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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 745
By Representative Wall ace

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to education; anending s.
232.246, F.S.; requiring school districts to
award col | ege-ready hi gh school diplonas to
certain students; correcting obsolete
references; creating s. 232.2466, F.S.
providing requirenments for the coll ege-ready
di pl oma program providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 232.246, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

232.246 Ceneral requirenents for high schoo
graduati on. - -

(1) Successful conpletion of a mninmumof 24 academ c
credits in grades 9 through 12 is shatH—be required for
graduation, provided that student conpletion of an
I nternational Baccal aureate curriculumsatisfies shat—be
deered—to—+reet the curricular requirenments of this subsection
The 24 credits nust shatt be distributed as foll ows:

(a) Four credits in English, with najor concentration

in conposition and literature.

(b) Three credits in mathematics.

(c) Three credits in science, two of which nust have a
| aboratory conponent. The State Board of Education may grant
an annual waiver of the |aboratory requirenent to a schoo
district that certifies that its |laboratory facilities are
i nadequat e, provided that the district subnmits a capita

outlay plan to provide adequate facilities and nakes the
funding of this plan a priority of the school board.
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1 (d) One credit in Anerican history.

2 (e) One credit in world history, including a

3| conparative study of the history, doctrines, and objectives of
4 all nmajor political systens.

5 (f) One-half credit in econonics, including a

6 | conparative study of the history, doctrines, and objectives of
7] all major econonic systens. The Florida Council on Econonic
8 | Education shall provide technical assistance to the departnent
9| and |l ocal school boards in developing curriculummmaterials for
10 | the study of economi cs.

11 (g) One-half credit in Anerican governnent.

12 (h)1. One credit in practical arts career education or
13 | exploratory career education. Any vocational course as

14 | defined in s. 228.041(22) may be taken to satisfy the high

15| school graduation requirenent for one credit in practical arts
16 | or exploratory career education provided in this subparagraph
17 2. One credit in performng fine arts to be sel ected
18 | from nusi c, dance, dramm, painting, or sculpture. A course in
19 ) any art form in addition to painting or scul pture, that
20 | requires manual dexterity, or a course in speech and debate,
21| may be taken to satisfy the high school graduation requirenent
22| for one credit in performng arts pursuant to this
23 | subparagraph; or
24 3. One-half credit each in practical arts career
25 | education or exploratory career education and perforning fine
26 | arts, as defined in this paragraph
27
28 | The Sueh credit for practical arts career education or
29 | exploratory career education or for performng fine arts nust
30 | shatt be made available in the 9th grade, and students nust
31
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shat+ be scheduled into a 9th-grade 9t+h—grade course as a
priority.

(i) One-half credit in |life-nmanagenent Hfewanagerent
skills, including te—netude consuner education, positive

enoti onal devel oprment, nutrition, prevention of hunan

i mrunodeficiency virus infection and acquired i mmune
deficiency syndronme and other sexually transm ssible diseases,
benefits of sexual abstinence and consequences of teenage
pregnancy, information and instruction on breast cancer
detection and breast self-exam nation, cardiopul nonary
resuscitation, drug education, and the hazards of snoking.
This Sueh credit nust shat- be given for a course to be taken
by all students in either the 9th or 10th grade.

(j) ©One-half credit in physical education to include
assessnent, inmprovenent, and mmi ntenance of personal fitness.
(k) Nine elective credits.

School boards nmay award a maxi num of one-half credit in social
studi es and one-half elective credit for student conpletion of
nonpai d voluntary community or school service work. Students
choosing this option shall conplete a mnimum of 75 hours of
service in order to earn the one-half credit in either
category of instruction. Credit nmay not be earned for service
provided as a result of court action. School boards that
approve the award of credit for student vol unteer service
shal | devel op guidelines regarding the award of such credit
and school principals are shalH—be responsi ble for approving
speci fic volunteer activities.

(2) Renedial and conpensatory courses taken in grades
9 through 12 may only be counted as elective credit as
provided in subsection (1).
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(3) Credit for high school graduation nay be earned
for volunteer activities and nonacadenic activities that whieh

have been approved for such credit by the State Board of
Educat i on.

(4)(a) A district school board may require specific
courses and prograns of study within the mninumcredit
requi rements for high school graduation and shall nodify basic
courses, as necessary, to assure exceptional students the
opportunity to nmeet the graduation requirenents for a standard
di pl oma, using one of the foll owi ng strategies:

1. Assignnent of the exceptional student to an
exceptional education class for instruction in a basic course
with the sane student performance standards as those required
of nonexceptional students in the district pupil progression
pl an; or

2. Assignnent of the exceptional student to a basic
education class for instruction that whieh is nodified to

accommpdat e the student's exceptionality.

(b) The district shall determ ne which of these
strategies to enpl oy based upon an assessnent of the student's
needs and shall reflect this decision in the student's
i ndi vi dual educational plan

(c) District school boards are authorized and
encouraged to establish requirenents for high schoo
graduation in excess of the mninmumrequirenents; however, an
increase in acadenic credit or nininumgrade point average
requi renments does shat not apply to those students enrolled

in grades 9 through 12 at the tine the district school board
i ncreases the requirenents.
(5) Each district school board shall establish
standards for graduation fromits schools which stat i ncl ude:
4
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(a) Earning passing scores on the high schoo
conpetency test defined in s. 229.57(3)(c).

(b) Conpleting Conptetion—of all other applicable
requi rements prescribed by the district school board pursuant
to s. 232.245.

(c) Effective for the 1988-1989 school year and each
year thereafter, a cunul ative grade point average of 1.5 on a
4.0 scale, or its equivalent, for required courses for
gr aduati on.

1. Each district shall adopt—potHectes—which—are
destghed—to assi st students in neeting this requirement. The
assi st ance Sueh—poetietres may include, but is shatH- not be
limted to: forgiveness policies, sumer school attendance,
speci al counseling, volunteer or andfe+ peer tutors,
school - sponsored hel p sessi ons, honmework hotlines, and study
skills cl asses.

2. At the end of each senester, the parent or guardian
of each student in grades 9, 10, 11, and 12 who has a
cumul ative grade point average of less than 2.0 nust shatH- be

notified that the student is at risk of not neeting the

requi rements for graduation. The notice nust shaH- contain an
expl anati on of the prograns petieies the district has put in
pl ace to assist the student in neeting the grade point average

requirenent.

3. Special assistance to obtain a high schoo
equi val ency di pl oma pursuant to s. 229.814 nay shatt+ be given
only to a rr—stch—eases—where—the student who has conpl et ed
all requirenents for graduation except the attainnent of a 1.5
cumul ati ve grade point average.
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The standards required in this subsection, and any subsequent
nodi fications thereto, nust shatt be reprinted in the Florida

Admi ni strative Code even though the steh standards are not
defined as "rules."

(6) The Legislature recognizes that adult |earners are
uni que in situation and needs. The follow ng graduation
requirenents are therefore instituted for students enrolled in
adult general education in accordance with s. 239.301 in
pursuit of a high school diplona:

(a) The one-half credit in physical education required
for graduation, pursuant to subsection (1), is not required
for graduation and nust shat be repl aced substituted with
el ective credit keeping the total credits needed for

graduation consistent with subsection (1).

(b) Each school board may waive the | aboratory
conponent of the science requirenent expressed in subsection
(1) when such facilities are inaccessible or do not exist.

(c) Adult students enrolled in adult secondary
education in pursuit of a high school diploma after the
begi nni ng of the 1978-1979 school year and before the
1984- 1985 school year are required to neet only those
requi rements for graduation that were in effect at the tinme of
their enroll nent when such enroll ment has been conti nuous
except for sumrer terns. The State Board of Education shal
adopt rules to adm nister tnaptenent this paragraph

(d) Any course listed within the Departnent of
Education Course Code Directory in the areas of art, dance,
drama, or nusic nay be undertaken by adult secondary education
students. Enrollnent and satisfactory conpletion of such a
course shall satisfy the credit in perforning fine arts
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required for high school graduation pursuant to subsection
(1).

(7) A Ne student may not be granted credit toward high
school graduation for enrollnent in the foll owi ng courses or
prograns:

(a) More than a total of nine elective credits in
renedi al prograns as descri bed provided—+or in s. 236.0841.

(b) More than one credit in exploratory vocationa
courses as defined in s. 228.041(22)(a)2.

(c) More than three credits in practical arts hone
econom cs classes as defined in s. 228.041(22)(a)4.

(8) The state board, after a public hearing and
consi deration, shall make provision for appropriate
nodi fication of testing instrunments and procedures for
students with identified handi caps or disabilities in order to
ensure that the results of the testing represent the student's
achi evenent, rather than reflecting the student's inpaired
sensory, manual, speaking, or psychol ogi cal process skills.

(9) A student who neets all requirenents prescribed in
subsections (1) and;y(5);—anrd—-(6)shall be awarded a standard
diploma in a formprescribed by the state board. A schoo
board may attach the Florida gold seal vocational endorsenent,
pursuant to s. 239.217, or the Florida acadeni c scholar's

certificate, pursuant to s. 232.2465,t0 a standard di pl oma

putstant—to—s5—2392%7 or, in lieu of the standard dipl oms,

award differentiated di pl omas, such as the col |l ege-ready

di pl oma, to students who exceed the prescribed nini num

requi renents for graduati on te—those—exceeding—thepreseribed

s,

(10) A student who conpl etes the ni ni num nunber of

credits and ot her requirenents prescribed by subsections (1)
7
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and(4) 5y, but who is unable to neet the standards of
par agr aph(5) (a) 6)(a)—paragraph—<6){b)5or paragraph (5)(c)

6y, shall be awarded a certificate of conpletion in a form

prescribed by the state board. However, any student who is
otherwise entitled to a certificate of conpletion may elect to
remain in the secondary school either as a full-tine student
or a part-tine student for up to 1 additional year and receive
special instruction designed to renedy his or her identified
deficiencies. This special instruction nust shatH be funded

fromthe state conpensatory education funds of the district.

I bt e hear I . o

. I I I ol I
p| €SCH i bEd i A—S- 232 248

Section 2. Section 232.2466, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

232. 2466 Col | ege-ready di pl onma program - -

(1) Beginning with the 1997-1998 school year, each
school district shall award a differentiated col | ege-ready

di pl oma to each student who:

(a) Successfully conpletes the requirenents for a

standard hi gh school diplona as prescribed by s. 232. 246.

Anong courses taken to fulfill the 24 academic credits nust

be:
1. One credit in algebra and one credit in geonetry,

or their equivalents, as determ ned by the state board;

2. One credit in biology, one credit in chemstry, and

one credit in physics, or equivalent credits in applied

t echnol ogy, as deternined by the state board; and
8
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3. Two credits in the sane foreign | anguage, taken for

el ective credit. A student whose native | anguage i s not

English is exenpt fromthis requirenent if the student

denonstrates proficiency in the native | anguage. Anerican sign

| anguage constitutes a foreign | anguage.

(b) Takes the postsecondary educati on comon pl acenent

test prescribed in s. 240.117, or an equival ent test

identified by the State Board of Education, before graduation

and scores at or above the established statew de passing score

in each test area

(2) A college-ready diplom entitles a student to

admi ssi on without placenent testing to a public postsecondary

education programthat termnates in a technical certificate,

an associate in science degree, or an associate in arts

degree, if the student enters postsecondary education within 3

years after earning the coll ege-ready dipl ona.

(3) The Departnent of Education shall convene a task

force of educators and enpl oyers to recommend additi ona

i ncentives for students to pursue a coll ege-ready diplona.

The incentives may include awards and recognition, preference

for positions in firns, and early registration privileges in

post secondary education institutions.
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
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SENATE SUMVARY
Requi res. school districts to award coll ege-ready high

school diplomas to certain students. Provides
requirenents for the coll ege-ready dipl oma program
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