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HOUSE AMENDMENT

hbd- 09 Bill No. CS/CS/HBs 683 & 2131, 1st Eng.
Anmendnent No. (for drafter's use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON

Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

Representative(s) Chestnut, Warner, Cenons, Grcia,
Robert s-Burke, and Wse offered the follow ng:

Amendment to Senate Amendment (752876) (with title
amendment)

On page 1, line 18, through page 27, line 21
renove fromthe anmendnent: all of said |lines

and insert in lieu thereof:

Section 1. This act may be cited as the "Schoo
Readi ness Act of 1998." Nothing in this act is intended to
i npede or curtail the state's ability to draw down federa

funds. In the event of a conflict between the provisions of

this act and federal requirenents, the federal requirenents

shall control unless a waiver is obtained.

Section 2. Chapter 411, Florida Statutes, is renaned

" School Readi ness Partnership.”

Section 3. Section 411.01, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
411.01 Florida Partnership for School Readi ness, Inc.

School Readi ness Coalitions. --
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(1) LEG SLATIVE | NTENT. - -
(a)1. Recognizing new brain research that shows early

intervention in a child s devel opnent can nake a substanti al

difference in the child's ability to learn in school and

succeed in life, it is the intent of the Legislature that the

early chil dhood health care, child care, and education of

children frombirth to 6 years of age becone a top priority

t hroughout the state.

2. As used in this chapter, the term"child care"

i ncludes formal and infornmal arrangenents, including but not

limted to child care centers, day care hones, private

providers, and relative care. The term"health care" incl udes

i muni zati ons, screenings, well-baby care, and other

preventive health care neasures. The term "education" includes

public and private prekindergarten and other education

pr ogr ans.
(b) Recognizing that high-quality early chil dhood

health care, child care, and educati on experiences increase

children's chances of educati onal success and reduce the need

for costly future intervention and renediation, it is the

intent of the Legislature that all children in Florida, from

birth until they are 6 years of age, have access to quality

early chil dhood health care, child care, and education to

enhance their readi ness to succeed i n school

(c) Recognizing that parents are responsible for the

early chil dhood health care, child care, and education of

their children, but also recognizing that the condition of

children in Florida nust be inproved, it is the intent of the

Legislature that | ocal conmunities offer assistance to

famlies to inprove the early chil dhood health care, child

care, and education of children under 6 years of age and the
2
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school readiness of all children who enter the state's public

school system High-quality early chil dhood experiences and

care should be provided with a m ni rum of governnenta

i nterference.

(d) The Legislature finds that for fanilies to nove to

and nmai ntain econonic self-sufficiency, Florida nust have an

efficient way for these famlies to access quality early

chil dhood health care, child care, and educati on services. The

Legi sl ature recogni zes that significant benefits will accrue

to children and fanilies who have efficient access to quality

early chil dhood health care, child care, and education

arrangenents.

(e) It is the intent of the Legislature that all early

chil dhood health care, child care, and education prograns and

services serving Florida children in the first 6 years of life

are consi dered school readi ness prograns. The Legislature

finds that despite the efforts of hundreds of thousands of

Fl ori di ans and increased col | aborati on anbng service

providers, services for young children remain uncoordi nat ed,

uneven in quality, and inaccessible to nany. It is the intent

of the Legislature that a true conti nuum of high-quality,

coordi nat ed, and conprehensive early chil dhood health care,

child care, and education be available to all children from

birth to 6 years of age

(f) The Legislature recogni zes new brain devel opnent

research enphasizing the critical inportance of the first

years of life in children's enotional, social, and cognitive

devel opnent, and that these scientific discoveries create an

opportunity to apply the findings to all prograns and services

for children frombirth to 6 years of age. The Legislature

al so recogni zes that the period of tine frombirth to 3 years
3

05/ 01/ 98
04: 14 pm 00683-0023- 135549

iginal & 9 copies




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNERPLO O N D WwNPRER O

HOUSE AMENDVMENT
hbd- 09 Bill No. CS/CS/HBs 683 & 2131, 1st Eng.
Anmendnent No. (for drafter's use only)

of age is an optimal tine for learning in the areas of notor

devel opnent, enotional control, vision, social attachnent,

vocabul ary, second | anguage, and | ogic.
(2) SCHOOL READI NESS PROGRAMS. - -
(a) For purposes of this chapter, all early chil dhood

health care, child care, and education prograns which are

funded with state, federal, lottery, or local public funds and

whi ch provide services to children frombirth to 6 years of

age shall be school readi ness progranms and shall work to

achieve their part of the goal of children entering schoo

with healthy bodies and healthy ninds, ready to succeed in

school .
(b) Publicly funded early chil dhood educati on and

child care prograns are defined as prekindergarten early

i ntervention prograns, Head Start prograns, prograns offered

by public or private providers of child care, preschoo

prograns for children with disabilities, prograns for ngrant

children, Title | prograns, subsidized child care prograns,

t eenage parent prograns, the Healthy Fanmilies Florida program

and ot her services.

(c) The Legislature recognizes that high quality early

chi | dhood education and child care prograns increase

children's chances of achieving future educational success and

beconi ng productive nenbers of society. Such programs shall be

devel opnental, serve as preventive neasures for children at

ri sk of future school failure, enhance the educati ona

readi ness of all children, and support fam |y education and

the i nvol venent of parents in their child s educationa

progress. Each early chil dhood education and child care

program shall provide the el enents necessary to hel p prepare

preschool children for school, including health screening and
4
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referral, a developnentally appropriate educati onal program

and opportunities for parental involvenent in the program

(d) Early chil dhood education and child care prograns

shall not exist as isolated progranms, but shall build upon

exi sting services and work in cooperation with other prograns

for young children, and these prograns and program funds shal

be coordinated to achieve full effectiveness.
(3) SCHOOL READI NESS GOVERNI NG BOARD. - -
(a) There is created a School Readi ness Governi ng

Board to operate as the board of directors of the Florida

Partnership for School Readiness, Inc., with responsibility

for adopting and mai ntai ni ng coordi nated programmti c,

adm nistrative, and fiscal policies and a commpn set of early

chil dhood health care, child care, and educati on standards for

all school readiness prograns, while allowi ng a wi de range of

progranmatic flexibility and differentiation. The governing

board shall deternine guidelines for granting programmtic

wai vers to any of its policies and standards. The governi ng

board shall establish goals for early chil dhood devel oprnent

| eadi ng to school readiness and policies that lead to the

achi evenent of these goals. The governi ng board shall devel op

a strategic plan for acconplishing these goals.

(b)1. The nenbers of the School Readi ness Governi ng

Board shall include the Governor, the Conm ssioner of

Education, the Secretary of Children and Famly Services, the
chair of the WAGES Program State Board of Directors, and the
chair of the Florida Council of 100, who shall be voting ex

of ficio nenbers.

2. The governing board shall also include ten voting

nenbers appoi nted by the Governor, who shall be business,

community, and civic leaders in the state who are not el ected
5
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to public office. Eight of the nenbers shall be appointed from

a list of ten noninees, of which five nust be subnitted by the

President of the Senate, and five nust be submitted by the

Speaker of the House of Representatives. The nenbers nust be

geogr aphi cally and denographically representative of the state

and nust not earn their incone in the early chil dhood

education and child care industry. These nenbers shall serve

4-year staggered terns.

3. An appointive voting nenber vacancy on the

governi ng board shall be filled by the Governor for the

renmai nder of the unexpired term

4. Appointive voting nenbers nay be renoved by the

Governor for good cause, including ethics or finance

vi ol ati ons or excessive absences from neetings.

5. Menbers of the governing board are subject to the

ethics provisions in part Il of chapter 112, and no nenber

may derive any financial benefit fromthe funds adnini stered

by the School Readi ness Partnership.

6. CGoverning board nenbers shall serve without

conpensation but are entitled to receive rei nbursenent for per

diem and travel expenses as provided by s. 112.061 and for

ot her reasonabl e, necessary, and actual expenses.

(c) The nenbers of the governing board shall elect a

chair annually.

(d)1. The nenbers of the governing board shall neet as

often as necessary to carry out their duties, but at |east

gquarterly, to establish goals and policy for the early

chil dhood health care, child care, and education of Florida's

youngest children, to consider reports fromthe Schoo

Readi ness Coalitions and the School Readi ness Partnership

staff, to discuss concerns, to share information, and to
6
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col | aborate on how to achi eve success.

2. The governing board may take official action by a

majority vote of the nenbers present at any neeting at which a

guorumis present. A quorumshall consist of three of the five

ex officio nenbers, plus six of the ten appointive nenbers.

(e) The governing board shall appoint an executive

director who is responsible for other staff authorized by the

board. The executive director shall serve at the pl easure of

t he governing board, shall supervise the affairs and

activities of the School Readi ness Partnership staff, and,

consistent with the reconmendati ons of the governing board and

needs of local communities, shall be responsible for

contracting for technical assistance and support during fisca
years 1998-1999 and 1999-2000 to assist actively to establish
School Readi ness Coalitions and devel op | ocal coalition plans.

(f) For the purposes of tort liability, the governing

board and enpl oyees or agents of the School Readi ness

Part nership shall be governed by s. 768. 28.

(g) The governing board nmay adopt rul es necessary to

admi ni ster the provisions of this section relating to

preparation and i npl enentation of the systemfor schoo

readi ness, data collection, assisting the formati on of and

approvi ng School Readiness Coalitions and |ocal coalition

pl ans, providing a nethod whereby a coalition could serve two

or nore counties, and awardi ng i ncentives to coalitions.

(h) The governing board has conplete fiscal contro

over the School Readi ness Partnership and is responsible for

all corporate operations. The governing board is responsible

for the prudent use of all public and private funds and shal

ensure that the use of such funds is in accordance with al

| egal and contractual requirenents.
7
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(i) The governing board shall reconmend the

feasibility of conbining funding streans for school readi ness

prograns into a School Readi ness Trust Fund, and shall be

responsible for the admnistration of the trust fund.
(4) FLORI DA PARTNERSH P FOR SCHOOL READI NESS, | NC
(SCHOOL READI NESS PARTNERSHI P) . - -

(a) The Legislature hereby creates the Florida

Partnership for School Readiness, Inc. (School Readi ness

Partnership), which shall be a public-private nonprofit

organi zati on, which shall be registered, incorporated,

organi zed, and operated in conpliance with chapter 617, and

which shall not be a unit or entity of state governnent. The

Legi sl ature deterni nes, however, that public policy dictates

that the School Readi ness Partnership operate in the npbst open

and accessi bl e manner consistent with its public purpose. To

this end, the Legislature specifically declares that the

School Readi ness Partnership is subject to the provisions of

chapter 119, relating to public records, and those provisions

of chapter 286 relating to public neetings and records, except

as provided in Cormittee Substitute for House Bill 4385 or

simlar legislation requiring confidentiality of identifying

i nformati on about chil dren served.

(b) The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness,

Inc., shall establish one or nore corporate offices, at |east

one of which shall be |located in Leon County. Persons enpl oyed

by the Departnent of Children and Fanily Services or the

Departnent of Education on the day prior to July 1, 1998,

whose jobs are privatized, may be given preference, if

qualified, for simlar jobs at the Florida Partnership for

School Readi ness, Inc. The Departnent of Managenent Services

may establish a | ease agreenent program under which the
8
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Fl orida Partnership for School Readiness, Inc., nay hire

i ndi vidual s who, as of June 30, 1998, are enpl oyed by the

Departnent of Children and Family Services or the Departnent

of Education. Under such agreenent, the enpl oyee shall retain

his or her status as a state enpl oyee but shall work under the

di rect supervision of the Florida Partnership for Schoo

Readi ness, Inc. Retention of state enpl oyee status shal

include the right to participate in the Florida Retirenent

System The Departnent of Managenent Services shall establish

the terns and conditions of such | ease agreenents.

(c) The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness,

Inc., is the principal organization responsible for the

enhancenent of school readiness for the state's children, and

shall work actively with each School Readi ness Coalition to

achieve its mssion. It shall be the responsibility of the

School Readi ness Governing Board to provide |eadership for

enhancenent of school readiness in Florida by aggressively

establishing a unified approach to Florida's efforts of

enhancenent of school readiness; by aggressively seeking

potential new school readiness prograns; and by aggressively

assisting in the retention and expansi on of effective existing

school readi ness progranms. |In support of this effort, the

Fl orida Partnership for School Readiness, Inc., nay devel op

and i npl enent specific prograns or strategies that address the

creation, expansion, and preservation of Florida's schoo

readi ness prograns. This approach nust ensure the effective

use of federal, state, local, and private resources in

reduci ng the need for school readi ness prograns.

(d) The governing board and staff of the Florida

Partnership for School Readiness, Inc., shall have specific

responsibility for inplenmenting policies, nonitoring progress
9
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toward achi evenent of the established goals, assessing gaps in

current early childhood health care, child care, and education

statewi de, recommendi ng quality standards and nonitoring their

i npl erentation, assisting the fornmati on of and approvi ng

School Readi ness Coalitions and |l ocal coalition plans,

facilitating local inplenentation, providing technica

assi stance to School Readi ness Coalitions, and reconmendi ng

common eligibility requirenents for simlar prograns while

seeking a diversity of prograns to neet the varieties of need,

within the established guidelines. Wien reconmrendi ng quality

standards, the School Readi ness Governi ng Board shall take

i nto consi derati on standards consi stent with ss. 230.2305 and

411. 3015 and the nationally recogni zed standards for early

chi | dhood education prograns, in conjunction with the nunbers

of children needing and eligible for school readi ness program

servi ces who are not being served. The School Readi ness

CGoverni ng Board shall nake recommendati ons regardi ng changes

in state law, rule, or agency policy that nmay assi st Schoo

Readi ness Coalitions in inproving the early chil dhood health

care, child care, and education of children frombirth to 6

years of age

(e) The School Readi ness Partnership shall have al

powers necessary to carry out the purposes of this section

including but not limted to the power to receive and accept

grants, | oans, or advances of funds fromany public or private

agency and to receive and accept fromany source contributions

of noney, property, labor, or any other thing of value, to be

hel d, used, and applied for the purposes of this section

(f) The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness,

Inc., shall be an independent nonparti san body and shall not

be identified or affiliated with any one agency, program or
10

iginal & 9 copies 05/ 01/ 98
04: 14 pm 00683- 0023- 135549




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNERPLO O N D WwNPRER O

HOUSE AMENDMENT

hbd- 09 Bill No. CS/CS/HBs 683 & 2131, 1st Eng.
Amendnment No. _ (for drafter's use only)
gr oup.

(g) The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness,

Inc., shall have a budget, shall be financed through an annua

appropriation nade for this purpose in the Genera

Appropriations Act, and shall be subject to all applicable

federal and state | aws that govern the respective schoo

r eadi ness prograns.

(h) The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness,

Inc., may draw upon state agency personnel and resources as

needed to inplenent policy and nanage interagency agreenents

necessary to create a nore coherent system of school readi ness

prograns for the state's youngest children
(5) SCHOCOL READI NESS PROGRAM - - The School Readi ness
Partnership shall inplenent a program whi ch nay be phased in

to:
(a) Facilitate the School Readi ness Coalitions

provision of quality early childhood health care, child care,

and education to children frombirth to 6 years of age. The

program shall consist of the prograns listed in paragraph
(2)(b), be adninistered by the School Readi ness Coalition, and

receive funds pursuant to Comrittee Substitute for House Bil

4387 or simlar legislation. Wthin funding limtations, the

School Readi ness Coalition, along with all providers, shal

make reasonabl e efforts to accommpdate the needs of children

for extended-day and extended-year services wthout

conpronising the quality of the program

(b) Provide guidelines for a single sliding fee scal e

for all school readi ness prograns in each School Readi ness

Coalition's local plan. The following eligibility priority

listing shall apply until the School Readi ness Governi ng Board

reconmends changes:
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1. Children of participants in the WAGES program who

are the only children eligible for services funded through the

federal Tenporary Assistance for Needy Fanilies program

2. Children under 6 years of age who are:

a. Children determined to be at risk of abuse,

negl ect, or exploitation and who currently receive services

fromthe Departnent of Children and Family Services or are in

the Healthy Fanmilies Florida program

b. Children at risk of welfare dependency, including

children of nmigrant farmwrkers, children of teenage parents,

and children fromother famlies at risk of welfare dependency

due to a famly incone of |ess than 100 percent of the federa

poverty | evel. The School Readi ness Partnership shal

reconmrend to the School Readi ness Program Estinmating

Conference by July 1, 1999, how to convert provision of

services to children of teenage parents, as prescribed in s.

230. 23166, to the school readi ness programand terminate the
fundi ng provisions of s. 230.23166(3)(e).
c. Children of working famlies whose fanily incone is

equal to or greater than 100 percent, but does not exceed 150

percent, of the federal poverty |evel.

3. Children who neet the eligibility requirenents for

the prekindergarten early intervention program under s.
230. 2305(2).
(c) In accordance with the parental choice and paynent

arrangenent provisions of subsection (9), assist the Schoo

Readi ness Coalitions to establish participation criteria that

include a single or sinplified point of entry to the schoo

r eadi ness program services systemin each county. These

prograns shall share the waiting lists for unserved children

so that a count of eligible children is maintai ned wi thout
12
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duplication. Participation criteria shall require parents to

be provided a choice of school readi ness programsettings and

| ocations, including but not linted to settings and | ocati ons

in licensed, registered, religious-exenpt, church-sponsored,

school - based, or relative care prograns.
(d) Provide that, beginning July 1, 199,
admi ni strative overhead shall not exceed 15 percent for any

school readi ness program

(e) Partner with School Readiness Coalitions to

provide, by direct service agreenent, contract agreenent, or

voucher, school readi ness program servi ces neeting standards

establ i shed by the School Readi ness Partnership and the

parental choi ce and paynent arrangenent provisions of

subsection (9).

(f) Assist the School Readiness Coalitions to make

avail able the Florida Parents as Teachers Program pursuant to

s. 411. 06, whenever feasible and as early as possible in the

child' s devel opnent.

(g) Establish, with consultation from appropriate

prof essi onal individuals and organi zati ons, standards and

per fornmance neasures for school readi ness program services and

providers appropriate to children frombirth to 6 years of

age. The standards and performance neasures nust include, at a

m ni nrum that each coalition's school readiness plan nust:

1. Help prepare preschool children to enter

ki ndergarten ready to |learn, as neasured by the schoo

r eadi ness screening i nstrunent.

2. Provide extended-day and extended-year services

when needed.

3. Provide coordinated staff devel opnent and teaching

opportuniti es.

13
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4. Provide expanded access to community services and

resources for famlies to help achi eve econonic

sel f-sufficiency.

5. Serve at least as nany children as were served

prior to inplenentation of the program

(h) Devel op age-appropriate screening instrunments,

utilizing the | atest brain devel opnment research, that provide

cl ear and objective data to neasure school readiness,

i ncluding the foll ow ng expectations:

1. The child's i mmunizati ons and other health

I’GQUi renents as necessary.

2. The child's display of age-appropriate physica

devel opnent.

3. The child's conpliance with rules, lintations, and

routines.
4., The child's successful engagenent in

age- appropri ate tasks.

5. The child's denpbnstrati on of appropriate

interactions with adults.

6. The child' s denpbnstration of appropriate

interactions with peers.

7. The child's effective coping with chall enges and

frustrati ons.

8. The child' s denobnstration of appropriate self-help

skills.
9. The child's ability to express his or her needs

appropriately.

10. The child's denpnstration of age-appropriate

ver bal conmmuni cation skills.

11. The child's denpnstration of age-appropriate

probl em sol vi ng skills.
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12. The child's followi ng of verbal directions.

13. The child's denpnstration of curiosity,

persi stence, and expl oratory behavi or

14. The child's denonstration of an interest in books

and other printed naterials.

15. The child's paying attention to stories.

16. The child's participation in art and nusic

activities.

Because children with disabilities may not be able to neet al

of the identified expectations for school readi ness, the plan

for measuring school readi ness shall incorporate nechani sns

for recognizing the potential variations in expectations for

school readi ness when serving children with disabilities and

shal |l provide for conmunities to serve children with

disabilities.

(i) Prepare a plan for broadly publicizing and

i npl erenting the systemfor nmeasuring school readiness in such

a way that all children in school readi ness plan prograns or

whose parents or guardians bring themto a school readi ness

program | ocation for screening have the opportunity to undergo

the screening by 3 1/2 years of age, with followp screening

by 4 1/2 years of age and, for purposes of evaluation and

tracking, work with the school district to assess al

ki ndergarten screenings of children who have been in schoo

readi ness plan prograns. The plan nust include a way to nake

the screening and the training required to adnminister it

available to public and private providers of school readi ness

prograns. The plan nust also include a way to utilize, free of

charge for the working poor and upon paynent of a noninal fee

for others, existing nethods to nake the screening avail abl e
15
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to children who do not participate in the prograns.

(j) Establish a nethod for collecting data fromthe

screeni ng and establish guidelines for using the data so that

t he nmeasurenent, the data collection, and the use of the data

serve the statewide goal that all children will be ready for

school. The criteria for determ ning which data to coll ect

shoul d be the usefulness of the data to state policynmakers and

program adninistrators in admnistering prograns and

al l ocating state funds.

(k) Develop and inplenent a plan to publicize the

School Readi ness Partnership, its school readiness

expectations, avail able school readi ness program services,

eligibility requirenents for the sliding fee scale, and

procedures for enrollnent; and to provide the public with

information as to screening availability, the details of the

prograns offered by qualified providers, performance nmeasures

for the prograns, and school readi ness outcones.

(1) As appropriate, assist the School Readi ness

Coalitions to enter into contracts to provide onsite

information, referrals, and other services to enhance the

goal s of the School Readi ness Partnership.

(m Provide a report on an annual basis to the Schoo

Readi ness Governing Board, the Florida Healthy Kids

Corporation, the Healthy Fanilies Florida program the

Presi dent of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, and the Mnority Leaders of the Senate and

t he House of Representatives.
(6) SCHOOL READI NESS COALITI ONS. - -
(a) Each School Readiness Coalition nmust be approved

by the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness, Inc. The

School Readi ness Partnership shall assist in establishing a
16
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School Readi ness Coalition in each county or conbination of

counties and shall encourage the strongest coalitions

obt ai nabl e. The School Readi ness Coalitions shall replace the

district interagency coordinating councils. The coalitions

shal |l be conprised of not | ess than ni ne nenbers, including

private-sector business |eaders, |ocal public and private

| eaders in health care, education, disabilities, and child

wel fare, individuals with strong denonstrated interest and

| eadership, the Head Start program adm ni strator

representatives of the school district or districts, and

representatives of the existing central agencies for

subsi di zed child care, as well as parents who are or have been

parents of children in the prograns, including parents of

children with disabilities. The coalitions are encouraged to

al so include representatives fromHealthy Start Coalitions,

child care licensing boards, |ocal WAGES coalitions, nunicipa

and county governnents, the County Public Health Unit, and

chanbers of conmerce. At |east 30 percent of the nenbers of

each coalition nust be fromthe private sector. One School

Readi ness Coalition shall be established in each county,

except that two or nore counties nmay join together under a

School Readi ness Coalition, but no nore than one coalition may

be established in any county.

(b) Each School Readiness Coalition shall develop a

school readiness plan to be subnitted to the School Readi ness

Partnership for approval. The plan shall include a witten

description of the role of each programin the coalition's

effort to neet the first state education goal, readiness to

start school, and a description of the coalition's plan to

i nvol ve prekindergarten early intervention prograns, Head

Start prograns, prograns offered by public and private
17
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providers of child care, preschool prograns for children with

disabilities, prograns for migrant children, Title | prograns,

subsi di zed child care prograns, and teenage parent prograns.

The plan shall al so denpbnstrate how each school readi ness

programthat serves 3-year-old and 4-year-old children will

schedul e activities and instruction designed to prepare these

children to enter kindergarten ready to |l earn. Each schoo

readi ness plan shall be reviewed and revi sed as necessary, hy

t he School Readi ness Coalition in consultation with the

Fl orida Partnership for School Readiness, Inc., but not |ess

than every 3 years. Each coalition shall provide for the

followi ng services as part of its school readi ness pl an

1. ldentification of existing public and private

school readi ness program services, including services by

public and private enployers; the devel opnent of a resource

file of those services; and a choice of settings and | ocations

to be offered to parents. School readi ness plan services nay

include fanmily day care, public and private child care

prograns, Head Start, prekindergarten early intervention

prograns, services for children with devel opnent al

disabilities, full-tinme and part-tine prograns, before-schoo

and after-school prograns, vacation care prograns, parent

education, the WAGES Program and related fanmly support

services. The resource file shall include, but not be limted
to:

a. Type of program

b. Hours of service.

c. Ages of children served.

d. Nunber of children served.

e. Significant programinfornmation, including

partici pation requirenents and perfornance neasures.
18
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f. Fees and eligibility for services.

g. Availability of transportation

2. Establishnment of a referral process which responds

to parental need for infornmation and which is provided with

full recognition of the confidentiality rights of parents.

Referrals may not be nade to an unlicensed child care facility

or arrangenent unless there is no requirenent that the

facility or arrangenent be licensed.

3. Maintenance of ongoi ng docunentation of requests

for service tabulated through the internal referral process.

The foll owi ng docunentation of requests for service shall be

nmai nt ai ned by each School Readi ness Coalition

a. Nunber of calls and contacts to the Schoo

Readi ness Coalition by type of service requested.

b. Ages of children for whom service was request ed.

c. Tinme category of child care requests for each
chil d.
d. Special tine category, such as nights, weekends,

and swi ng shift.

e. Reason that the services are desired.

f. Nanme of the enployer and prinary focus of the

busi ness.
4. Provision of technical assistance to existing and

potential providers of school readi ness program services.

This assistance nmay include but is not linmted to:

a. Information on initiating new school readiness

program servi ces and program and budget devel opnent and

assi stance in finding such informati on from ot her sources.

b. Information and resources which help current schoo

readi ness program services providers to maxinm ze their ability

to serve children and parents in their community.
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c. Information and incentives which could hel p current

or pl anned school readi ness program services offered by public

or private enployers seeking to maxim ze their ability to

serve the children of their working parent enployees in their

communi ty, through contractual or other funding arrangenents

wi t h busi nesses.

5. A sliding fee scale, which is the sane for al

prograns, to be inplenented and reflected in each progranis

budget .
6. Assistance to fanilies and enpl oyers in applying

for school readi ness program subsidy, including but not

limted to funding sources derived from subsidi zed child care,

Head Start, prekindergarten early intervention prograns,

Proj ect | ndependence, private schol arshi ps, and the federal

dependent care tax credit. Such assistance shall be desi gned

to ensure that coalition funds are expended in the nanner and

for the purpose required by the fundi ng source.

7. A reinbursenent rate schedul e that enconpasses al

publicly funded school readiness prograns and conplies with

applicable state and federal |aws and regul ati ons. The

rei mbursenent rate schedul e nmust include the projected nunber

of children to be served and nust be submtted to the Schoo

Readi ness Partnership for approval. Informal child care

arrangenents shall be rei nbursed at not nore than 50 percent

of the rate developed for famly child care

8. Assistance in negotiating discounts or other

speci al arrangenments with program providers.

9. Annual provision to the Florida Partnership for

School Readiness, Inc., of the following information regardi ng

|icensed and regi stered school readiness programfacilities:

a. Type of program
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b. Hours of service.

c. Ages of children served.

d. Fees and eligibility for services.

e. Performance and school readi ness outcones.

The coalition shall operate under the policy guidelines of the

Fl orida Partnership for School Readiness, Inc., and shall be

responsible for nonitoring all providers' success in achieving

t he performance standards and school readi ness outcone

neasures. No public funds shall be paid to a provider unless

the provider agrees to allow the coalition access to fulfil

its nonitoring responsibilities.

(c) As part of its school readiness plan, each

coalition shall select and designate an entity with

denonstrated capacity in fiscal managenent to serve as fisca

agent for receipt of block grant funding and to ensure that

coalition funds are expended in the manner and for the purpose

required by the funding source. The fiscal agent may be either

a for-profit or a not-for-profit private entity, or may be a

public entity that does not also serve as a provider of schoo

r eadi ness prograns; however, the School Readi ness Partnership

nmay waive restrictions on a coalition's choice of fiscal agent

if the partnership determines that the coalition has sel ected

the best fiscal agent obtainable, and that, if the fisca

agent is a provider of school readi ness services, the fisca

agent will keep its duties as a service provider totally

bifurcated fromits duties as a fiscal agent. The fiscal agent

nust be approved by the Florida Partnership for Schoo

Readi ness, Inc. The fiscal agent shall be required to provide

all direct funding services as determned by the coalition

The cost of these services shall be negotiated between the
21
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fiscal agent and the coalition.

(d) The coalition shall require its school readi ness

plan to conply with the parental choice and paynent

arrangenent provisions of subsection (9).

(e) Each coalition shall assume responsibility for

reconmrendi ng phasi ng out duplicative coordi nati ng bodi es,

i ncreasi ng coll aborati on anmong service providers, coordinating

services for young children, increasing programaquality and

accessibility, and providing a seam ess service delivery

systemwith a true conti nuum of coordi nated school readi ness

program services, available to all eligible children under 6

years of age living in the county or counties.

(f)1. Funds appropriated for a county or counties for

the prekindergarten early intervention program the subsidized

child care program and other state funded school readi ness

prograns for preschool children may be transferred to the

county's or counties' School Readiness Coalition account in

t he School Readi ness Trust Fund for the purpose of block grant

funding to benefit the School Readiness Coalition in

i nplementing its school readiness plan. The coalition's

fiscal agent shall administer the coalition's trust fund

account. Additional funds, including state appropriated

i ncentive funds, may be placed in the trust fund for purposes

of this paragraph.

2. Each coalition shall be eligible to receive bl ock

grant funding fromits account in the School Readi ness Trust

Fund and programmatic wai ver authority if avail abl e,

condi ti oned on the subnission of an approved school readi ness

pl an designed to i ncrease the nunber of children ready to

succeed at the tinme of entry into kindergarten. The Schoo

Readi ness Partnership shall conduct an annual financial audit
22
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of each coalition's block grant funding.

3. To increase school readi ness, block grant funding

and programmtic wai ver shall be used by the coalitions to

provide a devel opnentally appropriate education curricul um

i nprove health outcones, increase the availability and

accessibility of school readiness programs, and provide fanmly

support and parent education and devel opnent servi ces.
(7) I NCENTI VES FOR SCHOOL READI NESS PLANS. - -
(a) Pursuant to subsection (8), School Readi ness

Coalitions may receive coalition initiation grants to devel op

school readi ness plans, incentive funding for tinely plan

approval, and bl ock grant funding to inplenment approved pl ans

desi gned to enable a county or counties to achieve the

out cones specified in subparagraph (6)(f)3. The pl ans nust

reflect strategies and activities for achi eving these outcones

t hrough enhancing the quality of school readi ness program

services that are adequate and appropriate for the outcone

desired; increasing the | evel of services available so that

those children in need of identified services will have access

to such services; and creating incentives to integrate the

vari ous systens of children's school readi ness program

services so that all the systens work together as one to

achi eve the identified outcones.

(b) School readiness plans subnitted by a Schoo

Readi ness Coalition are subject to review and approval by the

Fl orida Partnership for School Readi ness, Inc.

(c) To deternmine county priorities for coordi nated

school readi ness prograns, each plan submitted by a Schoo

Readi ness Coalition shall include:

1. An assessnent of current public, private, and

charitabl e resources available within the county for children
23

iginal & 9 copies 05/ 01/ 98
04: 14 pm 00683- 0023- 135549




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNERPLO O N D WwNPRER O

HOUSE AMENDVMENT
hbd- 09 Bill No. CS/CS/HBs 683 & 2131, 1st Eng.
Anmendnent No. (for drafter's use only)

frombirth to 6 years of age

2. An assessment of unnet school readi ness program

needs for children frombirth to 6 years of age.

3. An assessnent of kindergarten readi ness as

administered in the past by the school district or districts,

together with the plans, tinmefranes, and goals for the

adm ni stration of the new school readiness instrument or

instrunents to be adm nistered to children in the Schoo

Readi ness Coalition's programs by 3 1/2 years of age and by 4

1/2 years of age and to be adninistered to students in public

school ki ndergarten by the school district.

4. A nmethod for school readiness program service

systens integration; denonstration of nethods for achieving

t he outcones in subparagraph (6)(f)3.; denonstration of

net hods for neeting the needs of particul ar subgroups of the

popul ation, including mgrant children, children with special

needs, and minorities; and nethods for administering and

nmai nt ai ni ng accountability in the integrated systens.

(d) School readiness plans subnitted by a Schoo

Readi ness Coalition shall adhere to the m ni num st andards

establi shed by the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness,

Inc., and shall address inprovenents in the quality of current

and new prograns, including but not limted to conponents for

provi di ng devel opnental ly appropriate curricula; snmall group

si zes; ratios; increased staff training, and | ower staff

turnover rates. Notwithstanding any provision of lawto the

contrary, mininumstaff requirenents and the ratio of direct

instructional staff to children shall be as provided in each

coalition's local plan as approved by the School Readi ness

Partnership. Until such tine as the coalition's local plan is

approved, such ratios and mininumstaff requirenents shall be
24

iginal & 9 copies 05/ 01/ 98
04: 14 pm 00683- 0023- 135549




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNERPLO O N D WwNPRER O

HOUSE AMENDVMENT
hbd- 09 Bill No. CS/CS/HBs 683 & 2131, 1st Eng.
Anmendnent No. (for drafter's use only)

as provided by | aw.

(e) Additional areas to be given priority

consideration in any school readiness plan subnmitted by a

School Readi ness Coalition include fanily invol venent;

busi ness and private sector involvenent; inplenentation of a

single or sinplified point of entry and a unified waiting |i st

for school readiness progranms; provision of full-day,

full -year, and night services, where needed and appropri at e;

and inclusion of children with disabilities.

(f) School Readiness Coalitions shall integrate

chil dhood health care, child care, and education systens in

their school readiness plans, starting with the systens that

are currently nost involved in collaboration with each other

and consistent with |ocal needs and priorities.

(8) COALITION I NITIATI ON GRANTS; | NCENTI VE BONUS
BLOCK GRANT FUNDI NG - -

(a)1. School Readiness Coalitions that are formed by

Cctober 1, 1998, and approved by the Florida Partnership for
School Readi ness, Inc., by Novenber 1, 1998, shall be eligible
for a $25,000 initiation grant to support the School Readi ness

Coalition in developing its school readiness plan

2. Upon approval by March 1, 1999, by the Schoo
Readi ness Partnership of any coalition's school readiness plan
that is subnmitted by January 15, 1999, and that shows
enhancenent in the overall quality and standards of the schoo

readi ness prograns w thout dininishing the nunber of children

served in the prograns, the School Readi ness Partnership shal

award the coalition a cash incentive bonus on a per-student

served basis with a m ni mum anount of $50, 000 for snal

coalitions, subject to appropriation. Incentive funds shall be

nmade available within 30 days after plan approval.
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(b) Al School Readiness Coalitions that have their
school readi ness plans approved by the Florida Partnership for

School Readiness, Inc., by July 1, 1999, shall receive schoo

readi ness bl ock grant funding beginning July 1, 1999, to begin

a phase-in inplenentation of their school readi ness pl ans.

School readi ness block grant funding for these coalitions

shal|l continue fromyear to year consistent with funding so

designated in the General Appropriations Act.

(c) Beginning in January 1999, the Florida Partnership

for School Readi ness, Inc., shall issue a call for Schoo

Readi ness Coalitions every 6 nonths until School Readi ness

Coal i ti ons have been approved for all counties. Coalitions

subm tting school readiness plans that are approved by the

Fl orida Partnership for School Readiness, Inc., shall be

eligible for block grant funding to i nplenent their pl ans

beginning July 1 followi ng plan approval. School readi ness

bl ock grant funding shall be nade avail abl e conti ngent upon

approval of the school readi ness plans and | egislative

appropriations for this purpose. School readi ness bl ock grant

funding for the coalitions shall continue fromyear to year

consistent with funding so designated in the Genera

Appr opri ati ons Act.
(d) In fiscal year 2000-2001, and each year

thereafter, any increases in funding for the prekindergarten

early intervention programand the subsidized child care

program shall be adnini stered through School Readi ness

Coalitions, if the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness,

Inc., approves this nethod of funding.
(9)(a) PARENTAL CHO CE; PAYMENT ARRANGEMENT. - - The
school readi ness plan shall be provided in a nanner that

ensures, to the naxi num extent possible, parental choice
26
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through flexibility in school readi ness program arrangenents

and paynent arrangenents, including but not linmted to

voucher, contract, and direct service provision. According to

federal regulations requiring parental choice, a parent nay

choose an informal child care arrangenent.

(b) When a voucher is provided, the voucher nust bear

the nane of the beneficiary and the program provi der and, when

redeened, nust bear the signature of both the beneficiary and

an authorized representative of the provider. If it is

determ ned that a provider has provided any cash to the

beneficiary in return for receiving the voucher, the Schoo

Readi ness Coalition shall refer the matter to the D vision of
Publ i ¢ Assi stance Fraud of the the Ofice of the Auditor
Ceneral for investigation and shall notify the agency

responsi ble for the fundi ng source.

(c) The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness,

Inc., in consultation with the Departnment of Minagenent

Services, shall establish an el ectronic disbursenent system

for the dissem nati on of funds and vouchers in accordance with

this subsection. Fiscal agents shall fully inplenent the

el ectroni c di sbursenent systemwithin 3 years after approval

of the school readiness plan unless a waiver is obtained from

the Florida Partnership for School Readiness, Inc. The fisca

agent nmay charge an adninistrative fee not to exceed 1 percent

of each voucher to offset administrative costs of the schoo

r eadi ness program
(10) EVALUATI ON AND PERFORVANCE MEASURES. - -
(a) The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness,

Inc., shall design the evaluation and perfornance neasures to

track the effectiveness of the new school readi ness bl ock

grant funding and other funding in neeting the goals of
27
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increasing the quality and accessibility of school readi ness

program servi ces. The performance standards and neasurabl e

out cones established and regularly reviewed by the Florida

Partnership for School Readiness, Inc., under this subsection

nust al so i nclude benchnmarks and goals to neasure the inpact

of state school readiness policies and prograns. Eval uation

and performance neasures nust accommopdate the programatic

flexibility of parental choice settings anong School Readi ness

Coalition providers, including but not linited to settings and

|l ocations in licensed, registered, religi ous-exenpt,

chur ch- sponsored, school -based, or relative care prograns.

(b) Each School Readiness Coalition shall require that

all school readi ness prograns that screen children for schoo

readi ness utilize the school readiness screening instrunents

devel oped by the Florida Partnership for School Readiness,

Inc., to accurately reflect school readiness as the prinmary

neasure of perfornance

(c) Al publicly funded school readi ness prograns

within a School Readiness Coalition's plan nmust neet the

foll owi ng performance standards and out cone neasures devel oped

by the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness, Inc.

1. They nust hel p prepare preschool children to enter

ki ndergarten ready to learn, as neasured by criteria

establ i shed by the School Readi ness Partnershi p.

2. They nust provide extended-day and extended-year

services to the naxi num extent possible.

3. There nust be coordinated staff devel opnent and

t eachi ng opportunities.

4. There nust be expanded access to community services

and resources for fanilies to hel p achi eve econonic

sel f-sufficiency.
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5. There nust be a single or sinplified point of entry

and unified waiting list.

6. |If funding remains constant, they nmust serve at

| east as many children as were served prior to inplenentation

of the program

(d) Al participating publicly funded school readiness

prograns nust inplenent a conprehensive program of children

and fanmly services that enhance the cognitive and physica

devel opnent of children to achi eve the perfornmance standards

and out cone neasures specified in paragraph (c). At a mini num

t hese prograns nust contain the follow ng el enents:

1. Developnentally appropriate curricul um

2. An appropriate staff-to-child ratio.

3. A healthy and safe environnent.

4. A resource and referral network to assist parents

in maki ng an i nfornmed choi ce.

(e) The School Readi ness Governi ng Board shall report

to the Legislature on the inplenentation and perfornance of

t he School Readi ness Coalitions by March 1 of each year

(11) RESPONSIBILITY FOR | MPLEVENTATION OF TH' S
SECTI ON. - - The appoi ntive nenbers of the Florida Partnership
for School Readi ness, Inc., shall be selected no |ater than
June 15, 1998, and the staff of the School Readi ness
Partnership shall be selected and in place no later than July
15, 1998. The first full neeting of the Florida Partnership
for School Readiness, Inc., shall be held no | ater than August
1, 1998.

(12) PHASE- QUT OF STATE COORDI NATI NG COUNCI L FOR EARLY
CHI LDHOOD SERVI CES. - -By Decenber 31, 1998, the State
Coordi nating Council for Early Chil dhood Services shall submt

a final report of reconmendations regarding early chil dhood
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health care, child care, and education prograns to the Schoo

Readi ness Governi ng Board. The State Coordinating Council for

Early Chil dhood Services shall cease to exist after Decenber
31, 1998.

Section 4. Section 411.02, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

411.02 School Readi ness Appropriation Al ocation

Conference.--Prior to the distribution of any funds pursuant
tos. 411.01(8)(b) or (c), the School Readi ness Governi ng
Board shall conduct a School Readi ness Appropriation

Al |l ocati on Conference. Conference principals shall include

representatives of the Florida Partnership for Schoo

Readi ness, Inc., the Departnent of Education, the Departnent

of Children and Fanily Services, the Executive Ofice of the

Governor, the Director of Econonic and Denpgraphi c Research

and the applicable appropriations comrttees of the Senate and

t he House of Representatives. Conference principals shal

di scuss the forecasts of nunbers of children needi ng schoo

readi ness prograns as deterni ned by the School Readi ness

Program Esti mati ng Conference and participate in a joint

effort to devel op budget all ocation proposals that nmaxim ze

the legislative intent of the School Readi ness Act and ensure

that the requirenents of the funding sources are net.

Section 5. Paragraph (a) of subsection (6) of section
216. 136, Florida Statutes, is anmended, and subsection (11) is
added to said section, to read:

216. 136 Consensus estinmating conferences; duties and
principals.--

(6) SOCI AL SERVI CES ESTI MATI NG CONFERENCE. - -

(a) Duties.--
4+~ The Social Services Estimating Conference shal
30
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devel op such official information relating to the soci al
services systemof the state, including forecasts of social
servi ces casel oads, as the conference determ nes is needed for
the state planning and budgeting system Such official

i nformation shall include, but not be [imted to, subsidized
child care casel oads mandated by the Fami |y Support Act of
1988.

(11) SCHOOL READI NESS PROGRAM ESTI MATI NG CONFERENCE. - -
(a) Duties.--
1. The School Readi ness Program Estimati ng Conference

shal | devel op such official information relating to the

state's system of school readi ness program services as

described in s. 411.01, including forecasts of schoo

r eadi ness program needs and eligibility, as the conference

determines i s needed for the state planni ng and budgeti ng

system Such official information shall include but not be

limted to subsidized child care, Head Start, prekindergarten

early intervention, prekindergarten disabilities, Even-Start
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literacy, First Start, migrant prekindergarten, and Title

preki ndergarten needs and eligibility.

2. The School Readi ness Program Estinati ng Conference

shal | devel op estinates and forecasts of the unduplicated

count of children eligible in each county for school readi ness

program servi ces pursuant to s. 411.01

3. The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness, Inc.

shal | provide information on needs and waiting lists for

school readi ness program servi ces requested by the Schoo

Readi ness Program Esti mati ng Conference or individual

conference principals, in a tinely nmanner

(b) Principals.--The Executive Ofice of the Governor

the Director of Econom ¢ and Denographi c Research, and

prof essi onal staff, who have forecasting expertise, fromthe

Fl orida Partnership for School Readiness, Inc., the Departnent

of Children and Fanily Services, the Departnent of Education

the Senate, and the House of Representatives, or their

desi gnhees, are the principals of the School Readi ness Program

Education Estimating Conference. The principal representing

the Executive Ofice of the Governor shall preside over

sessions of the conference.
Section 6. Section 411.05, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

411.05 School readi ness screening instrunents.--The

Departnent of Education shall adopt the school readi ness

screeni ng i nstrunents devel oped by the Florida Partnership for

School Readiness, Inc., and shall require that:

(1) Al school districts administer the kindergarten

screening instrunent to each kindergarten student in the

di strict school system

(2) Al school districts that operate preschoo
32
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prograns admni ni ster the age-appropriate screening instrunent

to each preschool student in the district's preschoo

pr ogr ans.
Section 7. Section 411.06, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
411.06 Florida Parents as Teachers Program --

(1) The Legislature recogni zes that the nati onw de

Parents as Teachers Program has denonstrated that it is a

cost-effective programthat produces outstanding results and

| ong-term cost savings. There is established the Florida

Parents as Teachers Program under the jurisdiction of the

Fl orida Partnership for School Readiness, Inc., which shal

nmake funding for the program avail able to each School

Readi ness Coal i ti on.

(2) The purposes of the Florida Parents as Teachers

Program ar e:

(a) To provide parents with the latest information on

child devel opnment frombirth to 6 years of age and suggest

| earni ng opportunities, based on the | atest brain devel opnent

research, that encourage | anguage and intellectual growth and

t he devel opnent of physical and social skills.

(b) To assist in providing all fanmlies within the

jurisdiction of the School Readiness Coalition with the

opportunity to have their children screened for schoo

readi ness by 3 1/2 years of age and again by 4 1/2 years of

age.
(3) The Florida Parents as Teachers Program shal

i ncl ude personalized hone visits by certified parent educators

trained in child devel opnent, to help parents understand what

to expect during each stage of their child' s devel opnment and

to offer practical tips on how to encourage | earni ng, nmanage
33
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behavi or, and pronote strong parent-child rel ati onships. The

program shall al so include group neetings, periodic

screeni ngs, a resource network, and foll owp studies,

i ncludi ng tracking the school readi ness screenings

adm ni stered after the child is in kindergarten, to neasure

school readi ness outcones.
Section 8. Section 402.281, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 411.08, Florida Statutes, and

subsections (1) and (3) of said section are anended to read:
411.08 46228t Cold Seal Quality Care program --
(1) As part of the Gold Seal Quality Care program the
Fl orida Partnership for School Readi ness, |nc., departrent
shal | develop a three-tiered quality rating systemfor schoo
r eadi ness progr am subsidaized—chi-+d—care providers, with the
hi ghest quality rating given to qualified ehnt+e—eare providers

who receive the Gold Seal Quality Care designation pursuant to
this section.

Section 9. Subsections (4) through (20) of section
411. 202, Florida Statutes, are renunbered as subsections (5)
t hrough (21), respectively, present subsection (21) is
repeal ed, paragraph (k) of present subsection (9) is anended,
34
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and a new subsection (4) is added to said section, to read:
411.202 Definitions.--As used in this chapter, the
term
(4) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Children and

Fam |y Servi ces.
(10) {9y "Hi gh-risk child" or "at-risk child" neans a
preschool child with one or nore of the foll ow ng

characteristics:

(k) The child is a handi capped child as defined in
subsection(9) -

Section 10. Section 411.203, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:
411. 203 High-ri sk and handi capped; conti nuum of

conpr ehensi ve servi ces. - - The—bepartrent—of—FEduecatton—and—the

chapter—A Fhe conti nuum of conprehensi ve services shall be

the guide for the conprehensive statew de approach for

services for high-risk pregnant wonen and for high-risk and

handi capped children and their fanilies—ant—aybe—expanded
35
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prograns—ipact—onty—one—agenrey— The conti nuum shal | i ncl ude,

but not be linmited to:
(1) EDUCATI ON AND AWARENESS. - -
(a) Education of the public concerning, but not

limted to, the causes of handi cappi ng conditions, nornmal and
abnormal child devel opnent, the benefits of abstinence from
sexual activity, and the consequences of teenage pregnancy.

(b) Education of professionals and paraprofessionals
concerning, but not |linted to, the causes of handi cappi ng
condi tions, normal and abnormal child devel opnent, parenting
skills, the benefits of abstinence fromsexual activity, and
t he consequences of teenage pregnhancy, through preservice and
i nservice training, continuing education, and required
post secondary cour sewor K.

(2) 1 NFORMATI ON AND REFERRAL. - -

(a) Providing information about avail abl e services and
prograns to fanmlies of high-risk and handi capped chil dren

(b) Providing informati on about service options and
providing technical assistance to aid fanmlies in the
deci si onmaki ng process.

(c) Directing the famly to appropriate services and
prograns to neet identified needs.

(3) CASE MANAGEMENT. - -

&)y Arrangi ng and coordi nating services and activities
36
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for high-risk pregnant wonen, and for high-risk children and
their famlies, with identified service providers.

e i . I .
I b e s ket |t heirfamies

o I . F w it I
thet+r—famt-es—

(4) SUPPORT SERVI CES PRI OR TO PREGNANCY. - -

(a) Basic needs, such as food, clothing, and shelter

(b) Health education

(c) Family planning services, on a voluntary basis.

(d) Counseling to pronote a healthy, stable, and
supportive famly unit, to include, but not be limted to,
financial planning, stress managenent, and educati ona
pl anni ng.

(5) MATERNITY AND NEWBORN SERVI CES. - -

(a) Conprehensive prenatal care, accessible to al
pregnant wonen and provi ded for high-risk pregnant womren.

(b) Adoption counseling for unmarried pregnant
t eenagers.

(c) Nutrition services for high-risk pregnant womren.

(d) Perinatal intensive care.

(e) Delivery services for high-risk pregnant wonen.

(f) Postpartum care.

(g) Nutrition services for lactating nothers of
hi gh-risk children.

(h) A new nother information programat the birth
site, to provide an informational brochure about
i muni zations, normal child devel opnent, abuse avoi dance and
appropriate parenting strategies, famly planning, and
communi ty resources and support services for all parents of
newborns and to schedule Medicaid-eligible infants for a
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heal t h checkup.

(i) Appropriate screenings, including te—inetude-but
not be limted toynetabolic screening, sickle-cell screening,
hearing screeni ng, devel opnental screening, and categorica
sScreeni ng.

(j) Followup famly planning services for high-risk
not hers and nothers of high-risk infants.

(6) HEALTH AND NUTRI TI ON SERVI CES FOR PRESCHOCOL
CHI LDREN. - -

(a) Preventive health services for all preschoo
chil dren.

(b) Nutrition services for all preschool children
including, but not limted to, the Child Care Food Program and
t he Special Suppl enental Food Program for Wnen, Infants, and
Chi | dren.

(c) Medical care for seriously nedically inpaired
preschool children.

(d) Cost-effective quality health care alternatives
for medically involved preschool children, in or near their
hones.

(7) EDUCATI ON, EARLY ASSI STANCE, AND RELATED SERVI CES
FOR H G+ Rl SK CH LDREN AND THEI R FAM LI ES. - -

(a) Early assistance, including, but not limted to,
devel opnental assi stance prograns, parent support and training
prograns, and appropriate foll owp assistance services, for
handi capped and high-risk infants and their famlies.

(b) Special education and related services for
handi capped chil dren.

(c) Education, early assistance, and rel ated services
for high-risk children.

(8) SUPPORT SERVI CES FOR Akt EXPECTANT PARENTS AND

38
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PARENTS OF Hl GH RI SK CHI LDREN. - -
(a) Nonnedical prenatal and support services for
pregnant teenagers and ot her high-risk pregnant wonen.

(b) School readi ness Chitd—eare—antdtarty——chitdhood

prograns, including, but not Iinmted to, the Florida Parents

as Teachers Program pursuant to s. 411. 06, subsidi zed child

care, licensed nonsubsidized child care, fanily day care
hones, therapeutic child care, Head Start, and preschoo
prograns in public and private schools.

(c) Parent education and counseling, including the

Fl orida Parents as Teachers Program and the Healthy Famlies

Fl ori da program

(d) Transportation.

(e) Respite care, honmenmaker care, crisis managenent,
and other services that allow famlies of high-risk children
to maintain and provide quality care to their children at
hone.

(f) Parent support groupsr—steh—as—the—comranity
resource—nother—or—father—programas—establH-shed—in—s—406245-
I L orid . s hed— . . ’
or—parents—as—f+rst—teachers;to strengthen fanilies and to

enabl e famlies of high-risk children to better neet their
needs.

(g) Uilization of the elderly, either as volunteers
or paid enployees, to work with high-risk children

(h) UWilization of high school and postsecondary
students as volunteers to work with high-risk children

(9) MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS AND PROCEDURES. - -

(a) Resource information systens on services and
prograns available for famlies.

(b) Registry of high-risk newborns and newborns with
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birth defects, which utilizes privacy safeguards for children
and parents who are subjects of the registry.

(c) Local registry of preschoolers with high-risk or
handi cappi ng conditions, which utilizes privacy safeguards for
children and parents who are subjects of the registry.

(d) Information sharing system anong the Florida
Partnership for School Readiness, Inc., the Healthy Famlies
Florida program the Departnent of Children and Fanily Heatth
ant—Rehabi-H-tative Services, the Departnment of Education
| ocal education agencies, and other appropriate entities, on

children eligible for services. Information may be shared when
parental or guardi an perm ssion has been given for rel ease.

(e) Well-baby insurance for preschoolers included in
the famly policy coverage.

(f) Evaluation, to include:

1. Establishing child-centered and fanily-focused
goal s and objectives for each el enent of the continuum

2. Developing a systemto report child and famly
out cones and program effectiveness for each el enent of the
conti nuum

(g) Planning for continuation of services, to include:

1. Individual and famly service plan by an
interdisciplinary team for the transition frombirth or the
earliest point of identification of a high-risk infant or
toddler into an early assistance, preschool program for
3-year-olds or 4-year-olds, or other appropriate prograns.

2. Individual and fanmly service plan by an
interdisciplinary team for the transition of a high-risk
preschool child into a public or private school system

Section 11. Section 411.24, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:
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411.24 Short title.--Sections 411.24-411. 243 Fhis—part
may be cited as the "Florida Educati on Now and Babi es Later
(ENABL) Act."

Section 12. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section
411. 242, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

411. 242 Florida Educati on Now and Babi es Later (ENABL)
program - -

(3) ESSENTI AL ELEMENTS. - -

(a) The ENABL program should be directed to geographic

areas in the state where the childhood birth rate is higher
than the state average and where the children and their

fam lies are in greatest need because of an unfavorable

combi nati on of econom c, social, environnental, and health
factors, including, without linitation, extensive poverty,
high crine rate, great incidence of |ow birthweight babies,
hi gh i ncidence of al cohol and drug abuse, and high rates of
chi | dhood pregnancy. The sel ection of a geographic site shal
al so consider the incidence of young children within these
at-ri sk geographic areas who are cocai ne babies, children of
not hers who participate in the WAGES Program children of

t eenage parents, |ow birthwei ght babies, and very young foster
children. To receive funding under this section, a

communi ty-based | ocal contractor nust denonstrate:

1. Its capacity to adm nister and coordi nate the ENABL
pregnancy prevention public education program and services for
children and their famlies in a conprehensive nanner and to
provide a flexible range of age-appropriate educati ona
servi ces.

2. Its capacity to identify and serve those children
| east able to access existing pregnancy prevention public
educati on prograns.
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3. Its capacity to adm nister and coordi nate the ENABL

prograns and services in an intensive and continuous manner

4. The proximty of its programto young children
parents, and other fam|ly nmenbers to be served by the ENABL
program or its ability to provide offsite educationa
servi ces.

5. Its ability to incorporate existing federal, state,
and | ocal governnental educational prograns and services in
i mpl erenting the ENABL program

6. |Its ability to coordinate its activities and
educational services with school readi ness plans and existing

public and private state and | ocal agencies and prograns, such
as those responsible for health, education, social support,
mental health, child care, respite care, housing,
transportation, alcohol and drug abuse treatnent and
prevention, incone assistance, enploynent training and
pl acenent, nutrition, and other relevant services;—at—ef—the
feregoing i ntended to assist children and fanmlies at risk

7. Howits plan will involve project participants and
community representatives in the planning and operation of the
ENABL program

8. Its ability to participate in the evaluation
conponent required in this section

9—tHts—consitstency—wth—thestrategi-c—ptanpurstant—to
S—41122%-

9.136- Its capacity to match state funding for the
ENABL program at the rate of $1 in cash or in matching
services for each dollar funded by the state.

Section 13. Effective July 1, 1999, section 402. 305,
Fl orida Statutes, is renunbered as section 411.305, Florida
Statutes, and paragraph (d) of subsection (2) and subsection
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(17) are anended to read:

411. 305 462365 Licensing standards; child care
facilities.--

(2) PERSONNEL. --M ni mrum standards for child care
personnel shall include mninmmrequirenents as to:

(d) Mninmumstaff training requirenents.

1. Such mninmumstandards for training shall ensure
that all child care personnel and operators of fanily day care
honmes serving at-risk children in a subsidized child care
program pursuant to s. 411. 3015 4623615 take an approved
30-cl ock-hour introductory course in child care, which course
covers at least the follow ng topic areas:

a. State and local rules and regul ati ons whi ch govern
child care.

b. Health, safety, and nutrition

c. ldentifying and reporting child abuse and negl ect.

d. Child devel oprent, including typical and atypica
| anguage, cognitive, notor, social, and self-help skills
devel opnent.

e. Specialized areas, as deternined by the departnent,
for owner-operators and child care personnel of a child care
facility.

Wthin 90 days of enploynent, child care personnel shall begin
training to neet the training requirenents and shall conplete
such training within 1 year of the date on which the training
began. Exenption fromall or a portion of the required
training shall be granted to child care personnel based upon
educational credentials or passage of conpetency exani nations.
2. The introductory course in child care shall stress,
to the extent possible, an interdisciplinary approach to the
43
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study of children.

3. On an annual basis in order to further their child
care skills and, if appropriate, admnistrative skills, child
care personnel who have fulfilled the requirenents for the
child care training shall be required to take an additiona
approved 8 clock hours of inservice training or an equival ent
as determ ned by the departnent.

4. Procedures for ensuring the training of qualified
child care professionals to provide training of child care
personnel, including onsite training, shall be included in the
m ni rum standards. It is recommended that the state comunity
child care coordination agencies (central agencies) be
contracted by the departnent to coordi nate such training when
possible. G her district educational resources, such as
community coll eges and vocati onal -techni cal prograns, can be
designated in such areas where central agencies nmay not exi st
or are determned not to have the capability to neet the
coordi nation requirenents set forth by the departnent.

5. Training requirenents shall not apply to certain
occasional or part-tinme support staff, including, but not
limted to, swinmm ng instructors, piano teachers, dance
i nstructors, and gymnastics instructors.

6. The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness, Inc.
Stat-e—Coordinating—Counet+—for—Earty—Chitdhood—Servieces, in

coordination with the departnent, shall evaluate or contract

for an evaluation for the general purpose of determ ning the
status of and neans to inprove staff training requirenents and

testing procedures. The—evatuation—shatt—be——conplteted—by
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7. The child care operator shall be required to take
basic training in serving children with disabilities within 5
years after enploynent, either as a part of the introductory
training or the annual 8 hours of inservice training.

care—professional—credentiat—
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by—Cetober—1—1992—For—atermof—3—years— No—nenber—shat
serve—fore—than—two—consecutiveterns—

Section 14. Effective July 1, 1999, section 402. 3052,
Fl orida Statutes, is renunbered as section 411. 3052, Florida
Statutes, and subsection (1) is anmended to read:

411. 3052 4623652 Child devel opnent associ ate training
grants program --

(1) There is hereby created the child devel opnent
associate training grants programw thin the departnent.

&) The purpose of the child devel opnent associate
training grants programis to provide child care personnel who
work in a licensed child care facility or public or and
nonpublic preschool programfor children 5 years of age or
under an opportunity to receive a child devel opnent associate
credential, or its equivalent, and to receive other training
to enhance their skills. The departnent shall adm nister the

programin consultation with the Florida Partnership for

School Readi ness, |Inc.

: : T L L chitdhood
: bt : i : he d
. . I m

Section 15. Paragraph (c) of subsection (9) of section

20.19, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

20.19 Departrment of Children and Famly
Services.--There is created a Departrment of Children and
Fam |y Servi ces.

(9) DI STRICT ADM NI STRATOR. - -

(c) The duties of the district adm nistrator include,
but are not limted to:
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1. Ensuring jointly with the health and human services
board that the adnministration of all service prograns is
carried out in conformty with state and federal |aws, rules,
and regul ati ons, statew de service plans, and any ot her
policies, procedures, and guidelines established by the
secretary.

2. Adnministering the offices of the departnent within
the district and directing and coordinating all personnel
facilities, and prograns of the departnent |ocated in that
district, except as otherw se provided herein.

3. Applying standard information, referral, intake,

di agnostic and eval uati on, and case managenent procedures
establ i shed by the secretary. Such procedures shall include,
but are not limted to, a protective investigation systemfor
dependency progranms serving abandoned, abused, and negl ect ed
chil dren.

4. Centralizing to the greatest extent possible the
adm ni strative functions associated with the provision of
services of the departnent within the district.

5. Coordinating the services provided by the
departnment in the district with those of other districts, with
the Secretary of Juvenile Justice, the district juvenile
justice nmanager, and public and private agencies that provide
heal th, social, educational, or rehabilitative services within
the district. Such coordination of services includes
cooperation with the Florida Partnership for School Readiness,

Inc., and the School Readi ness Coal itions superintendent—of
I hool—di . . I I , . r . ‘o

achieve the first state education goal, readiness to start

school .
6. Except as otherwi se provided in this section
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appointing all personnel within the district. The district
adm ni strator and the secretary shall jointly appoint the
superintendent of each institution under the jurisdiction of
the departnment within the district.

7. Establishing, with the approval of the health and
human servi ces board, such policies and procedures as nay be
required to discharge his or her duties and inplenent and
conformthe policies, procedures, and guidelines established
by the secretary to the needs of the district.

8. Transferring up to 10 percent of the total district
budget, with the approval of the secretary, to nmaxim ze
ef fective programdelivery, the provisions of ss. 216.292 and
216. 351 notwi t hst andi ng.

Section 16. Effective July 1, 1999, paragraph (a) of
subsection (3) of section 229.591, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

229.591 Conprehensive revision of Florida's system of
school inprovenent and educati on accountability.--

(3) EDUCATI ON GOALS. --The state as a whol e shall work
toward the foll owi ng goal s:

(a) Readiness to start school.--Conmunities and
school s cooperate with School Readi ness Coalitions and the
Fl orida Partnership for School Readi ness, Inc.,eeHaberate to
prepare children and famlies for children's success in

school .

Section 17. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
414. 026, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

414. 026 WAGES Program State Board of Directors.--

(2)(a) The board of directors shall be conposed of the
fol | owi ng nenbers:

1. The Conmi ssioner of Education, or the
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conmi ssi oner's desi gnee.
2. The Secretary of Children and Fam |y Services.
3. The Secretary of Health.
4. The Secretary of Labor and Enpl oynent Security.
5. The Secretary of Community Affairs.
6. The chair of the governing board of the Florida

Partnership for School Readi ness, Inc.
7.6 The director of the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and
Econoni ¢ Devel opnent .

8.7~ The president of the Enterprise Florida workforce
devel opnent board, established under s. 288.9620.

9. 8- The chief executive officer of the Florida
Tourism I ndustry Marketing Corporation, established under s.
288. 1226.

10. 9~ Nine nenbers appointed by the Covernor, as
foll ows:

a. Six nmenbers shall be appointed froma list of ten
nom nees, of which five nmust be submitted by the President of
the Senate and five nust be submitted by the Speaker of the
House of Representatives. The list of five nominees subnitted
by the President of the Senate and t he Speaker of the House of
Representatives nmust each contain at |east three individuals
enpl oyed in the private sector, two of whom nust have
managenent experience. One of the five nom nees submitted by
the President of the Senate and one of the five nomi nees
subm tted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives nust
be an el ected | ocal governnment official who shall serve as an
ex officio nonvoting nenber

b. Three nenbers shall be at-large nenbers appointed
by the Governor.

c. O the nine nenbers appointed by the Governor, at
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| east six nust be enployed in the private sector and of these,
at | east five nust have nanagenent experience.

The nmenbers appoi nted by the Governor shall be appointed to
4-year, staggered terns. Wthin 60 days after a vacancy occurs
on the board, the Governor shall fill the vacancy of a nenber
appoi nted fromthe nomi nees subnmitted by the President of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives for the
remai nder of the unexpired termfromone nom nee subnitted by
the President of the Senate and one noninee subnitted by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives. Wthin 60 days after
a vacancy of a nmenber appointed at-large by the Governor
occurs on the board, the Governor shall fill the vacancy for
the remai nder of the unexpired term The conposition of the
board nust generally reflect the racial, gender, and ethnic
diversity of the state as a whole.

Section 18. Subsection (2) of section 624.91, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

624.91 The Florida Healthy Kids Corporation Act.--

(2) LEG SLATIVE | NTENT. --The Legislature finds that
i ncreased access to health care services could inprove
children's health and reduce the incidence and costs of
chil dhood illness and disabilities anmong children in this
state. Many children do not have preventive services
avai |l abl e or funded, and for those who do, | ack of access is a
restriction to getting service. It is the intent of the
Legislature that a nonprofit corporation be organized to
facilitate a programto bring preventive health care services
to children, if necessary through the use of school facilities
in this state when nore appropriate sites are unavail able, and
to provide conprehensive health insurance coverage to such
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children. A goal for the corporation is to cooperate with any
exi sting preventive service prograns funded by the public or
the private sector and to work cooperatively with the Florida

Partnership for School Readi ness, Inc.

Section 19. The Departnent of Children and Famly

Services shall contract with a private nonprofit corporation

to inplenent the Healthy Fanmilies Florida program The private

nonprofit corporation shall be incorporated for the purpose of

i dentifying, funding, supporting, and eval uating progranms and

community initiatives to inprove the devel opnent and life

out cones of children and to preserve and strengthen fanlies

with a primary enphasis on prevention. The private nonprofit

corporation shall inplenent the program The program shal

work in partnership with existing community-based hone

visitation and fanily support resources to provi de assi stance

to fanilies in an effort to prevent child abuse. The program

shall be voluntary for participants and shall require the

i nformed consent of the participants at the initial contact.

The Kenpe Fanily Stress Checklist shall not be used.

Section 20. Subsection (1) of section 228.061, Florida
St atut es, and sections 230.2306, 391.304, 402.26, 402. 28,
411.201, 411.204, 411.205, 411.22, 411.221, 411.223, 411.224,
411. 23, 411.231, and 411.232, Florida Statutes, are repeal ed.

Section 21. Effective July 1, 1999, sections 402.47
and 411.222, Florida Statutes, and subsection (9) of section
411. 3015, Florida Statutes, are repeal ed.

Section 22. (1) Sections 402.301, 402.3015, 402.302,
402. 3025, 402.3026, 402.3051, 402.3055, 402.3057, 402.3058,
402. 306, 402.307, 402.308, 402.309, 402.310, 402.311, 402.312,
402. 3125, 402.313, 402.3135, 402.314, 402.3145, 402. 315,
402. 316, 402.318, 402.319, and 402.45, Florida Statutes, are
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renunbered as sections 411.301, 411.3015, 411.302, 411. 3025,
411.3026, 411.3051, 411.3055, 411.3057, 411.3058, 411. 306,
411.307, 411.308, 411.309, 411.310, 411.311, 411.312,
411.3125, 411.313, 411.3135, 411.314, 411.3145, 411. 315,
411.316, 411.318, 411.319, and 411.45, Florida Statutes,
respectively.

(2) The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness,
Inc., shall exam ne sections 411.301, 411.3015, 411. 302,
411. 3025, 411.3026, 411.305, 411.3051, 411.3052, 411. 3055,
411.306, 411.307, 411.308, 411.309, 411.310, 411.311, 411.312,
411.3125, 411.313, 411.3135, 411.314, 411.3145, 411. 315,
411.316, 411.318, 411.319, 411.33, 411.45, and 409.178,
Florida Statutes, and shall recommend to the Legislature no

|ater then March 1, 2000, anmendnents that reflect the intent

of this act. Specifically, all statutes relating to |licensure

and program standards shall reflect the new school readi ness

conponent requirenents, protect health, safety, and sanitation

requi renments of children, and provide for the highest quality

programw th the | east governnental intrusion possible. The

Legi sl ature shall review such recommendati ons during the 2000

Regul ar Sessi on.

Section 23. The Florida Partnership for Schoo
Readi ness, Inc., shall exam ne ss. 230.2303, 230.2305, and
402. 27, Florida Statutes, and shall recommend to the

Legislature no later than March 1, 1999, anendnents that

reflect the intent of this act. Specifically, the partnership

shal | review how best to incorporate the Florida First Start

Program and the prekindergarten early intervention program

into the school readi ness plans and how best to coordi nate

resource and referral functions, in order to provide the

hi ghest quality services to parents and pronote the greatest
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support fromthe private sector

Section 24. There is hereby appropriated fromthe

Ceneral Revenue Fund to the Departnent of Education to be

deposited in the School Readi ness Trust Fund, as adninistered

by the Florida Partnership for School Readiness, Inc., for
fiscal year 1998-1999, the sum of $1,675,000 for the purpose
of inplenmenting s. 411.01(8)(a), Florida Statutes, as created

by this act. After Novenber 1, 1998, any suns renmining of

this amount shall be redirected and divided equally anbng the

coalitions approved by the School Readi ness Partnership by
Novenber 1, 1998.
Section 25. There is hereby appropriated fromthe

Ceneral Revenue Fund to the Departnent of Education to be

deposited in the School Readi ness Trust Fund, as adninistered

by the Florida Partnership for School Readiness, Inc., for
fiscal year 1998-1999, the sum of $500,000 for the purpose of
inmplementing s. 411.06, Florida Statutes, as created by this

act .

Section 26. Effective July 1, 1998, there is herehy
appropriated to the Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services

the sumof $10 million fromtobacco settlenent receipts

residing in the departnent's Grants and Donations Trust Fund

to inplenment section 19 of this act, relating to the Healthy

Fam |lies Florida program

Section 27. The funds appropriated in Specific
Appropriation 8 of the 1998-1999 CGeneral Appropriations Act to
t he Departnent of Education shall be allocated as foll ows:

(1) $97,000, 328 shall be used to provide appropriate
preschool prograns as authorized in s. 230.2305, Florida

Statutes. For 1998-1999, the m ni rum anount for each schoo
district shall be $65, 000.
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(2) $3,295,172 shall be used to continue the nigrant
program for 3-year-old and 4-year-old children

(3) $3 nmillion shall be used to continue the Florida

First Start Program

(4) $427,000 shall be used to assist the coordination
and delivery of early chil dhood education

(5) $202,500 shall be used to support the Florida
Partnership for School Readiness, Inc., and the School

Readi ness Governi ng Board.

Section 28. Except as otherw se provided herein, this
act shall take effect upon beconing a | aw.

================ T | TLE A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:

On page 27, line 29, through page 30, line 18, of the
amendnent
renove: all of said lines

and insert in lieu thereof:
Abill to be entitled
An act relating to school readi ness; creating
t he "School Readi ness Act of 1998; renaning ch
411, F.S.; creating s. 411.01, F.S.; providing
legislative intent relating to early chil dhood
health care, child care, and educati on
providing that early childhood health care,
child care, and education prograns shall be
school readi ness prograns; defining publicly
funded early chil dhood education and child care
prograns; creating the Florida Partnership for
54
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School Readi ness, Inc. (School Readi ness
Part nershi p); creating the School Readiness
CGoverning Board to operate as the board of
directors of the School Readi ness Partnership;
provi di ng School Readi ness Partnership and
governi ng board responsibilities and duties;
provi di ng nenbership of the governing board and
neeting requirenents; providing that the Schoo
Readi ness Partnership is subject to public
records and public neeting requirenments;
providing for hiring of certain enpl oyees;
provi di ng powers as a corporation; providing
for staff of the governing board and Schoo
Readi ness Partnership; requiring the School
Readi ness Partnership to inplenent a schoo
r eadi ness program neeting specified
requirenments; requiring recomendations to
revise provision of services to children of
t eenage parents; providing for establishnent of
a School Readiness Coalition in each county or
conbi nati on of counties; requiring devel oprment
of a school readiness plan; specifying services
to be provided as part of coalition schoo
readi ness plans; providing for designation and
approval of a fiscal agent; providing for the
transfer of funds; providing for coalition
initiation grants to devel op school readi ness
pl ans, incentive funding for tinely plan
approval , and bl ock grant funding to inplenment
such plans; providing for coalition
adm ni stration of certain funding; providing
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for parental choice and paynment arrangenents;
providing for evaluation and perfornmance
neasures; providing responsibility for
i mpl erent ation; providing for phase-out of the
State Coordinating Council for Early Chil dhood
Services; creating s. 411.02, F. S.; providing
for a School Readi ness Appropriation Allocation
Conference; amending s. 216.136, F.S.; creating
t he School Readi ness Program Esti mati ng
Conference; providing duties and principals;
conform ng provisions; creating s. 411. 05,
F.S.; requiring the Departnent of Education to
adopt the school readi ness screening
i nstrunents devel oped by the School Readi ness
Partnership and to require their use by the
school districts; creating s. 411.06, F.S.
recogni zing the nationwi de Parents as Teachers
Program establishing the Florida Parents as
Teachers Program under the jurisdiction of the
School Readi ness Partnership; providing program
requi rements; anendi ng and renunbering s.
402.281, F.S., relating to the Gold Sea
Quality Care program providing duties of the
School Readi ness Partnership; anendi ng s.
411. 202, F.S.; revising definitions; anending
s. 411.203, F.S.; revising provisions relating
to a continuum of conprehensive services;
anendi ng ss. 411.24 and 411.242, F.S., to
conform anendi ng and renunbering s. 402. 305,
F.S., relating to licensing standards for child
care facilities; providing duties of the Schoo
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Readi ness Partnership; renoving provisions
relating to a child care technical review
panel ; anendi ng and renunbering s. 402. 3052,
F.S., relating to child devel opnent associ ate
training grants; providing for consultation
wi th the School Readi ness Partnership; anending
s. 20.19, F.S., relating to the Departnent of
Children and Fam |y Services; requiring
cooperation with the School Readi ness
Part nershi p and School Readi ness Coalitions;
anmending s. 229.591, F.S., relating to the
school inprovenent and educati on accountability
system conforni ng school readi ness goals;
anending s. 414.026, F.S.; adding the chair of
t he School Readi ness Governing Board to the
WAGES Program State Board of Directors;
anending s. 624.91, F.S., relating to the
"Florida Healthy Kids Corporation Act";
providing a goal to work cooperatively with the
School Readi ness Partnership; requiring the
Departnent of Children and Family Services to
contract with a private nonprofit corporation
to inplenment the Healthy Families Florida
program repealing s. 228.061(1), F.S.
relating to preschool progranms, s. 230.2306,
F.S., relating to prekindergarten children
servi ce needs assessnments and accommodati on
efforts by school districts, s. 391.304, F.S.
relating to coordination of the devel opnenta
eval uation and intervention program s. 402. 26,
F.S., relating to legislative intent with
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respect to child care, s. 402.28, F.S.
relating to Child Care Plus facilities, s.
411.201, F.S., the short title for the Florida
Prevention, Early Assistance, and Early
Chi |l dhood Act, s. 411.204, F.S., relating to
program eval uati on under the act, s. 411. 205,
F.S., relating to rules, s. 411.22, F.S.
relating to legislative intent with respect to
prevention and early assistance, s. 411.221
F.S., relating to preparation of the prevention
and early assistance strategic plan, s.
411.223, F.S., relating to uniform standards
for preventive health care, s. 411.224, F. S
relating to the fam |y support planning
process, and ss. 411.23, 411.231, and 411. 232,
F.S., the Children's Early Investnent Act;
repealing s. 402.47, F.S., relating to foster
grandparent and retired senior vol unteer
services to high-risk and handi capped children
s. 411.222, F.S., relating to the Ofices of
Prevention, Early Assistance, and Child
Devel opnent and the State Coordi nati ng Counci
for Early Chil dhood Services and their duties,
and s. 411.3015(9), F.S., relating to
col | aborative agreenents and plans with respect
to subsidized child care progranms, effective
July 1, 1999; renunbering ss. 402.301
402. 3015, 402.302, 402.3025, 402.3026,
402. 3051, 402.3055, 402.3057, 402.3058,
402. 306, 402.307, 402.308, 402,309, 402.310,
402. 311, 402.312, 402.3125, 402.313, 402.3135,
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402. 314, 402.3145, 402.315, 402.316, 402. 318,
402. 319, and 402.45, F.S.; requiring anendnment
reconmendations regarding s. 411.301, F.S.
relating to legislative intent with respect to
child care facilities, s. 411.3015, F.S.
relating to the subsidized child care program
s. 411.302, F.S., relating to definitions, s.
411. 3025, F.S., relating to public and
nonpublic schools in relation to child care
requirenments, s. 411.3026, F.S., relating to
establi shnent of full-service schools, s.
411.305, F.S., relating to licensing standards
for child care facilities, s. 411.3051, F.S.
relating to child care market rate
rei mbursenent and grants, s. 411.3052, F. S
relating to the child devel opnent associ ate
training grants program s. 411.3055, F. S
relating to child care personnel requirenents,
s. 411.306, F.S., relating to designation of
the licensing agency and di ssenination of
information, s. 411.307, F.S., relating to
approval of the |icensing agency, s. 411. 308,
F.S., relating to issuance of a |license, s.
411.309, F.S., relating to provisiona
licenses, s. 411.310, F.S., relating to
disciplinary actions, s. 411.311, F.S.
relating to inspection of facilities, s.
411.312, F.S., relating to injunctive relief,
s. 411.3125, F.S., relating to display and
appearance of license, s. 411.313, F.S.
relating to famly day care honmes, s. 411.3135
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F.S., relating to the subsidized child care
case nanagenent program s. 411.314, F. S
relating to supportive services, s. 411.3145,
F.S., relating to the subsidized child care
transportation program s. 411.315, F. S
relating to funding and |icense fees, s.
411.316, F.S., relating to exenptions, s.
411.318, F.S., relating to prohibited
advertisenent, s. 411.319, F.S., relating to
penalties, s. 411.33, F.S., relating to
authority to charge fees, s. 411.45, F.S.
relating to the community resource nother or
father program and s. 409.178, F.S., relating
to the Child Care Partnership Act, by March 1,
2000; requiring legislative review of such
reconmendations; requiring review of ss.

230. 2303, 230.2305, and 402.27, F.S., by Mrch
1, 1999, and recommendation to the Legislature
regardi ng opti mal coordination of Florida First
Start Program the prekindergarten early
intervention program and resource and referra
functions; providing appropriations; providing
for the allocation of certain funds
appropriated in the 1998-1999 Genera
Appropriations Act; providing effective dates.

WHEREAS, the bridge to opportunity for every child nust
be anchored in a healthy body and a healthy mnd and nust | ead
to the child' s readiness to |learn in school, and

WHEREAS, it is widely acknowl edged that entering schoo
ready to learn is crucial to a child's success both in schoo
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and in life, and

WHEREAS, the state's system of public education could
better performits mission of educating its K-12 students if
nore students enter school healthy and ready to | earn, and

WHEREAS, as enphasi zed by the Governor, the President
of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, a child's health in both body and nmind is
essential to the child' s ability to learn, and

WHEREAS, we can nmake great strides to inprove schoo
readi ness by addressing child care, child health, and schoo
readi ness education in one single, accountable conti nuum NOW
THEREFORE,

61

iginal & 9 copies 05/ 01/ 98
04: 14 pm 00683- 0023- 135549




