Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 4747

By the Committee on Colleges & Universities and
Represent ati ve Casey

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Florida Bright Futures

3 Schol arshi p Program anendi ng s. 240. 40201

4 F.S.; providing responsibilities of schoo

5 principals; revising provisions relating to

6 payrment for awards; anending s. 240.40202,

7 F.S.; providing additional student eligibility
8 requirenments for an initial award; anending s.
9 240. 40205, F.S.; revising student eligibility
10 requirements for receipt of a Florida Acadenic
11 Schol ars award; specifying fees for which

12 payrment nay be nade; anending s. 240. 40206,

13 F.S.; revising student eligibility requirenents
14 for receipt of a Florida Merit Schol ars award;
15 speci fying fees for which paynent may be nmde;
16 anendi ng s. 240.40207, F.S.; restricting the

17 use of a Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars
18 awar d; specifying fees for which paynment nay be
19 made; revising provisions relating to transfer
20 of awards and providing requirenents; anending
21 s. 240.40208, F.S., to conform providing an

22 ef fective date.

23

24| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
25

26 Section 1. Subsections (3) and (5) of section
27 | 240. 40201, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

28 240. 40201 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship
29 | Program - -

30 (3) The Departnent of Education shall adm nister the
31| Bright Futures Schol arship Program according to rules and
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1| procedures established by the Conmi ssioner of Education. A

2| single application nust be sufficient for a student to apply
3| for any of the three types of awards. The departnent nust

4 | advertise the availability of the schol arship program and nust
5] notify students, teachers, parents, guidance counselors, and
6 | principals or other relevant school adm nistrators of the

7| criteria and application procedures. The departnent nust begin
8| this process of notification no later than January 1 of each
9| year. Principals are responsible for ensuring that gui dance
10 | counsel ors or other rel evant school administrators adequately
11 | advi se students regarding the options available to the student
12 | through the Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program

13 (5)(a) Followi ng the drop/add period each senester, an
14 | education institution shall certify to the departnent the

15| award anount necessary for each student eligible to receive an
16 | award. Upon receipt of the certifications, the departnment

17 | shall transnit paynent for the awards to the president or the
18 | director of the institution or the designee of the president
19 | or the director. the—departrent—shaH—ssuve—awards—f+rom-the

20 i y y By

21

22

23

24 ey I I . . . . " I

25 i '

26

27

28

29

30

31

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 4747
184- 274A- 98

1 | agde—pert+oti-An i nstitution ts—hot—reqguiret—toreevatuate—or

2 | revise—a—student—s—eHgibiHty——status—but nust nake a refund
3|to the departnent if a student who receives an award

4 | di sbursenent term nates enrollnment for any reason during an

5] acadenmic termand a refund is pernmitted by the institution's
6 | refund policy.

7 (b) An institution that receives funds fromthe

8 | programshall certify to the departnment the anmount of funds

9| di sbursed to each student and shall renmt to the departnent

10 | any undi sbursed advances within 60 days after the end of

11 | regul ar registration

12 (c) Each institution that receives noneys through this
13 | program shall prepare an annual report that includes an

14 | i ndependent external audit or an audit prepared by the Ofice
15| of the Auditor General. The report shall include an audit of
16 | the institution's adm nistration of the programand a conplete
17 | accounting of the noneys for the program This report nust be
18 | subnmitted to the departnent annually by March 1. The

19 | departnent nmay conduct its own annual audit of an

20| institution's adnministration of the program The depart nent

21| may request a refund of any npneys overpaid to the institution
22| for the program The departnment may suspend or revoke an

23| institution's eligibility to receive future noneys for the

24 | programif the departnent finds that an institution has not

25| complied with this section. The institution nust remt within
26 | 60 days any refund requested in accordance with this

27 | subsecti on.

28 Section 2. Paragraph (g) is added to subsection (1) of
29 | section 240.40202, Florida Statutes, to read:

30 240. 40202 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program
31| student eligibility requirenents for initial awards.--
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(1) To be eligible for an initial award from any of
the three types of schol arshi ps under the Florida Bright
Futures Schol arship Program a student nust:

(g) Subnit to the United States Departnent of
Education a conpleted Free Application for Federal Student A d

and permt release of the information to the state.

Section 3. Subsections (1) and (2) of section
240. 40205, Florida Statutes, as anmended by chapter 97-379,
Laws of Florida, are anended to read

240. 40205 Florida Acadenic Schol ars award. - -

(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Acadenic
Scholars award if the student neets the general eligibility
requirenents for the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship
Program and t he student:

(a) Has achieved a 3.5 weighted grade point average as
cal cul ated pursuant to s. 240.40202, or its equivalent, in
hi gh school courses that are adopted by the Board of Regents
and recommended by the State Board of Comrunity Coll eges as
col | ege- preparatory acadeni c courses:and

tb)y has attained at |east a the score of 1270
rdenti-Hed—by—+ules—ofthebepartrwent—of—Education on the
conbi ned verbal and quantitative parts of the Sechetastie
Apti-tude—Fest—the—Sehoetastiec—Assessrenrt—Test—or—the
recentered Schol astic Assessnent Test of the Coll ege Entrance
Exami nation, e+ an equival ent score on the Anerican Coll ege
Testing Program or an equival ent score on an equival ent test

as deternm ned by the Departnent of Education; or

(b) te) Has attended a home education program accordi ng
to s. 232.02(4) during grades 11 and 12 or has conpleted the
I nternational Baccal aureate curriculumbut failed to earn the
I nternational Baccal aureate Di pl oma, and has attai ned at | east
4
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a the score of 1270 tdent+fed—by+utes—of—the bBepartrent—of

Edueat+onr on the conbi ned verbal and quantitative parts of the
hol . . I _— hol . ’

the recentered Schol astic Assessnent Test of the Coll ege

Entrance Exami nation, er an equival ent score on the Anerican

Col | ege Testing Program or an equival ent score on an

equi val ent test as determ ned by the Departnent of Education

or
(c) td)y Has been awarded an International Baccal aureate
Di ploma fromthe International Baccal aureate Office; or
(d) fe) Has been recogni zed by the nmerit or achi evenent
prograns of the National Merit Schol arship Corporation as a
schol ar or finalist.

Ef fective with the 1998-1999 school year, a student nust

conpl ete a program of conmunity service work, as approved by
the district school board or the adm nistrators of a nonpublic
school, which shall include a m ni rumof 75 hours of service
work and require the student to identify a social problemthat
interests himor her, develop a plan for his or her persona

i nvol venrent in addressing the problem and, through papers or
ot her presentations, evaluate and reflect upon his or her
experi ence.

(2) A Florida Acadenmic Scholar who is enrolled in a
publ i c postsecondary education institution is eligible for an
award equal to the anount required to pay registration
matreutat+on,f ees;-and $600 for coll ege-rel ated expenses
annual ly. A student who is enrolled in a nonpublic

post secondary education institution is eligible for an award
equal to the anmpunt that would be required to pay for the
average regi strati on mat+r+eutation—and fees of a public

5
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1| postsecondary education institution at the conparable |evel,

2| plus the annual $600. For purposes of this award, registration
3| fees at a public postsecondary education institution include

4] the following fees if authorized by the Legi slature and

5| assessed by the institution: matriculation fee, financial aid
6| fee, building fee, capital inprovenent fee, health fee

7] athletic fee, activity and service fee, and technol ogy fee.

8 Section 4. Subsections (1) and (2) of section

9 | 240. 40206, Florida Statutes, as amended by chapter 97-379,

10 | Laws of Florida, are anended to read:

11 240. 40206 Florida Merit Schol ars award. - -

12 (1) A student is eligible for a Florida Merit Scholars
13| award if the student neets the general eligibility

14 | requirenents for the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship

15| Program and the student:

16 (a) Has achieved a wei ghted grade point average of 3.0
17 | as cal cul ated pursuant to s. 240.40202, or the equivalent, in
18 | hi gh school courses that are adopted by the Board of Regents
19 | and reconmended by the State Board of Community Col |l eges as

20 | col | ege-preparatory acadeni c courses:and

21 tb)y has attained at |east the score identified by

22 | rul es of the Departnent of Education on the conbi ned verba

23| and quantitative parts of the Scholastic Aptitude Test, the

24 | Schol asti c Assessnment Test, or the recentered Schol astic

25 | Assessnent Test of the Coll ege Entrance Exanination, or an

26 | equi val ent score on the Anmerican Col | ege Testing Program or
27 | for any student who graduates from high school in or after

28 | 2001, a score of at |east 1100 on the recentered Schol astic

29 | Assessnent Test or its equival ent as determi ned by the

30 | Departnent of Education; or

31
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(b) ter Has—attended—ahorre—education—programaccoraing

to—s—23202(4)—duritng—ogrades—tt—and—312—o+ Has conpleted the

International Baccal aureate curriculumbut failed to earn the

I nternational Baccal aureate Di pl oma;-and has attai ned at | east
the score identified by rules of the Departnent of Education
on the conbined verbal and quantitative parts of the

Schol astic Aptitude Test, the Schol astic Assessnent Test, or
the recentered Schol astic Assessnent Test of the Coll ege
Entrance Exami nation, or an equival ent score on the Anerican
Col | ege Testing Program or for any student who graduates from

hi gh school in or after 2001, a score of at least 1100 on the

recentered Schol astic Assessment Test or its equival ent as

determ ned by the Departnent of Education; or

(c) Has conpleted a coll ege-preparatory curricul um

t hrough a regi stered hone education program and has attai ned a

score of 970 on the conbined verbal and quantitative parts of
the Scholastic Aptitude Test, the Schol astic Assessnent Test,
or the recentered Schol astic Assessnent Test of the Coll ege

Entrance Exami nation, or an equival ent score on the Anerican

Col |l ege Testing Program Eligibility shall be deternmined in

the sanme nmanner as for public school students. For students

whose parents do not docunent a coll ege-preparatory

curriculum a score of 1070 on the conbi ned verbal and

guantitative parts of the Schol astic Aptitude Test, the

Schol astic Assessnent Test, or the recentered Schol astic

Assessnent Test of the Coll ege Entrance Exam nation, or an

equi val ent score on the Anerican Coll ege Testing Program

shall be required for award eligibility. For students who

conpl ete a hone education programin or after 2001, a score of

1100 on the conbined verbal and quantitative parts of the

recentered Schol astic Assessnent Test of the Coll ege Entrance
7
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Exani nation, or an equival ent score on the Anerican Coll ege

Testing Program shall be required for this award.

(2) A Florida Merit Scholar is eligible for an award
equal to the anpbunt required to pay 75 percent of registration
matreutat+on—and fees, if the student is enrolled in a public
post secondary education institution. A student who is enrolled

in a nonpublic postsecondary education institution is eligible
for an award equal to the ampbunt that would be required to pay
75 percent of the registration mat+ricutatton—and fees of a
publ i c postsecondary education institution at the conparabl e

| evel. For purposes of this award, registration fees at a

publ i c postsecondary education institution include the

following fees if authorized by the Legislature and assessed

by the institution: matriculation fee, financial aid fee,

buil ding fee, capital inprovenent fee, health fee, athletic

fee, activity and service fee, and technol ogy fee.
Section 5. Section 240.40207, Florida Statutes, as
anended by chapter 97-379, Laws of Florida, is amended to

read:

240. 40207 Florida Gold Seal Vocational Schol ars
award. --The Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars award is
created within the Florida Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program
to recogni ze and reward academ ¢ achi evenent and vocati ona
preparation by high school students who wish to continue their
education. Effective fall 1999, a Florida Gold Seal Vocationa
Schol ars award may not be used at a baccal aureate

degree-granting institution unless the award is a renewal of

an initial award issued prior to fall 1999.
(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Gold Seal
Vocational Scholars award if the student neets the genera

8
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1| eligibility requirenents for the Florida Bright Futures

2 | Schol arshi p Program and the student:

3 (a) Conpletes the secondary school portion of a

4 | sequential program of studies that requires at |east three

5| secondary school vocational credits taken over at |east 2

6 | acadenic years, and is continued in a planned, related

7 | postsecondary education program |f the student's school does
8 | not offer such a two-plus-two or tech-prep program the

9 | student nust conplete a job-preparatory career education

10 | program sel ected by the Cccupati onal Forecasting Conference or
11 | the Workforce Devel opnent Board of Enterprise Florida for its
12 | ability to provide high-wage enploynent in an occupation with
13 | high potential for enploynent opportunities. On-the-job

14 | training may not be substituted for any of the three required
15 | vocational credits.

16 (b) Denonstrates readi ness for postsecondary education
17 | by earning a passing score on the Florida College Entry Level
18 | Pl acenent Test or its equivalent as identified by the

19 | Departnent of Educati on.

20 (c) Earns a mninmum cunul ati ve wei ghted grade point

21| average of 3.0, as calculated pursuant to s. 240.40202, on al
22 | subjects required for a standard hi gh school diplong,

23 | excluding el ective courses.

24 (d) Earns a mini mum unwei ghted grade poi nt average of
251 3.5 on a 4.0 scale for secondary vocational courses conpri sing
26 | the vocational program

27 (e) Conpletes the requirenments of a vocational -ready
28 | di pl oma program as defined by rules of the State Board of

29 | Educati on.

30 (2) A Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholar is eligible
31| for an award equal to the ampunt required to pay 75 percent of
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regi strati on mat+riewtation—and fees, if the student is
enrolled in a public postsecondary education institution. A

student who is enrolled in a nonpublic postsecondary education
institution is eligible for an award equal to the anount that
woul d be required to pay 75 percent of the registration

matreutaton—and—rrandatery fees of a public postsecondary

education institution at the conparable | evel. For purposes of

this award, registration fees at a public postsecondary

education institution include the following fees if authorized

by the Legi sl ature and assessed by the institution:

matriculation fee, financial aid fee, building fee, capita

i nprovenent fee, health fee, athletic fee, activity and

service fee, and technol ogy fee.

(3) To be eligible for a renewal award as a Fl orida
Gol d Seal Vocational Scholar, a student nust nmaintain the
equi val ent of a grade point average of 2.75 on a 4.0 scale for
al | postsecondary education work attenpted, with an
opportunity for reinstatenent one tine as provided in this
act .

(4) A student may earn a Florida Gold Seal Vocationa
Schol arship for 110 percent of the nunber of credit hours

required to conplete the program up to 90 credit hours or the
equi val ent . AFtrorida—GCotd—Seal—Sechotar—who—has—a—ecurtative

10
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(5) Upon successful conpletion of a postsecondary

educati on program pursuant to paragraph (1)(a), an award

reci pient who neets the renewal criteria in subsection (3) and

enrolls in an associ ate or baccal aureate degree program at an

el i gi bl e postsecondary education institutionis eligible to

transfer to the Florida Merit Schol ars award conponent of the

Bri ght Futures Schol arship Program All other provisions of

t hat conponent of the program apply.
Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 240.40208,
Florida Statutes, as anended by chapter 97-379, Laws of

Fl orida, is anended to read:

240. 40208 Eigibility for the Florida Bright Futures
Schol arship Program transition.--

(1) A student who graduates from high school in 1997
or earlier and who is eligible for the Florida Undergraduate
Schol ar's Program pursuant to s. 240.402 is eligible for the
Fl orida Acadenmi c Scholars award as provided in this act. A
student who graduates from high school in 1998 or 1999 is
eligible for the Florida Academ ¢ Scholars award if the
student neets the criteria in s. 240.40205. However, in |lieu
of satisfying the requirenents set forth in s. 240.40205(1)(a)
ant—(b), a student nay neet the following criteria:

(a) Conplete a programof at least 24 credits in
advanced- | evel studies as prescribed by the State Board of
Education, including as a m ni num

1. Four years of progressively advanced instruction in
| anguage arts, including courses in English conposition and
literature.

2. Four years of progressively advanced instruction in
sci ence, including |aboratory courses in biology, chemstry,
and physics where |aboratory facilities are avail abl e.

11
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3. Four years of progressively advanced instruction in
mat hemati cs, including courses in algebra, geonetry, and
calculus or trigonometry.

4. Two years of sequential foreign | anguage.

5. One year of instruction in art and nusic or in
either art or music.

6. Three years of instruction in social studies,

i ncludi ng courses in Anerican history and governnent, world
hi story, and conparative political and econonic systens.

7. One year of instruction in health and physica
education to include assessnent, inprovenent, and nmi ntenance
of personal fitness.

(b) OCbtain at |east the equivalent of an unwei ghted
grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale for all courses
taken for which high school credit nmay be granted.

(c) Achieve a score of 1180 on the conbi ned verbal and
guantitative parts of the Schol astic Aptitude Test, the
Schol astic Assessnent Test, or the recentered Schol astic
Assessnent Test of the Col |l ege Entrance Exam nation, or an
equi val ent score on the Anerican Coll ege Testing Program or an
equi val ent program

(d) Conplete a program of community service work, as
approved by the district school board or the adninistrators of
a nonpublic school, which shall include a mninmmof 75 hours
of service work and require the student to identify a social
problemthat interests himor her, develop a plan for his or
her personal involvenent in addressing the problem and,

t hrough papers or other presentations, evaluate and refl ect
upon his or her experience.

12
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1| Students who graduate from high school after 1999 nust neet

2| the eligibility criteria pursuant to s. 240.40205.

3 Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1 of the

4 | year in which enacted.

5
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7 HOUSE SUMVARY

8 Anmends provisions of the Florida Bright Futures

9 Schol arship Programto; provide responsibilities of
school principals; revise student eligibility

10 requirenents for receipt of awards; révise provisions

1| e Rhngaho. Payment jof puards and fees, for ihich payment

12 revise requirenents for certain transfers.
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