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ENROLLED
1997 Legislature HB 635, First Engrossed

An act relating to the Pinellas Police

St andards Council, Pinellas County; anending
ch. 72-666, Laws of Florida, as anended;
prescribing purposes, nenbership, powers, and
duties of the countyw de police standards
council; providing for screening applicants for
public-safety positions; providing for

conti nued funding of the council through a
court cost; providing for fees fromapplicants
for public-safety positions; providing an

ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 of chapter
72- 666, Laws of Florida, as anmended by section 1 of chapter
75-495, Laws of Florida; section 1 of chapter 78-592, Laws of
Florida; section 1 of chapter 82-370, Laws of Florida; and
section 1 of chapter 85-491, Laws of Florida, are anended to
read:

Section 1. Council created.--There is hereby chartered
and created a voluntary nonprofit mea—prof+t organization to
be known as the "Pinellas Police Standards Council, "+

hereinafter called "the council," to conduct continuous
pl anni ng and studies for the purpose of making recomrendati ons
to the Pinellas County |egislative del egation concerning
count ywi de coeunty—wde police standards covering every aspect
of |aw enforcemnent.

The council shall not have power to conpel any action

by any | aw enforcenent agency or nunicipality but shall seek
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to pronote a total cooperative effort between itself and the
various nunicipalities to upgrade and preserve responsible
| ocal | aw enforcenent agencies and to assist the Legislature
inits efforts toward that end.

Section 2. Menbership of the council; terms of office;
vacanci es. --The council shall be conposed coemprised of nenbers
to be selected as foll ows:

(a) The chief of police &ne—{1)—+enber fromeach | aw

enf orcenent agency enploying | aw enforcenent officers as

defined in chapter 943, Florida Statutes, having its

headquart ers munieipatty in Pinellas County having—i+ts—own
poH-—ce—departrent—to—be—theChief—of—Poetiece or his designee

(b) The Sheriff of Pinellas County or his designee.

(c) The State Attorney or his designee ene—{i)—renber
froem-the—State-Attorney—s——staff—who—shalH—be—a prosecuting
attorney—or—investi-gator—to—be—appointed-bytheState
Attoerney.

(d The director of the Southeastern Public Safety
Institute at St. Petersburg Junior Coll ege PrreHas—Potice

Acadermy or his designee.

the—setection—of—renbers—

Section 3. Oficers; neetings; quorum --

(a) The council shall elect one of its nenbers as
chai rman, who shall serve fromJune 1 through May 31 of the
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1| following year. O her offices, if any, shall be created by the
2| council.

3 (b) The council shall neet at |east once each nonth,
4 | at such other tinmes as the council may determ ne, and at any
5] other tine at the call of the chairman. It shall adopt rules
6| for the transaction of business and keep records a—+record of
7] its transactions, resolutions, findings, determnations, and
8 | recommendati ons, whi ch records shall be public records &

9 | pubte—record.

10 (c) At all neetings of the council, there—shat—be

11 | eteven{ti)—renbers—+eguired—for a quorum shall consist of a
12 | mpjority of the nenbership. Ne Oficial business of the

13 | council nmay not shaH- be transacted unless a quorumis

14 | present.

15 Section 4. Powers and duties.--In the perfornmance of
16 | its duties and the execution of its functions under this act,
17 | the council shall have the follow ng powers:

18 (a) To nmmintain an office at such place or places

19| within Pinellas County as it designates may—destghate.

20 (b) To hold public hearings and sponsor public foruns.
21 (c) To enter into agreenents with, accept and expend
22 | federal funds and grants fromand accept and use services

23| from

24 (1) The Federal Governnment and its agenci es.

25 (2) The state governnent and it agenci es.

26 (3) The county governnent and its agenci es—ihetutifg
27 | the—PirreHas—County—Petice—Acadeny.

28 (4) The several municipalities in Pinellas County.

29 (5) Private or civic sources

30

31
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1 (d) To study and conduct investigations into the

2 | financial and ot her operations of each runicipal police

3 | departnent.

4 (e) To study ways to pronote cooperation between al

5] law enforcenent agencies in securing efficient and effective
6 | | aw enforcement.

7 (f) To reconmend cooperative policies for the

8 | coordination of |law enforcenent within Pinellas County and al
9]its nunicipalities.

10 (g) To make reconmendations that whieh would lead to
11| the elimnation of duplication of effort, if any.

12 (h) To hire an executive director to conduct the

13 | business of the council at its direction and supervi se such
14 | ot her enpl oyees as are authorized by the council to perform
15 | necessary tasks Makerecomrendations—concernng—a—civit

16 | serviee—systemfor—those—departients—which—donot—presentty
17 | have—steh—a——system

18 (i) To nake recommendati ons concerning mi ni mum

19 | standards for inA—eennectien—wth enpl oyment ;—eonpensation
20 [tetuting—retirerent—ptans)and trai ning of | aw enforcenent
21 | potiee officers and | aw enforcenent support personnel, as well
22 | as departnmental facilities, equipnent, and ever—atH—rmanpower
23 | needs. Constderation—shoutd—be—givenrto—a—un-foermecounty—wide
24 | mnrum-satary—scale—desighet—to—di-scotrage—personnet
25 | turnover—
26 (j) To make reconmendations concerning | aw enfor cement
27 | in general which would enhance the quality of such | aw
28 | enforcement.
29 (k) €3y To Fhe—Councit—shatt provide for a centralized
30 | screening and information center on prospective |aw
31| enforcenent officers in Pinellas County, to be known as the
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Public Safety Applicant Screening Service (PSASS). TFhe
el ¥ I et I I . : I
centrati—zed—information—center—

(1) The council shall provide standardized fornmns,
screeni ng, testing, physieat—exams—and ot her necessary
background research concerni ng ef prospective applicants and
shall provide information froma the centralized candi date
pool to |aw enforcenent agencies in Pinellas County. Each |aw
enforcenent agency may shat- use the forms provided by the
council -and shall provide to the council for use by PSASS i+
the—Center copies of applications and results of any screening
and background investigation perfornmed by the agency. Wen
processi ng applicants, each | aw enforcenent agency may shatt
request a report from PSASS the—Center regardi ng any
prospective enpl oyee of that agency. Applicant informtion
from PSASS the—Center shall enty be rel eased only upon the
request of a |law enforcenent agency and the applicant.

(2) The council's annual budget shall be submitted to
the Board of County Comm ssioners for their approval. Fundging
for- The provisions of this section shall be funded by a $2
court cost two—doeHar—assesstent on all payable offenses, to
be assessed by the circuit and county courts in Pinellas
County on all contested and uncontested traffic cases,
crimnal and civil, excluding parking fines, bicycle
vi ol ations, and pedestrian violations that whteh are payable

of fenses. Additional funding may be secured by the council by
assessing the | aw enforcenent peH—ce agencies a fee for the

cost of screening the applicants.
(3) The council nmmy establish reasonable fees to be

paid by applicants to offset a portion of the screening costs

: he el " : ot I

5

CODI NG Wr ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIRPLO O N D WNPER O

ENROLLED
1997 Legislature HB 635, First Engrossed

r : I . I F . I I
ot el . o L
(1) To provide simlar applicant testing, screening,

and information services, as outlined in this section, for the

state and its agencies, Pinellas County, the severa

nmunicipalities within Pinellas County, or entities that

provide public-safety-related services through contract with

any of the foregoing, for prospective candidates for |aw

enforcenent, |aw enforcenent support, corrections, or public

safety positions, including, but not linmted to, |aw

enforcenent officer, corrections officer, public safety

answering point call taker, dispatcher, comunications

operator, crime scene technician, firefighter, energency

nedi cal technician, or paranedic. The council nmay enter into

agreenents necessary to carry out this work, with the costs of

such screening, including a reasonable all owance for overhead,

bei ng paid by the agency receiving the service. Such

agreenents may provide for reasonable fees to be paid by

applicants to offset a portion of the screening costs.

Section 5. Conpensation and expenses. --Mnbers of the
council shall receive no conpensation for their services, but
if funds are nade available they shall be entitled to
rei mbursenent for necessary travel and other expenses incurred
in the work of the council. The several nunicipalities of the
county are authorized to provide personnel, facilities, and
funds to assist in the work of the council.

Section 6. Adoption of recommendati ons and procedure
after adoption.--Reconmmendations of f+remthe council or its
nmenbers shall be adopted by a majority vote of the nenbers
present. Followi ng adoption of a recomendation, said
reconmendation shall be reduced to witing and sent to the
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Pinell as County | egislative del egation no | ess than sixty—{60)
days prior to each regular annual session thereof.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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