Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 607
By Representative Chestnut

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to education; anending s.

3 232. 2465, F.S.; revising the academ c

4 gualifications for designation as a Florida

5 Academni ¢ Schol ar; clarifying schol arship

6 eligibility; anmending s. 239.217, F.S.

7 clarifying vocational gold seal endorsenent

8 scholarship eligibility; clarifying | anguage

9 relating to prohibition of nultiple state nerit
10 schol arshi ps; deleting |anguage relating to

11 Departnent of Education use of residual program
12 bal ances; anendi ng s. 240.402, F.S.

13 reclassifying the Florida Undergraduate

14 Schol ars' Program as an award desi gnati on

15 revising qualifications for award desi gnation
16 revising provisions of the application process;
17 del eting | anguage relating to anmount of awards,
18 student eligibility status, fund sources, and
19 departnment use of residual program bal ances;
20 nmaki ng techni cal changes consistent with the
21 restructuring of the award designation program
22 anmendi ng s. 240.4021, F.S.; establishing
23 post secondary curricul umrequirenments for award
24 of a vocational gold seal endorsenent
25 scholarship; clarifying eligible institutions
26 wher e schol arshi ps nay be used; clarifying
27 schol arship renewal requirenents; clarifying
28 schol arshi p award anounts to be issued by the
29 departnent; clarifying scholarship eligibility
30 provisions for current recipients of vocationa
31 gol d seal endorserment awards; naking technica
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1 changes consistent with the restructuring of
2 the program anending s. 240.4024, F.S.

3 revising utilization and award provisions of
4 the Florida Postsecondary Tuition Program

5 establishing award forfeiture procedures if

6 renedi al courses are taken; revising high

7 school graduation requirenents for

8 qgualification for the program establishing

9 award tiers, acadenic requirenents, and nmaximm
10 awar ds; restructuring award renewal

11 requirements; incorporating into the program
12 award renewal requirenents of the Florida

13 Under graduat e Schol ars' Program i ncorporating
14 into the programthe Chall enger Astronauts

15 Menorial Schol arship associated with the

16 Fl ori da Undergraduate Schol ars' Program

17 clarifying program award anounts to be issued
18 by the Departnent of Education; establishing
19 program schol arshi p provisions for current
20 reci pients of Florida Undergraduate Schol ars
21 awards; clarifying funding sources for the
22 progranm naki ng techni cal changes consi stent
23 with the restructuring of the program anending
24 s. 240.4025, F.S.; specifying schol arship
25 program participation to be eligible for a
26 graduat e award; amending s. 240.404, F.S.
27 clarifying residence requirenents for
28 schol arshi p award; anending s. 240.408, F.S.
29 conform ng provisions; anending s. 240. 4085,
30 F.S.; prohibiting a Florida Postsecondary
31 Tuition Program schol arship recipient from

2
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receiving noney froma specified grant program
anending s. 240.437, F.S.; requiring Florida
Post secondary Tuition Program schol arship

reci pients attendi ng i ndependent institutions
to participate in a testing program providing
an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) and
subsection (4) of section 232.2465, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

232.2465 Florida Acadenic Scholars' Certificate
Program - - For the purpose of recognizing and rewardi ng
out st andi ng perfornmance and acadeni ¢ achi evenent on the part
of public school students and nonpublic school students, the
Conmmi ssi oner of Education shall award to each high schoo
graduate who neets the requirenents specified herein, and as
further specified by the State Board of Education, a speci al
certificate recognizing and designating the graduate as a
Fl ori da Acadeni ¢ Schol ar

(1) In order to qualify as a Florida Academ ¢ Schol ar
a student nust:

(a) Earn a mni mum unwei ghted grade poi nt average of

3.5 0n a 4.0 scale for all coursework, which nust include

conpl eti on of Conptete a programof at least 24 credits in

advanced- | evel studies as prescribed by the State Board of
Education, including as a m ni num
1. Four years of progressively advanced instruction in
| anguage arts, including courses in English conposition and
literature;
3
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2. Four years of progressively advanced instruction in
sci ence, including |aboratory courses in biology, chemstry,
and physics where |aboratory facilities are avail abl e;

3. Four years of progressively advanced instruction in
mat hemati cs, including courses in algebra and geonetry and
calculus or trigonometry;

4. Two years of sequential foreign | anguage;

5. One year of instruction in art and nusic or in
either art or nusic;

6. Three years of instruction in social studies,

i ncludi ng courses in Anerican history and governnent, world
hi story, and conparative political and econom c systens; and

7. One year of instruction in health and physica
education to include assessnent, inprovenent, and nmi ntenance

of personal fitness.
(4) Each Florida Academ c Schol ar who—dermpnstrates

enrolls full time in a state university, a public comunity
col l ege, a nursing diplonma school approved by the Board of
Nursing, or a private institution of higher education which is
accredited by a nenber of the Conmi ssion on Recognition of
Post secondary Accreditation or the credits of which are
acceptable for transfer to state universities is eligible for
a schol arship under Tier | provisions of s. 240.4024 fromthe
Forda—undergraduate—Schotars—Program—as—provided—by——s+—
240402

Section 2. Subsections (3) and (5) of section 239.217,
Fl ori da Statutes, are anended to read

4
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1 239.217 Florida Gold Seal Vocational Endorsenent

2| Program - -

3 (3) A Florida gold seal vocational endorsenent

4 | recipient nust neet the postsecondary enrol |l nent requirenents
5] of s. 240.4021 in order to receive a vocational gold sea

6 | endorsenent schol arshi p. A student who receives a Florida

7 | gold seal vocational endorsenent and is eligible to receive a
8 | Fl orida Postsecondary Tuition Program Yndergratuate—Schotars—
9| anard pursuant to s. 240.4024 may receive either a Florida

10 | vocational gold seal endorsenent wecationat scholarship or a
11 | Florida Postsecondary Tuition Program award Yndergratuate

12 | Sehoetars—sehoetarship, but not both.

13 (5) Funds appropriated by the Legislature for the

14 | Florida Gold Seal Vocational Endorsenent Program shall be

15| deposited in the State Student Financial Assistance Trust

16 | Fund. Netwthstanding—theprovistons—of—s—216-360+—and

17 | purstant—to—s—216—35t—any balance—+n—the—trust—Fund—at—the
18 | entd—of—any—iscal—year—that—has—been—aHocated—totheprogram
19 | shaH——renmain—thereirn—and—shaH—be—avaitablefor—ecar+ryrng—out
20 | the—purposes—of—thts—seection—antd—s—240-4021—

21 Section 3. Section 240.402, Florida Statutes, is

22 | anended to read:

23 240. 402 Florida Undergraduate Schol ars award

24 | desi gnati on Sehetars—Program - -

25 (1) There is created a Florida Undergraduate Schol ars
26 | award desi gnati on Sehetars—+Program to be adm nistered by the
27 | Departnent of Education. The departnment shall designate

28 | Fl ori da Undergraduate Schol ars and award such desi ghees

29 | schol arshi ps under Tier Il provisions of s. 240.4024. An

30 | award designee is any te—eaeh Fl orida student who does not

31
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qualify as a Florida Academ ¢ Schol ar, pursuant to s.
232. 2465, but who:
(a)1. |Is recognized by the nmerit or achi evenent

prograns of the National Merit Schol arship Corporation as a
scholar or finalist;

2. Has obtained a 3.5 unwei ghted grade poi nt average
on a 4.0 scale, or the equivalent, in high school subjects
acceptable for credit toward a di ploma and has attained at
| east the mininmum score as determned by rules of the
Departnent of Education on the conbined verbal and
guantitative parts of the Schol astic Aptitude Test, the
Schol astic Assessnent Test, or the recentered Schol astic
Assessnent Test of the Coll ege Entrance Exami nation or an
equi val ent score on the Anerican Coll ege Testing Program

3. Has been enrolled in, and will conplete no | ater

than the year of the initial award, a college preparatory

curriculum has obtained a 3.0 unwei ghted grade poi nt average

on a 4.0 scale, or the equivalent, and has attai ned at | east

the mnimum score as deternm ned by rules of the Departnment of

Educati on on the conbi ned verbal and quantitative parts of the

Schol astic Aptitude Test, the Schol astic Assessnent Test, or

the recentered Schol astic Assessnent Test of the Coll ege

Entrance Exami nation or an equival ent score on the Anerican

Col | ege Testing Program

4.3~ Has attended a hone education program during
grade |l evels 9 through 12 according to the provisions of s.
232.02(4) and has attained at |east the mnimum score as
determ ned by rules of the Departnent of Education on the
conbi ned verbal and quantitative parts of the Scholastic
Aptitude Test, the Schol astic Assessnent Test, or the
recentered Schol astic Assessnent Test of the Coll ege Entrance

6
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Exami nation or an equival ent score on the Anerican Coll ege
Testing Program or

4—Has—been—destghated—by—the—StateBoard—of—Education
as—a—Hori-da—Academe—Schotar—pursvant—to—the—provisions—of
S—2322465——~6+

5. Has been awarded an International Baccal aureate
Diploma fromthe International Baccal aureate Ofice.

(b) Meets the general requirenents for student
eligibility as provided in s. 240.404, except as otherw se
provided in this section.

(c) Receives a Florida high school diploma, or its
equi val ent as described in s. 229.814. Any student who is
enrolled on a full-tinme basis in the early adni ssion program
of an eligible postsecondary institution or has attended a
hone education programduring grade levels 9 through 12
according to the provisions of s. 232.02(4) shall be exenpt
fromthis requirenent. Also exenpted shall be the dependents
of Florida residents who are on mlitary or public service
assignnments away from Fl ori da when such dependents live with
such Florida residents and receive high school diploms from
non- Fl ori da school s.

(d) Files an application for an award desi gnati on
during his or her last year in high school within established
time linmts.

(e) Attends, on a full-tinme basis, a state university
or community college authorized by Florida | aw, a nursing
di pl oma school approved by the Board of Nursing; or any
Florida coll ege, university, or comunity college which is
accredited by a nenber of the Conmi ssion on Recognition of
Post secondary Accreditation the credits of which are

7
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acceptable for transfer without qualification to state
uni versities.

(f) Enrolls as a first-time-in-college student. Any
student who earns postsecondary academic credit prior to or
during the sumrer i medi ately subsequent to receiving a high
school diploma, who is dually enrolled in secondary and
post secondary educational institutions, or who is enrolled in
the early admni ssion program of a postsecondary institution
shall be exenpt fromthis requirenent.

(2)(a) The departnent shall accept applications for
initial award desi gnati ons awards post nmarked bet ween February

15 and April 1 of each year. The departnent nmay designate as a

Fl ori da Undergraduate Schol ar any qualified applicant who
submits an initial application that is mrake—awards—to—i+ni-tiat
appHeants—who—subm-t—apptications—that—are postnarked after
April 1, pursuant to rules of the State Board of Education

(b) Students who apply for award desi ghati on awatrds no
later than April 1 during their last year in high school may

| ater reapply to receive Tier |l scholarship awards during

subsequent application periods when they do not accept their
initial awmards. Simlarly, students who receive initial awards
and who | ater do not accept renewal awards nmay reapply to
receive awards during subsequent application periods. Students
who apply under this paragraph nust submit reinstatenent
applications within 3 years of filing their initial
applications. The departnent shall accept reinstatenent
appl i cati ons postmarked between February 15 and June 1 of each
year and shall determine the eligibility of such applicants in
the sanme nmanner as first-tinme applicants, except that students
who apply pursuant to this paragraph shall be exenpt fromthe
provi sions of paragraph (1)(f) and shall be required to have

8
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1| mai ntained the equivalent of a 3.2 cunul ati ve grade point

2 | average on a 4.0 scale for all college work attenpted. The

3 | departnent shall not grant award desi gnati on make—awards to

4| reinstatenent applicants who submit applications that are

5| postmarked after June 1

6 (c) The departnent shall create a renewal application
7| for each student who received a Tier |l schol arship the award
8| for one or nore terns during the i mediately preceding

9 | acadeni c year.

10
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Higible—institution—hi I it bie.

dedt e I : L eribletf I .
3) (5> Advertising or notification to students,

teachers, parents, guidance counselors, and principals or

ot her rel evant school administrators of the criteria and

application procedures for the award designation shall be the

responsibility of the department. Such advertising or

notification shall begin no later than January of each year
(4) t6) The Departnment of Education shall adm nister

this program under policies and rules established by the State

Board of Educati on.

Section 4. Paragraphs (c) and (d) of subsection (3),
par agraph (d) of subsection (6), and paragraph (a) of
subsection (7) of section 240.4021, Florida Statutes, are
anended, and paragraph (d) is added to subsection (7) of said
section, to read

240. 4021 Vocational Gold Seal Endorsemrent Schol arship
Program - -

(3) The departnent is authorized to nake awards to a
st udent who:

11
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(c) Enrolls as a full-tinme certificate-seeking or
degr ee-seeki ng student at:

1. A public state university, conmunity coll ege, or
area vocational -techni cal school authorized by |aw at which
t he postsecondary portion of a sequential program of studies

in a vocational job-preparatory or technol ogy-education

curriculumis offered; or

2. A nonpublic postsecondary school or coll ege under
the jurisdiction of the State Board of | ndependent
Post secondary Vocational, Technical, Trade, and Busi ness
School s or the State Board of |ndependent Coll eges and
Universities, at which the postsecondary portion of a

sequential programof studies in a vocational job-preparatory

or technol ogy-education programis offered. To be eligible, a

I icensed school or college nust have been in continuous
operation for at least 5 years and nust have held a biennial
or regular license for at |east 2 years, nust not have been
t he subject of a finding of probable cause and subsequent
di sciplinary action by either board, nust not be required by
the Federal CGovernnment to apply for reinbursenent for Title IV
funding, and nust be located in and chartered by the state. A
| icensed school or college or a school or college exenpt from
| icensure nust be accredited by the Career Coll ege
Associ ation, the Accrediting Bureau of Health Education
School s, or the Southern Association of Colleges and School s
and nust never have had its accreditation renoved; and

(d) Is enrolled in the postsecondary portion of a

sequential programof studies in a vocational job-preparatory

or technol ogy-educati on program a—toedurse—or—programof—at
Feast—906—ctock—hours,—36—¢uarter—hours—or—24—Sserester—hours

whi-ch—awar-ds—a—diptora—as—defned—in—s—246-2063.
12
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1 1. A student enrolled in a nonpublic school nust be

2| enrolled in a programwhich is conparable and conpatible, as

3| determned by the State Board of |ndependent Postsecondary

4 | Vocational, Technical, Trade, and Busi ness Schools, with a

5| public job-preparatory vocational -technical program and the

6 | program standards, including curriculumframework and student

7 | performance standards, as provided by rule of the State Board

8 | of Educati on.

9 2. A student enrolled in a nonpublic school nust neet
10| the sane basic skills requirenents as a student enrolled in
11 | public certificate career education as provided by rule of the
12 | State Board of Education
13 (6)

14 (d) The departnent shall issue the maxi num annua

15 ) award to each eligible applicant if funds are available. If

16 | funds are insufficient to provide a full scholarship to each
17 | eligible applicant, the departnent nmay prorate avail able funds
18 | and nake a partial award to each eligible applicant.

19 (7)(a) Notwithstanding s. 240.404(3), a vocationa

20| gold seal scholarship may be received for a maxi numof 2

21 | years, 4 senesters, or an equival ent nunber of credit hours.
22 | The annual maxi mumaward to an initial eaech recipient shall be
23| equal to 75 percent of the tuition and nandatory fees at an

24 | eligi bl e postsecondary institution, plus a book stipend of

25 [$112. 50 per senester or an annual & maxi num of $225$2,666.

26 | The maxi mumaward in a renewal year or fromthe third senester
27 | onward shall be equal to 100 percent of the tuition and

28 | mandatory fees at an eligible postsecondary institution, plus
29 | a book stipend of $150 per senester or an annual naxi mum of

30 |$300. Paynent of an award shall be transmitted in advance of

31| the registration period each senester on behalf of the student

13
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1| to the president of the university or conmunity coll ege, or

2| his or her representative, or to the director of the area

3| vocational -techni cal school which the recipient is attending,
4] or his or her representative, except that the departnent nay
5] withhold paynment if the receiving institution fails to report
6| or to make refunds to the departnent as required in paragraphs
71 (b) and (c).

8 (d) Any recipient of a vocational gold sea

9 | endorsenent award who received his or her initial award to be
10 | used no |l ater than the 1996-1997 acadenic year remains

11 ) eligible to receive a vocational gold seal endorsenent award
12 | for up to 4 years, 8 senesters, or an equival ent nunber of

13| credit hours, subject to the renewal eligibility criteria of
14 | subsection (5). Senesters or quarters in which the vocationa
15| gol d seal endorsenent award has al ready been received shall be
16 | credited against the nunber of senesters or quarters of

17 | eligibility remaining for an anard. Award recipients subject
18| to this paragraph are required, notw thstandi ng paragraph

19 |(3)(d), to be enrolled in a course or program of at |east 900
20 | clock hours, 36 quarter hours, or 24 senester hours which

21| awards a diplona as defined in s. 246.203. The nmaxi rum annua
22 | award to recipients subject to this paragraph is equal to the
23 | nonetary val ue of the maxi mum annual conmunity col | ege award
24 | for the renewal year of the scholarship pursuant to this

25| subsecti on.

26 Section 5. Section 240.4024, Florida Statutes, 1996
27 | Suppl enent, is anended to read:

28 240. 4024 Florida Postsecondary Tuition Program --

29 (1) (a) The Florida Postsecondary Tuition Programis

30 | hereby created to reward outstandi ng high school students with
31| financial assistance in degree, diplonma, or certificate

14
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prograns at—any—FHeri-da—pubH-e—university,—ecormun-ty—coH-ege;-
of—technical—institute. This financial assistance shall be in
the form of schol arships and may be used to assist with the
cost of education, not to exceed the cost of tuition

mandat ory fees, and books. EBExecept—as—otherwse—provided—n
" Fon—t hol " b et F
- o I ot £ nds T hol "

ray—hnot—be—used—for—renedial—courses—

(b) Renedial courses may not be taken during any

academic termin which a scholarship is received. If a

schol arship recipient enrolls in renedial courses during an

academic termin which he or she utilizes a scholarship, the

scholarship for that termis forfeited and the recipient nust

pay the postsecondary institution he or she attends the anount

forfeited. Institutions nust renmt all forfeited funds to the

state for deposit into the Educati onal Enhancenent Trust Fund.

(2) In order to be eligible to receive a scholarship
under the Florida Postsecondary Tuition Program an
initial-year applicant nust:

(a) Be a Florida resident.

(b) Receive a Florida high school diplom, or its
equi val ent as described in s. 229.814, in or after 1997 1996.
Any student who is enrolled on a full-tine basis in the early

admi ssi on program of an eligible postsecondary institution or
has attended a hone education program during grade |levels 9
t hrough 12 according to the provisions of s. 232.02(4) shal
be exenpt fromthis requirenent. Al so exenpt shall be the
dependents of Florida residents who are on nilitary or public
service assignnents away from Fl ori da when such dependents
live with such Florida residents and receive high schoo
di pl omas from non-Fl ori da school s.

15
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1 (c) Have not been convicted of a felony.

2 (d)1. At the tine of application or by the end of the
3 | senior year, havebeen—enroHedin—antdintendto——conprete—a
4 | eotHegepreparatory—curriettum-have an unwei ght ed grade point
5| average of 3.0 or above on a 4.0 scale in any curricul um—and
6 | have—attained—at—teast—themnimtm-score—estabt-shed—by—the

7 | Pepartrent—of—Education—oen—the—-Arerican—CoHege—test—or—the

8 | Sehotastie—Assessrent—Fest; or

9 2—At—the—tire—of—appHecation—or—by—the—end-oef—the

10 . .

11

12

13

15 2.3- At the time of application, be a home education
16 | program student, or a high school equival ency diploma

17 | reci pient, who has attained at |east the m ni mum score

18 | established by the departnent on the Anerican Coll ege Test or
19 | the Schol astic Assessnent Test.

20 (e) UWilize an initial scholarship by the date

21 | established by the departnent.

22 (3)(a) Florida Postsecondary Tuition Program awards
23| shall be offered in three tiers conditioned upon the

24 | cunul ati ve acadeni c achi evenent of eligible students in grades
251 9 through 12. The tiers are delineated as foll ows:

26 1. Tier |; Florida Acadenm c Scholars.--An eligible

27 | student qualifying as a Florida Acadenic Schol ar, pursuant to
28 | s. 232.2465, is designated in Tier |I. The maxi mum award for
29 | this tier is equal to 100 percent of the annual tuition and
30 | mandatory fees at any eligible Florida postsecondary

31| institution, plus a book stipend of $150 per senester or an

16
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1| annual maxi mum of $300. However, a Florida Academ ¢ Schol ar
2| who enrolls at a nonpublic postsecondary institution under

3| provisions of s. 232.2465(4) shall receive an annual award

4| equal to the maxi num annual Tier | award offered for

5] enrollnment at a state university.

6 2. Tier |Il; Florida Undergraduate Schol ars. - - Any

7] eligible student not qualifying under Tier | but qualifying as
8 | an award desi gnee pursuant to s. 240.402 is designated as a

9| Florida Undergraduate Scholar in Tier Il. The nmaxi nrum award
10| for this tier is equal to 75 percent of the annual tuition and
11 | mandatory fees at any eligible Florida postsecondary

12 | institution, plus a book stipend of $112.50 per senester or an
13 | annual maxi num of $225. However, a Fl orida Under graduate

14 | Schol ar who enrolls at a nonpublic postsecondary institution
15 | under provisions of s. 240.402(1)(e) shall receive an annua
16 | award equal to the maxi rum annual Tier Il award offered for
17 | enrollnent at a state university.

18 3. Tier Ill; Florida Student Achi evenent Awards. --An
19 | eligible student not qualifying under Tier | or Tier Il is
20 | designated as a recipient of a Florida Student Achi evenent
21| Award in Tier I1l. The maxi mum annual award for this tier is
22 | 50 percent of the annual tuition and nandatory fees at any
23| eligible Florida postsecondary institution, plus a book
24 | stipend of $75 per senester or an annual naxi mum of $150.
25 (b)1. Students may receive annual awards for the first
26 | 30 senester credit hours attenpted at any eligible Florida
27 | postsecondary educational institution. As used in this
28 | section, except for provisions in paragraph (a) for students
29 | qualifying in Tier | or Tier Il,the term"eligible Florida
30 | postsecondary institution" nmeans an institution within the
31| State University System the community college system or a

17
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public vocational -technical institution. FThewaximumarount—of

V/

— Awards shall be disbursed in
equal installnments each acadenmic term except that a partial

award shall be disbursed if an eligible student does not take

a full-tinme courseload, in which case the award shall be

prorated based upon the proportion of hours taken to hours

required for a full award.

2. For Tier Ill scholarships only,full-tinme
enrol Il ment shall not be required. Tier |Il awards threugh
thi-s—proegram nay be nmade to degree-seeking students enrolled
for a mnimumof 6 credit hours who neet the genera

requirements for student eligibility as provided in this
section. Students enrolled for 6 to 8 credit hours nay receive
up to one-half of the maximum Tier Il award; students
enrolled for 9 to 11 credit hours may receive up to
three-fourths of the maximum Tier |11 award; and students
enrolled for 12 or nore credit hours nmay receive up to the
full Tier 11l award.

3. fta)y A scholarship shall be awarded prior to the
certification or award of a federal family education |oan or
federal direct |oan and shall be considered in the
certification or calculation of the student's | oan
eligibility.

18
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(4)(a)l. Notwithstanding s. 240.404(1), a recipient of

a Tier | or Tier Il award shall maintain the equivalent of a

3.2 cunul ative grade point average on a 4.0 scale, or shal

mai ntai n an approved equi val ent student progress eval uation

plan, on at |east 12 hours per quarter, trinester, or senester

in order to be eligible for a continuation of the award. No

student may receive a Tier | or Tier Il award for nore than

t he equivalent of 8 senmesters or 12 quarters. However, a

student enrolled in a 5-year undergraduate degree program nay

receive an award for the equivalent of 10 senesters or 15

guarters. The award nmay be renewed annual |y upon

docunentation by the recipient that he or she neets the

necessary qualifications. |If any recipient transfers fromone

accredited Florida college, university, comunity coll ege, or

nursi ng di pl oma school to another eligible institution, his or

her award shall be transferable, provided he or she is

otherwise eligible for the award. A student who does not

gqualify for renewal of the Tier | or Tier |l award may renew

his or her award at the Tier Ill level if the qualifications

of paragraph (b) are net.

2. Wthin 15 days of the end of regular registration

i nclusive of a drop-add period, institutions shall certify to
19
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the departnent the eligibility status of each Tier | or Tier

Il award recipient. The eligibility status of each student to

receive a dishursenent shall be determ ned by each institution

as of this date. |Institutions shall not be required to

reeval uate a student's eligibility status after this date for

pur poses of anmending eligibility determ nations previously

nmade. However, an institution shall be requested to nake

refunds for students who receive award di sbursenents and

terninate enrollnent for any reason during the academc term

when an institution's refund policies permt a student to

recei ve a refund under these circunstances.

3. Institutions shall certify to the departnent the

amount of funds disbursed to each Tier | or Tier Il award

reci pient and shall remt to the departnent any undi sbursed

advances within 60 days of the end of regular registration

(b) Students receiving a Tier |Il award nmay renew the

& schol arship for their sophonore, junior, and senior years of
under graduate study. To do so, the student nust:

1. ta) Notw thstanding s. 240.404(1), maintain at |east
a 3.0 cunmul ative grade point average on a 4.0 scale.

2. {b) Be nuking satisfactory academni c progress.

3. {e) Have used, w thin a maxi num period of 5 years
fromthe date of high school graduation, |ess than the naxi num
nunber of senesters of eligibility as determ ned by the
departnment. The departnent nmay waive this paragraph for
students who denpnstrate that conpliance woul d entai
extraordi nary hardshi p.

(5) A student planning to attend an eligible
post secondary institution nust conply with any application
requi rements established by the institution. Upon verifying
that the student neets eligibility criteria established in

20
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1| this section, the eligible institution shall submt to the

2 | departnent a request for the appropriate |level of paynent.

3 | The departnment shall establish the necessary data to be

4 | reported and a date by which such requests for paynent are due
5| each senester. Late requests shall be honored by the

6 | departnent to the extent that funds are available after al

7| tinely requests have been funded.

8 (6) The highest-ranked, eligible, initial applicant

9| fromeach county shall be designated as a Chall enger

10 | Astronauts Menorial award recipient and shall receive an

11 | annual award equal to the maxi num annual award available in
12| the recipient's qualifying tier plus an additional $1, 500.

13 | The departnent shall rank eligible initial applicants for

14 | purposes of designating the Chall enger Astronauts Menori al

15| award recipients on the basis of unwei ghted grade point

16 | averages on a 4.0 scale and test scores achi eved on the

17 | conbi ned verbal and quantitative parts of the Schol astic

18 | Aptitude Test of the Coll ege Entrance Exam nation. Renewal

19 | awards for eligible Challenger Astronauts Menorial award
20 | recipients shall be equal to the nmaxi rum annual award
21| available in the recipient's qualifying tier in the renewal
22 | year plus an additional $1,500. Paynent of an award shall be
23| transmitted, on behalf of the student, to the president of the
24 | college, university, community college, or nursing diplonm
25| school which the recipient is attending or to his or her
26 | representative in advance of the registration period.
27 (7)t6) The departnment shall adopt rul es as necessary
28 | to inplenment and administer the Florida Postsecondary Tuition
29 | Program
30 (8) 7 The program shall be inplenmented to the extent
31 | authorized annually in the General Appropriations Act. The

21
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1| departnent shall issue the maxi mum annual award to each

2| eligible applicant in each tier if funds are available. If

3| funds are insufficient to provide the full anount of

4 | schol arshi ps authorized in this section to each eligible

5| applicant, the departnent nmay prorate avail able funds and make
6| a partial award to each eligible applicant.

7 (9) Any recipient of a Florida Undergraduate Schol ars
8 | award who received his or her initial award to be used no

9| later than the 1996-1997 acadenic year is eligible to receive
10) a Tier | award subject to the renewal eligibility criteria of
11 | subsection (4). Senesters or quarters in which the Florida
12 | Undergraduate Schol ars award has already been received are

13 | credited against the nunber of senesters or quarters of

14 | eligibility remaining for a Florida Postsecondary Tuition

15 | Program awar d.

16 (10) The Legislature shall appropriate funds for

17 | awards authorized in this section fromgeneral revenue, the
18 | Educati onal Enhancenent Trust Fund, and the Chall enger

19 | Astronauts Menorial Undergraduate Schol arship Trust Fund.
20 Section 6. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
21 | 240. 4025, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
22 240.4025 Florida Gaduate Schol ars' Fund. - -
23 (1) There is created a Florida Graduate Schol ars' Fund
24| to be administered by the Departnment of Education. The
25 | departnent shall award fellowships to each Florida graduate
26 | student who:
27 (a)1. Has received a scholarship pursuant to s.
28 | 240.402 or s. 240.4024 for the duration of his or her
29 | under graduate enrol |l nent; or
30 2. Has obtained a 3.5 grade point average on a 4.0
31| scale, or the equivalent, in college-level acadenic subjects

22
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taken during his or her last 2 acadenic years and has scored
1, 200 or above on the conbined verbal and quantitative parts
of the Graduate Record Exaninati on.

Section 7. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
240.404, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 404 Ceneral requirenents for student eligibility
for state financial aid.--

(1)(a) The general requirenents for eligibility of
students for state financial aid awards consist of the
fol | owi ng:

1. Acceptance at a state university or comunity
col l ege; a nursing diplonma school approved by the Florida
Board of Nursing; a Florida college, university, or community
coll ege which is accredited by a nenber of the Conmi ssion on
Recogni tion of Postsecondary Accreditation; any Florida
institution the credits of which are acceptable for transfer
to state universities; any area technical center; or any
private vocational -technical institution accredited by a
nmenber of the Conmi ssion on Recognition of Postsecondary
Accreditation.

2. Participation in the college-level conmunication
and conputation skills testing program This requirenent is
limted to students seeking associate's or bachel or's degrees.

3. Residency in this state for no less than 1 year
preceding the award of aid for a program established pursuant
to s. 240.402, s. 240.4021, s. 240.4024,s. 240.4085, s.

240. 409, s. 240.4093, s. 240.4095, s. 240.4097, s. 240.412, s.
240. 4125, s. 240.413, s. 240.4987, s. 240.605, or s. 240.606.
Residency in this state nust be for purposes other than to

obtai n an education. Resident status for purposes of receiving
state financial aid awards shall be deternined in the sane
23
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manner as resident status for tuition purposes pursuant to s.
240.1201 and rules of the State Board of Education

4., Conpliance with Sel ective Service System
regi stration requirenents pursuant to s. 240.4045.

5. Submi ssion of certification attesting to the
accuracy, conpleteness, and correctness of information
provided to denpnstrate a student's eligibility to receive
state financial aid awards. Fal sification of such information
shall result in the denial of any pending application and
revocation of any award currently held to the extent that no
further paynents shall be nade. Additionally, students who
knowi ngly nake fal se statenents in order to receive state
financial aid awards shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor of the
second degree subject to the provisions of s. 837.06 and shal
be required to return all state financial aid awards
wrongful | y obt ai ned.

Section 8. Subsection (1) of section 240.408, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 408 Chal |l enger Astronauts Menorial Undergraduate
Schol arship Trust Fund. --

(1) There is created the Chall enger Astronauts
Menori al Under graduate Schol arship Trust Fund whi ch shal
receive distributions as provided by s. 320.08058. The
Conptroll er shall authorize expenditures fromthis fund for
Chal | enger Astronauts Menorial awards pursuant to s. 240.4024
246402, and any renai ni ng bal ances may be expended for
graduate fell owships in space science, space conmerce, or
space policy research pursuant to s. 240.4025, and for
educat i on/ busi ness partnershi p prograns which involve teacher
devel opnent strategies pursuant to s. 229.602, upon receipt of
vouchers approved by the Departnent of Education. The

24
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Conptroll er shall also authorize expenditures fromthis fund
for Challenger Astronauts Menorial Undergraduate Schol arships
for students who participated in this programprior to July 1,
1993, provided that such students continue to neet the renewal
eligibility requirenents that were in effect at the tine that
their original awards were made. Any bal ance therein at the
end of any fiscal year shall remain therein and shall be
avail able for carrying out the purposes of these prograns.

Section 9. Subsection (7) of section 240.4085, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 4085 Florida Student Tuition Schol arship G ant
Program - -

(7) No student receiving an award pursuant to s.
240. 402 or s. 240.4024 shall be eligible to receive a Florida
Student Tuition Scholarship Gant. No student receiving a

Florida Student Tuition Scholarship Grant shall receive a
student assistance grant pursuant to s. 240.409, s. 240. 4095,
or s. 240.4097 unless he or she is eligible for such award
after the Florida Student Tuition Scholarship Grant has been
consi dered by the departnent when conducting an assessnent of
the financial resources available to the student. A student
receiving a Florida Student Tuition Scholarship Gant shal
not be eligible to receive paynent or credit from any other
stat e-funded program established specifically to provide for
payment of tuition and fees, except a student assistance grant
as provided in s. 240.409, s. 240.4095, or s. 240.4097 and a
Fl orida resident access grant as provided in s. 240.605.

Section 10. Paragraph (f) of subsection (2) of section
240.437, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 437 Student financial aid planning and
devel opnent. - -

25

CODI NG Wr ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N D WwNPER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 607
52-153- 97

(2) The objective of a state programis the
mai nt enance of a state student financial aid programto
suppl enent a basic national programwhich will provide equa
access to postsecondary education to citizens of this state
who have the ability and notivation to benefit froma
post secondary education. In the devel opnent of a state program
to achieve this objective, it shall be the policy that:

(f) Effective August 1, 1985, students enrolled in
associate in arts degree prograns and bachel or's degree
prograns in independent institutions in this state who receive
state aid pursuant to s. 240.402, s. 240.4024,s. 240.4063, s.
240. 4085, s. 240.4095, s. 240.4097, s. 240.412, s. 240.605, or
s. 240.606 participate in the coll ege-level comunication and

conputation skills testing programprovided in s. 229.551
The departnent and the eligible institutions shall negotiate
an agreenent that will assure that the test is available to
students either directly through the independent institutions
or on a contractual basis with a state comrunity col |l ege or
university. Before August 1, 1985, all independent
institutions subject to this provision shall have an
opportunity to participate in prelimnary testing activities
simlar to those afforded the public institutions before the
initiation of formal testing; and the independent sector shal
be afforded appropriate representation on all conmmittees and
conmmi ssions charged with responsibilities for devel opi ng,
admi ni stering, and eval uating the tests.

Pl anni ng and devel oprment shall be in accordance with the
f oregoi ng objective and policies.

Section 11. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.

26
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Revi ses qualifications for designation as a Florida
Academ ¢ Scholar. Revises and restructures requirenents
for various postsecondary schol arshi p award proPrans,_
relating to designation and anpunt of awards, eligibility
?nd BGPGM?| requirenents, and fundi ng sources. See bil

or details.
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