter or s. 104.271 has been viol at ed.

(a) If no probable cause is found, the conm ssion
th—vi-stoft may di smiss the case and the case shall becone a
matter of public record, except as otherwi se provided in this
section, together with a witten statenment of the findings of
the prelinmnary investigation and a sunmary of the facts which
the comi ssi on di-vi-siofr shall send to the conplainant and the
al | eged vi ol ator.

(b) If probable cause is found, the conmi ssion
thi—vis+onrt shall so notify the conplainant and the all eged
violator in witing aned—shaH——refer—the—casetothe
eormm-sston. Al |l docunents nmade or received in the disposition
of the conplaint shall becone public records upon a finding by
t he commi ssi on.

In a case where probable cause is found by—the—eonmssion, the

comm ssion shall make a prelimnary deternination to consider

the matter or to refer the matter to the state attorney for

the judicial circuit in which the alleged violation occurred.
(5) When the conmission does not refer the matter to

the state attorney, a hearing before a hearing officer from

the Division of Adninistrative Hearings shall be held pursuant

to chapter 120 if the commi ssion receives a witten request

for such a hearing fromthe alleged violator within 20 days

after receipt of the probabl e cause deternination

(6)t5- It is the duty of a state attorney receiving a
conplaint referred by the conmission to investigate the
29
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conpl ai nt pronptly and thoroughly; to undertake such crimnna
or civil actions as are justified by law, and to report to the
commi ssion the results of such investigation, the action
taken, and the disposition thereof. The failure or refusal of
a state attorney to prosecute or to initiate action upon a
conplaint or a referral by the comm ssion shall not bar
further action by the comm ssion under this chapter

(7)t6) Every sworn conplaint filed pursuant to this
chapter with the brvisten—of—H-ections—or—thettorida
Ereetions comni ssion, every divistoen investigation and
i nvestigative report or other paper of the diviston—or
conmm ssion with respect to a violation of this chapter, and
every proceeding of the conmission with respect to a violation
of this chapter is confidential, is exenpt fromthe provisions
of ss. 119.07(1) and 286.011, and is exenpt from publication
in the Florida Adnministrative Wekly of any notice or agenda
Wi th respect to any proceeding relating to such violation,
except under the follow ng circunstances:

(a) As provided in subsection(6){5);
(b) Upon a determnination of probable cause or no

probabl e cause by the commission; or

o F T F babl . ot
I i ey . Fed:
(c) td)y For proceedi ngs conducted with respect to

appeal s of fines levied by filing officers for the late filing
of reports required by this chapter

However, a conplainant is not bound by the confidentiality

provisions of this section. 1In addition, confidentiality nay

be waived in witing by the person agai nst whom the conpl ai nt

has been filed or the investigation has been initiated. If a
30
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finding of probable cause in a case is entered within 30 days
prior to the date of the election with respect to which the

al | eged violation occurred, such finding and the proceedings
and records relating to such case shall not becone public
until noon of the day follow ng such election. Wen tw or
nore persons are being investigated by the comm ssion diviston
with respect to an alleged violation of this chapter, the
th—vi-ston—e+r—the comi ssion may not publicly enter a finding of
probabl e cause or no probable cause in the case until a
finding of probable cause or no probable cause for the entire
case has been determi ned. However, once the confidentiality
of any case has been breached, the person or persons under

i nvestigation have the right to waive the confidentiality of

t he case, thereby opening up the proceedings and records to
the public. Any person who discloses any information or
matter made confidential by the provisions of this subsection

commts a misdenmeanor of the first degree, punishable as
provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

(8) Any person who files a conplaint pursuant to this
section while knowing that the allegations contained in such
conplaint are false or without nerit conmmits a ni sdeneanor of
the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.
775. 083.

Section 16. Subsection (1) of section 106.26, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

31

CODI NG Wr ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 463
516- 175A- 97

1 106. 26 Powers of conmission; rights and

2| responsibilities of parties; findings by conm ssion.--

3 (1) The commission shall, pursuant to rul es adopted

4 | and published in accordance with chapter 120, consider al

5| sworn conplaints filed with it and all matters reported—to—+t
6 | by—the—brviston—of—FEreetions—or otherwise coning to its

7 | att enti on—inectuding—appeats—of—divisron—dism-ssats—of——cases
8 | based—on—no—probable—cause. |n order to carry out its duties,
9 | the conmi ssion nmay, whenever required, issue subpoenas and

10 | ot her necessary process to conpel the attendance of w tnesses
11| before it. The chair thereof shall issue said process on

12 | behal f of the conmi ssion. The chair or any other nenber of
13 | the conmission may administer all oaths and affirmations in
14 | the nanner prescribed by law to witnesses who shall appear

15| before the conmmi ssion for the purpose of testifying in any

16 | matter about which the conmission nmay desire evidence. The
17 | conmi ssi on, whenever required, nay also conpel by subpoena the
18 | production of any books, letters, or other docunentary

19 | evidence it may desire to exanine in reference to any matter
20| before it. The sheriffs in the several counties shall nake
21 | such service and execute all process or orders when required
22 | by the comm ssion. Sheriffs shall be paid for these services
23| by the comrission as provided for ins. 30.231. Any person
24 | who is served with a subpoena to attend a hearing of the
25| conmi ssion also shall be served with a general statenent
26 | inform ng himor her of the subject matter of the conmi ssion's
27 | investigation or inquiry and a notice that he or she may be
28 | acconpani ed at the hearing by counsel of his or her own
29 | choosi ng.
30 Section 17. Effective upon this act beconing a | aw,
31| section 106.295, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
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1 106. 295 Leadership funds; prohibited contributions

2 | fund. --

3 (1) For purposes of this section

4 (a) "Leadership fund" neans accounts conprised of any
5| noneys contributed to a political party, directly or
6|indirectly, which are designated to be used at the partial or
7| total discretion of a person in a | eadership position teader.
8 (b) "Leadership position teader" neans the President

9| of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives,

10| the najority |l eader and the minority | eader of each house, and
11 | any person designated by a political caucus of nenbers of

12 | either house to succeed to any such position

13 (2) Leadership funds are prohibited in this state. In
14 | addition, no person, political party, political conmittee, or
15| conmittee of continuous exi stence nmay accept or solicit

16 | contributions for any legislative canpaign if such funds are
17 | raised to directly or indirectly enable a legislator to

18 | acquire or naintain a | eadership position. No—teader—shat+

19 | acecept—any—teadership—funds—

20 (3) This section applies to |eadership funds in

21 | existence on or after, and to contributions accepted or

22| solicited on or after, the effective date of the anendnents to
23| this section by this act Janvary—31—1996.

24 Section 18. Section 106.297, Florida Statutes, is

25| created to read:

26 106. 297 Voluntary canpai gn expenditure linmtations for
27 | l egislative candi dates; affidavit; postelection audit;

28 | exenption fromfiling fees; penalties; ballot designation.--
29 (1)(a) Any candidate for legislative office may

30| voluntarily agree to abide by the expenditure linitations

31| provided in this section. At the tinme of qualifying, each
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candidate for legislative office nust file an affidavit of

acceptance or rejection of the voluntary expenditure

limtations provided in this section. The affidavit shal

state that the candi date knows the voluntary expenditure

limtations provided in this section and that the candi date

voluntarily agrees to abide by those expenditure linmitations

and will submt an independent postelection audit of the

candi date's canpai gn account to the division. The affidavit

nust be sworn and subscribed to by the candidate and notari zed

and may not be filed with the division later than the end of

qgual i fyi ng
(b) Notwithstandi ng any provision of lawto the

contrary, if a candidate for legislative office agrees to

abi de by the voluntary expenditure lintations provided in

this section, the candidate is not required to pay the filing

f ee.

(2)(a) Total expenditures by a candidate for

| egislative office who has voluntarily agreed to abide by the

expenditure limtations as provided in subsection (1) shall be

l[imted as foll ows:

1. In a primary election, $1 per person in the voting

age population in the district.

2. In a general election, $1 per person in the voting

age population in the district.

3. In a special election, $1 per person in the voting

age population in the district.

Each linmtation on total expenditures specified in this

par agraph applies to a single election only and only to the

el ection so specified.

34
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1 (b) For purposes of this section, the term"total

2 | expendi tures" nmeans the sumof all expenditures, excl uding

3 | i ndependent expenditures, nade by or on behalf of a candidate
41to influence the results of an election, whether a prinmary

5| election, a general election, or a special election.

6 (c) In addition to any other penalties that may be

7 | applicable under the el ection code, any candidate for

8| legislative office who has voluntarily agreed to abide by the
9| expenditure limtations provided in this section and who then
10 | exceeds the limtation on total expenditures for an el ection
11 | whether a prinmary election, a general election, or a special
12 | election, shall be fined an anbunt equal to three tines the
13 | amount in excess of that linmtation, which shall be deposited
14| in the El ections Conmi ssion Trust Fund. |In addition, the

15| candidate shall be required to pay the filing fee, from which
16 | the candi date had previously been exenpt under paragraph

17 (1) (b).

18 (3) The Secretary of State and | ocal el ections

19| officials shall promnently designate on the sanple ballot and
20| on the official ballot those candidates for |egislative office
21 | who have voluntarily agreed to abide by the expenditure

22| limtations provided in this section

23 Section 19. |If any provision of this act or the

24 | application thereof to any person or circunmstance is held

25| invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other provisions or
26 | applications of the act which can be given effect w thout the
27 | invalid provision or application, and to this end the

28 | provisions of this act are decl ared severabl e.

29 Section 20. Except as otherw se provided herein, this
30| act shall take effect January 1, 1998.

31
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3 . . . . .
Revi ses requirenents for nonination as a candidate of a

4 political party relating to duration of political party
affiliation.

5

6 Wth respect to limtations on canpai gn contributions,
PFOVIdeS alower |imt for contributions fromcertain

7 obbyi sts to candi dates who are or were, within a
specified period, legislators. _ Revises provisions

8 relatln? to the return of contributions. unopposed
candi dates. Requires the reporting of illegal . ]

9 contributions and attenpts to nmake illegal Contributions.
Increases civil and crimnal penalties for certain repeat

10 offenses. Wth respect to sentencing guidelines,. .
provi des an offense |l evel for feloniés”involving indirect

11 political contributions.

12 . . . . .
Revi ses notice re8U|renents for independent expenditures

13 in excess of $1, 000 that suPport or oppose a candi dat e,
and applies such requirenents to political parties.

14 Increases the fine that may be | evied for violation, of
such notice requirenments, “Prohibits political parties

15 that accept filing fees from maki ng i ndependent
expendi t ures.

16

17 Wth respect to disposition of surplus funds by .
candi dates, prohibits rei nbursenment by the canpaign for

18 any reported contributions by the candidate to the
canpai gn.

19

20 Provi des requirenents for political advertisenents with
respect to candi date aBprpvaI. Provi des di sc| osure

21 requirements and prohibitions relating to politica
solicitation by tel ephone.

22

23 Aut horizes filing of conplaints with the Florida
El ections Comi sSion relating to fal se statenents about

24 candi dates. Elimnates authority of the D vision of .
El ections to bring civil actions to recover certain civil

25 enal ties and exténds that authorlty_ o the comm ssion

letes duties of the division relating to investigation

26 of conplaints, and requires the division_to report
certain information to the conm ssion. _Deletes powers of

27 the division to i ssue subpoenas and adni ni ster oaths
relatlng to investigation of alleged violations of ch

28 106, F.S., relating to canpaign financing. _ Transfers
fromthe division to the conm ssion restnS|b|I|t§ to

29 i ssue advi sory opinions of Florida election | aw. Revises
adm ni strative and organi zational structure of the.

30 conm ssion. Provides for appointnment of an executive
director and enploynent of staff. Authorizes the

31 conm ssion to contract or consult with other state

agenci es for assistance as nggded. Vests the comn ssion
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1 wWith jurisdiction to investigate and determ ne viol ations
of ch. 106, F.S. Requires transmttal of a copy of a

2 sworn conplaint to the alleged violator. Provides for an
adm ni strative hearing upon"witten request of the

3 al l eged. violator, Provides rulenaking authority to the
conm ssion relating to its investigative

4 responsibilities.

5
Revi ses provisions relating to | eadership funds. . ]

6 Prohibits the acceptance of solicitation of contributions
for any legislative canpaign if such funds are raised to

7 enable”a legislator to acquire or maintain a | eadership
posi tion.

8

9 Provides for voluntary expenditure limts for candi dates
for legislative office. equires an affidavit of

10 acceptance or rejection of such limts. Requires a
postel ection audit of the canpai gn account of any

11 candi date agreeing to abide by stuch |imts. Exenpts
candi dat es wWho agree to abide by such limts fromfiling

12 fees. Provides penalties for those who_have agreed to
abi de by and then exceed such [imts. ProvideS for

13 desi gnati on of candi dates who have agreed to abi de by

14 such™limts on sanple ballots and on official ballots.

15 See bill for details.

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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