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Fl ori da Senate - 1998 SB 764

By Senator Turner

36-715-98
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to small busi nesses; anendi ng
ss. 235.31, 287.093 F.S.; authorizing a county,
nmuni ci pality, community college, or district
school board to allocate certain funds for
construction contracts with small busi nesses
and for contracts with small busi nesses for
personal property or services; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 235.31, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

235.31 Advertising and awardi ng contracts;
prequalification of contractor. --

(1) (a) As soon as practicable after any bond issue has
been voted upon and aut horized or funds have been nade
avail able for the construction, renodeling, renovation
denolition, or otherwi se for the inprovenent, of any
educational or ancillary plant, and after plans for the work
have been approved, the board, if conpetitively bidding the
project pursuant to s. 235.211, after advertising the sane in
the manner prescribed by law or rule, shall award the contract
for the building or inprovenents to the | owest responsible
bi dder. However, if after taking all deductive alternates,
the bid of the | owest responsible bidder exceeds the
construction budget for the project established at the phase
Il submittal, the board nay declare an energency. After
stating the reasons why an energency exists, the board may
negotiate the construction contract or nodify the contract,
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i ncluding the specifications, with the | owest responsible
bi dder and, if the contract is nodified, shall resubmt the
docunents to the departnent for review. The board may reject
all bids received and nay readvertise, calling for new bids.

(b) Each board may declare an enmergency pursuant to
this subsection. A situation created by fire, storm or other
providential cause resulting in:

1. Iminent danger to life or safety; or

2. Overcrowdi ng of students

constitutes an energency.

(c) As an option, any county, nunicipality, community
coll ege, or district school board may set aside up to 10
percent of the total anount of funds allocated for the purpose
of entering into construction capital project contracts with
mnority business enterprises, as defined in s. 287.094. Such
contracts shall be conpetitively bid only anbng nminority
busi ness enterprises. The set-aside shall be used to redress
present effects of past discrimnatory practices and shall be
subj ect to periodic reassessnent to account for changi ng needs
and ci rcunst ances.

(d) Any county, municipality, conmunity coll ege, or

di strict school board nmay inplenent a snall business program

that nmay include, but need not be linmted to, setting aside

funds allocated for conpetitively bid construction projects

for contracts with snmall busi nesses.
Section 2. Section 287.093, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

287.093 Mnority business enterprises; procurenent of
personal property and services fromfunds set aside for such
pur pose. - -
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(1) Any county, rmnunicipality, community college, or
di strict school board nay set aside up to 10 percent or nore
of the total anmpbunt of funds allocated for the procurenent of
personal property and services for the purpose of entering
into contracts with mnority business enterprises. Such
contracts shall be conpetitively bid only anbng nminority
busi ness enterprises. The set-aside shall be used to redress
present effects of past discrimnatory practices and shall be
subj ect to periodic reassessnent to account for changi ng needs
and ci rcunst ances.

(2) Any county, municipality, conmunity coll ege, or

di strict school board nmay inplenent a snall busi ness program

that nmay include, but need not be linmted to, setting aside

funds allocated for conpetitively bid contracts for procuring

personal property or services fromsnmall businesses.
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1998.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des that certain governnmental entities naY set aside
funds allocated for conmpetitive contracts for the purpose
of contracting with small busi nesses for construction
projects or for the procurenent of personal property or
serVvi ces.
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