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Fl orida Senate - 1998 SB 620
By Senator G ant

13-701-98 See HB
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the Florida Bright Futures
Schol arship Program anending ss. 2, 3, and 4,
ch. 97-077, Laws of Florida; providing for a
Second Chance Schol ars award; providing
eligibility requirenents; providing anount of
awar ds; provi ding renewal requirenents;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 2 of chapter 97-077, Laws of
Fl orida, is anended to read:

Section 2. (1) The Florida Bright Futures Schol arship
Programis created to establish a Iottery-funded schol arship
programto reward any Fl orida students high—school—graduate
who nerit serits recognition of high acadeni ¢ achi evenent and

I Lo L eib L orid e .
I I . . . . e F
I . : hied heol.
2> The Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program consists of
the foll ow ng:

(a) Three types of award, the Florida Academnic
Schol arship, the Florida Merit Schol arship, and the Florida
Vocational Gold Seal Schol arship, for Florida high schoo

graduates with high acadeni c achi evenent who enroll in an

eligible Florida public or private postsecondary education

institution within 3 years of graduation from hi gh school

(b) A Second Chance Schol ars award for students who

were ineligible for an award pursuant to paragraph (a) due

only to lack of achievenent of the required high school grade
1
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poi nt average, but who have subsequently denonstrated high

academ c achi evenent in postsecondary education
(2) 3 The Departnent of Education shall adm nister
the Bright Futures Schol arship Program according to rules and

procedures established by the Commi ssi oner of Education. A
single application nust be sufficient for a student to apply
for any of the three types of award specified in paragraph

(1)(a). The departnent nust advertise the availability of the

schol arshi p program and nust notify students, teachers,
parents, guidance counselors, and principals or other rel evant
school administrators of the criteria and application
procedures. The departnent nust begin this process of
notification no later than January 1 of each year

(3)t4)y Funding for the Bright Futures Schol arship
Program nust be allocated fromthe Educati onal Education
Enhancenent Trust Fund and nust be provided before allocations
fromthat fund are cal cul ated for disbursenment to other
educational entities.

(a) If funds appropriated are not adequate to provide
t he maxi mum al | onabl e award to each eligible applicant, awards
in all three conponents of the program nust be prorated using
t he sane percentage reduction
(b) Notwithstanding s. 216.301, Florida Statutes, if

all funds allocated to the Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program
are not used in any fiscal year, up to 10 percent of the tota
all ocation may be carried forward and used for awards in the
foll owi ng year.

(4) £5)¢ The departnent shall issue awards fromthe
schol arshi p program annual ly. Annual awards may be for up to
45 senester credit hours or the equivalent. Before the
regi stration period each senester, the departnent shal

2
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transnit paynent for each award to the president or director
of the postsecondary education institution, or his or her
representative, except that the departnent may withhold
payrment if the receiving institution fails to report or to
make refunds to the department as required in this act.

(a) Wthin 30 days after the end of regul ar
regi stration each senester, the educational institution shal
certify to the departnent the eligibility status of each
student who receives an award. After the end of the drop and
add period, an institution is not required to reeval uate or
revise a student's eligibility status, but nust nmake a refund
to the departnent if a student who receives an award
di sbursenment terninates enrollnment for any reason during an
academc termand a refund is permtted by the institution's
refund policy.

(b) An institution that receives funds fromthe
program shall certify to the departnent the anount of funds
di sbursed to each student and shall renit to the departnent
any undi sbursed advances within 60 days after the end of
regul ar registration.

(c) Each institution that receives noneys through this
program shall prepare an annual report that includes an
i ndependent external audit or an audit prepared by the Ofice
of the Auditor General. The report shall include an audit of
the institution's adm nistration of the programand a conpl ete
accounting of the noneys for the program This report nust be
submitted to the departnent annually by March 1. The
departnment may conduct its own annual audit of an
institution's adm nistration of the program The depart nent
may request a refund of any noneys overpaid to the institution
for the program The department nay suspend or revoke an

3
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1|institution's eligibility to receive future noneys for the

2| programif the departnent finds that an institution has not

3| conplied with this section. The institution nust renit within
4] 60 days any refund requested in accordance with this

5| subsecti on.

6 (5)t6) A student enrolled in 6 to 8 senester credit

7 | hours may receive up to one-half of the nmaxi numaward; a

8 | student enrolled in 9 to 11 credit hours nmay receive up to

9| three-fourths of the maxi num award; and a student enrolled in
10| 12 or nore credit hours may receive up to the full award.

11 (6) 7 A student may receive only one type of award

12 | fromthe Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Programat a tine,
13 | but nmay transfer fromone type of award to another through the
14 | renewal application process, if the student's eligibility

15 | status changes. However, a student is not eligible to transfer
16 | froma Florida Merit Scholarship or a Florida Vocational CGold
17 | Seal Scholarship to a Florida Academ ¢ Schol arshi p. A student
18 | who receives an award fromthe programnmay al so receive a

19 | federal famly education |oan or a federal direct |oan, and
20 | the value of the award nust be considered in the certification
21| or calculation of the student's loan eligibility.

22 (7)8)y If arecipient transfers fromone eligible

23| institution to another and continues to neet eligibility

24 | requirenents, the award nust be transferred with the student.
25 (8) {9y A student may use an award for summer-term

26 | enrollnent if funds are avail able.

27 (9) €36y Funds from any scholarship within the Florida
28 | Bright Futures Schol arship Program nmay not be used to pay for
29 | renedial or college preparatory courseworKk.

30 Section 2. Section 3 of chapter 97-077, Laws of

31| Florida, is anended to read

4
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1 Section 3. Florida Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program
2| student eligibility requirenents for initial awards.--

3 (1) To be eligible for an initial award fromany—-of

4 | the—three—types—of—schotarship under the Florida Bright

5| Futures Schol arship Program a student nust:

6 (a) Be a Florida resident as defined in s. 240. 404,

7| Florida Statutes,and rules of the State Board of Educati on

8 (b) Earn a standard Florida high school diploma or its
9 | equi val ent as described in s.seetien 232.246 or s.seetion

10 | 229.814, Florida Statutes, unless:

11 1. The student is enrolled full tine in the early

12 | adni ssion program of an eligible postsecondary education

13| institution or conpletes a hone educati on program according to
14| s. 232.02(4), Florida Statutes; or

15 2. The student earns a high school diploma froma

16 | non-Florida school while living with a parent or guardi an who
17l is on nilitary or public service assignnent away from Fl ori da.
18 (c) Be accepted by and enroll in an eligible Florida
19 | public or independent postsecondary education institution

20 (d) Be enrolled for at |least 6 senmester credit hours
21| or the equivalent in quarter hours or clock hours.

22 (e) Not have been found guilty of, or plead nolo

23 | contendere to, a felony charge, unless the student has been
24 | granted cl emency by the Governor and Cabinet sitting as the
25 | Executive Ofice of d enency.

26 (f) Apply for a scholarship fromthe program by Apri
27|11 of the last semester before high school graduation for

28 | awards specified in paragraph (1)(a) of section 2 of chapter
29| 97-077, Laws of Flori da.

30 (2) A student is eligible to accept an initial award
31| specified in paragraph (1)(a) of section 2 of chapter 97-077,
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Laws of Florida,for 3 years follow ng high school graduation

and to accept a renewal award for 7 years follow ng high
school graduation. A student who applies for such an award by
April 1 and who neets all other eligibility requirenents, but
who does not accept his or her award, may reapply during
subsequent application periods up to 3 years after high schoo
gr aduat i on.

(3) For awards specified in paragraph (1)(a) of

section 2 of chapter 97-077, Laws of Florida,the departnment

may determine a student's eligibility status during the senior
year before graduation and may informthe student of the award
at that tine.

(4) A student who wi shes to qualify for a particul ar
award specified in paragraph (1)(a) of section 2 of chapter
97-077, Laws of Florida,within the Florida Bright Futures
Schol arship Program but who does not neet all of the

requi rements for that |evel of award, may, neverthel ess,
receive the award if the principal of the student's school or
the district superintendent verifies that the deficiency is
caused by the fact that school district personnel provided

i naccurate or inconplete information to the student. The
school district nust provide a neans for the student to
correct the deficiencies and the student nust correct them
either by conpleting conparable work at the postsecondary
institution or by conpleting a directed individualized study
program devel oped and adm nistered by the school district. If
t he student does not conplete the requirenents by Decenber 31
i medi ately follow ng high school graduation, the student is
ineligible to receive an award specified in paragraph (1)(a)
of section 2 of chapter 97-077, Laws of Fl orida partieirpate—in

the—program

6
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1 Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 4 of chapter

2| 97-077, Laws of Florida, is anended to read:

3 Section 4. Florida Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program
4| student eligibility requirenents for renewal awards. --

5 (1) To be eligible to renew a schol arshi p fromany—of
6 | the—three—types—of—sehoetarship under the Florida Bright

7 | Futures Schol arship Program a student nust:

8 (a) Conplete at least 12 senester credit hours or the
9| equivalent in the |last acadenic year in which the student

10 | earned a schol ar shi p.

11 (b) Maintain the cunul ative grade poi nt average

12 | required by the schol arship program except that:

13 1. If arecipient's grades fall beneath the average
14 | required to renew a Florida Acadenic Schol arshi p, but are

15| sufficient to renew a Florida Merit Scholarship or a Florida
16 | Vocational Gold Seal Schol arship, the Departnent of Education
17 | may grant a renewal from one of those other schol arship

18 | prograns, if the student neets the renewal eligibility

19 | requi renents; or

20 2. If, at any time during the eligibility period, a
21| student's grades are insufficient to renew the schol arship,

22 | the student nmay restore eligibility by inmproving the grade

23| point average to the required level. A student is eligible for
24 | such a reinstatenent only once. The Legi sl ature encourages

25| education institutions to assist students to cal cul ate whet her
26 | or not it is possible to raise the grade point average during
27 | the summer term If the institution deternmines that it is

28 | possible, the education institution my so informthe

29 | departnent, which nmay reserve the student's award if funds are
30 | avail able. The renewal, however, nust not be granted until the
31 | student achieves the required curmul ative grade point average.
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1| If the sunmer termis not sufficient to raise the grade point
2 | average to the required renewal |evel, the student's next

3| opportunity for renewal is the fall senester of the foll ow ng
4 | academi c year.

5 Section 4. Second Chance Schol ars award. - -

6 (1) A student is eligible for a Second Chance Schol ars
7] anard if the student neets the general eligibility

8| requirenents for the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship

9| Program and the student:

10 (a) Wthin 5 years from hi gh school graduation

11 | graduates froma public comunity college or conpletes 2 ful
12 | school years and 60 senester hours, or the equivalent, at a

13 | postsecondary education institution eligible under the Florida
14 | Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program

15 (b) Has achieved a 3.0 unwei ghted grade poi nt average
16 | on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, for all postsecondary

17 | educati on courses taken pursuant to paragraph (a).

18 (c) Has been recomended for the Second Chance

19 | Scholars award by the institution attended pursuant to

20 | paragraph (a).

21 (d) Has been accepted for enrollnent or continuation

22| in an institution eligible under the Florida Bright Futures

23 | Schol arshi p Program

24 (e) WII conplete his or her undergraduate degree

25| programwithin 3 years fromthe date of transfer froma

26 | community college or continuation in a postsecondary education
27 | institution.

28 (2) A Second Chance Scholar is eligible for an award

29 | equal to the anpbunt required to pay 75 percent of

30| matriculation and fees, if the student is enrolled in a public
31 | postsecondary education institution. A student who is enrolled
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in a nonpublic postsecondary education institution is eligible

for an award equal to the amount that would be required to pay

75 percent of the matriculation and fees of a public

post secondary education institution at the conparable |evel.

(3) To be eligible for the renewal of a Second Chance

Schol ars award, a student nust nmmintain the equivalent of a

grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale for al

post secondary education work attenpted, with an opportunity

for one reinstatenent as provided in subparagraph (1)(b)2. of

section 4 of chapter 97-077, Laws of Florida.

Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1 of the
year in which enacted.

R I S R R Rk Ik b S R IRk S bk O R Rk I

LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY

Expands the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Programto
i nclude a Second Chance Schol ars award for student$
unable to neet certain academ ¢ requirenents under the
current program Provides eligibility for a Second Chance
Schol ars award for continued education for students who
denonstrate high academ ¢ achi evenent during 2 years of
post secondary éducati on
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