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Fl orida Senate - 1998 (NP) SB 6
By Senat or Meadows

30- 55A- 98
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to Metropolitan Dade County;
providing for the relief of Mchelle Ponce, a
m nor; providing for an appropriation to
conpensate her for injuries and damages
sustained as a result of the negligence of
Met ropol itan Dade County; providing an
ef fective date.

VWHEREAS, on Decenber 26, 1992, M chelle Ponce, then
ni ne years of age, was standing on a sidewal k when the
operator of a bus owned by Metropolitan Dade County | ost
control of the bus, striking two pedestrians and then striking
M chel |l e Ponce, and

VWHEREAS, as a result of the accident, Mchelle Ponce
sustained serious injuries and was i medi ately transported to
Jackson Menorial Hospital, and

WHEREAS, M chelle Ponce was adnitted with a di agnosis
of an oblique fracture of the md-fenoral diaphysis, with full
shaft lateral displacenent, as well as a disfiguring open
wound of the right |ower extremty, and

WHEREAS, M chell e Ponce underwent surgery to attach a
fermoral external fixator, as well as aggressive debridenent of
her wound, and renmi ned hospitalized until January 14, 1993,
and

WHEREAS, M chelle Ponce was readnitted to the hospita
on February 21, 1993, to undergo a second procedure to renove
the right fenoral external fixator as well as to undergo a
split/thickness skin graft fromthe left thigh to the right
| ower extrenmity, and renmined hospitalized until March 2,
1993, and
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VHEREAS, M chel |l e Ponce's doctors have indi cated that
once Mchelle Ponce reaches maturity, she will need to undergo
plastic surgery in an attenpt to aneliorate the permanent and
di sfiguring scar which she has been left with on her upper
right leg, and

WHEREAS, the nedical bills incurred by Mchelle Ponce
ampbunted to $111, 554. 65, and

VHEREAS, the accident in which Mchelle Ponce sustai ned
serious injuries forned the basis of |egal action against
Met ropol i tan Dade County, and

VWHEREAS, the nmatter was settled at nediation for the
sum of $469, 362. 64, and

WHEREAS, the consent final judgnent has been partially
satisfied in the amount of $59, 362.64, and

WHEREAS, Metropolitan Dade County supports the passage
of aclaimbill for this claimin the amount of $410, 000, NOW
THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The facts stated in the preanble to this
act are found and declared to be true.

Section 2. Metropolitan Dade County is authorized and
directed to appropriate fromfunds of the county not otherw se
appropriated and to draw a warrant in the sum of $410, 000
payable to Eunelia Oivera as guardian of Mchelle Ponce, a
m nor, for the benefit of Mchelle Ponce for injuries and
damages sustained as a result of the negligence of
Met ropol i tan Dade County.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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