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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 CS/HB 717

By the Conmittee on Colleges & Universities and
Representative Arnold

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to building designations;
designating the first building constructed on
the canmpus of Florida Gulf Coast University as
the "Ben Hill Giffin IIl Building"; directing
the Board of Regents of the Division of
Universities of the Departnment of Education to
erect suitable markers; designating the
University of Florida Sout hwest Florida
Research and Education Center, Institute of
Food and Agriculture Services Building, as the
"Dr. Paul H Everett Building"; authorizing the
University of Florida to erect suitable
mar kers; providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, Ben Hill Giffin IIl and his famly,
di sti ngui shed nenbers of the business comunity and
phil ant hropists, are longti ne supporters of education in the
State of Florida, and

WHEREAS, Ben Hill Giffin IlIl and his fanily have
contributed many mllions of dollars to the university system
in the State of Florida, and

VWHEREAS, Ben Hill Giffin 111, the Chairnman of the
Alico, Inc., Board of Directors, nenbers of the board, and
t heir stockhol ders have dedi cated t hensel ves to supporting
hi gher education and to continued support of the State of
Florida, particularly Southwest Florida, and

WHEREAS, Alico, through Ben H Il Giffinlll, with the
full support of its Board of Directors, contributed a 760-acre
site to the Florida Board of Regents to establish the canpus
of Florida Qulf Coast University, the 10th nenber of the State
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University System of Florida, |ocated in Southwest Florida,
and

WHEREAS, through M. Giffin's |eadership, Alico's
contributions to Florida GQulf Coast University to date include
not only the site location but also a separate gift of 215
acres, $1.2 nmillion to fund academ c chairs, $2.4 nmllion for
road construction, $200,000 for design assistance, and
cooperative planning for a 1/2-nile buffer around the
university site, and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate that |oyal and distinguished
friends and supporters of Florida Qulf Coast University be
recogni zed for their contribution to Florida' s newest
uni versity, NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Ben Hill Giffin IIl Building designated,
erection of suitable markers. --

(1) The first building constructed on the canpus of

Florida @Qulf Coast University is hereby designated as the "Ben
Hill Giffin Il Building."

(2) The Board of Regents of the Division of
Universities of the Departnment of Education shall erect

suitabl e markers designating the "Ben Hill Giffin I

Bui | di ng" as described in subsection (1).

Section 2. Dr. Paul H Everett Building designated

erection of suitable markers. --

(1) The University of Florida Southwest Florida

Research and Education Center, Institute of Food and

Agriculture Services Building, 2686 State Road 29 North,

| mokal ee, is hereby designated as the "Dr. Paul H Everett
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Bui | ding" in recognition of his invaluable research for 28

years directed toward the devel opnent of efficient and

econom cal production of vegetable crops such as the tonmato,

bel | pepper, waternelon, cantal oupe, and cucunber

(2) The University of Florida is authorized to erect

suitabl e markers designating the "Dr. Paul H Everett

Bui | di ng" as described in subsection (1).

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
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