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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 729
By Representative Wall ace

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to the Legislature; creating s.
11.077, F.S., the "Taxpayer Protection Act";
requiring that any general |aw enacted by the
Legislature that will potentially increase the
cost of county or nunicipal personnel salaries,
wages, or benefits nust include an econonic
i npact statenent and provide a neans to finance
the legislation; providing requirenents of the
econom ¢ inpact statenent; providing that any
provision of general law that will potentially
i ncrease the cost of county or nunicipa
personnel sal aries, wages, or benefits for
enpl oyees represented by a collective
bar gai ni ng agent under ch. 447, F.S., shall not
take effect for those enployees until agreed to
in collective bargai ning; providing an
ef fective date.

VWHEREAS, Article VIII of the State Constitution
establ i shes counties and nmunicipalities within the state with
i ndependent authority to exercise governnental authority and
power, and

WHEREAS, inherent in the exercise of |ocal governnental
authority and governnental powers is the right of counties and
municipalities to hire necessary personnel to conduct
governnental activities and the right to provide salari es,
wages, and benefits to said personnel, and

WHEREAS, funding of |ocal governnent enpl oyees
sal aries, wages, and benefits is ultimately the responsibility
of the local citizen taxpayers, and
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WHEREAS, personnel sal aries, wages, and benefits
frequently represent between 60 and 70 percent of the total
operati ng budget of a |ocal governnent, and

VWHEREAS, control over these costs is essential to
control ling governnental finances and protecting the
t axpayers' interests, NON THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 11.077, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
11.077 GCeneral |laws affecting | ocal governnment

personnel costs. --

(1) This section may be cited as the "Taxpayer

Protection Act."

(2) Any general |aw enacted by the Legislature after

January 1, 1998, which will potentially increase the cost of

nmuni ci pal or county personnel sal aries, wages, or benefits

nmust include an econonic inpact statenent prepared by an

enrol |l ed actuary which estinmates the total cost to

nmuni cipalities or counties to inplenent the | egislation, and

nmust provide a neans to finance the requirenents of the

| egi sl ati on.

(3) The econom c inpact statenent nust include:

(a) An estinmate of the cost to the |ocal governnent of

i npl erenting the proposed |l egislation, including a separate

calcul ation of the total cost to each of the five counties in

the state with the greatest popul ation, according to the

| atest official census, or the five nmunicipalities in the

state with the greatest popul ation, according to the | atest

official census, or both, if applicable.
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(b) An estimate of the cost or the econom c benefit to

all persons directly affected by the proposed |egislation.

(c) An estimate of the inpact of the proposed

| egi slation on conpetition and the open nmarket for enpl oynent,

i f applicable.

(d) A conparison of the probable costs and benefits of

the proposed legislation to the probable costs and benefits of

not adopting the | egislation

(e) A detailed statenent of the data and net hodol ogy

used in naking the estimates required by this subsection

(4) No provision of general |aw enacted by the

Legislature after January 1, 1998, which will potentially

i ncrease the cost of nunicipal or county personnel salaries,

wages, or benefits shall becone effective with respect to

enpl oyees represented pursuant to chapter 447 by a coll ective

bargai ni ng agent, until such tine as it is agreed to in

collective bargaining and ratified by both parties as provided
in chapter 447.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.
EE IR b S b b I S S b I S b b S I b S b I
HOUSE SUVMMARY

Requi res that any general |aw enacted by the Legislature
that will potentially increase the cost”of county or
muni ci pal personnel sal aries, wages, or benefits” nmust
i ncl ude an economnm ¢ |nPact statenment and provide a neans
to finance the legislation. Provides requirenents of the
econonm ¢ inpact statenent. Provides that any provision
of general law that will potentially increase the cost of
county or municipal personnel salaries, wages, or
benefits for e oyees represented by a collective

bar gai ni ng agent uhder ch. 447, F.S.; shall_ not take
effect for those enployees until agreed to in collective
bar gai ni ng.
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