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By the Conmittee on Education/K-12 and Representative
Mer chant

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to certification and

3 preparation of educators; anending s. 231.17,
4 F.S.; revising educator certification

5 requi renments; specifying mni num conpetenci es;
6 maki ng conforni ng changes; authorizing schoo

7 districts to provide alternate certification

8 prograns and systens for denpnstrating

9 pr of essi onal conpetence; specifying nni num
10 requirenments; requiring approval by the

11 Departnent of Education; requiring

12 denonstrati on of professional conpetence within
13 a certain period; providing exceptions;

14 aut hori zi ng the Conmi ssioner of Education to
15 contract for witten certification

16 exam nations; deleting state university

17 responsibility for such exani nations; deleting
18 requi renments for professional orientation

19 prograns; deleting requirenents for

20 certification to teach certain ages and grades;
21 anending s. 231.24, F.S., relating to renewal
22 of educator certification; providing for

23 ext ensi ons of professional certificates;

24 extendi ng perm ssion to use certain training
25 for renewal of any certification

26 speci alization; deleting additional renewal

27 requirenents for certificate hol ders not

28 enpl oyed in instructional positions; providing
29 for reissuance of expired certificates;

30 anending s. 231.29, F.S., relating to

31 assessnent procedures and criteria; requiring

1
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the inclusion of a new assessnent criterion
based on ability to verbally conmuni cate;
anending s. 240.529, F.S., relating to approval
of teacher preparation prograns; requiring
enphasi s on educator acconplished practices;
del eting obsol ete dates; deleting references to
prof essional orientation prograns; requiring

hi gher education institutions to assist in
conti nued program approval ; del eting

consi deration of graduates of out-of-state and
al ternate preparation prograns; making
conform ng changes in preservice field
experiences; providing technical changes;
repealing s. 231.172, F.S., relating to
alternate preparation prograns for teachers;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 231.17, Florida Statutes, 1996
Suppl enent, is anended to read:

231.17 Oficial statenents of eligibility and
certificates granted on application to those neeting
prescribed requirenents. --

(1) APPLI CATI ON REQUHRENVENTS. - -

&) Each person seeking certification pursuant to this
chapter shall submit a conpleted application to the Departnent
of Education and renit the fee required pursuant to s. 231. 30.

tb) Pursuant to the—previstons—n s. 120.60, the
Departnent of Education shall issue within 90 cal endar days
after of the stanped receipted date of the conpleted

2
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application an official statenent of eligibility for
certification or a certificate covering the classification
| evel, and area for which the applicant is deened qualifi ed.
(2) STATEMENT OF ELIGBILITY.--
+- The statenent of eligibility nust shalH—be+ssued
to advi se the applicant of the qualifications that nmust be

conpleted to qualify for the tenporary or professiona
certificate sought. Each statement of eligibility is shaH—be
valid for 2 years after its fromthe date of issuance and may
be reissued for one additional 2-year period if application is
made while the initial statement of eligibility is valid or
within 1 year after the initial statement expires.

(3) TEMPORARY CERTI FI CATE. - -

(a) 2+~ The departnment shall issue a tenporary

certificate to any applicant who subnmits satisfactory evidence
of possessing the qualifications for such a certificate as
prescribed by this chapter and by rules of the state board.
Each tenporary certificate is valid for 2 years after the date

of its issuance and is nonrenewabl e, except as otherw se

provided in subsection (6).

(b) Issuance of the tenporary certificate shall occur

when the departnent:
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1 1. b— Receives the applicant's fingerprint reports from
2| the Departnent of Law Enforcenent and the Federal Bureau of

3| Investigation pursuant to s. 231.02, s—23%+—3171+2-and

4 2.¢~ Determines that the applicant is qualified for

5| the tenporary certificate.

6 (c) To qualify be—deered—equatified for a tenporary

7 | professtonal certificate, the applicant nust fer—eertifiecation
8 | shatt+

9 1. File awitten statenment under oath that the

10 | applicant subscribes to and will uphold the principles

11 ) incorporated in the Constitutions of the United States and of
12 | the State of Florida.s:

13 2. Be at least 18 years of age.:

14 3. Docunent receipt of a bachelor's or higher degree
15 ) froman accredited institution of higher |earning. The

16 | bachelor's or higher degree may shatH- not be required in areas
17 | approved in rule by the State Board of Education as nondegreed
18 | areas. Each applicant seeking initial certification nust shat+
19 | have attained at least a 2.5 overall grade point average on a
20| 4.0 scale in the applicant's major field of study. At—teast—36
21 | ef—the—total—nunber—of—senester—hours—r+egured—for—the—i+n-tial
22 | secontdary—certiiteate—area—on—a professtonal——certifcate—shatt
23 | be—earned—in—ecourses—+n—the—fHetdof——speectatizat-onno—rore
24 | than—nine—of—which—shat—be—earned—+n—a—coHege—of—education
25 | untess—the—apptecant—s—ecourses—+n—the—spectatzatton—+fietd
26 | were—offered—onty—+nthe—ecoHege—of—education—The appli cant
27 | may docunent the required education by submtting official
28 | transcripts frominstitutions of higher education or by
29 | authori zing the direct subm ssion of such official transcripts
30 | through established el ectronic network systemns. ;-
31

4
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1 4. Meet such academ c and professional requirenents

2 | based on credentials certified by standard institutions of

3| higher learning, including any institutions of higher |earning
4]1in this state whieh—are accredited by an accrediting

5| association that whieh is a nmenber of the Comm ssion on

6 | Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation, as may—be

7| prescribed by the state board. ;-

8 5. Be conpetent and capable of performng the duties,
9| functions, and responsibilities of a teacher. s

10 6. Be of good noral character.

11 +—Dbemonstrate—rmastery—of —theninim-conpetencies

12 | regui+red—by——subseetion{(2)—and

13 8——Conptete—theprofessionat—orientation—program

14 | regut+red—by——subsection—{3)+—

15

16 | Rul es adopted pursuant to this section shall provide for the
17 | revi ew and acceptance of credentials fromforeign institutions
18 | of higher | earning.

19 (4) PROFESSI ONAL CERTI FI CATE. - - The departnent shal

20| i ssue a professional certificate for a period not to exceed 5
21 | years to any applicant who neets the requirenents for a

22 | tenporary certificate and docunents mastery of the m ni mum
23 | conpetencies required by subsection (5). Mastery of the

24 | mi ni rum conpet enci es nust be docunented on a conprehensive

25| witten exam nation or through other criteria as specified by
26 | rules of the state board. Mastery of nini num conpetencies

27 | requi red under subsection (5) nmust be denonstrated in the

28 | foll owi ng areas

29 (a) GCeneral know edge, including the ability to read,
30| wite, and conpute.

31
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(b) Professional skills and know edge of the standards

of professional practice.

(c) The subject matter in each area for which

certification is sought.
(5)2r M NI MUM COWETENCI ES FOR PROFESS| ONAL
CERTI FI CATE. - -
(a) The state board nust specify, by rule, the nini num

essential conpetencies that educators nust possess and

denonstrate in order to qualify to teach students the

st andards of student perfornmance adopted by the state board.

The m ni num conpet enci es nust i ncl ude Each—professional
e . ket gt o I

adopted—into—rules—bythestateboeard—inetuding;-but are not
limted tosthe ability to

1. Wite in a logical and understandable style with
appropriate granmar and sentence structure.:

2. Read, conprehend, and interpret professional and
other witten material. s+

3. Conprehend and work with fundanental nathematica
concepts. +

4. Recogni ze signs of severe enotional distress in
students and te apply techniques of crisis intervention with
an enphasis on suicide prevention and positive enotiona
devel opnent . -

6
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5. Recogni ze signs of al cohol and drug abuse in
students and te apply counseling techniques with enphasis on
intervention and prevention of future abuse.:

6. Recogni ze the physical and behavioral indicators of
child abuse and neglect, to know rights and responsibilities
regardi ng reporting, to know howto care for a child's needs
after a report is nade, and te know recognition, intervention,
and prevention strategies pertaining to child abuse and
negl ect which that can be related to children in a cl assroom
setting in a nonthreatening, positive manner. i

7. Conprehend patterns of physical, social, and
academ ¢ devel opnent in students, including exceptiona
students in the regular classroom and te counsel these the

saffe students concerning their needs in these areas.
8. Recogni ze and be aware of the instructional needs
of exceptional students.:

9. Conprehend patterns of nornmal Recoeghize—disorders

of- devel opnent in students and enpl oy appropriate intervention

strategies for disorders of devel opnent. +

10. ldentify and conprehend the codes and standards of
prof essi onal ethics, perfornmance, and practices adopted
pursuant to s. 231.546(2)(b), the grounds for disciplinary
action provided by s. 231.28, and the procedures for resolving
conplaints filed pursuant to this chapter, including appea
processes. ;—and

11. Recogni ze and denpnstrate awareness of the
educati onal needs of students who have having linited
proficiency in English and enpl oy appropriate teaching
strat egi es.

12. Use appropriate technol ogy in teaching and

| earni ng processes.

7
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13. Use assessnent strategies to assist the continuous

devel opnent of the |earner

14. Use teaching and |l earning strategi es that include

consi dering each student's culture, |learning styles, special

needs, and soci oecononi ¢ background.

15. Denonstrate knowl edge and understandi ng of the

subject matter that is aligned with the subject know edge and

skills specified in the student performance standards approved

by the state board.

(b) The state board shall designate the certification

areas for whith subject area tests shatH—be—developed

However, an applicant may satisfy the subject area and

prof essi onal knowl edge testing requirenents by attaining

scores on corresponding tests fromthe National Teachers

Exam nati on series, and successors to that series, that neet

standards established by the state board. The Coll ege Level

Acadenmic Skills Test, a sinmilar test approved by the state
8
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1| board, or, beginning January 1, 1996, the National Teachers

2 | Exami nation nust shat be used by degreed personnel to

3 | denpbnstrate mastery of general know edge as required in

4 | paragraph (4)(a)subparagraph—*. The Col |l ege Level Academ c

5] Skills Test shall be waived for any applicant who passed the
6 | reading, witing, and mathematics subtest of the forner etd

7| Florida Teacher Certification Exam nation or the Coll ege Level
8 | Acadenmic Skills Test and subsequently obtained a certificate
9| pursuant to this chapter

10 te)—FEach—person—seeking—initial——certiHcation—shat+

11 | have—earned—credi-ts—+n—courses——+etatedtonormat—chitd

12 | devetoprent—and—the—disorders—of—developrent—

13 (6) EXCEPTI ONS FOR | SSUANCE COF CERTI FI CATES. - -

14 (a) e The departnent shall issue a tenporary

15| certificate to an applicant Apetrsoerr who neets al

16 | requirenents established by law and e+ rule for issuance of a
17 | professional certificate, other than passing the exanination;-
18 | suceesstuHy—econpteting—theH+rst—year—of—theprofessional

19 | ertentatioen—program-or conpleting the professional education
20 | courses in which the applicant is deficient,—shaH—beissued—=a
21 | nonrenewable—2-—year—tenporary—certi-eate.

22 (b) The departnent shall issue However—the—State

23 | Board—of—FEducation—shatt—adopt—rutes—to—attowfor—the—issuance
24 | ef -

25 4~ one nonrenewabl e 2-year tenporary certificate and
26 | one nonrenewabl e 5-year professional certificate to a

27 | qualified applicant ar—+ndividda who hol ds a bachelor's

28 | degree in the area of speech-language inpairnment to allow for
29 | conpletion of a naster's degree programin speech-1anguage

30 | i npai rnent.

31
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(c) The state board shall adopt rules to allow the

departnent to reissue tenporary certificates as foll ows:

1.2~ One additional 2-year tenporary certificate when
the requirenents for the professional certificate were not
conpl et ed because of the serious illness, injury, or other
extraordi nary, extenuating circunstance of the applicant.

2.3— A 1-year extension of the tenmporary certificate
for an applicant who was enpl oyed | ess than 99 days during the
first year of teaching.

3.4~ Two additional 2-year tenporary certificates to
an applicant who is conpleting the training and professiona
educati on course eertifieat+onr requirenents for an English or
| anguage arts teacher of H-mted—EngHsh—profietent students

with limted proficiency in English.

4.5~ A 1-year extension of the tenmporary certificate
to a foreign educated applicant who is conpleting professiona
certification requirenents, or to a bilingual curricul um

content teacher of HmtedEngtHshprofieient students with

limted proficiency in English

5. One additional 2-year tenporary certificate to an

applicant who is conpleting college credits to satisfy the

prof essi onal education requirenents for certification

The departnent shall rei ssue;—purstant—to—this—paragtaph-a

tenporary certificate upon the witten request of the district
school superintendent, the governing authority of a
devel opnental research school, or the governing authority of a

st at e- supported school or nonpublic school wth—an—approved

F . | . .
(7) DEMONSTRATI ON OF PROFESSI ONAL EDUCATI ON

COMPETENCE. - -

10
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(a) Each school district may devel op and nmmintain an

alternative certification program by whi ch nenbers of the

district's instructional staff nmay satisfy the professiona

educati on course requirenents specified in rules of the state

board for issuance of a professional certificate. The state

board nust adopt, by rule, standards and guidelines for the

approval of alternative certification progranms. Each approved

program nust include nethods for identifying each applicant's

entry-l evel teaching conpetencies and nmust require each

appli cant to:

1. Have expertise in the subject and neet requirenents

for specialization in a subject area for which a professiona

certificate may be issued under this chapter and rules of the

state board

2. Conplete training in only those conpetency areas in

whi ch deficiencies are identified.

3. Conplete the program and denonstrate professiona

educati on conpetence within 2 years after initial enploynent

as a nenber of the district's instructional staff.

(b) Each school district nust develop and maintain a

system by which nenbers of the district's instructional staff

nmay denonstrate the professional education conpetence required

by this section for issuance of a professional certificate.

Each district's system nust be based on cl assroom application

and instructional performance and nust include a perfornmance

eval uation plan for docunenting the denonstration of required

pr of essi onal educati on conpetence. Each individual enployed as

a menber of the district's instructional staff on or after

July 1, 1997, nust denonstrate mastery of the required

prof essi onal educati on conpetence within the first year of

enpl oynent, unl ess the individual
11
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1 1. Has conpleted an approved teacher preparation

2| program at a postsecondary institution within this state;

3 2. Has conpleted a teacher education training program
4| and has had at |l east 2 years of successful full-tine teaching
5| experi ence in another state; or

6 3. |Is participating in the district's alternate

7| certification program

8 (c) Each district school board may expend educati ona

9| training funds provided under ss. 236.081 and 236.0811 to

10 | i npl enent this subsection.

11 (d) The departnent nust approve prograns and systens
12 | devel oped to denonstrate professional education conpetence.
13 (8) EXAM NATI ONS. - -

14 (a) te)y The conmi ssioner, with the approval of the

15| state board, may contract asstgi—te—a—uni-versity—i+n—the—state
16 | systemthe—+esponsibitity for devel opi ng, printing,

17 | adni ni stering, scoring, and previding appropriate anal ysis of
18 | the witten tests required.

19 (b) t+)> The state board shall, by rule, specify the

20 | exam nation scores that are the—achi-evenent—of—whi-eh—shatH—be
21 | required for the issuance of a professional certificate and
22 | certain tenporary certificates. Wen the Coll ege Level

23| Academic Skills Test is used to denpnstrate general know edge,
24 | such rul es nust shatH provide an alternative nmethod by which
25| an applicant may denonstrate mastery of general know edge,

26 | including the ability to read, wite, or conpute, nust shat-
27 | define generic subject area conpetencies, and nust shaH-

28 | establish uniformeval uation guidelines. The alternative

29 | net hod nust shatt

30 1. Apply only to an applicant who has successfully

31| conpleted all prerequisites for issuance of the professiona

12
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certificate, except passing one specific subtest of the
Col | ege Level Academic Skills Test, and who has taken and
failed to achieve a passing score on that subtest at | east
four tines.

2. Require notification fromthe superintendent of the
enpl oyi ng school district, the governing authority of the
enpl oyi ng devel oprental research school, or the governing
authority of the enploying state-supported school or nonpublic

school with—an—approved—professional—orientatioen—program t hat

the applicant has satisfactorily denonstrated nmastery of the
subj ect area covered by that specific subtest—Suech—rastery
shatH—be—dempnst+rated t hrough successful experience in the
prof essi onal application of generic subject area conpetencies
and proficient acadenic performance in that subject area. The
deci sion of the superintendent or governing authority shall be
based on a review of the applicant's official academc
transcript and notification fromthe applicant's principal, a
peer teacher, and a district-level supervisor that the
appl i cant has denonstrated successful professional experience
in that subject area

(c)tgr | f an applicant takes an exam nati on devel oped

by this state and Provision—shat—bernadefor—aperson—who

does not achieve the score necessary for certification, the

applicant may to review his or her conpleted exani nation and

bring to the attention of the departnent any errors that would
result in a passing score.

(d) th)y The departnment and the board shall maintain
confidentiality of the exam nation, devel opnental naterial s,
and wor kpapers, and the exam nation, developnental materials,

and wor kpapers are shatH+—be exenpt from the—provistoens—of s.

13
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(9) (4> NONCI TI ZENS. - -

(a) The state board nmay adopt shaH—have—authority—to
preseribe rul es for issuing wnder—which certificates may—be

issued to noncitizens who may be needed to teach and who are

legally adnmitted to the United States through the United
States Inmmigration and Naturalization Service. The filing of
a witten oath to uphold the principles of the Constitutions
of the United States and of the State of Florida, required
under subparagraph (3)(c)1l., does referred—toe—above—sha-t not
apply to individuals assigned to teach on an exchange basi s.
(b) A Ne certificate may not shat be issued to a
citizen of a nation controlled by forces that whieh are

antagoni stic to denocratic forns of governnent, except to an
i ndi vi dual who has been legally adnitted to the United States
through the Inmigration and Naturalization Servi ce.
(10) ¢5r DENI AL OF CERTI FI CATE. - -
(a) The Department of Education may is—atthorized—to
deny an applicant a certificate if the departnent +t possesses

evi dence satisfactory to it that the applicant has comrtted
an act or acts,or that a situation exists,for which the
Education Practices Commi ssion would be authorized to revoke a
teaching certificate.
(b) The decision of the Departnent of Education is
subj ect to review by the Education Practices Conmi ssion upon
17
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1| the filing of a witten request fromthe applicant within 20
2| days after froemreceipt of the notice of denial

3 (11) 6y STATE BOARD RULES. - - By Jantary—1,—199%-The

4| State Board of Education shall adopt premttgate rules as

5| necessary to inplenent this section fer—initial—eertification
6 e ooty . ittt I I I

7 | spans—prekindergarten—or—age3—through—grade—3,—¢grades—>5

8 | threugh—9—and—others—as—destgnated—by—the—State Board—-of

9 | Edueation

10 (12) 4 PRI OR APPLI CATI ON. - - These Persons who apply

11| for initial professional or tenporary certification are shatH-
12 | be governed by the law and rules in effect at the tine of

13 | application for issuance of the initial certificate.

14 (13) (8 PERSONNEL RECORDS. - - The Departnent of

15 | Education shall maintain a conplete statenent of the acadenic
16 | preparation, professional training, and teaching experience of
17 | each person to whoma certificate is issued. The applicant or
18 | the superintendent shall furnish the information using a

19| format or forns provided by the departnent.

20 Section 2. Section 231.24, Florida Statutes, is

21 | anended to read

22 231.24 Process for renewal of professiona

23 | certificates.--

24 (1) (a) School districts in this state shall renew be
25 | responsibre—for—renewal—of state-issued professiona

26 | certificates as foll ows:

27 1. Each school district shall renew state-issued

28 | professional certificates for individuals who hold a

29 | professional certificate by this state and are enpl oyed by i+#r
30 | that district—Renrewats——shatH—be—granted pursuant to criteria
31
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established in subsections (2), (3), and (4) and requirenents
specified in rules of the State Board of Education

2. The enploying school district may charge the
i ndi vidual an application fee not to exceed the anmobunt charged
by the Departnent of Education for such services, including
associated | ate renewal fees. Each school board shal
transnit nonthly to the departnent $20 for each renewed
certificate to cover the costs for nmintenance and operation
of the statew de certification database and for costs incurred
in printing and mailing such renewed certificates. As defined
in current rules of the State Board of Education, the
departnent shall contribute a portion of such fee for purposes
of funding the Educator Recovery Network as established in s.
231. 263. The departnent shall deposit all funds shat—be

deposi-tetd—by—the—departwent into the Educational Certification
Trust Fund for use as antd—used—+For—purposes specified in s.
231. 30.

(b) The departnent shall renew +s—responsibte—Ffor
renewal—of state-issued professional certificates for
i ndi viduals who are not enpl oyed by a school board of this

st at e—Renewats—shat—be—granted pursuant to criteria

established in subsections (2), (3), and (4) and requirenents

specified in rules of the State Board of Education

(2) Al professional certificates, except a
nonr enewabl e professional certificate, tssued—to——school
petsonnet shall be renewabl e for successive periods not to
exceed 5 years after fromthe date of submission of
docunent ati on of conpletion of the requirenments for renewal
provided in subsection (3). Only one renewal may be granted
during each 5-year validity period of a professiona
certificate. However, if the renewal application formis not
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recei ved by the department or by the enploying school district
before the expiration of the professional certificate, the
application form application fee, and a | ate fee nust shaH
be subnitted before prioer—toe July 1 of the year follow ng
expiration of the certificate in order to renew the

prof essional certificate. The state board shall adopt rules to
allow a 1-year extension of the validity period of a

prof essional certificate in the event of serious illness,
injury, or other extraordinary extenuating circunstances of
the applicant. The departnment shall grant such 1l-year
extensi on upon witten request by the applicant or by ef the

superintendent of the |ocal school district or the governing

authority of a devel opnental research school, state-supported

school, or nonpublic school that enploys the applicant has—an
I : . I . .

(3) For the renewal of a professional certificate, the

followi ng requirenents nust shakH- be net:

(a)*— The applicant nust shat earn a mni num of 6
college credits or 120 inservice points or a conbination
t hereof. For each area of specialization to be retained on a
certificate, the applicant nust shat earn at |least 3 of the
required credit hours or equivalent inservice points in the
speci alization area. Education in "clinical educator" training
pursuant to s. 240.529(5)(b) and credits or points that
provide training in the area of exceptional student education
normal child devel opnent, and the di sorders of devel opnent nay
be applied toward any specialization area. Yatit—3une—36+
2860 Credits or points that provide training in the areas of
drug abuse, child abuse and negl ect, strategies in teaching
H-ted—EnghH-sh—proefi+etrent students having linited proficiency
in English,or dropout prevention, or training in areas
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identified in the educational goals and performance standards
adopted pursuant to ss. 229.591(3) and 229.592 nay be applied
toward any specialization area. Credits or points earned

t hrough approved sumrer institutes may be applied toward the
fulfillnment of these requirenents. Inservice points may al so
be earned by participation in professional growh conponents
approved by the State Board of Education and specified
pursuant to s. 236.0811 in the district's approved master plan
for inservice educational training, including, but not linted
to, serving as a trainer in an approved teacher training
activity, serving on an instructional materials commttee or a
state board or conmission that deals with educati onal issues,
or serving on an advisory council created pursuant to s.

229. 58.

(b)2-In lieu of college course credit or inservice
points, the applicant may renew a specialization area by
passage of a state board approved subject area test or by
conpl etion of a departnent approved sumer work programin a
busi ness or industry directly related to an area of
specialization listed on the certificate. The state board
shal | adopt rules providing for the approval procedure.

(c)3~ | f tnthe—event an applicant wishes to retain
nore than two specialization areas on the certificate, the
applicant shall be permitted two successive validity periods
for renewal of all specialization areas, but nust earn-—

Howevers—at no t+re—shatt fewer than 6 college course credit
hours or the equival ent be—earned in any one validity period.

I i g ho—hold : I
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(4) \When any person who holds a valid tenporary
certificate or professional Horirda—teacher—s certificate is

called into or volunteers for actual wartine service or
required peacetine nmilitary service training, the certificate
shal|l be renewed for a period of tinme equal to the tine spent
in mlitary service if the—provided—sueh person makes proper
application and presents substantiating evidence to the
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1| departnent or the enploying school district regardi ng such

2| mlitary service

3 (5) The state board shall adopt rules to allow the

4 | reinstatenent of expired professional certificates. The

5| departnent nmay reinstate an expired professional certificate
6| within 3 years after the date of expiration if the

7 | certificatehol der

8 (a) Subnits an application for reinstatenent of the

9| expired certificate.

10 (b) Docunents conpletion of 6 college credits during
11 ) the 5 years imedi ately preceding rei nstatenent of the expired
12 | certificate, conpletion of 120 inservice points, or a

13 | conbination thereof, in an area specified in subsection

14 |(3) (a).

15 (c) During the 5 years immediately precedi ng

16 | reinstatenent of the certificate, achieves a passing score on
17 | the subject area test for each subject to be shown on the

18 | reinstated certificate.

19

20| The requirenents of this subsection may not be satisfied by
21| subject-area tests or college credits conpleted for issuance
22| of the certificate that has expired.

23 Section 3. Subsection (3) of section 231.29, Florida
24 | Statutes, is anended to read:

25 231.29 Assessnent procedures and criteria.--

26 (3) A conplete statenment of the assessnent criteria
27 | shall include, but is shaH- not be linmted to, observable

28 | indicators that relate to the foll ow ng

29 (a) Ability to use appropriate classroom nanagenent
30 | techniques, including ability to maintain appropriate

31| discipline.
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(b) Know edge of subject matter. The district schoo
board shall nake special provisions for evaluating teachers
who are assigned to teach out-of-field.

(c) Ability to plan and deliver instruction

(d) Ability to evaluate instructional needs.

(e) Ability to communi cate verbally.

(f) ey O her professional conpetencies,
responsibilities, and requirenents as deternm ned by the | oca
district.

Section 4. Subsections (2), (4), (5), and (6), and
par agraph (b) of subsection (9) of section 240.529, Florida
Statutes, are anended to read

240.529 Public accountability and state approval for
t eacher preparation prograns. --

(2) DEVELOPMENT OF TEACHER PREPARATI ON PROGRAMS. - - A
system shal |l be devel oped by the Departnent of Education in
col l aboration with institutions of higher education to assi st
departnments and coll eges of education in the restructuring of
their prograns to neet the need for producing quality teachers
now and in the future. The system shall assist teacher
educators in conceptualizing, developing, inplenenting, and
eval uating progranms that neet state-adopted standards. The
Educati on Standards Commi ssion shall have primary
responsibility for recommendi ng these standards to the State
Board of Education for adoption. These standards shal
enphasi ze quality indicators drawn fromresearch, professiona
literature, recogni zed guidelines, Florida essential teaching
conpet enci es and educat or-acconpl i shed practices, effective

cl assroom practices, and the outcones of the state system of
school inprovement and education accountability, ant

“BHueprint—20060,"as wel| as perfornmance neasures. Departnents
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and col | eges of education shall nake every attenpt to secure

priority funding for ensure—that teacher preparation prograns

and courses enphasi zing the state system of school inprovenent

and educati on-account abi | i t y*Brueptint—26066"concepts and
st andar ds receive—prtority—Ttunting.
(4) CONTI NUED PROGRAM APPROVAL. - - Beginnaing—Jtty—1-

1995—and Not wi t hst andi ng the—proevistons—oef subsection (3),
failure by a public or nonpublic teacher preparation program

to neet the criteria for continued program approval shal
result in |oss of program approval. The Departnent of
Education,in collaboration with the departnments and col | eges
of education, shall devel op procedures for continued program
approval whi ch that docunent the continuous inprovenent of
program processes and graduates' perfornance.

(a) Continued approval of specific teacher preparation
prograns at each public and nonpublic institution of higher
education within the state i s shatt—be contingent upon the
passing of the state witten exam nation required by s. 231.17
s—23+31/2)yby at least 80 percent of the graduates of the

program who take the exam nation ant—the—sueceesstul—comptetion

petrecent—of—the—graduates—who—enter—such—prograns. On request

of an institution, the Departnent of Education shall provide
an anal ysis of the performance of the graduates of such
institution with respect to the conpetenci es assessed by the
exam nation required by s. 231.17.

(b) Additional criteria for continued program approval
for public institutions may be devel oped by the Education
St andar ds Commi ssi on and approved by the State Board of
Education. Such criteria nust shatH- enphasi ze out cone neasures

and may include, but need not be limted to, program
25
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1| graduates' satisfaction with training and the unit's

2 | responsi veness to local school districts. Additional criteria
3| for continued program approval for nonpublic institutions

4 | shall be devel oped in the sane manner as for public
5|institutions; however, such criteria nmust shatH be based upon
6| significant, objective, and quantifiable graduate perfornmance
7 | nmeasures. Responsibility for collecting data on outcone

8 | neasures through survey instrunments and other appropriate

9 | neans shall be shared by the institutions of higher education
10 | the Board of Regents, the State Board of |ndependent Coll eges
11| and Universities, and the Departnent of Education. tra—addition
12

13

14 | sampte—of—recent—out—of-—state—graduvates—teaching—i+nFHrorida—
15 | Begirmntng—Jdantary—1,—1995—and By January 1 of each suceeeding
16 | year, the Departnent of Education, in cooperation with the

17 | Board of Regents and the State Board of |ndependent Coll eges
18 | and Universities, shall report this information for each

19 | Heri+da postsecondary institution that has having

20 | state-approved prograns of teacher education to the Governor
21| the Comm ssi oner of Education, the Chancellor of the State

22 | University System the President of the Senate, the Speaker of
23 | the House of Representatives, all Florida postsecondary

24 | teacher preparation prograns, and interested nenbers of the
25 | general public. This report nust shatt+ anal yze the data and
26 | make recomendations for inproving irapreverent—of teacher

27 | preparation prograns in the state.

28 (c) Beginning July 1, 1997, continued approval for a
29 | teacher preparation programis shatH—be contingent upon the
30| results of annual reviews of the program conducted by the

31| institution of higher education, using procedures and criteria
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outlined in an institutional program evaluation plan approved
by the Departnment of Education. This plan nust shatH-
incorporate the criteria established in paragraphs (a) and (b)
and include provisions for involving primary stakehol ders,_
such as program graduates, district school personnel
cl assroom teachers, principals, community agencies, and
busi ness representatives in the evaluation process. Upon
request by an institution, the departnent shall provide
assi stance in devel opi ng, enhancing, or review ng the
institutional programevaluation plan and training eval uation
t eam menbers.

(5) PRESERVI CE FI ELD EXPERI ENCE. - - Beginning—Jtty—1-
+995-Al | postsecondary instructors, school district personne
and instructional personnel teaehers, and school sites

preparing instructional personnel teachers through preservice

field experience courses and internshi ps shall neet special
requi rements.

(a) Al instructors in postsecondary teacher
preparation prograns who instruct or supervise preservice
field experience courses or internships shall have at |east
one of the followi ng: specialized training in clinica
supervision; a valid professional teaching certificate
pursuant to ss. 231.17 and 231.24; at |east 3 years of
successful teaching experience in prekindergarten through
grade 12; or a comitnent to spend periods of tine specified
by State Board of Education rule teaching in the public
school s.

(b) Al school district personnel and instructiona

per sonnel teaehers who supervise or direct teacher preparation
students during field experience courses or internships nust
shatt+ have evidence of "clinical educator" training. The
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Educati on St andards Conmi ssion shall recommend, and the state
board shal |l approve, the training requirenents.

(c) Postsecondary teacher preparation prograns in
cooperation with district school boards and approved nonpublic
school associations shall select the school sites for
preservice field experience activities. These sites nust shat+

represent the full spectrum of school communities, including,
but not |linmted to, schools located in urban settings. In
order to be sel ected, school sites nust shal+ denonstrate

commtnment to the education of public school students and to
the preparation of future teachers. A nonpublic schoo

associ ation, in order to be approved, nust shat+ have a

st at e- approved master inservice program plan in accordance

with s. 236. 0811 ant—a——state—approved—professional—erientation

programptan—in—accordance—wth—s—231+-1+.
(6) STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE. - - The Educati on St andards

Commi ssi on shall recommend, and the State Board of Educati on
shal | approve, standards of excellence for teacher
preparation. These standards nust shatt exceed the

requi renments for program approval pursuant to subsection (3)
and nust shatH+ incorporate state and national recommendations

for exenplary teacher preparation prograns. Begianing—Jduby—1-
1995-Approved teacher preparation prograns that whieh neet

t hese standards of excellence shall receive public recognition
as prograns of excellence and may be eligible to receive

t eachi ng profession enhancenent grants pursuant to s.

240. 5291.

(9) PRETEACHER AND TEACHER EDUCATI ON PI LOT
PROGRAMS. - - Uni versities and community coll eges may establish
preteacher education and teacher education pilot prograns to
encourage promsing nnority students to prepare for a career
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in education. These pilot prograns shall be designed to
recruit and provide additional acadenmic, clinical, and
counsel i ng support for students whomthe institution judges to
be potentially successful teacher education candi dates, but
who may not neet teacher education program admni ssion
standards. Priority consideration shall be given to those
pil ot programs that whieh are jointly submtted by community
col | eges and uni versities.

(b) Universities and community colleges may adnmit into
the pilot programthose inconing students who denopnstrate an
interest in teaching as a career, but who nmay not neet the
requi renments for entrance into an approved teacher education
program

1. Flexibility may be given to coll eges of education
to devel op and market innovative teacher training prograns
directed at specific target groups such as graduates fromthe
col l eges of arts and sciences, enployed education
par apr of essional s, substitute teachers, early federa
retirees, and nontraditional college students. Prograns nust
be subnitted to the State Board of Education for approval.

2. Academically successful graduates in the fields of
liberal arts and science nmay be encouraged,—untder—s—23+—3172
to enbark upon a career in education

3. Models may be devel oped to provide a positive
initial experience in teaching in order to encourage
retention. Priority should be given to npbdels that encourage
m nority graduates.

Section 5. Section 231.172, Florida Statutes, is
r epeal ed

Section 6. This act shall take effect on July 1, 1997.
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