Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 4825

By the Conmittee on Civil Justice & Cains and
Representatives Warner, Thrasher, Ritter, C enpons, Cosgrove,
Byrd and Bradl ey

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the judiciary; anending s.

3 26.031, F.S.; increasing the nunber of judges

4 in specified judicial circuits; anending s.

5 34.022, F.S.; increasing the nunber of judges

6 in specified county courts; anending s. 318.32

7 F.S.; revising duties of traffic infraction

8 hearing officers; anmending s. 318.37, F.S.

9 providi ng for annual funding of the G vi
10 Traffic Infraction Hearing Officer Programin
11 speci fi ed counties; providing appropriations;
12 providing for the devel opnent of a casel oad
13 wei ghting system providing for a report;
14 providing effective dates.
15
16 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
17
18 Section 1. Section 26.031, Florida Statutes, as
19 | anrended by chapter 97-257, Laws of Florida, is anmended to
20 | read:
21 26.031 Judicial circuits; nunber of judges.--The
22 | nunber of circuit judges in each circuit shall be as follows:
23
24 | JUDICIAL CCRCU T TOTAL
25 (1) First.. . 19
26 (2) Second. .......... .. e e 12
27 (3) Third. ... .. e 65
28 (4) Fourth. ... ... . . . e 3029
29 (5) Fifth . .. . 20
30 (B6) Sixth. ... .. 3937
31 (7) Seventh........ ... .. .. e 21
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1 (8) Eighth... ... . . . . 10
2 (9) Ninth. ... .. 3433
3 (10) Tenth. .. ... 1918
4 (11) Eleventh. . ... ... . . .. 70
5 (12) Twelfth. ... 1817
6 (13) Thirteenth....... ... .. . . . . . 3433
7 (14) Fourteenth....... ... . .. . . 9
8 (15) Fifteenth. ... .. ... . . . . . 31
9 (16) Sixteenth.......... ... .. i e, 4

10 (17) Seventeenth.......... .. .. .. .. . i 4746

11 (18) Eighteenth.......... ... ... . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 222t

12 (19) Nineteenth......... ... ... . . . . . . . . . .. 1413

13 (20) Twentieth.......... .. .. . . . i 2126

14 Section 2. Section 34.022, Florida Statutes, as

15 | anmended by chapter 97-257, Laws of Florida, is anended to

16 | read:

17 34.022 Nunber of county court judges for each

18 | county. --The nunber of county court judges in each county

19 | shall be as foll ows:

20

21 | COUNTY TOTAL

22 (1) Alachua.......... .. e e 5

23 (2) Baker.......... .. e 1

24 (3)  Bay. . ... e 3

25 (4) Bradford......... .. .. .. .. e 1

26 (B) Brevard............ .. e 7

27 (6) Broward............ .. 2625

28 (7) Calhoun......... . .. .. e 1

29 (8) Charlotte..... ... ... e 2

30 (9) GtruUS. .. e e e e 1

31 (10)  Cay. .o 2
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1 (11) Collier.... ... e e e 3
2 (12) Colunbia........ ... . . . e 1
3 (13) Dade. . ...t 41
4 (14) DeSOt 0. ..t ittt e 1
5 (15) DiXi .o e e e 1
6 (16) Duval ........ 1443
7 (17) Escanbia.......... .. .. .. e 5
8 (18) Flagler. ... ... e e e 1
9 (19) Franklin. . ... ... .. . e 1
10 (20) Gadsden. .......... .. e 1
11 (21) Glchrist.. ... . . . e 1
12 (22) QA ades. . ... e e 1
13 (23) QI .. 1
14 (24) Hamilton. . ... ... .. 1
15 (25) Hardee....... ... . . e 1
16 (26) Hendry. ....... .. e 1
17 (27) Hernando. . .......... .. .. e 1
18 (28) Highlands.......... ... . . .. 1
19 (29) Hillsborough....... ... ... ... .. .. .. . . . .. .. . ... 1413
20 (30) HolmBes. ... 1
21 (31) Indian R Ver........ ... 2
22 (32) JacKkson. . ....... ... e e 1
23 (33) Jdefferson........... .. e 1
24 (34) Lafayette...... ... . e 1
25 (35) Lake. . ... 2
26 (36)  LBE. .ot 6
27 (37)  Leon. . ... e 4
28 (38)  LeVY. .o 1
29 (39) Liberty. ... ... . e e 1
30 (40) Madi SON. ... ... e e 1
31 (41) MBNAt €E. . ... i e 3
3
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1 (42) MBI ON. .o e e e e e 3
2 (43) MArtin. ... e e 2
3 (44)  MONI OB, . .o e e e e 4
4 (45) NaSSaAU. . ..ot i i e e e e 1
5 (46) COKal 00Sa. .. ...t e 2
6 (47) Ckeechobee. . ... ... e 1
7 (48) Orange. .. ... e e 14
8 (49) Gsceola. ... ..o e 3
9 (50) PalmBeach........... ... .. . . . . . . 17
10 (B1) PasCoO. ... e e 3
11 (52) Pinellas........ ... 13
12 (53) Pol K. ... .. 76
13 (54) Putnam ......... .. . . e 1
14 (55) St. Johns....... ... .. .. .. e 2
15 (56) St. LUCie...... .. . e e 3
16 (57) Santa RoSa.............. i, 2
17 (58) Sarasota.............iiiiii e e 4
18 (59) Seminole....... ... ... e 5
19 (B0)  SUNt I . ... e 1
20 (B1)  SUWANNEE. . . .ottt e e e e e e e 1
21 (62) Tayl or. ... e 1
22 (B3) Union. ... ... e e 1
23 (64) Volusia......... ... 9
24 (65) Makulla. . ... ... 1
25 (66) MAltoON. ... .. e 1
26 (67) Mashington............. . ... 1
27 Section 3. The judges filling new offices created by
28 | this act shall be appointed and shall take office on April 1,
29 | 1999.

30 Section 4. Section 318.32, Florida Statutes, is

31 | anended to read
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318.32 Jurisdiction; limtations.--

(1) Hearing officers shall be enpowered to accept
pl eas from and decide the guilt or innocence of any person
adult or juvenile, charged with any civil traffic infraction
and shall be enpowered to adjudi cate or withhold adjudication
of guilt in the sane manner as a county court judge under the
statutes, rules, and procedures presently existing or as
subsequent|ly anended, except that hearing officers shall not:

(a) Have the power to hold a defendant in contenpt of
court, but shall be pernitted to file a notion for order of
contenpt with the appropriate state trial court judge;

(b) Hear a case involving an accident resulting in
iAjury—er death; or

(c) Hear a crinmnal traffic offense case or a case
involving a civil traffic infraction issued in conjunction
with a crinmnal traffic offense

(2) This section does not prohibit a county court
judge from exercising concurrent jurisdiction with a civil
traffic hearing officer

(3) Upon the request of the defendant contained in a
Noti ce of Appearance or a witten plea, the case shall be
assigned to a county court judge regularly assigned to hear
traffic matters.

Section 5. Section 318.37, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

318.37 Funding.--1n any county electing to establish a
Civil Traffic Infraction Hearing Oficer Program under ss.
318.30-318.38 the court shall develop a plan for its
i mpl erentation and shall submit the plan to the Ofice of the
State Courts Administrator. The state shall provide annua

funds on a 50-50 matching basis to establish the Cvil Traffic
5
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Infraction Hearing Oficer Programin any county with three or

nore county judges. The naxi num annual matching grant for any

county participating in the programshall be deternined by

di vidi ng the nunmber of county judges in the county by five and

nmultiplying the result by $25, 000. Funds for the program are

to be used for hearing officer salaries, which nmay not exceed
$50 per hour, and other necessary expenses such as hearing
officer training, office rental, furniture, and admi nistrative
staff salaries. The state matching funds shall be paid to the

county as a grant-in-aid in accordance with policies necessary

to inplenent this section established by the Ofice of the

State Courts Administrator. Any county electing to establish

such a program shall provide such other the funds as are
necessary to operate the program

Section 6. A total of $725,000 in recurring funds and
one FTE is hereby appropriated in lunp sumin the adninistered

funds budget of the judicial branch to inplenent the

provi sions of section 5 of this act.

Section 7. Atotal of $75,000 in recurring funds is

hereby appropriated in lunp sumin the adm nistered funds

budget of the judicial branch to contract for the devel opnent

of a Del phi -based casel oad wei ghting systemto deternine the

opti mum casel oads for circuit and county court judges and, in

conjunction with other factors, to determne the need for

additional circuit and county court judges. The judici al

branch shall consult with the Ofice of Program Policy

Anal ysis and Governnent Accountability on defining the scope

of work, selecting a consultant, and choosi ng a net hodol ogy

for devel opi ng casel oad wei ghts and determni ni ng avail abl e

judge tine. The Ofice of Program Policy Analysis and

Governnent Accountability shall issue a report not |ater than
6
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February 1, 1999, on the devel opnent of casel oad wei ghts and

their use in the judicial certification process.

Section 8. This act shall take effect January 15,
1999, except that this section and sections 4, 5, 6, and 7 of
this act shall take effect upon beconing a | aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

| ncreases the nunmber of circuit court judges in the

Thi rd, Fourth Slxth Ninth, Tenth, Twel fth, Thirteenth,
Seventeenth ht eenth, N neteenth, and Twentieth
Judicial G rCUI s and increases the number of county
court judges in Broward, Duval, Hlllsboroug and. Pol k
Counties. "Provi des that such budges shal | be appoi nt ed
and take office on April

Revi ses duties of traffic infraction hearing officers to

provi de that such hearlnﬂ officers shall hear cases

I nvol ving accidents which result in |n%u y. . Provi des for

annual funding of the Cvil Traffic Infraction Hearing

O ficer Programin specified counties, and _provides an

approprlatlon to | enent such ro?rans Provi des_an
appropriation for the devel opnent of a casel oad. wei ghting

systemto determne optlnuntcaseloads for CIrCUIt and

county court judges and to determi ne the need fo

addi tional judges.
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