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By the Committees on Governnental Operations,
Transportation and Representative Full er

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the transportation

3 di sadvant aged; anending s. 427.011, F.S.

4 providing definitions; anending s. 427.012,

5 F.S.; revising the Conmission for the

6 Transportati on D sadvant aged; anendi ng s.

7 427.013, F. S.; revising | anguage with respect
8 to the purpose and responsibilities of the

9 conm ssion; anmending s. 427.0135, F.S.

10 providing requirenents with respect to agency
11 purchasers of transportation di sadvantaged

12 services; providing duties and

13 responsibilities; anmending s. 427.015, F. S
14 revising language with respect to the function
15 of the netropolitan planning organization or
16 desi gnated official planning agency in

17 coordinating transportation for the

18 transportati on di sadvant aged; anendi ng s.

19 427.0155, F.S.; revising |language with respect
20 to conmunity transportation coordi nators;
21 creating s. 427.0156, F.S.; providing for the
22 organi zation and nenbership of |oca
23 coordi nati ng boards; anending s. 427.0157,
24 F.S.; providing for powers and duties of |oca
25 coordi nati ng boards; anending s. 427.0159,
26 F.S.; revising | anguage with respect to the
27 Transportati on D sadvantaged Trust Fund;
28 anending s. 427.016, F.S.; revising | anguage
29 with respect to the expenditure of |oca
30 governnent, state, and federal funds for the
31 transportati on di sadvantaged; creating s.

1
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1 186. 024, F.S.; creating a program for

2 transportation services to the transportation

3 di sadvant aged; providing |egislative findings

4 and intent; providing for a strategic plan

5 providing for interagency agreenent; providing

6 for agency responsibilities; providing an

7 ef fective date.

8

9| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

10

11 Section 1. Section 427.011, Florida Statutes, is

12 | anended to read:

13 427.011 Definitions.--As used i n Fer—thepurposes—of
14 | ss. 427.011-427.017, the term

15 (1) "Transportation di sadvant aged" neans those persons
16 | who because of physical or nental disability, incone status,
17 | or age are unable to transport thenselves or to purchase

18 | transportation and are, therefore, dependent upon others to
19 | obtain access to health care, enploynent, education, shopping,
20 | social activities, or other life-sustaining activities, or

21| children who are handi capped or high-risk or at-risk as

22 | defined in s. 411.202.

23 (2) "Metropolitan planning organi zati on" neans the
24 | organi zation responsible for carrying out transportation

25 | pl anning and programming in accordance with the provisions of
261 23 U.S.C. s. 134, as provided in 23 U S.C. s. 104(f)(3).

27 (3) "Agency" neans an official, officer, conmm ssion
28 | authority, council, conmittee, departnent, division, bureau
29 | board, section, or any other unit or entity of the state or of
30| acity, town, nunicipality, county, or other |ocal governing
31

2
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body or a private nonprofit transportation service-providing
agency.

(4) "Transportation inprovenent prograni neans a
staged nultiyear program of transportation inprovenents,
i ncludi ng an annual el enent, which is devel oped by a
net ropolitan pl anni ng organi zati on or designated offici al
pl anni ng agency.

(5) "Conmunity transportation coordinator" neans a
transportation entity either a county or another entity

retropoHtan—prannng—oerganization, to ensure that coordi nated

transportation services are provided to the transportation
di sadvant aged popul ation in a designated service area.

(6) "Transportation operator" neans one or nore
public, private for-profit, or private nonprofit entities
engaged by the community transportation coordi nator to provide
service to transportation di sadvantaged persons pursuant to a
coordi nat ed system service plan

(7) "Local coordinating board" means an advisory
entity in each designated service area conposed of

representatives designated under s. 427.0156 to provide for

coordi nation of transportation services to transportation

di sadvant aged persons.
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(8){9)y "Paratransit” neans those el ements of public
transit which provide service between specific origins and
destinations selected by the individual user with such service
being provided at a tinme that is agreed upon by the user and
provider of the service. Paratransit service is provided by

taxis, |linpusines, "dial-a-ride," buses, and ot her
demand- responsi ve operations that are characterized by their
nonschedul ed, nonfi xed route nature.

(9) £36) "Transportati on di sadvant aged funds" means any
| ocal governnent, state, or available federal funds that are
for the transportation of the transportati on di sadvant aged.
Such funds may include, but are not limted to, funds for
pl anni ng, Medicaid transportation, adm nistration, operation
procurenent, and mmi ntenance of vehicles or equi pnment and
capital investnents. Transportation di sadvantaged funds do not
i nclude funds for the transportation of children to public
school s.

(10) £33y "Coordi nati on” nmeans the arrangenent for the
provi sion of transportation services to the transportation
di sadvantaged in a manner that is cost-effective, efficient,
and reduces fragnentation and duplication of services.

(11) ¢(¥2) "Annual budget estifate" neans an abudget

estimate of noney needed annually to provi de fundingresoureces
avattabte—for—providing transportation services to the
transportati on di sadvant aged and—whi-ch—+s—prepared—annvaHy—to
cover—a—pertod—of—1—statefscal—year.

(12) 33> "Nonsponsored transportation di sadvant aged

servi ces" neans transportation di sadvantaged services that are
not sponsored or subsidized by any funding source other than
the Transportati on D sadvantaged Trust Fund.

4
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Section 2. Section 427.012, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

427.012 The Conmission for the Transportation
Di sadvant aged. - - There—+s——ecreated The Comni ssion for the
Transportati on D sadvantaged is established in the Departnent

of Transportati on.
(1) The commission shall consist of seven nenbers; the

Governor shall appoint two nenbers at | east one of which shal

be a handi capped person, and the President of the Senate, the

Speaker of the House of Representatives, the State Treasurer

t he Conm ssi oner of Educati on, and the Comm ssi oner of

Agriculture shall each appoint one nenber. Menbers of the

conm ssion shall serve terns of 4 years each, except that one

of the Governor's initial appointees shall serve an initial

termof 3 years, and one each of the President of the Senate's

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives' initial

appoi ntees shall each serve an initial termof 2 years.

(2) Each nenber nust be a registered voter and a

citizen of the state. Each nenber of the commi ssion nust al so

possess busi ness nmanagerial experience in the private sector

(3) A nmenber of the conmi ssion shall represent the

transportati on di sadvant aged needs of the state as a whole and

may not subordi nate the needs of the state to those of any

particul ar area of the state.

(4) Menbers of the conmi ssion nmay not be any of the

following within 2 years prior to or during, or 2 years after

their service on the comm ssion

(a) A direct or indirect enpl oyee of any organi zation

providi ng transportation, dispatch, scheduling, coordination

consulting, or any related services as, through, or to a

communi ty transportation coordinator
5
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(b) A direct or indirect enpl oyee of any federal

state, or local governnent or agency thereof;

(c) Adirect or indirect enployee of any community

transportati on coordi nator, netropolitan planning

organi zati on, regional planning council; or

(d) An officer, director, or representative of any

advocacy group representing any clients, providers, or

participants in the coordinated transportati on system
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(5) 2 The chairperson and vice chairperson of the

conmi ssion shall be elected annually fromthe nenbership of
t he commi ssi on.

(6) 3> Menbers of the conmm ssion shall serve w thout
conpensation but shall be allowed per diemand travel
expenses, as provided in s. 112.061

(7) 4y The conmi ssion shall nmeet at |east quarterly,
or nore frequently at the call of the chairperson. A ngjority
of the Nrne nenbers of the conm ssion constitute a quorum and
a mpjority vote of the nenbers present is necessary for any
action taken by the conmi ssion.

(8) £5) The Covernor nmy renove any nenber of the
conmi ssion for cause.

(9) £6) The conmi ssi on shall appetnt—an—executive
r I b I I ’ e T I
ot ot or Tt . r ithtd
consent—of—the—comm-sston——shat enpl oy such personnel as may
be necessary to perform adequately the functions of the

8
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comm ssion within budgetary limtations. AH—enptoyees—of—the
. F I .

(10) A~ The conmission is assigned to the office of

the secretary of the Department of Transportation for
adm nistrative and fiscal accountability purposes, but it
shal | otherwi se function i ndependently of the control
supervi sion, and direction of the departnent.

(11) (8) The conmmi ssion shall devel op a budget for the
Transportati on D sadvantaged Trust Fund pursuant to chapter

216. The budget is not subject to change by the departnent
staff after it has been approved by the commission, but it
shall be transmtted to the Governor, as head of the
departnent, along with the budget of the departnent.

Section 3. Section 427.013, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

427.013 The Conmission for the Transportation
Di sadvant aged; purpose and responsibilities.--The purpose of
the commission is to review the status and operation of the

coordi nated transportati on system and recommend i nprovenents

to the Governor and Legi sl at ure aeccenpH-—sh—the—coordination—of
. . ded I .

carrying out this purpose, the comm ssion shall

9
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13 (1) £5) Serve as a clearinghouse for information about
14 | transportation di sadvant aged services, training, funding
15 | sources, innovations, and coordination efforts.
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19

20

21

22

23

24 (2) 3y Make an annual report to the Covernor, the
25| President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of
26 | Representatives by January 1 of each year

27 (a) The report nust include the annual budgets and
28 | actual expenditures for transportati on di sadvantaged services
29 | for each state agency, and the annual budgets and actua
30 | expenditures of each official planning agency, |oca

31| governnent, and directly federally funded agency.

11
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(b) The report nust include reviews of the

cost-effectiveness of |ocal coordinating boards, including

their comunity transportation coordi nators or other

providers. The conm ssion shall schedul e these reviews so that

each board is reviewed at | east once every 3 years. The report

shal | address the foll ow ng:

1. The extent to which the board, coordinator, or

provider is maxim zing the use of volunteer services.

2. The extent to which the board, coordinator, or

provider is maxim zing the use of resources for which federal

state, or |l ocal governnent agencies have already paid, such as

transit and fixed-route services.

3. The extent to which the board or coordi nator has

conpared the cost of its actual and proposed services with

t hose of | ocal nongovernnental transportation operators

serving the general public for trips of equal average trip

| engt h. Such conpari son may di stingui sh between the accessible

and nonaccessible trips but shall be without regard to other

special requirenents and, if the coordinator's or provider's

actual or proposed cost exceeds such private narket costs, the

extent to which the board or coordi nator has denonstrat ed

ei ther:
a. An essential public welfare concern that justifies

t he hi gher expenditure;

b. Its plans to bring its cost down to the |evel of

t he general nmarket; or

c. Its plan to access the general narket.

4., |f the board or coordi nator uses a system ot her

than the general market services, the extent to which such

system has been conpared in cost to nongeneral narket services

in conparable jurisdictions. Should the actual or proposed
12
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cost of the system exceed the cost of conparable systens, the

extent to which the board or coordi nator has denonstrat ed

ei ther:
a. An essential public welfare concern that justifies

t he hi gher expenditure; or

b. That it plans to reduce costs to or below the |evel

of conparabl e systens.

5. The extent to which the board has devel oped an

anti-fraud program whi ch provides a conprehensi ve and cost

effective anti-fraud strategy.

6. The extent to which the board has devel oped a

guality of service programthat provides a conprehensive and

effective quality of service assurance for clients of the

system
7. The extent to which the board has devel oped an

eligibility screening process that assures that only persons

neeting the statutory requirenents of federal and state | aw

are permtted to utilize the systemwith prioritization as to

need to the extent all owable by | aw.
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17 (3) £38) Coordi nate Bevetep an interagency uniform

18 | contracting and billing and accounting systemthat shall be
19 | used by all community transportati on coordinators and their
20 | transportati on operators.
21 (4) Participate in the devel opnent of the
22 | transportation di sadvantaged joint strategic plan pursuant to
23| s. 186.024.
24 (5) Adopt rules and procedures necessary to carry out
25| the provisions of ss. 427.011-427.017.
26 99— Dbevetop—antd—rmaintarn—a—transportation
27 | disatdvantaget—ratuat—
28 26— Dbesigh—and—devetoep—transportati-on—disadvantaged
29 | training—prograts—
30 2—~©Ceordinate—aH—transportation—disadvantaged
31 | prografns—wi-th—appropriate—state—tocat—andfederal—agencies

14
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Section 4. Section 427.0135, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

W N
o ©

427.0135 Agency purchasers of transportation

di sadvant aged servi ces Menber—depart+rents; duties and
15
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responsibilities.--Each agency purchasing transportation

di sadvant aged servi ces nmerber—departent—ia——carryrngout—the
potH—cies—and—procedures—oef—the—comm-sstonr-shal | :

(1)(a) Use the coordinated transportation system for

provi sion of services to its clients, unless each agency
departwent neets the criteria devel oped by the | oca
coordi nati ng board euttned—n—+ute to use an alternative
provi der.

(b) Subject to the provisions of s. 409.908(18), the
Medi cai d agency shall purchase transportati on services through

the comunity coordinated transportati on systemunless a nore
cost-effective method is determ ned by the agency for Medicaid
clients or unless otherwise limted or directed by the Genera
Appropri ations Act.

(2) Provide to the conm ssion, by Septenber 15 of each
year, an accounting of all funds spent as well as how nany
trips were purchased with agency funds.

(3) Assist conmunities in devel opi ng coordi nated
transportati on systens designed to serve the transportation
di sadvant aged.

(4) Assure that its rules, procedures, guidelines, and
directives are conducive to the coordination of transportation
funds and services for the transportati on di sadvant aged.

(5) Provide technical assistance, as needed, to
community transportation coordinators or transportation
operators or participating agencies.

Section 5. Section 427.015, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

427.015 Function of the netropolitan planning
organi zation or designated official planning agency in

16
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coordinating transportation for the transportation
di sadvant aged. - -
(1) The netropolitan planning organi zati on, or

regi onal planning council if no netropolitan planning

organi zation exists, shall assist in the coordination of

transportati on services provided to the transportation

di sadvant aged. The goal of this coordination is to assure the

cost-effective provision of transportation by qualified

transportati on coordi nators or transportati on operators for

the transportati on di sadvantaged wi thout any hias or

presunption in favor of multioperator systens or

not-for-profit transportati on operators over singl e-operator

systens or for-profit systens.|In devel oping the

transportation i nprovenent program each netropolitan planning
organi zation or designated official planning agency in this
state shall include a realistic estinate of the cost and
revenue that will be derived fromtransportation di sadvant aged
services in its area. The transportation inprovenent program
shall also identify transportation inprovenments that will be
advanced with such funds during the program period. Funds
required by this subsection to be included in the
transportation i nprovenent program shall only be included
after consultation with all affected agencies and shall only
be expended if such funds are included in the transportation
i mprovenent program

(2) Each netropolitan planning organization or
desi gnated official planning agency shall recommend to the
| ocal coordinating board eemyisstoenr a single community

transportati on coordi nator. The coordi nator may provide all or

a portion of needed transportation services for the

transportati on di sadvantaged but shall be responsible for the
17
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provi sion of those coordi nated servi ces. Baset—on—apptoved
eemm-sstor—evaluation—eriteria-The coordi nat or shal

subcontract or broker those services that are nost nmpre

cost-effectively and efficiently provided by subcontracting or
brokering. The performance of the coordi nator nust shatH- be
eval uated annually on the basis of based—on—the—ecomission—=s
approved evaluation criteria by the |ocal coordinating board

at—teast—anndvat-y. A copy of the eval uation nust shat- be

submitted to the netropolitan planni ng organi zation or the

desi gnated official planning agency, and the conmi ssion. Fhe

(3) Each netropolitan planning organization or
desi gnated official planning agency shall request each |oca
governnment in its jurisdiction to provide an estinate of al
| ocal and direct federal funds to be expended for
transportation for the di sadvantaged. The netropolitan
pl anni ng organi zation or designated official planning agency
shal |l consolidate this information into a single report and
forward it, by the beginning of each fiscal year, to the
Departnent of Transportation and the comi ssion.

Section 6. Section 427.0155, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

427.0155 Community transportation coordinators; powers
and duties.--Comunity transportation coordi nators shall have
the foll owing powers and duti es:

(1) Execute uniformcontracts for service using a
standard contract, which includes performance standards for
operators.

(2) Collect annual operating data for subnmittal to the
| ocal coordinating board and t he conmi ssion

18
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(3) Review all transportation operator contracts
annual | y.

(4) Approve and coordinate the utilization of schoo
bus and public transportation services in accordance with the
transportati on di sadvantaged service pl an.

(5) In cooperation with a |ocal funetiening
coordi nating board, review all applications for |oca
governnent, federal, and state transportation di sadvant aged
funds, and devel op cost-effective coordination strategies.

(6) tn—cooperation—wth,—antd—approvedby,—the
coordi-nating—board-Devel op, negotiate, inplenent, and nonitor
a menor andum of agreenent including a service plan for
approval by the local coordinating board—Ffer—stbmtta—to—the
CONm-SSton.

(7) . T r . I I I

. . I I L I . F I
Fransportation—bisatdvantaged,Establish priorities with regard

to the recipients of nonsponsored transportation di sadvant aged

services that are purchased with Transportati on D sadvant aged
Trust Fund noneys for approval by the |ocal coordinating

boar d.

(8) Have full responsibility for the delivery of
transportation services for the transportation di sadvant aged
as outlined in s. 427.015(2).

(9) In cooperation with the | ocal coordinating board,

establish productivity and perfornmance neasures which at a

m ni nrum nust i nclude those guidelines established in the

transportati on di sadvantaged joint strategic plan pursuant to
s. 186.024.

Section 7. Section 427.0156, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

19
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427.0156 Local coordi nating boards; organi zation

nenber shi p.--A |l ocal coordinating board shall be established

in each county. However, when agreed upon in witing by the

boards of county conmi ssions in each county to be covered in

the service area, nmulticounty |ocal coordinating boards nmay be

appointed. In a nulticounty service area, the witten

agreenent nust state the order in which the counties wll

rotate the position of chair and the length of tine for which

each county is to serve as chair of the |ocal coordinating

boar d.
(1) In the case of a single county board, the

nenbership of the |local coordinating board shall consist of

seven persons, each appointed for a termof 2 years by the

county conmmi ssion or equival ent county el ected governing

aut hority.
(2) In the case of a multicounty board, the nunber of

nmenbers of the |local coordinating board shall be fixed by the

written agreenent between counties establishing the board,

provi ded that nenbers nust be appointed by each county

conm ssion or equivalent county el ected governing authority

for a termof 2 years and each county shall be equally

represent ed

(3) Menbers of the local coordinating boards may be

county conmi ssioners or other |local elected officials and may

not be any of the following within 2 years prior to or during

their service on the |local coordinating board:

(a) A direct or indirect enpl oyee of any organi zation

providi ng transportation, dispatch, scheduling, coordination

consulting, or any related services as, through, or to a

community transportation coordinator

20
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1 (b) A direct or indirect enpl oyee of any federal

2| state, or local governnment or agency thereof, except that

3 | nenbers may be county conmi ssioners or other |ocal elected

4| officials;

5 (c) Adirect or indirect enployee of any community

6 | transportation coordinator, netropolitan planning

7 | organi zation, regional planning council; or

8 (d) An officer, director, or representative of any

9 | advocacy group representing any clients, providers, or

10 | participants in the coordinated transportati on system

11 (4) The local coordinating board shall el ect one of
12 | its nenbers to serve as chair and one as vice chair, annually.
13 Section 8. Section 427.0157, Florida Statutes, is

14 | anended to read:

15 427.0157 Local coordinating boards; powers and

16 | duties.--The purpose of each |ocal coordinating board is to
17 | devel op | ocal service needs and priorities and to provide

18 | oversi ght inafermation—atviee,-and direction to the comunity
19 | transportation coordinators on the coordi nati on of services to
20| be provided to the transportation di sadvantaged. TFhe

21

22

23

24

25

26

27 | under—thi-s—seeti+on— Each board shall neet at |east quarterly
28 | and shall:

29 (1) Devel op policies and procedures for the

30 | coordination of |ocal governnent, federal, and state fundi ng
31| for the transportation di sadvant aged.

21
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(2) Assure that all procedures, guidelines, and

di rectives issued by purchasing agencies are conducive to the

coordi nati on of transportation services.

(3)(a) Assure that agencies purchase all trips within

the coordi nated system unless they use a nore cost-effective

al ternative provider.

(b) Establish criteria and procedures for purchasing

agencies to use if they wish to use an alternative provider

The provider nmust denpnstrate either that the proposed

alternative provider can provide a trip of acceptable quality

for the clients at a |lower cost than that provided within the

coordi nated systemor that the coordi nated system cannot

accommpdat e the agency's clients.

(4) Devel op standards covering coordi nation

operation, costs, and utilization of transportation

di sadvant aged servi ces.

(5) Appoint the community transportation coordi nator

Sel ection of the community transportati on coordi nator nust be

acconpl i shed through conpetitive bidding or proposals in

accordance with chapter 287. Wen purchasing transportation

di sadvant aged services, each community transportation

coordi nator nust conply with the conpetitive procurenent

procedures contained in chapter 287.

(6) > Revi ew and approve the coordinated community
transportati on di sadvantaged service plan, including the
nmenor andum of agreenent, with the comunity transportation

coor di nat or . pri-or—to—stbittat—to—the—comm-sston-

(7) 2 Eval uate services provided in neeting the

approved pl an. -
(8)3) In cooperation with the community

transportati on coordi nator, revi ew antd—providereconrendations
22

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 CS/ HB 4699
192-998- 98

1 | te—the—comm-sston—on fundi ng applications affecting the

2 | transportation di sadvant aged. -

3 (9) t4)y Assist the community transportation coordinator
4] in establishing priorities and client eligibility criteria

5| with regard to the recipients of nonsponsored transportation
6 | di sadvant aged services that are purchased with Transportation
7 | D sadvant aged Trust Fund npneys.

8 (10) £5; Review the coordination strategies of service

9| provision to the transportation di sadvantaged in the

10 | desi gnated service area.;—ant

11 (11) ¢6) Evaluate nul ticounty or regiona

12 | transportati on opportunities.

13 Section 9. Section 427.0159, Florida Statutes, is

14 | anended to read:

15 427.0159 Transportation Di sadvantaged Trust Fund. --
16 (1) There is established in the State Treasury the

17 | Transportation Di sadvantaged Trust Fund to be admnini stered by
18 | the Conmission for the Transportation Di sadvantaged. Al fees
19 | collected for the transportati on di sadvantaged program under
20| s. 320.03(9) shall be deposited in the trust fund.

21 (2) Funds deposited in the trust fund shall be

22 L . .

23 | used to fund grants for operational, planning, and

24 | mat ch-requi rement expenses associated with the provision of
25 | transportati on di sadvant aged servi ces carfry—out—the

26 | responsitbitties—oef—the—commssion and to fund the

27 | admini strative expenses of the conmm ssion

28 (3) The Conmission for the Transportation

29 | Di sadvantaged, in consultation with |ocal coordinating boards
30 | representing rural and urban coordi nated systens, shal

31| determine a fair and equitable grant distribution fornula for

23
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1| transportati on di sadvantaged funds. The formula nust include a
2 | base allocation for each county and nay address, but is not
3|llimted to, the foll ow ng vari abl es:

4 (a) The average trip |ength.

5 (b) The ratio of |lowincome population to total county
6 | popul ati on.

7 (c) The nunber of nedical trips perforned.

8 (d) The nunber of trips per vehicle mle.

9 (e) The availability of nmass transit.

10 (4) Local coordinating boards shall deternine the

11 | prioritization utilization of such grant funds recei ved

12 | pursuant to the allocation forrmula. The | ocal boards shall not
13 | be responsible to the comi ssion regardi ng the expenditure of
14 | such funds except to assure that they are expended for the

15 | pur poses expressed in subsection (2).Funds—depostted—in—the
16 | trust—fund—ray—beused—by—the—conmm-sston—to—subsidize—a

23 | Brsatdvantaget—

24 Section 10. Section 427.016, Florida Statutes, is

25| anended to read:

26 427.016 Expenditure of |ocal governnent, state, and

27 | federal funds for the transportation di sadvantaged. - -

28 (1)(a) Al transportation di sadvantaged funds expended
29 | within—the—state shall be expended to purchase transportation

30 | services fromconmunity transportation coordinators or public,
31| private, or private nonprofit transportation operators within

24
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the coordinated transportati on system except when the rates
charged by proposed alternate operators are deternined by a

| ocal coordinating board preven—ptrsuant—to—+utes—generated
by—the—Comri-sston—for—the—Transportation—brsadvantagedt o be

nore cost-effective and are not a risk to the public health,

safety, or welfare. However, in areas where transportation
suited to the unique needs of a transportation di sadvant aged
person cannot be purchased t hrough the coordi nated system or
where the agency has net the rute criteria established by a

| ocal coordinating board for using an alternative provider

the service may be contracted for directly by the appropriate
agency.

(b) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to
limt or preclude the Medicaid agency from establishing
maxi nrum f ee schedul es, individualized rei nbursenent policies
by provider type, negotiated fees, conpetitive bidding, or any
ot her nmechani smthat the agency considers efficient and
effective for the purchase of services on behalf of Medicaid
clients. State and |ocal agencies shall not contract for any
transportati on di sadvant aged services, including Medicaid
rei mbursabl e transportation services, with any community
transportati on coordi nator or transportation operator that has
been deternined by the Agency for Health Care Adninistration
the Departnent of Legal Affairs Medicaid Fraud Control Unit,
or any state or federal agency to have engaged in any abusive
or fraudulent billing activities.

(2) Each agency purchasing transportation
di sadvant aged servi ces;—whether—or—not—it—+s—anenber—oef—the
Conmi-sston—ftor—the—TFtransportation—brsadvantaged,shal | inform

the commission in witing, before the beginning of each fisca

year, of the specific anpbunt of any noney the agency all ocated
25
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for transportation di sadvantaged services. Additionally, each
state agency and WAGES coal ition shall, by Septenber 15 of

each year, provide the conmm ssion with an accounting of the
actual amount of funds expended and the total nunber of trips
pur chased, whether purchased through the community

transportati on coordi nator or sone other provider

(3) Each netropolitan planning organization or
desi gnated official planning agency shall annually conpile a
report accounting for all local government and direct federa
funds for transportation for the disadvantaged expended in its
jurisdiction and forward this report by Septenber 15 to the
conmi ssi on.

Section 11. Section 186.024, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

186. 024 Transportation services to the transportation

di sadvant aged program |egislative findings and intent;

strategic plan; interagency agreenent; agency

responsibilities.--

(1) The Legislature finds and declares that it is

necessary to inplenent a cost-effective and coordi nat ed

program for providing transportation services to the

transportati on di sadvantaged in order to provide quality

services to Florida's transportati on di sadvantaged citi zens.

The Legislature further finds that, in order to develop a

cost-effective and coordi nated system anong all state agencies

and | ocal governnents, elimnation of duplication of effort

anong pur chasi ng agencies and carefully planned interagency

cooperation are of primary inportance.

(2) The Departnent of Transportation, Departnment of

Elderly Affairs, Departnent of Children and Fanily Services,

Departnent of Health, Departnent of Juvenile Justice,
26
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Departnent of Labor and Enpl oynent Security, the Agency for

Heal th Care Administration, and the Conmni ssion for the

Transportati on D sadvantaged shall cooperatively prepare a

joint strategic plan relating to cost-effective delivery of

services to the transportation di sadvantaged. The pl an shal

include, but not be limted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) ldentification of the programor unit within each

agency which has the responsibility for delivering services to

the transportati on di sadvantaged, and an accounting of funds

appropriated and spent for transportation di sadvant aged

servi ces by each agency.

(b) ldentification of strategies for coordination of

transportati on services on an interagency basis and a

description of interagency progress on inplenentation of

coordi nating strategies.

(c) ldentification of strategies for elininating

duplication and fragnentati on of services on an interagency

basis and a description of interagency progress on

i npl erenti ng such strategi es.

(d) ldentification of strategies to i nprove delivery

of transportation services for the transportation

di sadvantaged at the local |evel, including coordination and

i ntegration of transportation services, provisions for the

devel opnent of public and private partnerships for the

conti nuum of services, and incentive prograns to reward | oca

transportati on di sadvantaged prograns that realize a cost

savi ngs.
(e) ldentification of barriers inpacting

i npl erentation of strategies and activities to provide

cost-effective and coordi nated transportation services to the

transportati on di sadvant aged.

27
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(f) ldentification of nethods of conparing program

costs and ot her perfornmance neasures, and identification of

st andar di zed reporting procedures to enhance data coll ection

and anal ysis on an interagency basis.

(g) Recommendations, if any, for legislative,

adm ni strative, or budgetary changes. Budgetary changes shal

i ncl ude reconmendati ons regardi ng a consol i dati on and pooling

of all transportation di sadvantaged service funds, including

federal funds specifically allocated for social and econonic

assi stance (Medicaid). Such budget reconmendations shall be

consistent with the goals of the joint strategic plan and with

t he conti nuum of conprehensi ve services.

(h) Strategies to ensure that agencies purchase trips

within the coordi nated system unless they use a nore

cost-effective alternative provider approved by the | oca

coordi nating board

(i) Strategies to ensure that all procedures,

gui deli nes, and directives issued by agencies are conducive to

t he coordination of transportation services.

(j) Ildentification of mninumcriteria covering

coordi nation, operation, costs, and utilization of

transportati on di sadvant aged servi ces.

(k) ldentification of mininmumquality assurance and

per f ormance eval uati on guidelines for use by |ocal

coordi nating boards in assessing services contracted for by an

agency, and those provided by a comunity transportation

coordi nator and transportation operators.

(3) The entities designated in subsection (2) shal

forward the joint strategic plan described in this section to

t he Executive Ofice of the Governor in the sane manner as

provided in s. 186.022 for agency strategic plans. The joint
28
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1| strategic plan shall be prepared, reviewed, and subnitted to
2| the Legislature in accordance with s. 186.022(1)-(7). At |east
3| biennially, the entities shall readdress the joint strategic
4| plan subnitted pursuant to this section and nake

5| recomendati ons for changes to the Executive Ofice of the

6 | Governor.

7 (4) The Departnent of Transportation shall be the |ead
8 | agency to ensure the devel opnent of the joint strategic plan
9] and i npl enentation through a joint interagency agreenent.

10 (5) The entities described in subsection (2) shal

11 | designate appropri ate agency personnel to carry out

12 | interagency responsibilities for devel oping the joint

13 | strategic plan and joint interagency agreenent and for

14 | coordinating and nonitoring i nplenentation of the

15| transportation services to the transportati on di sadvant aged
16 | program

17 Section 12. This act shall take effect October 1 of
18 | the year in which enacted.

19
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